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(54) Package for fruit

(57) A package for fruit, formed by a stackable tray
(1) with an elongated configuration and by a wrapping
(2) with a flexible wall covering and enclosing the entire
tray, characterized in that the tray (1) has walls slightly
diverging towards the free base, with a smallintermediate
horizontal bend, the concavity of which is inwardly direct-
ed, the angles defined between consecutive walls being
rounded and the smaller walls (6) having a curved-con-
cave inner outline, approximately tangent to the adjacent
rounded angles, said smallerwalls (6) and adjacent angle
together delimiting an approximately frustoconical sur-
face diverging towards the open base of the tray; and in
that the wrapping (2) has at least the area covering the

open base of the tray with a transparent nature and pro-
vided with ventilation holes.

The package according to claim 1, characterized in that
the tray has a bottom with a planar inner support surface.
The package according to claim 1, characterized in that
the walls of the tray have vertical conformations deter-
mining, at their outer and inner surfaces, alternate re-
cessed and projecting areas varying in width in an oppo-
site direction, which can be coupled to one another when
two or more packages are stacked.

The package according to the previous claims, charac-
terized in that the wall of the tray is finished in an inner
step followed by a peripheral flange which is coplanar in
the entire contour.

FIG. 3
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Description

Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a package for
fruit, especially for fresh fruit, formed such that it pre-
serves and isolates the fruit from external blows and con-
tact and conserves it in a good condition until the time it
is consumed.

[0002] More specifically, package of the invention is of
the type formed by a stackable tray with an elongated
configuration and by a flexible paper wrapping.

Background of the Invention

[0003] Packages of the indicated type are already
known, in which the tray, generally made of plastic ma-
terial, has a rectangular contour, the walls forming angles
of approximately 90° between one another, which do not
offer a suitable support for perishable products such as
fruit, especially fleshy fresh fruit, which runs the risk of
deterioration due to contact or blows.

[0004] Traditional trays further have ribs at the bottom,
against which the fruit can collide or be compressed, with
the subsequent deterioration thereof.

Description of the Invention

[0005] The object of the presentinvention is a package
for fruit, of the type indicated above, formed such that it
offers an effective protection for the packaged fruit, pre-
serving them from external action which can deteriorate
its appearance and/or quality.

[0006] According to the invention, the tray forming part
of the package has walls slightly diverging towards the
free base, its larger walls are planar, the angles defined
between consecutive walls are rounded and the smaller
walls have a curved outline, approximately tangent to the
adjacentrounded angles. The smaller walls and adjacent
angles thus determine an approximately frustoconical,
curved surface diverging towards the open base of the
tray, thus forming a suitable support surface for the fruit,
with a larger support surface area, furthermore generally
adapted to the outer surface of the fruit, such that it cannot
cause unwanted actions thereon.

[0007] As regards the wrapping forming part of the
package of the invention, it has at least the area covering
the open base of the tray with a transparent nature and
provided with ventilation holes. The inside of the package
can thus be ventilated, maintaining the fruit in a suitable
condition, which fruit can furthermore be observed from
outside the package without needing to open it.

[0008] The bottom of the tray has a completely planar
surface for supporting the fruit, without projections with
can damage the condition of the fruit.

[0009] In addition, the walls have vertical conforma-
tions determining, at their outer and inner surfaces, al-
ternate recessed and projecting areas which can be cou-
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pled to one another when two or more packages are
stacked. To that end, these alternate recessed and pro-
jecting areas will vary in width in an upward and down-
ward direction, also in an alternate manner.

[0010] The wall of the tray is finished in an inner step
followed by a peripheral flange which is coplanar in the
entire contour of the tray.

[0011] In short, the package of the invention includes
a tray in which all the edges, projections and surfaces,
both of the bottom and of the walls, which can cause
alterations in the characteristics of the fruit are eliminat-
ed.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0012] The attached drawings show a non-limiting em-
bodiment with which the features and advantages of the
package of the invention can be better understood,
where:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a package for fruit
formed according to the invention.

Figure 2 is a schematic cross-section view of the
package of Figure 1.

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the tray forming part
of the package of Figures 1 and 2.

Figures 4 and 5 are, respectively, a side elevational
view and a front elevational view of the tray of Figure
3.

Figures 6 and 7 are partial longitudinal section views
of the tray, taken according to section lines VI-VI and
VII-VII, respectively, of Figure 4.

Detailed Description of an Embodiment

[0013] Figures 1 and 2 show a package formed ac-
cording to the invention, including a stackable inner tray
1 and an outer wrapping 2 with a flexible wall.

[0014] The wrapping 2 has at least the area covering
the open base of the tray 1 with a transparent nature and
provided with ventilation holes 3.

[0015] The wrapping 2 can be closed by means of
transverse and longitudinal heat welding strips 4.
[0016] The tray 1 is shown in Figures 3 to 7 and has
an elongated configuration, with a generally rectangular
base, with the angles defined between the larger walls 5
and the smaller walls 6 being rounded and these smaller
walls 6 furthermore having a curved outline, approxi-
mately tangent to the adjacent rounded angles. The bot-
tom 7 of the tray is planar and the longitudinal walls 5
and transverse walls 6 have, as can better be seen in
Figures 4 and 5, a slight intermediate bend 8 determining
upper section 9 and lower section 10 with a different in-
clination, defining a slight inwardly directed concavity.
[0017] The walls thus have an inner surface on which
the curvature of the fruit can be perfectly adapted, both
due to the bend 8 and due to the curvature of the smaller
walls 6 and angles formed by the latter and the larger
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walls 5. At the same time, since the bottom 6 has no ribs,
it also offers a good support for the fruit.

[0018] As can be seen in Figures 4 to 7, the walls of
the tray 1 have conformations determining, at their outer
and inner surfaces, areas 11 and 12, the first of which
projectinwardly and the second of which project outward-
ly, which areas vary in width in a reverse manner in an
upward and downward direction, as shown in Figures 6
and 7, such that when two packages are coupled to one
another, the externally projecting areas 12 close to the
bottom with a smaller width will be easily introduced
through the upper section of these same internally re-
cessed areas 12, thus facilitating the stacking between
trays, which stacking will be limited by the upper step 13
in which the walls of the tray are finished, which walls are
furtherfinished in a peripheral flange 14 which is coplanar
in the entire contour of the tray.

[0019] Withthe package of the invention, the condition
of the contained fruit is maintained due to the inner ven-
tilation which is achieved through the openings 3 of the
wrapping 2. Furthermore, since this wrapping, at least in
the area covering the open base of the tray 1, has a trans-
parent nature, the condition of the fruit can be perfectly
observed without needing to open the package.

[0020] In addition, the tray 1 forming part of the pack-
age provides a suitable lower and side support the fruit,
without elements which can deteriorate its appearance
or condition.

Claims

1. A package for fruit, formed by a stackable tray with
an elongated configuration and by a wrapping with
a flexible wall covering and enclosing the entire tray,
characterized in that the tray has walls slightly di-
verging towards the free base, with a small interme-
diate horizontal bend, the concavity of which is in-
wardly directed, the angles defined between consec-
utive walls being rounded and the smaller walls hav-
ing a curved-concave inner outline, approximately
tangent to the adjacent rounded angles, said smaller
walls and adjacent angle together delimiting an ap-
proximately frustoconical surface diverging towards
the open base of the tray; and in that the wrapping
has at least the area covering the open base of the
tray with a transparent nature and provided with ven-
tilation holes.

2. The package according to claim 1, characterized
in that the tray has a bottom with a planar inner sup-
port surface.

3. The package according to claim 1, characterized
in that the walls of the tray have vertical conforma-
tions determining, at their outer and inner surfaces,
alternate recessed and projecting areas varying in
width in an opposite direction, which can be coupled
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to one another when two or more packages are
stacked.

The package according to the previous claims, char-
acterized in that the wall of the tray is finished in
an inner step followed by a peripheral flange which
is coplanar in the entire contour.
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FIG. 2
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