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(54) Laryngeal Mask Airway Device with Position Controlling Tab

(57)  Alaryngeal mask airway device (100), compris-
ing an inflatable cuff (334), the cuff (334) defining a cen-
tral opening (340) at least when inflated, the cuff (334)
being insertable through a mouth of a patient to an in-
serted location within the patient, the cuff (334) surround-
ing a glottic opening (212) of the patient when inflated
and at the inserted location; an airway tube (110) extend-
ing from a proximal end (114) to a distal end, the airway
tube (110) defining an internal passage, a sealed airway
passage extending from the proximal end (114) of the
tube (110) through the internal passage to the glottic
opening (212) when the cuff (334) is inflated and at the
inserted location; and means (710) to detect the condition
or shape of the device (100) and to control the shape of
the device (100), said means (710) allowing the device
(100) to assume the fully inserted condition.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-4, 12, 13

Laryngeal mask airway device with a rod.
(Problem: to control the shape of the device when inserted
into the patient)

2. claims: 1, 5-10

Laryngeal mask airway device with a tab at the proximal end.
(Problem: to reduce the 1ikelihood that regurgitated
material will be aspirated into the patient's Tung)

3. claims: 1, 11

Laryngeal mask airway device with an oblong cross section of

the airway tube.
(Problem: to prevent the airway tube from collapsing)

4. claims: 1, 14, 15

Laryngeal mask airway device with an epiglottis support
flange.
(Problem: to prevent the epiglottis from blocking the airway

passage)
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