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(54) Multifunctional bathroom facility and a method for manufacturing it

(57) A bathroom facility provided with a bidet bowl
(15) and a WC bowl (14) adjacent to each other. The
bathroom facility comprises a monolithic body (12) which

forms an upper wall (13) of the bathroom facility and a
first of said two bowls (15), said upper wall being provided
with an opening (60) which provides access to a second
of said two bowls (14).
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Description

[0001] The present invention refers to an innovative
multifunctional bathroom facility and to a method for man-
ufacturing such a bathroom facility.
[0002] In the field, multifunctional bathroom facilities
are known to be made comprising both a WC bowl and
a bidet bowl, adjacent to each other. Such solutions, how-
ever, normally foresee the assembly of the single pre-
fabricated components, causing the end product to be
costly to make and of poor quality. Moreover, the various
components (WC and Bidet) are simply juxtaposed ad-
jacent to each other in this way substantially being posi-
tioned close to each other, to such an extent that the use
of one of the components prevents the use of the other.
The water dispensing controls are also difficult to reach
for the user seated on the bathroom facility.
[0003] Moreover, the personalization of the reciprocal
position of the WC and the bidet normally requires an ad
hoc costly operation, according to the requirements.
[0004] The general purpose of the present invention
is to avoid the aforementioned drawbacks by providing
a method for the manufacture of multifunctional bathroom
facilities which is cost-effective and which allows a de-
sired position of both the WC and the bidet in the end
product to be selected, without requiring exceedingly ex-
pensive machinery.
[0005] A further purpose of the invention is that of pro-
viding a multifunctional high quality bathroom facility,
which is convenient to use as well as comfortable for the
user. Another purpose of the invention is that of providing
a bathroom facility which can be used as a furnishing
element when it is not carrying out its primary function
as a bathroom facility. In view of such a purpose, it has
been thought to make, according to the invention, a meth-
od for manufacturing a bathroom facility provided with a
bidet bowl and with a WC bowl adjacent to each other,
comprising the steps of:

- making a monolithic body provided with an upper
wall in which there are two concave portions each
suitable for making a first type of bowl selected be-
tween WC bowl and bidet bowl,

- cutting one of the two concave portions from the
monolithic body in such a manner to form an opening
in said upper wall,

- fixing a bowl of a second type selected between WC
bowl and bidet bowl at said opening.

[0006] Again according to the invention, it has been
thought to make a bathroom facility provided with a bidet
bowl and a WC bowl adjacent to each other, character-
ized in that it comprises a monolithic body which forms
an upper wall of the bathroom facility and a first of said
two bowls, said upper wall being provided with an open-
ing which provides access to a second of said two bowls.
[0007] In order to clarify the explanation of the innova-
tive principles of the present invention together with its

advantages with respect to the prior art, hereafter, with
the help of the attached drawings, a possible embodi-
ment shall be described given as an example applying
such principles.
[0008] In the drawings:

- figure 1 represents a perspective view of a bathroom
facility according to the invention with its cover
raised,

- figure 2 represents a transversal section view of the
bathroom facility, sectioned at the height of the WC
bowl,

- figure 3 represents a sequence of operations for
manufacturing of a bathroom facility according to the
invention with the WC arranged on the left,

- figure 4 represents a sequence of operations for the
manufacture of a bathroom facility with the WC ar-
ranged on the right.

[0009] With reference to the figures, in figure 1 a mul-
tifunctional bathroom facility 11 is shown, comprising a
monolithic body 12 which forms an upper wall 13 of the
bathroom facility and a bidet bowl 15, integral with the
wall 13. The monolithic body 12 is made of ceramic ma-
terial.
[0010] On its perimeter edge, the wall 13 comprises a
downward projection 29, clearly represented also in fig-
ure 2. The upper wall 13 almost has an elongated rec-
tangular shape. Laterally with respect to the bidet bowl
15, the body 12 has an opening 60 through which the
WC bowl 14 can be accessed (see fig. 2). A ring-shaped
slab 21, like the type normally used to form the seat for
the user, is arranged above the WC bowl 14.
[0011] The bidet bowl comprises a lower discharge 20,
and two water dispensers 18, 19, arranged at the front
side and back side of the bowl, respectively.
[0012] The bathroom facility also advantageously
comprises a cover 16, moveable between a vertical
raised position (fig. 1), and a horizontal lowered position
to cover the bidet bowl 15 and the WC bowl 14 (fig. 2).
In the raised position, the cover 16 can act as a backrest,
whereas in the lowered position, it has the function of a
seat, forming a bench. Advantageously, the cover 16 has
a rectangular shape, corresponding to that of the wall 13
of the monolithic body 12. The cover 16 is hinged to the
body 12 at the hinges 17, on the rear side of the wall 13.
Control means for supplying water to the two bowls are
arranged between the bidet bowl 15 and the WC bowl
14. In particular, the control means comprise a handle
24 to control the dispensers of the bidet, and a button 23
to control the flushing of the WC. The control means 23,
24 are arranged in a concavity 22 formed on the upper
surface of the wall 13, in such a manner so as to not
interfere with the movement of the cover 16 towards the
lowered horizontal position. The WC bowl 14 is formed
with a separate piece that is fixed at the bottom of the
monolithic body 12 at the opening 60. Advantageously,
the monolithic body 12 is provided with an annular pro-
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jection 25 which surrounds the opening 60 and faces
downwards. The projection 25 is enclosed by an upper
edge of the WC bowl 14 (fig. 2).
[0013] The WC bowl 14 comprises a water inlet 26 and
a lower discharge 28, which communicates with the main
cavity of the bowl through a siphon 27. The bowl 14 is
advantageously realized in a single piece of ceramic. The
gluing point of the bowl 14 against the wall 13 of the body
12 remains covered from sight due to the presence of
the edge 29.
[0014] In figure 2 the vertical wall of the room in which
the bathroom facility is applied is indicated with reference
numeral 50.
[0015] Figures 3 and 4 show two sequences of man-
ufacturing operations of bathroom facilities according to
the invention with the WC and the bidet in different posi-
tions.
[0016] In particular, figure 3 shows the sequence for
making a bathroom facility having the WC on the left.
[0017] Initially the monolithic body 12 is produced in
ceramic, using techniques known in the field of manu-
facturing bathroom facilities. For example, the body 12
is made by casting the ceramic material in a suitable
mould, drying the product, and then painting it after it has
been extracted from the mould to then subject it to a
baking process.
[0018] The monolithic body 12 is initially made with an
upper wall 13 in which two concave portions 15, 15a are
formed both suitable for making a bidet bowl. The two
concave portions 15, 15a are almost identical to each
other.
[0019] In a second step of the process, the concavity
15a is cut from the monolithic ceramic body 12, with a
horizontal cut, in such a manner so as to form the opening
60 on the wall 13 of the body 12.
[0020] As can be clearly seen, the cutting is carried
out in such a manner so as to keep the annular projection
25, already previously described.
[0021] Then, in a third step of the process, a WC bowl
14 is provided, which is brought close to the body 12 at
the projection 25.
[0022] Finally, as shown in the last image of figure 3,
the WC bowl 14 is fixed to the body 12, in such a manner
so as to remain accessible through the opening 60. The
fixing can be carried out according to any prior art, for
example through gluing, on the lower bottom of the wall
13. Figure 4 shows an analogous sequence of images
representing the productive process of a bathroom facil-
ity, this time with the WC on the right.
[0023] The monolithic body 112 is initially made iden-
tical to the monolithic body 12, with two bidet bowls 115,
115a. In this case, however, it is the bowl 115a on the
right that is cut out from the body 112. At the opening
which is formed on the upper wall 113 a WC bowl 114 is
fixed, so as to enclose the annular projection 125.
[0024] A multifunctional bathroom facility is thus ob-
tained having the WC positioned on the right.
[0025] The manufacturing method of the aforemen-

tioned bathroom facilities allows the reciprocal positions
of the WC and bidet to be personalized in a cost-effective
manner, starting from a same piece obtained with a same
mould.
[0026] At this point it is clear how the purposes of the
present invention have been achieved.
[0027] In particular a multifunctional bathroom facility
which is comfortable for the user has been provided. The
WC and the bidet are not simply juxtaposed, but rather
inserted in a ceramic plane, at a certain distance from
one another. Between the two bowls there is space for
the water supply controls, which can be easily accessed
even in a seated position.
[0028] Moreover, the bathroom facility can be easily
transformed into a bench, thanks to the cover element.
The product is of high quality, from both a functional and
aesthetic point of view. The bathroom facility can be man-
ufactured cost-effectively, and the reciprocal position of
the WC and bidet can be easily personalized during the
production stage, without requiring special machinery,
such as different shaped moulds.
[0029] Of course, the description above of an embod-
iment applying the innovative principles of the present
invention is given as an example of such innovative prin-
ciples and therefore should not be taken to limit the scope
of protection claimed hereby.
[0030] For example, in the manufacturing method of
the bathroom facility, the monolithic ceramic body could
initially be made with two WC bowls, rather than two bidet
bowls, foreseeing a subsequent cutting step of one of
the two WCs and the fixing of a bidet bowl.
[0031] Other materials could also be used to make the
bathroom facility, instead of ceramic, for example Corian,
metal, impregnated wood or marble.

Claims

1. Method for making a bathroom facility provided with
a bidet bowl (15) and a WC bowl (14) adjacent to
each other, comprising the steps of:

- making a monolithic body (12) provided with
an upper wall (13) in which are present two con-
cave portions (15, 15a) each adapted to realize
a first type of bowl selected between WC bowl
and bidet bowl,
- cutting one (15a) of the two concave portions
from the monolithic body in such a manner to
form an opening (60) in the said upper wall (13),
- fixing the bowl (14) of a second type selected
between WC bowl and bidet bowl at said open-
ing (60).

2. Method according to claim 1, characterised in that
the monolithic body (12) is made of ceramic material.

3. Method according to claim 1, characterised in that
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the monolithic body (12) is made by casting ceramic
material in a mould, drying the cast material, painting
and subsequent baking.

4. Method according to claim 1, characterised in that
the said monolithic body (12) is initially made with
two concave portions (15, 15a) adapted to make a
bidet bowl.

5. Method according to claim 4, characterised in that
the concave portion (15a) is cut leaving an annular
portion (25) projecting downwards from the upper
wall (13), the WC bowl (14) being fixed to the mon-
olithic body (12) in such a manner to enclose said
annular portion (25).

6. Bathroom facility provided with a bidet bowl (15) and
a WC bowl (14) adjacent to each other, character-
ised in that it comprises a monolithic body (12)
which forms an upper wall (13) of the bathroom fa-
cility and a first of said two bowls (15), said upper
wall being provided with an opening (60) which pro-
vides access to a second of said two bowls (14).

7. Bathroom facility according to claim 6, character-
ised in that the monolithic body (12) forms the bidet
bowl (15) of the bathroom facility in a single piece.

8. Bathroom facility according to claim 6, character-
ised in that the monolithic body (12) is made of ce-
ramic material.

9. Bathroom facility according to claim 6, character-
ised in that it comprises a cover (16) moveable be-
tween a vertical position to render the bowls (14, 15)
accessible and a horizontal position to cover both
said bowls in such a manner to provide a seat.

10. Bathroom facility according to claim 6, character-
ised in that it comprises control means (23, 24) for
supplying water to the bidet and WC bowls, the con-
trol means being arranged at the upper wall (13) of
the bathroom facility between the two bowls (14, 15).

11. Bathroom facility according to claims 9 and 10, char-
acterised in that the control means (23, 24) are ar-
ranged in a concavity (22) of the upper wall (13) of
the bathroom facility, in such a manner not to inter-
fere with the movement of the cover (16) towards
the horizontal lowered position.

12. Bathroom facility made by implementing the method
according to one of claims 1 - 5.
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