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Description
Technical Field

[0001] This invention relates generally to countertops
and their installation. More particularly, it relates to coun-
tertops of the type commonly installed in a work area,
such as a kitchen, and to devices and methods for ena-
bling installation of fixtures such as sinks and cooking
ranges atop such counters.

Background

[0002] Kitchens and other areas requiring a stable flat
surface upon which work may be conducted have been
known for some time as benefiting from having built-in
countertops which line the inner perimeter of the room.
It is believed that nearly all kitchens include at least one
countertop upon which foods are cut, prepared, or oth-
erwise processed by people prior to being cooked, eaten,
or stored.

[0003] Kitchen countertops have over the years been
comprised of awide variety of materials, including without
limitation: wood, plastic veneered wood, polymer com-
posites, metals, laminated substrates, stainless steel,
polymers such as CORIAN® polymer, epoxies, and nat-
ural stone. While each countertop material is inherently
possessed of its own properties of appearance, porosity,
durability, hardness, ease-of-cleaning, and longevity,
there is a common bond between all countertops that
prior to their installation in a given kitchen setting, the
individual pieces which shall comprise the finished coun-
tertop in its final installed configuration must first be cut
to a proper size, which is dictated by the dimensions of
the kitchen in which the countertop is to be installed, and
by the location(s) in the countertop at which fixtures such
as sinks and cooking range tops are to be located.
[0004] A premium material from which countertops are
fabricated are natural stone materials, including a wide
variety of marbles and granites. To prepare natural stone
materials to be suitable for use as countertops, the raw
stoneisfirst cutinto slabs of the appropriate length, width,
and thickness dimension. Then, the surface which is to
be the work surface is polished to a high luster using
techniques known to those skilled in the art, which also
may include rounding or beveling of end and/or edge
portions. After being cut into an appropriate length to fit
a particular installation, the countertop slab is placed into
its final position and may be secured in place using a
conventional construction adhesive between the under-
side of the slab and the frame upon which it rests, which
is often a wooden cabinet. At this stage, the countertop
is ready for use by persons desiring to prepare foodstuffs.
However, in many installations it is necessary to provide
an opening in the countertop itself, to provide for a sink
or a cooking range to be located in the countertop. Pro-
vision of the opening for such fixtures is commonly pro-
vided at the installation site by the installation personnel,
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because providing the opening prior to installation of the
countertop in its final installed position results in a large
section of the slab being removed from a position cen-
trally disposed with respect to its width dimension, which
substantially weakens the slab as a whole and would in
most cases effectively render it non-transportable with-
out a high probability of breakage.

[0005] Providing an opening for a sink or a cooking
range typically requires that a rectangular hole having a
dimension on the order of about 30 inches by 20 inches
be cut into the stone slab, which stone slab is commonly
about 1 to about 2 inches thick. Thus, the cutting of such
a hole provision is not a small or trivial undertaking, and
is commonly carried out by a skilled laborer using a hand-
held diamond saw. In addition to generating high frequen-
cy sound of large amplitude and large volumes of dust,
both of which are harmful to the workmen in the area,
especially over the course of many installations over the
years, the operation inherently includes the possibility
that the slab will be broken, marred, defaced, blemished,
or otherwise irreparably damaged during the cutting, or
a sizing error made. For cases where the slab is irrepa-
rably damaged, the damaged slab must be removed and
replaced by a fresh one, which may easily result in a
delay taking days or even weeks, not to mention the ex-
pense of the new materials and the time required to pre-
pare the slab for installation.

[0006] Inview of the foregoing difficulties, natural stone
countertops are so highly valued that the cost and tedium
associated with their installation has not represented an
obstacle. However, if the difficulties associated with the
fabrication and installation of natural stone countertops
could be overcome, then the method and devices asso-
ciated with overcoming such obstacles would be well-
received by the industry. This would be especially true if
it were made possible to install stone countertops without
generating large volumes of sonic energy and dust. Fur-
ther, if a device and method were provided which greatly
simplified the operations, the overall cost associated with
providing natural stone countertops could be drastically
reduced, which would render natural stone countertops
within the financial reach of a wider variety of end users.
The fulfillment of these and other objects of the present
invention shall become apparent to one of ordinary skill
in the art after a thorough consideration of what follows
in this specification.

Summary of the Invention

[0007] In one embodiment, the invention provides an
adapter useful as a component in providing countertops
in a work area which comprises: a) a substantially planar
base portion which comprises a first end portion, a sec-
ond end portion, a front portion and a rear portion, a top
surface, abottom surface, alength dimension and awidth
dimension; b) a front lip portion having a length dimen-
sion, a width dimension, and a thickness dimension,
wherein the front lip portion is attached to the front portion
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of the base portion such that the length dimension of the
front lip portion coincides with the length dimension of
the base portion and the width dimension of the front lip
portion extends in a direction downward from the plane
of the base portion; and c) a cutout hole disposed through
the base portion, which cutout hole is adapted to receive
a fixture selected from the group consisting of: cooktop
ranges and sink basins.

[0008] In another embodiment, there is provided an
adapter useful as a component in providing countertops
in a work area which comprises: a) a substantially planar
base portion which comprises a first end portion, a sec-
ond end portion, a front portion and a rear portion, a top
surface, abottom surface, alength dimension and awidth
dimension; b) a front wall portion having a length dimen-
sion, a width dimension, and a thickness dimension; c)
a rear wall portion having a length dimension, a width
dimension, and a thickness dimension, wherein the front
wall portion is attached to the front portion of the base
portion such that the length dimension of the front wall
portion coincides with the length dimension of the base
portion and the width dimension of the front lip portion
extends in a direction downward from the plane of the
base portion; d) a first bottom portion disposed beneath
the bottom surface portion of the base portion at the first
end portion of the base portion, wherein the first bottom
portion has a first end portion and a second end portion,
wherein the first end portion of the first bottom portion is
in contact with the rear wall portion and wherein the sec-
ond end portion of the first bottom portion is in contact
with the front wall portion such that the rear wall portion,
the front wall portion, the first bottom portion and the base
portion collectively define a slot at the first end portion of
the adapter which is adapted to received the end of a
countertop; and e) a cutout hole disposed through the
base portion, which cutout hole is adapted to receive a
fixture selected from the group consisting of: cooktop
ranges and sink basins.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0009] In the annexed drawings:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of an adapter according
to one embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a sink according to
one embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of an adapter according
to an alternate embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a sink according to
an alternate form of the invention;

FIG. 5 is a side view of a sink assembly according
to one form of the invention;

FIG. 6 is a side view of a sink assembly according
to another form of the invention;

FIG. 7 is a sink installed in a countertop according
to one form of the invention; and

FIG. 8 is an adapter installed in a countertop accord-
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ing to one form of the invention.

Detailed Description

[0010] Referring to the drawings and initially to FIG. 1
there is shown an adapter 10 according to one embodi-
ment of the invention. The adapter 10 comprises a base
portion 2, which in one preferred form of the invention is
substantially rectangular in configuration and is com-
prised of sheet stock, which may be comprised of any
material of construction, including without limitation: pol-
ymers, woods, stone, or metal, and is preferably com-
prised of stainless steel in one form of the invention. The
base portion 2 has a front portion labeled F and a rear
portion labeled R, and further includes a substantially
planar top surface 3, a first end portion E4, and a second
end portion E,. There is also a front lip portion 11 shaped
substantially in the form of a rectangular solid, which may
be simply sheet metal, which is attached to the front por-
tion F of the base portion 2 along the entire length of the
base portion 2 in such a fashion in this embodiment that
the angle which the front lip portion 11 makes at its point
of attachment to the base portion 2 is about 90 degrees.
The front lip portion 11 may be attached to the base por-
tion 2 using conventional means, such as conventional
fasteners including brackets, screws, welds, and adhe-
sives. In one preferred form of the invention, the front lip
portion 11 and the base portion collectively comprise the
same single manufacture, such as in the case when the
adapter 10 is of singular construction having been made
by an injection molding process when the adapter 10 is
comprised of a polymer, or from its fabrication from sheet
steel or the like by means of conventional metalworking
operations, including bending the lip portion 11 from a
flat piece of steel or other metal. The adapter 10 also
includes a cutout hole 17 which is a relatively large rec-
tangular hole or void which is cut clear through the base
portion 2.

[0011] An adapter such as that provided in FIG. 1 is
particularly useful in providing a countertop made from
stone in a kitchen setting which includes a sink or a cook-
ing range, without the need for cutting out a hole for the
sink or cooking range in the stone slab counter itself. An
adapter 10 from FIG. 1 in one embodiment is used in
conjunction with a pair of rectangular slabs of stone coun-
tertop material to provide a countertop having a sink or
cooking range, by providing for one end of one piece of
rectangular slab stone countertop to be sized such that
one of its ends is contained beneath the base portion 2
at its first end portion E, in a position analogous to that
shown in FIG. 8, i.e., the end of the stone slab resides
beneath the surface of the base portion 2 at first end
portion E4 so that the end of the stone slab is hidden from
view by virtue of its being beneath the top surface 3 of
the base portion 2. Similarly, a second slab of stone coun-
tertop may have its end portion shrouded by its being
inserted into end E, of the adapter 10, thus providing a
construct which comprises two rectangularly-shaped
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stone countertop slabs whose ends each protrude into
the ends E4 and E, of the adapter 10 of the invention to
yield a long countertop having stone slabs at each end
and the adapter 10 between them. Such an adapter 10
may include a cutout hole 17 of standard size to enable
a cooking range to be supported therein, or alternatively
beneath which an undermount sink may be provided, as
undermount sinks are well-known in the art, or into which
a countertop sink may be placed or dropped. Thus, an
adapter according to the presentinvention can complete-
ly eliminate the need for on-site cutting out of a mounting
hole for an undermount sink or a drop-in countertop cook-
ing range in a stone countertop setting. The front lip por-
tion 11 shields from view the fact that there is no stone
material along the front portion of the adapter, and it is
thus preferable that the height dimension H conform sub-
stantially, or be atleast equal to the thickness of the coun-
tertop employed in a given installation. The cross-sec-
tional relief of the front lip portion in this embodiment is
as a rectangle; however it is entirely within the scope of
the present claimed invention that its cross section may
take on any shape which is either the same as or different
from the contour of the front portion of the stone slabs
used as the countertop surface. Further shown in FIG. 1
is the bottom surface B of the base portion 2, which is
often in contact with the top surface of a countertop.

[0012] InFIG. 2 is shown a perspective view of a sink
provided according to one embodiment of the invention
which utilizes the concept previously specified for the
adapter in FIG. 1. This sink comprises a base portion 2,
which in one preferred form of the invention is substan-
tially rectangular in configuration and is comprised of
sheet stock, which may be comprised of any material of
construction including without limitation polymers,
woods, stone, or metal, and is preferably comprised of
stainless steel in one form of the invention: The base
portion 2 has a front portion labeled F and a rear portion
labeled R, and further includes a substantially planar top
surface 3, afirstend portion E4, and a second end portion
E,. There is also a front lip portion 11 shaped substan-
tially in the form of a rectangular solid, which may be
simply sheet metal, which is attached.to the front portion
F of the base portion 2 along the entire length of the base
portion 2 in such a fashion in this embodiment that the
angle which the front lip portion 11 makes at its point of
attachment to the base portion 2 is about 90 degrees.
The front lip portion 11 may be attached to the base por-
tion 2 using conventional means, such as conventional
fasteners including brackets, screws, welds, and adhe-
sives, or may be of singular construction with the base
portion as previously specified in the description of FIG.
1. There are fixture holes 9 which extend through the
base portion 2 to allow fitment of a standard sink faucet
fixture. Additionally, there is a basin 5 having a drain hole
7. The basin 5 may be part of the same construct as the
front lip portion 11 and base portion 2, as in the case
when this device is fabricated from a single piece of steel
stock, as the manufacture of one-piece metal sinks is
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well known in the art. In an alternative embodiment, the
basin may be an undermount sink which is affixed to the
adapter 10 from the underside using fastening means
known to those skilled in the art including without limita-
tion adhesives such as epoxies or welding. Further
shown in FIG. 2 is the bottom surface B of the base por-
tion 2.

[0013] In FIG. 3 is shown a perspective view of an
adapter 14 according to an alternate embodiment of the
invention. In this embodiment the adapter 14 comprises
a base portion 21 which is preferably substantially rec-
tangular and includes a substantially planar top surface
33. The base portion 21 has a front portion F and a rear
portion R. There is also a front wall portion 16 shaped
substantially in the form of a rectangular solid, which may
be simply sheet metal, which is attached to the front por-
tion F of the base portion 21 along the entire length of
the base portion 21 in such a fashion in this embodiment
that the angle which the front wall portion 16 makes at
its point of attachment to the base portion 21 is about 90
degrees. The front wall portion 16 may be attached to
the base portion 21 using conventional means, such as
conventional fasteners including brackets, screws,
welds, and adhesives, or it may be an integral part of the
base portion as previously described. There is also a first
end portion E4 and a second end portion E,. The adapter
14 also includes a cutout hole 17 which is a relatively
large rectangular or other shaped hole or void which is
cut out clear through the base portion 21. Thus, along
the longest length dimension of the adapter 14 there is
aregion (labeled W in FIG. 3) on the top surface portion
33 between the short dimension on the perimeter of the
cutout hole 17 and the end E, of the adapter 14. In this
embodiment there is also provided a rear wall 15 which
is analogous to the front wall portion 16 and extends
along the entire length of the adapter 14 on its rear por-
tion. Further, there is also a bottom portion 13 which is
rectangularly shaped having a first end and a second end
and is disposed such that its first end contacts the rear
wall 15 and its second end contacts the front wall 16. The
width of the bottom portion 13 is preferably no greater
than width W of the region between the perimeter of the
short dimension of the cutout hole 17 and the end of the
adapter 14 to enable a sink or cooktop range to be
dropped into the cutout hole 17, or in the case when it is
desired to employ an undermount sink, to be mounted
thereunder. The bottom portion 13, together with the rear
wall 15, front wall 16, and base portion 21 define a slot
S which is rectangularly shaped and is thus adapted to
receive the end of a stone slab countertop. The second
end portion E, of the adapter 14 in one embodiment is
identically fitted with another bottom portion analogous
to bottom portion 13 and also thus includes a slotidentical
to slot S. Further shown in FIG. 3 is the bottom surface
B of the base portion 21. In this FIG. 3 is also shown a
z-axis. The adapter of FIG. 3 is in one embodiment sym-
metrical such that when rotated 180 degrees about the
z-axis, it appears identical to the drawing in FIG. 3. The
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same is true for the embodiment later shown in FIG. 4.

[0014] An adapter 14 such as that provided in FIG. 3
is particularly useful in providing a countertop made from
stone in a kitchen setting which includes a sink or a cook-
ing range, without the need for cutting out a hole for the
sink or cooking range in the stone slab counter itself. An
adapter 14 from FIG. 3 in one embodiment is used in
conjunction with a pair of rectangular slabs of stone coun-
tertop material to provide a countertop having a sink by
providing for one end of one piece of rectangular slab
stone countertop to be inserted into the slot S at its first
end portion E, as later shown in FIG. 7, i.e., the end of
the stone slab resides beneath the surface of the base
portion 21 at first end portion E4 so that the end of the
stone slab is hidden from view by virtue of the top surface
33 of the base portion 21 and the front wall portion 16.
Similarly, a second slab of stone countertop may have
its end portion shrouded by its being inserted into an anal-
ogous slot at end E, of the adapter 14, thus providing a
construct which comprises two rectangularly-shaped
stone countertop slabs whose ends each protrude into
the slots S at ends E4 and E, of the adapter 14 of this
embodiment of the invention to yield a long countertop
having a stone slab at each end and the adapter 14 be-
tween them. The adapter 14 may further include a cutout
hole 17 of standard size to enable a cooking range to be
supported therein, or alternatively beneath which an un-
dermount sink may be provided. Thus, an adapter ac-
cording to this embodiment of the present invention com-
pletely eliminates the need for on-site cutting out of a
mounting hole for an undermount sink or a drop-in coun-
tertop cooking range in a stone countertop setting. The
front wall portion 16 shields from view the fact that there
is no stone material along the front portion of the adapter,
and it is thus preferable that the height dimension H con-
form substantially, or be at least equal to the thickness
of the countertop employed in a given installation. The
cross-sectional relief of the front wall portion in this em-
bodiment is as a rectangle; however it is entirely within
the scope of the present claimed invention that its cross
section may take on any shape which is either the same
as or different from the contour of the front portion of the
stone slabs used as the countertop surface, i.e., it may
be convexly rounded or beveled, etc. Further, the front
wall portion or front lip as elsewhere described herein
can be fastened, stamped, moulded, machined or cast
to the base portion. The front wall or lip can be shaped
to conform to the front edge of the countertop sections
with which it is used in conjunction with, including bull-
nose, beveled, or simply square. The front lip or wall can
be wrapped under the counter as well.

[0015] InFIG. 4 is shown a perspective view of a sink
provided according to an alternate embodiment of the
invention which utilizes the concept previously specified
forthe adapter14in FIG. 3. This comprises a base portion
21, which in one preferred form of the invention is sub-
stantially rectangular in configuration and is comprised
of sheet stock, which may be comprised of any material

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

of construction including without limitation polymers,
woods, stone, or metal, and is preferably comprised of
stainless steel in one form of the invention. The base
portion 21 has a front portion labeled F and a rear portion
labeled R, and further includes a substantially planar top
surface 33, a first end portion E4, and a second end por-
tion E,. There is also a front wall portion 16 shaped sub-
stantially in the form of a rectangular solid, which may be
simply sheet metal, which is attached to the front portion
F of the base portion 21 along the entire length of the
base portion 21 in such a fashion in this embodiment that
the angle which the front wall portion 16 makes at its
point of attachment to the base portion 21 is about 90
degrees. The front wall portion 16 may be attached to
the base portion 21 using conventional means, such as
conventional fasteners including brackets, screws,
welds, and adhesives, or it may be an integral part of the
construction, i.e., the device of FIG. 4 may be of singular
construction, being fabricated from one piece of contin-
uous material, such as steel, porcelain, wood, polymers,
etc., made by known manufacturing methods, such as
extrusion, molding, sculpting, bending etc., as may be all
embodiments of adapters set forth in this specification..
There may in this embodiment, and others, optionaly be
fixture holes 9 which extend through the base portion 21
to allow fitment of a standard sink faucet fixture. Addi-
tionally, there is a basin 51 having a drain hole 71. The
basin 51 may be part of the same construct as the front
wall portion 16 and base portion 21, as in the case when
this device is fabricated from a single piece of steel stock,
as the manufacture of one-piece metal sinks is well
known in the art. In an alternative embodiment, the basin
51 may be an undermount sink which is affixed to the
adapter 14 from the underside using fastening means
known to those skilled in the art including without limita-
tion adhesives such as epoxies or welding. There is also
a bottom portion 13 and a rear wall portion 15 as previ-
ously described, which together with the base portion 21
and the front wall portion 16 collectively define a slot S
into which the end of a stone slab countertop may be
inserted.

[0016] InFIG. 5is shown a side view of a sink accord-
ing to the embodiment described in relation to FIG 4. In
this FIG. 5 are shown the respective positions of the base
portion 21, front wall portion 16, bottom portion 13, rear
wall 15, basin 51, and slot S. Further shown in FIG. 5 is
the bottom surface B of the top surface 33 (FIG. 4) of the
base portion 21.

[0017] InFIG. 6 is shown a side view of a sink accord-
ing to the embodiment previously specified in relation to
FIG. 2, showing the base portion 2, front lip portion 11,
and basin 5. Further shownin FIG. 6 is the bottom surface
B of the base portion 2.

[0018] InFIG. 7 is shown a sink 51 installed in a coun-
tertop according to one form of the invention using the
adapter 14 from FIG. 3. This countertop comprises a first
rectangularly-shaped counter C4 and a second rectan-
gularly-shaped counter C,, wherein the end of the coun-



9 EP 2172 130 A1 10

ter C, is inserted into the slot S of the adapter 14 (FIG.
3) to a distance no greater than W, thus providing a coun-
tertop having an adapter according to the invention be-
tween two stone slab countertops and thus eliminating
the need for on-site cutting of stone. The slab counters
C, and C, each have a top surface 101.

[0019] InFIG.8isshownanadapterinstalledinacoun-
tertop according to one form of the invention using the
adapter 10 from FIG. 1. This countertop comprises a first
stone slab counter C4 and a second stone slab counter
C,, wherein the ends of the counter are disposed beneath
the top surface 3 of the base portion 2 sufficiently to hide
the end of the stone slab beneath the top surface 3, thus
providing a countertop having an adapter according to
the invention between two stone slabs and thus eliminat-
ing the need for on-site cutting of stone. The cutout hole
17 may be provided with a drop in cooktop, a drop in sink,
an undermount sink, or other fixture. The slab counters
C, and C, each have a top surface 101.

[0020] Although the adapters of the present invention
have been described as being useful in combination with
stone slab countertops, they are not limited exclusively
to countertops made from such materials but are rather
useful with countertops made from all known materials
from which countertops may be fabricated, including
without limitation, wood, ceramics, metal, composites,
resins, etc.. The present invention enables anyone ca-
pable of making a square cut to be able to install a fixture.
[0021] The cutout holes and sink basins which are to
be used in conjunction therewith may comprise many
different shapes and contours, as such are known in the
artincluding ovals, etc. In addition, the present invention
contemplates the use of cutout holes for housing other
appliances, and when used in conjunction with a sink
basin, the sink basin may or may notinclude faucet holes.
A sink or adapter according to the present invention may
be stamped from sheetstock, moulded, cast, machined
from steel, polymers, stone etc. In certain embodiments,
the sink or adapter will extend from the front edge of the
counter to the rear, thus eliminating the need for as much
granite, where 2 pieces join on each side, which simul-
taneously makes installation much easier and less time-
intensive.

For purposes of this application, an adapter 10 or 14 can
be considered as a central fixture unit, inasmuch as it is
disposed in a central location within a continuous coun-
tertop in its final intended installed position.

[0022] Consideration must be given to the fact that al-
though this invention has been described and disclosed
in relation to certain preferred embodiments, obvious
equivalent modifications and alterations thereof will be-
come apparent to one of ordinary skill in this art upon
reading and understanding this specification and the
claims appended hereto. This includes subject matter
defined by any combination of any one of the various
claims appended hereto with any one or more of the re-
maining claims, including the incorporation of the fea-
tures and/or limitations of any dependent claim, singly or
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in combination with features and/or limitations of any one
or more of the other dependent claims, with features
and/or limitations of any one or more of the independent
claims, with the remaining dependent claims in their orig-
inal text being read and applied to any independent
claims so modified. This also includes combination of the
features and/or limitations of one or more of the inde-
pendent claims with features and/or limitations of another
independent claims to arrive at a modified independent
claim, with the remaining dependent claims in their orig-
inal text being read and applied to any independent claim
so modified. Accordingly, the presently disclosed inven-
tion is intended to cover all such modifications and alter-
ations, and is limited only by the scope of the claims which
follow.

Claims

1. Anadapter useful as a componentin providing coun-
tertops in a work area which comprises:

a) a substantially planar base portion which
comprises a first end portion, a second end por-
tion, a front portion and a rear portion, a top sur-
face, a bottom surface, a length dimension and
a width dimension;

b) a front lip portion having a length dimension,
a width dimension, and a thickness dimension,
wherein said front lip portion is attached to said
front portion of said base portion such that the
length dimension of said front lip portion coin-
cides with the length dimension of said base por-
tion and the width dimension of said front lip por-
tion extends in a direction downward from the
plane of said base portion; and

c) a sink basin attached to said base portion,
said base portion, said lip portion, and said sink
basin collectively comprising a one-piece con-
struct.

2. An adapter according to claim 1 wherein said front
lip portion extends downward from the plane of said
base portion such that the width dimension of said
front lip portion intersects said planar base portion
at an angle of about 90 degrees.

3. An adapter according to claim 1 wherein said sub-
stantially planar base portion is substantially rectan-
gular in shape.

4. An adapter according to claim 1 wherein said sink
basin is substantially rectangular, circular, or oval in
shape.

5. A countertop assembly comprising the adapter of
claim 1 and further comprising:
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d) a first section of countertop having a top sur-
face and an end portion, wherein the end portion
of said first section of countertop is disposed be-
neath said first end portion of said substantially
planar base portion of said adapter such the top
surface of said first section of countertop is in
effective mechanical contact with said bottom
surface of said base portion of said adapter.

A countertop assembly according to claim 5 wherein
said first section of countertop is substantially rec-
tangular.

A countertop assembly according to either claims 5
or6 which further comprises: e) a second rectangular
section of countertop having a top surface and an
end portion, wherein the end portion of said second
rectangular section of countertop is disposed be-
neath said second end portion of said substantially
planar base portion of said adapter such the top sur-
face of said second section of countertop is in effec-
tive mechanical contact with said bottom surface of
said base portion of said adapter.

A countertop assembly according to claim 7 wherein
said second section of countertop is substantially
rectangular.

A countertop assembly according to claim 5 wherein
said front lip portion has a cross-sectional relief that
is contoured to be the same as the contour of the
front portion of said countertops.

A countertop assembly according to claim 5 wherein
said front lip portion has a cross-sectional relief that
is contoured to be different than the contour of the
front portion of said countertops.
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