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(54) Automatic anti-roll stabilization system of a watercraft

(57) An automatic system for anti-roll stabilization of
watercraft, comprising:
- a stabilizing fin (12) that can turn about an axis (18);
- an actuator assembly (14), designed to govern rotation
of said fin (12) about said axis (18); and

- a regulating system (16), designed to govern said ac-
tuator assembly (14) as a function of signals indicating
rolling of the watercraft.

Said actuator assembly (14) comprises an electric
motor (26) connected to said stabilizing fin (12).
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an automatic
system for anti-roll stabilization of watercraft, comprising
a stabilizing fin that can turn about an axis, sensor means
for detecting the motions of roll of the watercraft, and a
control device for governing rotation of said fin about said
axis as a function of signals supplied by said sensor
means.
[0002] Stabilizing fins are basically hydrodynamic pro-
files (similar to airfoil profiles), which are mounted in a
transverse direction with respect to the hull in order to
reduce the transverse motions of roll (rotations about the
longitudinal axis of the hull) induced by the action of the
waves. The hydrodynamic profile impinged upon by the
flow of water in relative motion with respect to the hull
generates a force of hydrodynamic lift that varies, among
other things, as a function of the angle of incidence of
the profile. The stabilizing fin is associated to a control
device that varies the angle of incidence of the hydrody-
namic profile as a function of signals indicating rolling of
the watercraft.
[0003] In traditional solutions, the stabilizing fin is as-
sociated to a mechanical actuator having a rotating shaft,
the bottom end of which comes out of the hull and is
connected to the stabilizing fin. The top part of the shaft
of the mechanical actuator is fixed to a rocker, to which
two hydraulic cylinders are mechanically connected. The
linear motion of the hydraulic cylinders is converted into
a motion of rotation of the shaft of the mechanical actuator
via the rocker, which also has the function of torque am-
plifier.
[0004] A typical system of anti-roll stabilization of a
known type is characterized by the following operating
parameters:

- angular motion of the stabilizing fin with respect to
its central position: +/- 30°;

- driving speed: between 22°/s up to a maximum of
60°/s;

- driving at high torque and low power;
- maximum speed of rotation: 6-8g/1’.

[0005] The motion of the hydraulic cylinders is ensured
by an on-board hydraulic system governed by a propor-
tional directional valve. The proportional valve receives
a voltage signal of +/-10 V processed by an electronic
control system.
[0006] In the known solutions, the electronic control
system comprises a control panel containing a regulator
of a PLC type. The electronic control system is associated
to a system of sensors for detecting motions of roll, com-
prising an inclinometer that measures the angle of roll
and a gyroscope that measures the speed of roll.
[0007] The electronic regulator processes the signal
supplied by the sensors and generates a voltage signal
that determines opening of the proportional valve. The
flow of oil that traverses the proportional valve governs

linear advance of the cylinders and hence rotation of the
rocker. There follows a rotation of the axis of the mechan-
ical actuator and hence of the stabilizing fin. Correspond-
ing to the presumed new angle of incidence is a new
value of the force of hydrodynamic lift and hence of the
rectifying moment generated on the watercraft. Said rec-
tifying moment tends to offset the destabilizing moment
generated by the impact of the waves on the watercraft.
[0008] The performance of the entire stabilizing sys-
tem is markedly affected by the dynamic response of the
following three subassemblies:

- mechanical actuator and stabilizing fin;
- hydraulic control system;
- electronic regulating system.

[0009] The dynamic response of the electronic regu-
lating system is certainly better than the performance re-
quired. Also the mechanical actuator in practice can yield
good results in terms of dynamic response. The critical
aspect of the system is represented by the dynamic be-
haviour of the hydraulic system.
[0010] The design and construction of the hydraulic
control system is subject to numerous constraints,
amongst which:

- need to use standard oleodynamic elements avail-
able on the market;

- head losses generated by the system of tubes and
within the proportional regulating valve;

- noise of the system, which limits the working pres-
sure to values of not higher than 120-135 bar;

- low efficiency of the oleodynamic system (the effi-
ciency between the installed power of the motor and
the shaft of the mechanical actuator is lower than
50%) ;

- need to provide a cooling system for dissipating the
heat generated by the losses of efficiency; and

- weight and complexity of the oleodynamic system,
and difficulty of installation and of management.

[0011] The aforesaid constraints affect and penalize
the dynamic response of the hydraulic control system
and consequently the entire stabilizing system.
[0012] The majority of stabilizing systems used today
envisage the option of stabilization at anchor, i.e., with
the watercraft stationary. In these conditions, since the
speed of the flow that impinges upon the hydrodynamic
profile is practically zero, the amplifying effect of the force
of hydrodynamic lift ceases, and the mode of control is
purely of an impulsive nature. Frequently, the motions of
stabilization at anchor are at a high frequency, so that it
is necessary to have available a actuation system with a
high dynamic range. This calls for an available power
higher than the one used in navigation.
[0013] To achieve a good stabilization at anchor it is
indispensable to be able to turn the stabilizing fin at a
high speed, in the region of 45-60°/s. To obtain these

1 2 



EP 2 172 394 A1

3

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

performance levels, the hydraulic control system must
work at a high power and, in these conditions, there are
high levels of dissipation. The efficiency of the hydraulic
transmission in these operating conditions is estimated
in the region of 30-35%. In such conditions, also the dy-
namic loads to which the mechanical actuator is subject-
ed become high, and this entails an oversizing of the
mechanics and hence an increase in the inertias of the
mechanical actuator system. This markedly penalizes
the dynamic response of the entire system, rendering at
times impossible the use of such a system for the function
of stabilization at anchor.
[0014] The purpose of the present invention is to pro-
vide an automatic system of anti-roll stabilization that will
enable the aforesaid problems to be overcome.
[0015] According to the present invention, the stabiliz-
ing fin is governed by a permanent-magnet d.c. motor.
To overcome the problem of the torque necessary to op-
erate the stabilizing fin, set between the electric motor
and the axis of rotation of the stabilizing fin is a motor-
reducer unit, preferably an epicyclic motor reducer, which
performs a multiplication of the torque supplied by the
electric motor.
[0016] The electronic regulating system of the system
according to the present invention is simpler and at the
same time more flexible and powerful than the electronic
systems used for control of oleodynamic systems.
[0017] The electronic control system associated to an
electric motor enables creation of new, very sophisticat-
ed, and highly adaptive algorithms of regulation. This as-
pect is of fundamental importance for providing a stabi-
lizing system at anchor without penalizing the system as
a whole, as occurs in traditional solutions.
[0018] Further characteristics and advantages of the
present invention will emerge clearly in the course of the
ensuing detailed description, which is provided purely by
way of non-limiting example with reference to the at-
tached drawings, wherein:

- Figure 1 is a schematic perspective view of a system
for anti-roll stabilization of watercraft according to
the present invention;

- Figure 2 is a schematic cross-sectional view accord-
ing to the line II-II of Figure 1; and

- Figure 3 is an exploded perspective view of the ac-
tuator assembly designated by the arrow III in Figure
1.

[0019] With reference to Figure 1, designated as a
whole by 10 is an automatic system for anti-roll stabili-
zation of watercraft. The stabilizing system 10 comprises
a stabilizing fin 12, an actuator assembly 14 and an elec-
tronic regulating system 16.
[0020] The stabilizing fin 12 is able to turn about an
axis 18 and is shaped according to a hydrodynamic pro-
file. The actuator assembly 14 is designed to govern ro-
tation of the stabilizing fin 12 about the axis 18.
[0021] As illustrated in greater detail in Figures 2 and

3, the actuator assembly 14 comprises a fixed support
20, rotatably supported within which is a shaft 22, to which
the stabilizing fin 12 is fixed. Preferably, two taper bear-
ings 24 are provided for support of the shaft 22.
[0022] The actuator assembly 14 according to the
present invention comprises an electric motor 26 and a
motor reducer 28. The electric motor 26 is preferably con-
stituted by a permanent-magnet d.c. electric motor
(brushless motor). The motor reducer 28 is preferably an
epicyclic motor reducer with input and output at 90° apart.
The input shaft of the motor reducer 28 is fitted on the
output shaft of the electric motor 26. The output shaft of
the motor reducer 28 is fixed with respect to the shaft 22
that bears the stabilizing fin 12.
[0023] The electronic regulating system 16 comprises
sensor means 30 for detecting the motions of rolling of
the watercraft, a microprocessor regulating unit 32, and
a driving unit 34.
[0024] The sensor means 30 preferably comprise at
least one sensor for detecting the angle of roll and at
least one sensor for detecting the speed of roll. The sen-
sor of the angle of roll can be an inclinometer, and the
sensor of the speed of roll can be a gyroscope. The mi-
croprocessor regulating unit 32 receives the data on the
motions of roll of the watercraft and processes the refer-
ence signals to be sent to the driving unit 34. Preferably,
the driving unit 34 carries out a control of the angular
position of the stabilizing fin 12 by means of an absolute
encoder 36 mounted on the shaft of the electric motor 26.
[0025] The electronic regulating system 16 according
to the present invention enables adjustment of the sta-
bilizing fin 12 in a way that is far more sophisticated than
is possible with electro-hydraulic systems according to
the known art. Traditional PLC regulators supply only a
voltage signal corresponding to an angle of rotation of
the fin, from which there is presumed a force of hydro-
dynamic lift generated by the profile and hence a torque
that counters the torque of roll.
[0026] With the regulating system 16 according to the
present invention it is possible to carry out control of dif-
ferent reference values of the electric motor 26, amongst
which: power, torque, speed, position, power absorption/
load.
[0027] The reading and control of the aforesaid param-
eters enables creation of very sophisticated and highly
adaptive algorithms of regulation.
[0028] Thanks to the fact that the actuator assembly
14 has a high dynamics and supplies satisfactory re-
sponses over a wide range of operating frequencies, the
electronic regulating system 16 can create algorithms
and laws of control not only as a function of the distur-
bance generated by the waves but, above all, as a func-
tion of the actual responses of the watercraft. This aspect
is fundamental for the construction of a good stabilizing
system at anchor, without penalizing the system as a
whole, as occurs in the known art.
[0029] In the traditional solutions with oleodynamic
control, the adjustment of the stabilizing fin 12 is based
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upon hydrodynamic laws, assuming that the actual op-
eration approaches the calculated one. This approach,
however, neglects a series of phenomena, amongst
which the interference between the hull and the stabiliz-
ing fin, that are difficult to evaluate with numerical simu-
lations or tank tests.
[0030] With the system according to the present inven-
tion it is possible to monitor the operating parameters of
the actuator assembly 14 easily (power, torque, speed,
position, power absorption/load). This enables evalua-
tion of the real dynamic behaviour of the stabilizing fin
12 and identification of its dynamics. The real operating
data enable identification of the hydrodynamic profiles
used and enable the due modifications to be made.
[0031] As compared to the known art, the advantages
that derive from the use of the stabilizing system accord-
ing to the present invention are the following:

- the actuator assembly 14 has a better dynamics as
compared to actuators of a mechanical type;

- the coefficient of efficiency of the control device is
higher, and a reduction of the installed power is con-
sequently obtained;

- a reduction of the dynamic loads on the actuator 14
is obtained: in fact, the loads act exclusively in the
axial direction, and there are no mechanical linkages
subjected to high dynamic loads;

- a reduction of the structural loads on the hull is ob-
tained;

- a drastic reduction of the noise is obtained, and
hence a higher comfort on board;

- a better dynamics of the system is achieved, so that
it is possible to obtain a regulator with higher per-
formance both in navigation and in stabilization at
anchor;

- installation on board is simplified as compared to the
known solutions since no intervention of skilled la-
bour is required;

- a better reliability of the system is achieved thanks
to the smaller number of components installed (in
the oleodynamic system according to the known art
leakage in a hydraulic connector is sufficient to jeop-
ardize operation of the stabilizing system).

[0032] Tests conducted by the present applicant show
that the actuator assembly 14 with electric motor and
motor reducer affords a higher performance than an oleo-
dynamic actuator according to the known art. The lower
power losses of the electric motor moreover enable var-
iation of the controller gains so as to improve further the
efficiency of the system. This enables an adaptive con-
troller to be obtained that is able to pass from one con-
figuration of gains to a different one as required.
[0033] Of course, without prejudice to the principle of
the invention, the details of construction and the embod-
iments may vary widely with respect to what is described
and illustrated herein, without thereby departing from the
scope of the invention as defined in the ensuing claims.

Claims

1. An automatic system for anti-roll stabilization of wa-
tercraft, comprising:

- a stabilizing fin (12) that can turn about an axis
(18);
- an actuator assembly (14), designed to govern
rotation of said fin (12) about said axis (18); and
- a regulating system (16), designed to govern
said actuator assembly (14) as a function of sig-
nals indicating rolling of the watercraft,

said system being characterized in that said actu-
ator assembly (14) comprises an electric motor (26)
connected to said stabilizing fin (12).

2. The system according to Claim 1, characterized in
that said regulating system comprises:

- sensor means (30), designed to supply a signal
indicating rolling of the watercraft;
- a microprocessor regulating unit (32), de-
signed to process the data on rolling of the wa-
tercraft supplied by said sensor means (30); and
- a driving unit (34) for governing said electric
motor (16).

3. The system according to Claim 2, characterized in
that said regulating system (16) is arranged for car-
rying out control of the angular position of the stabi-
lizing fin (12) by means of an encoder (36) associated
to said electric motor (26).

4. The system according to Claim 2 or Claim 3, char-
acterized in that the regulating system (16) is ar-
ranged for controlling one or more of the following
operating parameters of the electric motor (26): pow-
er, torque, speed, position, electrical power input,
load.

5. The system according to Claim 1, characterized in
that said electric motor (26) is a permanent-magnet
d.c. motor.

6. The system according to Claim 1, characterized in
that said electric motor is connected to said stabi-
lizing fin via a reduction gear (28).
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