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(54) Reversible backpack

(57)  The present invention relates to a backpack (1)
provided with walls finished on both faces so that it can
be turned inside out and used in either configuration. For
said purpose the back-piece (5) of the backpack (1) com-
prises a first, outer, face (5a) and a second, inner, face
(5b), a pair of first shoulder straps (7a) being fixed at one
end to said first, outer, face (5a) of said back-piece (5)
and a pair of second shoulder straps (7b) being fixed at
one end to said second, inner, face (5b) of said back-
piece (5). The walls of said backpack (1) can present
different colours or patterns on the opposite faces so as
to obtain a different aesthetic effect according to the con-
figuration assumed by the reversible backpack; in addi-
tion, the opposite faces of said walls can present a dif-
ferent structure, in particular with reference to the pres-
ence, number, and arrangement of pockets, straps and
the like, so as to be able to perform different functions.
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Description

Technical Sector

[0001] The present invention relates to a reversible
backpack.
[0002] In particular, the present invention relates to a

backpack finished on the inside as on the outside so that
it can be turned inside out and used as backpack in either
configuration.

Known art

[0003] There are known backpacks of a reversible
type, which can be turned inside out and used in either
configuration.

[0004] A reversible backpack of a known type is de-
scribed, for example, in the document No. US 5,361,951.
[0005] However, the backpack described in the afore-
said document comprises a system for positioning the
shoulder straps in the passage from one configuration to
the other that is complex to produce and complicated to
use.

[0006] There are moreover known reversible back-
packs that can be used as backpacks in a first configu-
ration, whilst in the second configuration (i.e., once
turned inside out) they can be used with some other func-
tion, such as for example waterproof jacket, bag with han-
dles, and so forth.

[0007] We cite by way of example the documents Nos.
WO 95/02345 and US 5,123,117.

[0008] However, the attempt to reunite different func-
tions in a single object leads, in general, to poor-quality
products that are complicated to use.

[0009] The main object of the present invention is to
provide a reversible backpack, which can be used as
backpack in either configuration, is of good quality, sim-
ple, as well as being economically advantageous to make
and convenient to use.

[0010] The above and other objects are achieved by
means of the reversible backpack as claimed in the an-
nexed claims.

Description of the Invention

[0011] Thanks tothe presence of a pair of first shoulder
straps on a first, outer, face of the back-piece and a pair
of second shoulder straps on a second, inner, face of the
back-piece, the reversible backpack according to the in-
vention is simple and economically advantageous to
make and easy to use.

[0012] By turning the body of the backpack inside out
it is in fact possible to expose on the outside either the
first, outer, face or the second, inner, face of the back-
piece and accordingly use, either the first shoulder straps
or the second shoulder straps, for carrying the backpack.
[0013] Advantageously, according to a preferred em-
bodiment of the invention, each face of the back-piece
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is provided with a pocket, inside which the pair of shoulder
straps that are not in use can be put.

Brief Description of the Figures

[0014] The above and other characteristics of the
present invention will emerge clearly from the ensuing
description of a preferred embodiment, which is provided
by way of non-limiting example with the aid of the an-
nexed drawings, wherein:

- Figure 1 is a front view of a backpack according to
the present invention, with the body closed;

- Figure 2 is a front view of a backpack according to
the present invention, with the body open;

- Figure 3 is a rear view of the backpack of Figures 1
and 2;

- Figure 4 is a side view, partially see-through, of the
backpack of Figures 1 and 2; and

- Figure 5 is a view of a backpack according to the
invention equivalent to that of Figure 2, in a variant
embodiment.

Description of a Preferred Embodiment

[0015] With reference to Figures 1 - 4, the reversible
backpack 1 according to the present invention comprises
a body 3 designed to contain the objects that are to be
carried.

[0016] The body 3 of the backpack has reversible
walls, finished on both faces, and is designed to assume
a first configuration, in which the body has a first face of
said walls in view, and a second configuration, in which
the body is turned inside out and has a second face of
said walls in view.

[0017] The walls of the body 3 preferably have different
colours or patterns on the opposite faces so as to bestow
upon the backpack 1 in each configuration a distinct and
different aesthetic appearance.

[0018] Furthermore, the opposite faces of the walls of
the body 3 preferably have a different structure so as to
be able to perform different functions. For example, the
opposite faces of said walls can present pockets of dif-
ferent dimensions and/or located in different positions;
in addition, the opposite faces of said walls can be pro-
vided or not with straps for fixing of objects on the outside
of the body 3.

[0019] In both configurations, the body 3 is designed
to provide a compartment in which to insert objects to be
carried, which is accessible, for example, by means of
an opening provided with a zip for access 4 of dimensions
sufficient to enable access to said compartment and to
enable the backpack 1 to pass from the first configuration
to the second configuration.

[0020] As in known backpacks, one of the walls of the
body 3 constitutes a back-piece 5, which during use re-
mains in contact with the back of the user.

[0021] According to the invention, the back-piece 5
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comprises afirst, outer, face 5a and a second, inner, face
5b, and the backpack 1 comprises a pair of first shoulder
straps 7a fixed at one end to said first, outer, face 5a of
the back-piece 5 and a pair of second shoulder straps
7b (just one of which is illustrated in Figure 2), fixed at
one endto said second, inner, face 5b of the back-piece 5.
[0022] Preferably, as illustrated, the first shoulder
straps 7a are fixed at one first end to the outer face 5a
of the back-piece 5 in an area corresponding to its top
portion; at the opposite end, the first shoulder straps 7a
envisage engagement means 9a that co-operate with
corresponding engagement elements 11a provided on
the outer face 5a of the back-piece 5 in an area corre-
sponding to its bottom portion.

[0023] Likewise, the second shoulder straps 7b are
fixed at one first end to the inner face 5b of the back-
piece 5 in an area corresponding to its top portion; at the
opposite end, the second shoulder straps 7b envisage
engagement means 9b that co-operate with correspond-
ing engagement elements 11b provided on the outer face
5b of the back-piece 5 in an area corresponding to its
bottom portion.

[0024] The engagement means 9a, 9b and the corre-
sponding engagement elements 11a, 11b can be chosen
without restrictions from among known devices. For in-
stance, as represented in Figures 1 - 4, the engagement
means 9a, 9b may be buckles, and the engagement el-
ements 11a, 11b may accordingly be rings.

[0025] In the preferred embodiment, the first and sec-
ond shoulder straps are fixed at one end to the respective
faces of the back-piece in an unremovable manner, for
example by means of stitching. However, it is also pos-
sible to consider fixing said shoulder straps to said back-
piece in aremovable manner by means of purposely pro-
vided connection means, such as zips, Velcro™ strips,
and the like.

[0026] Likewise, in the preferred embodiment, the first
and second shoulder straps envisage at the opposite end
engagement means that co-operate with corresponding
engagement elements provided on the back-piece of the
backpack. However, it is also possible to consider fixing
said shoulder straps to said back-piece in a permanent
manner, for example by means of stitching, at both ends.
[0027] Inany case, the preferred embodiment illustrat-
ed in Figures 1 - 4 affords the advantage of preventing
the shoulder straps from getting lost (in so far as they are
fixed in an unremovable way at the first end), albeit guar-
anteeing a certain degree of freedom in displacing them
(in so far as they are releasable from the back-piece at
the second end).

[0028] Operation of the reversible backpack 1 so far
described is explained in what follows.

[0029] Starting from the first configuration represented
in Figures 1 - 4, in which the first, outer, face 5a of the
back-piece 5 and the first shoulder straps 7a are exposed
on the outside, in the case where the user wishes to turn
the backpack inside out and get it to pass to the second
configuration, he can perform the following operations:
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- releasing, if connected, the engagement means 9a
of the first shoulder straps 7a from the corresponding
engagement elements 11a;

- opening the access to the inside of the body 3 by
acting on the zip 4;

- turning the body 3 of the backpack 1 inside out
through the opening in the body 3, thus exposing on
the outside the second, inner, face 5b of the back-
piece 5 and the second shoulder straps 7b fixed
thereto; and

- connecting the engagement means 9b of the second
shoulder straps 7b to the corresponding engage-
ment elements 11b.

[0030] At the end of said operations, the backpack 1
will be in a configuration in which the second, inner, face
5b and the second shoulder straps 7b are exposed on
the outside, whilst the first shoulder straps 7a are inside
the compartment defined by the body 3 of the backpack.
[0031] According to the preferred embodiment illus-
trated in Figures 1 - 4, the first, outer, face 5a and the
second, inner, face 5b are provided with respective pock-
ets 13a, 13b, in which the shoulder straps 7a, 7b can be
put when they are not in use, i.e., when they are inside
the body 3 of the backpack 1. Advantageously, thanks
to this arrangement, the pair of shoulder straps that is
inside the body 3 does not hamper the user in gaining
access to the contents of the body 3 itself.

[0032] The pockets 13a, 13b are preferably closed, for
example at the top, by known means, such as a zip fas-
tener 15a, 15b, in such a way as to prevent the objects
introduced into the body 3 of the backpack from ending
up inadvertently inside said pockets.

[0033] Passing now to Figure 5, a variant embodiment
is illustrated that is distinguished from the embodiment
previously illustrated precisely on account of the structure
of the aforementioned pockets.

[0034] Inthe embodiment of Figures 1 - 4, the pockets
13a, 13b provided on the faces 5a, 5b of the back-piece
5 envisage a rectilinear top side and a corresponding
rectilinear zip 15, 15b; in this way, the pockets 13a, 13b
define with the respective face 5a, 5b of the back-piece
5 a straight narrow slit, through which the shoulder straps
7a, 7b areintroduced or extracted according to the needs.
[0035] In order to facilitate the operations of extraction
and introduction of the shoulder straps from/into the cor-
responding pockets, in the variant of Figure 5 there are
provided curvilinear zips 15a’, 15b’ for closing the respec-
tive pockets. Said curvilinear zips 15a’, 15b’ each define
on the respective face of the back-piece a flap 17a’, 17b’
that can be lifted to ensure access to the respective pock-
et on a wider portion and hence in a more convenient
way and to enable introduction or extraction of the shoul-
der straps more easily. It is evident from what has been
described above that the present invention achieves the
pre-set purposes in so far as it enables a reversible back-
pack to be obtained with a structure that is simple and
economically advantageous to make and moreover en-
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ables the user to pass from one configuration to the other
with extreme ease.

[0036] It is also evident that the present invention is
suited to being incorporated in backpacks of different
shapes and dimensions.

[0037] Itis moreover evident that numerous modifica-
tions and variations are possible, without thereby depart-
ing from the scope of the present invention, as defined
by the annexed claims.

Claims

1. Reversible backpack (1), comprising a body (3) pro-
vided with reversible walls and suitable for taking a
first configuration wherein a first face of said walls is
visible from the outside, and a second configuration
wherein a second face of said walls is visible from
the outside, one of said walls of said body defining
a back piece (5) suitable for being in contact with the
user’s back in use, characterized in that said back
piece (5) comprises a first external face (5a) and a
second internal face (5b), a pair of first shoulder
straps (7a) being fastened at one end to said first
external face (5a) of said back piece (5) and a pair
of second shoulder straps (7b) being fastened at one
end to said second internal face (5b) of said back
piece (5).

2. Reversible backpack(1)accordingtoclaim 1, where-
in said first shoulder straps (7a) are fastened at one
end to said first external face (5a) of said back piece
(5) at the upper portion thereof and are provided at
the opposite end with hooking means (9a) co-oper-
ating with corresponding hooking elements (11a)
provided on said first external face (5a) of said back
piece (5) at the lower portion thereof and wherein
said second shoulder straps (7b) are fastened atone
end to said second internal face (5b) of said back
piece (5) at the upper portion thereof and are pro-
vided at the opposite end with hooking means (9b)
co-operating with corresponding hooking elements
(11b) provided on said second internal face (5b) of
said back piece (5) at the lower portion thereof.

3. Reversiblebackpack (1) accordingtoclaim2, where-
in said hooking means (9a,9b) are snap-hooks or
the like and correspondingly the hooking elements
are rings or the like.

4. Reversible backpack (1) according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein said first external face (5a) and said second
internal face (5b) are provided with respective pock-
ets (13a,13b) in which said firstand second shoulder
straps (7a,7b), respectively, can be stored.

5. Reversible backpack (1) accordingtoclaim4, where-
in said pockets (13a,13b) are closed at the top by
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10.

means of corresponding zippers (15a,15b;15a’,
15b’).

Reversible backpack (1) according to claim 5, where-
in said zippers (15a’,15b’) follow a curved path, so
as to define a corresponding flap (17a’,17b’).

Reversible backpack (1) according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein said first and second shoulder straps (7a,
7b) are fastened to respective faces (5a,5b) of said
back piece (5) irremovably, for instance by means
of stitching.

Reversible backpack (1) according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein said first and second shoulder straps (7a,
7b) are fastened to respective faces (5a,5b) of said
back piece (5) removably, for instance by means of
zippers or Velcro™ strips.

Reversible backpack (1) according to claim 1, where-
in said first shoulder straps (7a) are irremovably fas-
tened, for instance by means of stitching, to said first
external face (5a) of said back piece (5) at the upper
portion thereof at one end and to said first external
face (5a) of said back piece (5) at the lower portion
thereof at the opposite end and wherein said second
shoulder straps (7b) are irremovably fastened, for
instance by means of stitching, to said second inter-
nal face (5b) of said back piece (5) at the upper por-
tion thereof at one end and to said second internal
face (5b) of said back piece (5) at the lower portion
thereof at the opposite end.

Reversible backpack (1) according to any of the pre-
ceding claims, wherein the faces of said walls of said
body (3) have different aesthetic and/or functional
features.



EP 2 179 675 A1

FIG. 1



13b

7D

EP 2 179 675 A1

7a
::// 11
I I I :
N 5
11 11
I Il
| sb
- 3
- =
.............. ‘ O

11a

9b

FIG. 2



EP 2 179 675 A1

11a

13a

11a

FI1G. 3



EP 2 179 675 A1

ha

15a

o /

- e S A S " s {/fﬂ
7 el IS EE S




EP 2 179 675 A1

i
\ :://‘—#H__ﬂ/
17'

15al

{ |
\ N 15b

11a

11a

7b 8
Sb

FIG. 5



EP 2 179 675 A1

)

Europiisches
Patentamt

European
Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

N

EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P04C01)

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Application Number

EP 09 17 3893

Cat Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
alegory of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (IPC)
A,D |US 5 361 951 A (CHEHEBAR JOEY [US]) 1-10 INV.
8 November 1994 (1994-11-08) A45F3/04
* the whole document * A45F3/14
A US 6 394 328 Bl (ZAKARIN LAWRENCE J [US]) |1
28 May 2002 (2002-05-28)
* abstract *
A US 2004/065708 Al (AMRAM FRED M B [US]) |1
8 April 2004 (2004-04-08)
* abstract *
TECHNICAL FIELDS
SEARCHED  (IPC)
A45F

The present search report has been drawn up for all claims

Place of search Date of completion of the search

The Hague 3 December 2009

Examiner

Nicolas, Carlos

CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS

X : particularly relevant if taken alone

Y : particularly relevant if combined with another
document of the same category

A : technological background

O : non-written disclosure

T : theory or principle underlying the invention

E : earlier patent document, but published on, or

P : intermediate document document

after the filing date
D : document cited in the application
L : document cited for other reasons

& : member of the same patent family, corresponding

10




EPO FORM P0459

EP 2 179 675 A1

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 09 17 3893

This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

03-12-2009
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
cited in search report date member(s) date
US 5361951 A 08-11-1994  NONE
US 6394328 Bl 28-05-2002  NONE

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82

11



EP 2179 675 A1
REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION
This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

e US 5361951 A [0004] e US 5123117 A[0007]
WO 9502345 A [0007]

12



	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

