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(54) Bulk reclosable display package

(57)  Areclosable bulk display package (10) includes
a housing (14) having a back retaining surface (16) with
an opening (18), a peripheral wall (20) connected thereto
extending generally outward therefrom and terminating
inaforward edge (22) to formaninner cavity for accepting
an article, and a flange (24) extending from the wall and
having an opening (26). A cover portion (28) is provided
having a front retaining surface (30) having an opening
(32), a peripheral wall edge (34) connected thereto and

extending generally laterally from the front retaining sur-
face to form an inner cavity for accepting the forward
edge (22) of the housing wall therein in a snap fit manner.
A flange (36) extends from the wall edge (34) which
serves a dual purpose as a tab to aid cover removal as
well as a foot to form a part of a stand for shelf display
to maintain the package in a position whereby the retain-
ing surfaces are maintained generally normal and up-
right.
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Description
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to display packages in-
cluding a multifunctional display package. More particu-
larly, the invention relates to a bulk package display hav-
ing a product closure for removably containing articles
therein and a cover for retaining the articles within the
closure with a hanging support tab formed thereon and
a base support for maintaining the display package in an
upright manner when disposed on a support surface.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] There are numerous packages for storing or
displaying articles. The packaging can be a function of
the effect to be presented to the consumer. Display and
presentation of merchandise are important aspects of
retail marketing.

[0003] Display packages must not only be suitable for
the effective presentation and marketing of the merchan-
dise, but the manufacture of the packages must be effi-
ciently produced and be designed to be easily adaptable
to standard fixtures as well as to minimize the labor re-
quired by the retailer or jobber to unpack and display the
merchandise.

[0004] In the case of sandpaper, most current market
packaging includes cardboard or paper packages which
are configured to house a plurality of sheets of sandpa-
per. With respect to certain articles, such as abrasive
discs, existing packages suffer from several problems.
For example, the packages are not suitable for display
or storage in various retailer space or user space and
lack of desirability in the market place.

[0005] There are reclosable display packages current-
ly used for packaging and displaying consumer articles.
For example, a common plastic package is a "clam shell"
type package. Clam shell type package include a front
and a back cover which hingedly connect and mate to
one another at flange portions extending about the pe-
riphery thereof. The flange portions can include interlock-
ing male and female portions and a tab for hanging the
package. Such display packages are typically formed in
a blister pack material, wherein a label or the like can be
placed on or in the package in a visible manner which is
formed in a manner which typically snaps fits about the
product. Although some are vertically self-supporting,
blister pack display packages is not as user friendly for
reuse as this type package tends to be brittle and crack
or break and renders reuse impractical. The cost for pro-
ducing suitable display packages of a two-part intercon-
necting clam shell type system had reached the point
where the manufacture of these display packages is be-
coming prohibitive.

[0006] Abrasive or sandpaper sheets are packaged in
a manner such that the packages are hung in a vertical
manner from a peg board or like for viewing and identi-
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fication, taking up large amount of showroom square foot-
age within a store. Alternatively, some retailer’s space
configuration only provides for stacking packages on
shelves which limits the displaying of the goods.

[0007] It is also not uncommon for multiple sheets of
a particular grit size to be sold in a package. The con-
sumer typically does not require multiple sheets of a par-
ticular grit size. Rather, it is preferred to be able to select
only the number and type of sandpaper sheets necessary
to perform a particular job and from their standpoint it
may be desirable to have a variety of grit size in one
package.

[0008] The present inventor provided one attempt at
solving the problem in commonly owned patent 6427832
which provided a reclosable display package of flexible
thermoformed plastic material. While there has been
some improvement, there continues to be a need for a
more suitable package for abrasive discs for today’s mar-
ket.

[0009] The present invention solves the aforemen-
tioned and other problems of the prior art, and provides
improved bulk display package of a relatively rigid mate-
rial for displaying articles, particularly abrasive discs.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

[0010] Itis an object of the present invention to provide
a bulk display package for containing and displaying ar-
ticles of manufacture.

[0011] Itis another object of the invention to provide a
reclosable package wherein the article(s) being dis-
played are easily viewed.

[0012] Itis yetanother object of the invention to provide
a relatively efficient and inexpensive reclosable package
for displaying merchandise wherein the reclosable pack-
age is formed in a manner to permit multiple display and
storage capability.

[0013] According to the invention, there is provided a
reclosable bulk display package of plastic material for
packaging and displaying an article therein. The reclos-
able bulk display package has a first portion having a
back retaining surface having an opening therein, a pe-
ripheral wall surface connected to the back retaining sur-
face and extending generally outward therefrom and ter-
minating in a forward edge of the wall surface wherein
the back retaining surface and wall surface form a cavity
for accepting the article, and a flange extending laterally
from the wall surface and having an opening therein to
form a hanging support surface.

[0014] A second cover portion is provided having a
front retaining surface having an opening therein, a pe-
ripheral wall edge connected thereto and extending gen-
erally laterally from the retaining surface wherein the front
retaining surface and wall edge form a cavity for accept-
ing the forward edge of the wall surface therein in a snap
fit manner. A flange extends laterally from the wall edge
which serves a dual purpose as a tab to aid in removing
the second cover portion from the first portion as well as
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a foot which when the portions are connected and dis-
posed with their respective wall surface and wall edge
adjacent a support surface aids to maintain the package
in a position whereby the retaining surfaces are main-
tained generally normal and upright relative to the sup-
port surface.

[0015] The portions of the package are complementa-
ry formed to be removably connected to form an enclo-
sure about the article. Each of the openings in the retain-
ing surfaces permits the article to be easily viewed. The
flange of the first portion thus forms a tab portion by which
the package may be hung on a display rack or similar
device for displaying the packaged article. The wall sur-
face and wall edge can be configured to house sheets
or discs of sandpaper.

[0016] These and otherobjects will be readily apparent
from the following description when taken in conjunction
with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0017]

FIG. 1is a perspective view of the present invention.
FIG. 2 is a side view of the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a front view of the invention.

FIG. 4 is a front view of a part of the invention.

FIG. 5 is a cross-section of FIG. 4 through line 5-5.
FIG. 6 is a side view of another portion of the present
invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

[0018] Referring now to the drawings, the reclosable
bulk display package present invention is depicted in the
figures thereof and is generally designated by the numer-
al 10. The reclosable bulk display package 10 is shown
with abrasive sanding sheet material 12 (discs) housed
therein. The package 10 can be formed from a resilient
plastic material such as polypropylene.

[0019] The display package 10 has a housing portion
14 having a back retaining surface 16 having an opening
18 therein. A peripheral wall surface 20 is connected to
the back retaining surface 16 and extends generally out-
ward therefrom and terminates in a forward edge 22 of
the wall surface 20. The back retaining surface 16 and
wall surface 20 forms a cavity C1 for accepting the sand-
ing discs 12. A flange 24 extends laterally from the wall
surface 20 and has an opening 26 therein to form a hang-
ing support surface. The flange 24 thus forms a tab by
which the package 10 may be hung on a display rack or
similar device for displaying the packaged sandpaper 12.
As a design and utility feature, the wall 20 can include a
series of integrally formed panels 21 which provide inner
cavity which is generally cylindrical with a dimension to
retain the discs 12 in a transverse manner between the
panels 21. It is contemplated that other geometric
shapes, such as cylindrical may be employed to house
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sandpaper discs 12.

[0020] A cover portion 28 is provided having a front
retaining surface 30 having an opening 32 therein. A pe-
ripheral wall edge 34 is connected to and extends gen-
erally laterally from the front retaining surface 30. The
front retaining surface 30 and wall edge 34 forms a cavity
C2 for accepting the forward edge 22 of the wall surface
20 therein in a snap fit manner.

[0021] Aflange 36 extends laterally from the wall edge
34 and serves a dual purpose as a tab to aid in removing
the cover portion 28 from the housing portion 14 as well
as a foot which when the portions 28 and 14 are con-
nected and disposed with their respective wall surface
20 and wall edge 34 adjacent a support surface shelf S
and aids to maintain the package in a position whereby
the retaining surfaces 16 and 30 are maintained generally
normal and upright relative to the support surface shelf S.
[0022] The portions of the package are complementa-
ry formed to be removably connected to form an enclo-
sure about the sandpaper 12. Each of the openings 18
and 32 in the retaining surfaces 16 and 28, respectively,
permit the sandpaper discs 12 to be easily viewed. Each
of the retaining surface 16 and 28 can include indicia
relating to the sandpaper 12 packaged therein.

[0023] Thus, the present invention provides a unique
packaging device which is extremely well suited for con-
taining and displaying abrasive discs and other articles.
The invention enables the discs to be shown and dis-
played in varying retailer and user environments thereby
reducing shelf space requirements. Also, the package
maintains the discs in a relatively flat position to prevent
curl. It is understood that the invention is not confined to
the particular construction and arrangement herein illus-
trated and described, but embraces such modified forms
thereof as come within the scope of the following claims.
[0024] While a preferred embodiment has been set
forth above, it is intended only to present the invention
in an embodiment. It will be readily apparent to those
skilled in the art that many obvious modifications, deri-
vations, and improvements exist and are intended to be
included within the scope of the invention and appended
claims hereto.

Claims

1. Areclosable bulk display package for packaging and
displaying an article therein, which comprises:

a housing portion having a back retaining sur-
face having an opening therein, a peripheral wall
surface connected to said back retaining surface
and extending generally outward therefrom and
terminatingin a forward edge of said wall surface
wherein said back retaining surface and wall sur-
face form an inner cavity for accepting said ar-
ticle, and a flange extending laterally outward
from said wall surface and having an opening
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therein to form a hanging support surface; and
a cover portion is provided having a front retain-
ing surface having an opening therein, a periph-
eral wall edge connected thereto and extending
generally laterally from said front retaining sur-
face wherein said front retaining surface and
wall edge form an inner cavity for accepting said
forward edge of said wall surface of said housing
therein in a snap fit manner, and a flange ex-
tending laterally outward from said peripheral
wall edge which serves a dual purpose as a tab
to aid in removing said cover portion from said
housing portion as well as a foot which when
said portions are connected and disposed with
their respective wall surface and wall edge ad-
jacent a support surface to maintain said pack-
age in a position whereby said front and back
retaining surfaces are maintained generally nor-
mal and upright relative to said support surface.

The bulk display package of claim 1, wherein said
package is made of plastic material.

The bulk reclosable display package of claim 1,
wherein said wall surface and said wall edge are
generally annular.

The bulk reclosable display package of claim 1,
wherein said cavity of said housing portion is of a
shape and size to retain discs of abrasive material
to prevent curl thereof.

The bulk reclosable display package of claim 1,
wherein each of said retaining surfaces is generally
flat.

The bulk reclosable display package of claim 1,
wherein said retaining surface provides indicia relat-
ing to the article packaged therein.

The bulk reclosable display package of claim 1,
wherein said package is for displaying sheets of
abrasive material.

Areclosable bulk display package for packaging and
displaying an article therein, which comprises:

a generally cylindrical housing portion having a
generally annular back retaining surface having
an opening therein, a peripheral wall surface
connected to said back retaining surface and
extending generally normal and outward there-
from and terminating in a forward edge of said
wall surface wherein said back retaining surface
and wall surface form an inner cavity for accept-
ing said article, and a flange extending laterally
outward from said wall surface and having an
opening therein to form a hanging support sur-
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10.

11.

12.

face; and

a generally annular cover portion is provided
having an annular front retaining surface having
an opening therein, a peripheral wall edge con-
nected thereto and extending generally laterally
and normal from said front retaining surface
wherein said front retaining surface and wall
edge form an inner cavity for accepting said for-
ward edge of said wall surface of said housing
therein in a snap fit manner, and a flange ex-
tending laterally outward from said peripheral
wall edge which serves a dual purpose as a tab
to aid in removing said cover portion from said
housing portion as well as a foot which when
said portions are connected and disposed with
their respective wall surface and wall edge ad-
jacent a support surface to maintain said pack-
age in a position whereby said front and back
retaining surfaces are maintained generally nor-
mal and upright relative to said support surface.

The bulk reclosable display package of claim 8,
wherein said cavity of said housing portion is of a
shape and size to retain discs of abrasive material
to prevent curl thereof.

The bulk reclosable display package of claim 8,
wherein each of said retaining surfaces is generally
flat.

The bulk reclosable display package of claim 8,
wherein said retaining surface provides indicia relat-
ing to the article packaged therein.

The bulk reclosable display package of claim 8,
wherein said package is for displaying sheets of
abrasive material.
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