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(54) Apparatus for packaging articles and method for same

(57)  Anapparatus for transferring articles (A) initially
conveyed in an infeed stream (5) into cartons (C) con-

veyed in an outfeed stream (11), which apparatus (2)

comprises first conveyor (4), a second conveyor (6) and
a third conveyor (8), a first transfer means (9) and a sec-

ond transfer means (14), the first conveyor (4) being op-

erable to convey the infeed stream (5) comprising articles
(A) disposed in a first arrangement, the first transfer
means (9) being operable to engage and transfer select-
ed articles from the infeed stream (5) onto the second

conveyor (6) to form a second stream (13) comprising
articles (A) disposed in a second arrangement, the sec-
ond transfer means (14) being operable to transfer arti-
cles (A) disposed in said second arrangement into one
or more of said cartons (C) conveyed by said third con-
veyor (8) at a second transfer rate, said second transfer
rate being faster than a first transfer rate at which the
second transfer means would otherwise be operable to
transfer articles disposed in said first arrangement direct-
ly into said one or more of said cartons (C).
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-9, 14, 15

transferring articles into one or more cartons at a second
transfer rate;

2. claims: 10, 11, 13

transferring selected articles from the second conveyor into
one or more cartons;

3. claim: 12

transferring articles to selected Tocations on the second
conveyor;
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