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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention refers to the technical
field of the so-called easy open lids, which can be opened
without using tools, particularly those comprising a lid
with a weakening line and a hoop to pull from it, and more
specifically, protection means used to avoid cutting the
user’s fingers when pulling from the hoop to remove the
lid panel.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Nowadays, there exist different types of cans
with their corresponding lids. In the case of the so-called
easy open cans, used for food products, their lid is usually
made of tinplate, although it can be made of different
materials, such as aluminum, and adopt different shapes
such as circular, rectangular, oval, etc. In this type of lids,
its opening and removal from the can is usually made by
means of a hoop in an area of the lid next to the edge
and which is weakened due to a notch. The hoop is riv-
eted in the lid, and by an action, which is usually that of
lifting said hoop, it rips the weakening area, the panel of
the lid being later removed from the can by pulling from
the hoop.

[0003] This opening system is very simple and con-
venient since it avoids the use of any kind of tools, but it
has an important inconvenience, which is the risk of pro-
ducing cuts in the user’s fingers when opening the can.
[0004] Nowadays, there exist certain manufacturing
solutions which try to reduce the risk of cuts in the fingers,
such as making a rivet or belt on the edge of the can wall,
or on the edge of the lid, made of the same material as
the lid and in a continuous way with it, and which stays
in the can, to try to eliminate the risk of cuts with the sharp
edge. These systems avoid cuts since the fingers do not
need to be in the can, but they do not eliminate the risk
of suffering cuts with the edge of the panel being pulled
to open the lid.

[0005] Itwas then desirable a system offering a simple
and convenient way to open can lids, and at the same
time an anticut protection for the user, avoiding the in-
conveniences existing in the previous systems in the
state of the art.

DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0006] The present invention solves the problems ex-
isting in the state of the art by means of an anticut pro-
tector for easy open lids, of the kind that has a lid with
an area close to its edge which is weakened by a notch,
and which is ripped when an effort is applied with an
opening hoop riveted in the weakening area. The anticut
protector is formed by a belt made from elastomer, which
is placed on top of the weakening area, protruding in at
least part of the edge, from the panel, and covering said
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edge, at least partly, thus eliminating the risk of cutting
the user’s fingers with the part of the lid covered with said
belt.

[0007] Preferably, the belt is located along the entire
length of the lid edge, said edge being thus covered in
its entire length, thus eliminating the risk of cutting the
fingers with the entire edge of the lid panel.

[0008] This protector can be applied to all kinds of easy
open lids, of any shape, size and material, in which the
edge of the lid panel can produce cuts in the user’s fin-
gers, such as tinplate lids.

[0009] According to a preferred embodiment of the in-
vention, the anticut protecting belt is made of heat-fusible
plastic, being thus possible to easily mold itin any desired
way to be placed in the lid weakening area, and once
fixed, permanently stay at the edge, even after the lid
has been removed from the can.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0010] The followingis a description of an embodiment
of the invention, presented as a nonlimiting example
thereof, making reference to a series of drawings which
will help understand the invention better.

Figure 1 is a plan view of an anticut protector object
of the present invention, placed on a lid of a can.

Figure 2 is a plan view of a protector placed on the
lid offigure 1, in this case with the lid already removed
from the can.

[0011] Inthese figures reference is made to the follow-
ing elements:

1. can lid

2. opening hoop
3. lid edge

4. belt

DESCRIPTION OF APREFERRED EMBODIMENT OF
THE INVENTION

[0012] The anticut protector object of the present in-
vention is applied in easy open lids, of any material, size
and shape, of the kind having a lid 1 with an area next
to its edge 3 weakened by a notch, which is ripped when
an effort is applied with a pulling handle or opening hoop
2 riveted in the weakened area. The lid 1 can be made
of any material with an edge 3 that can produce cuts in
the user’s fingers, such as tinplate.

[0013] The anticut protectoris abelt4 placed in atleast
part of the lid 1 edge 3, and covers the edge 3 of said lid
1 at least partially.

[0014] The figures show a preferred embodiment of
the invention in which the belt 4 is placed along the entire
length of the edge 3 of said lid 1, thus covering said edge
in its entire length. In the particular case shown in the
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figures, the can and the lid 1 are circular, so the belt 4
covers the entire perimeter of the circumference.

[0015] The belt 4 object of the present invention is
made from elastomer material, and preferably of heat-
fusible plastic, which facilitates the molding of the mate- &
rial to adapt it to the size and shape of the lid 1, which
once fixed can permanently stay at the edge 3 of the lid

1, even after the lid 1 has been removed from the can.
According to particular embodiments, all kinds of plastic
materials are used, such as silicon, hot melt, hot adhe- 70
sives or paraffin.

[0016] Once the invention has been clearly described,

it is worth pointing out that the particular embodiments
which have been previously described can be modified
with regards to their details, as long as the fundamental 75
principle and essence of the invention are not modified.

Claims
20
1. Anticut protectorfor easy open can lids, of those hav-
ingalid (1) with an area next toits edge (3) weakened
by a notch, which is ripped when an effort is applied
with an opening hoop (2) riveted in the weakened
area, said anticut protector being characterized in 25
that it comprises a belt (4) made from elastomer
placed in at least part of the lid (1) edge (3), covering
the edge (3) of the lid (1) at least partially.

2. Anticut protector for easy open can lids accordingto 30
claim 1, characterized in that the belt (4) is placed
along the entire length of the edge (3) of the lid (1),
covering said edge (3) in its entire length.

3. Anticut protector for easy open can lids accordingto 35

any of the preceding claims, characterized in that
the belt is made of heat-fusible plastic.
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