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(54) Container with additional external panel
(57)  Acontainer (10) comprises an outer sleeve (12);
an inner housing (14) contained within the outer sleeve
(12) and moveable relative thereto between a closed po-
sition and an open position; an external panel (30) visible
on the outer sleeve (12) and mounted for movement
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along afirstwall (16) of the outer sleeve (12); and alinking
device (28) connecting the external panel (30) to the inner
housing (14) such that movement of the inner housing
(14) between the closed position and the open position
brings about movement of the external panel (30) along
the first wall (16) of the outer sleeve (12).

Figure 1
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Description

[0001] The presentinvention relatesto a container with
an additional external panel. The container finds partic-
ular application as a container for smoking articles such
as cigarettes.

[0002] Itis known to package smoking articles and oth-
er consumer goods in containers formed from folded lam-
inar blanks. Elongate smoking articles, such as cigarettes
and cigars, are commonly sold in hinge lid packs con-
structed from one-piece laminar cardboard blanks. How-
ever, containers for elongate smoking articles and other
consumer goods having two portions, an outer shell and
an inner housing, formed from separate laminar blanks,
are also known. In such containers, the consumer goods
are housed in the inner housing, which is slidable within
the outer shell between a closed position and an open
position, in which an opening in the inner housing is at
least partially exposed so that the consumer may access
the consumer goods. Containers in which the consumer
goods are housed in an inner housing having a hinged
lid that covers an open end of the inner housing are also
known.

[0003] Graphics and text are typically applied to the
exterior of packaging for consumer goodsin order to com-
municate information to the consumer. However, stand-
ard packs for consumer goods are relatively small in size
and have a limited visible exterior surface area for dis-
playing such information. It is known to increase the ex-
terior surface amount of information communicated to
the consumer by providing additional surfaces on which
the information may be printed. This has been achieved,
for example, by incorporating additional panels, or cou-
pons into the container.

[0004] Itwould be desirable to provide a container hav-
ing novel means for providing information to consumers.
In particular, it would be desirable if those novel means
increased the surface area available for providing infor-
mation.

[0005] According to the invention there is provided a
container comprising: an outer sleeve; an inner housing
contained within the outer sleeve and moveable relative
to the outer sleeve between a closed position and an
open position; an external panel visible on the outer
sleeve and mounted on the container for movement
along a first wall of the outer sleeve; and a linking device
connecting the external panel to the inner housing,
wherein movement of the inner housing between an open
and closed position brings about movement of the exter-
nal panel along the first wall of the outer sleeve.

[0006] Preferably, the inner housing is slidable within
the outer sleeve, in at least one direction. As the inner
housing is moved between its closed position to its open
position, the external panel is caused to move along the
first wall of the outer sleeve. The area of the first wall
which is initially covered by the external panel when the
inner housing is in the closed position is gradually un-
covered as the external panel moves away from its initial
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position. The text or graphics provided in this area are
therefore only revealed to the consumer when the con-
tainer is opened.

[0007] The inclusion of the external panel advanta-
geously increases the overall surface area available for
displaying consumer information compared to known
containers, since graphics and text may be applied to
both the first wall of the outer sleeve and the outer surface
of the external panel.

[0008] In the open position, at least a portion of the
inner housing projects outwardly from the outer sleeve
through an open end such that the interior of the inner
housing is accessible. The outer sleeve may have a sin-
gle open end. Alternatively, the outer sleeve may have
a pair of opposed open ends so that, in use, the consumer
can push the inner housing through an open end of the
outer sleeve. For example, in a preferred embodiment of
the invention, the top and bottom ends of the outer sleeve
are both open.

[0009] Containers according to the invention may op-
tionally further comprise a pull tab connected to the inner
housing, which, in use, may be grasped and pulled on
by a consumer in order to slide the inner housing from
the closed position to the open position.

[0010] The dimensions of the external panel are pref-
erably such that in the closed position of the inner hous-
ing, the panel does not extend beyond the edges of the
first wall of the outer sleeve. Furthermore, the external
panel is preferably mounted close to, or against the first
wall. Both of these features mean that the external panel
does not substantially affect the overall size and shape
of the container when the inner housing is in the closed
position. This facilitates the manufacturing process of the
filled container, such as any wrapping or labelling proc-
esses, since it enables existing techniques and appara-
tus to be used. In addition, the containers according to
the invention can advantageously be displayed and sold
in conventional display units and vending machines.
[0011] The external panel may be formed in any de-
sired shape and may be used to customise the container,
for example, by reflecting a brand or logo associated with
the consumer goods within the container.

[0012] The linking device of containers of the present
invention is attached to both the external panel and the
inner housing such that the external panel automatically
moves when the inner housing is moved relative to the
outer sleeve. The linking device must therefore be free
to move relative to the outer sleeve.

[0013] Incontainersaccordingtotheinvention, the out-
er sleeve lies between the external panel and the inner
housing. Therefore, in order to connect the inner housing
to the external panel, the linking device must be arranged
such that it passes around or through the outer sleeve.
This will typically be achieved by passing the linking de-
vice from the inner housing to the external panel through
one or more openings in the outer sleeve. For example,
where the outer sleeve has one or more open ends, the
linking device may pass from the inner housing through
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one or more of those open ends. Alternatively, or in ad-
dition, the outer sleeve may be provided with one or more
apertures, or cut outs in the first wall, through which the
linking device passes.

[0014] The linking device may be provided by any suit-
able means for connecting the inner housing and the ex-
ternal panel such that the movement of the external panel
is dependent on the movement of the inner housing, as
described above. Preferably, the linking device is an
elongate strip, or ribbon, which is adhered to both the
inner housing and the external panel. Advantageously,
the elongate ribbon may lie substantially flat against the
walls of the outer sleeve and the inner housing and does
not obstruct the relative movement of the inner housing
and outer sleeve. Alternatively, the linking device may
be, for example, an elongate cord, string or thread.
[0015] Preferably, where the linking device is an elon-
gate ribbon, the elongate ribbon is formed from a strip of
a relatively low friction sheet material, so that the linking
device slides easily and smoothly along the walls of the
container with which it is in contact. For example, the
elongate ribbon may be formed of a coated or uncoated
paper material, or a plastic film. Where a plastic film is
used, the film may be substantially transparent so that it
does not cover the graphics in the area of the first wall
of the outer sleeve which the linking device overlies. Al-
ternatively, the elongate ribbon may itself be printed or
coloured so as to form an integral part of the graphics
and text provided on the first wall.

[0016] In a particularly preferred embodiment the link-
ing device is a continuous band, or belt, which has been
formed by connecting the ends of an elongate ribbon.
The continuous band extends around all, or a part of, the
first wall of the outer sleeve and is attached to the inner
housing and the external panel at first and second con-
nection points along the belt, respectively. As the inner
housing is moved towards the open position, the band is
caused to move around a continuous belt path, at least
part of which coincides with the path of the inner housing
as it moves to the open position. This movement of the
belt in turn brings about the movement of the external
panel along the belt path. As the inner housing moves
from the closed position to the open position, the external
panel will move from an initial position on the first wall,
to a different, final position on the first wall.

[0017] Preferably, the continuous belt passes through
a pair of apertures, or slits in the first wall, which are
spaced apart so that the belt is arranged around a section
of the first wall of the outer sleeve. The slits should be
spaced apart by a distance which is the same or greater
than the distance between the open position and the
closed position of the inner housing, so that the move-
ment of the inner housing is not restricted in any way.
Preferably, the width of the slits is similar to that of the
elongate ribbon, so that significant transverse movement
of the ribbon away from the belt path is avoided.

[0018] Preferably, the slits are substantially parallel to
each other and substantially perpendicular to the direc-
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tion of movement of the inner housing. This means that
the elongate ribbon lies substantially parallel to the di-
rection of movement of the inner housing. The belt may
be of any thickness relative to the dimensions of the con-
tainer but will typically be narrower than the width of the
first wall of the container.

[0019] The external panel and the inner housing may
be connected such that they move in the same direction.
For example, the external panel may be fixedly connect-
ed to the inner housing through the outer sleeve, so that
the external panel and the inner housing move together,
in the same direction.

[0020] Alternatively, the external panel and the inner
housing may be connected such that they move in a dif-
ferent direction. In one preferred example, the external
panel and the inner housing are connected by means of
a continuous belt, as described above, such that the ex-
ternal panel moves in the opposite direction to the inner
housing. For example, in a container in which the inner
housing is moved upwards relative to the outer sleeve in
order to move it from the closed position to the open
position, the external panel moves downwards along the
first wall of the outer sleeve. Alternatively, in a container
in which the inner housing is moved out of a side of the
outer sleeve in order to move it to the open position, the
external panel may move sideways in the opposite direc-
tion, away from the inner housing.

[0021] The external panel may be mounted for move-
ment along any wall of the outer sleeve. Where the con-
tainer is in the shape of a rectangular parallelepiped, like
standard cigarette packs, the external panelis preferably
mounted on either the front wall or rear wall of the outer
sleeve, since these walls have a greater surface area
than the side walls and therefore allow the provision of
a larger external panel.

[0022] The external panel must be moveable relative
to the first wall and is preferably connected only to the
linking device and not directly to the outer sleeve or the
inner housing. However, the external panel may alterna-
tively be attached or integral to the outer sleeve or the
inner housing, provided the functioning of the container
is not adversely affected.

[0023] Preferably, the linking device is arranged so as
to restrict or substantially prevent movement of the inner
housing beyond the open position. Alternatively, or in ad-
dition, the container may comprise additional retention
means for preventing the movement of the inner housing
relative to the outer sleeve beyond the open position, or
for preventing the inadvertent opening of the inner hous-
ing, or both.

[0024] The inner housing may be of any suitable con-
struction that enables the consumer goods contained
within the housing to be accessed when the inner housing
is in the open position. For example, the inner housing
may be of a slide, or tray construction, which includes an
opening in at least one wall. In the closed position, the
opening is covered by the outer sleeve but the opening
becomes at least partially exposed as the inner housing
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is moved out of the outer sleeve towards the open posi-
tion. This type of construction is typical of the standard
slide and shell containers used to house smoking articles.
[0025] Alternatively, the inner housing may comprise
a body portion and a lid portion. The lid portion may be
connected to the body portion along a hinge line extend-
ing across a wall of the inner housing. The lid portion
must be pivoted open about the hinge line in order to
access the consumer goods housed within the box por-
tion of the inner housing.

[0026] Where a lid portion is provided on the inner
housing, the lid portion may be directly or indirectly con-
nected to the outer sleeve such that it is automatically
caused to open as the inner housing is moved relative
to the outer sleeve. This may be achieved using known
constructions, in which the hinge lid includes a flap on
the outside thereof, that engages with the inner surface
of the outer sleeve as the outer sleeve and inner housing
are moved relative to each other. The flap is then pulled
along with the outer sleeve, thereby opening the hinge
lid. A construction of this type is described, for example,
in EP-A-1,847,478.

[0027] Where the container includes a mechanism for
the automatic opening of the hinge lid, the linking device
and external panel are preferably provided on a different
side of the container to the side including the interacting
lid flaps, so that the functioning of the linking device does
not interfere with the opening mechanism of the lid.
[0028] Containers according to the invention may be
in the shape of a rectangular parallelepiped, with right-
angled longitudinal and right-angled transverse edges.
Alternatively, the container may comprise one or more
rounded longitudinal edges, rounded transverse edges,
bevelled longitudinal edges or bevelled transverse edg-
es, or combinations thereof. For example, by scoring in
a known manner a laminar blank from which the outer
sleeve or inner housing of the container are erected, a
"rounded-corner" pack of cigarettes or other smoking ar-
ticles according to the invention may be produced.
[0029] The container may be formed from any suitable
materials including, but not limited to, cardboard, paper-
board, plastic, metal, or combinations thereof. The outer
sleeve and inner housing may be formed from the same
material as each other, or a different material. Similarly,
the external panel may be formed of the same material
as the outer sleeve or the inner housing, or a different
material. Preferably, the outer sleeve and the inner hous-
ing are each formed from a single folded laminar blank,
more preferably from a folded laminar cardboard blank.
Preferably, the cardboard has a weight of between about
100 grams per square metre and about 350 grams per
square metre.

[0030] Containers according to the invention may be
used as packages for a variety of consumer goods. In a
particularly preferred embodiment, containers according
to the invention are used to package smoking articles.
Containers according to the invention may be advanta-
geously used to package smoking articles including, but
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not limited to, conventional lit-end cigarettes, cigars or
cigarillos, heated smoking articles comprising a combus-
tible fuel element or heat source and an aerosol-gener-
ating substrate (for example cigarettes of the type dis-
closed in US-A-4,714,082) and smoking articles for use
with electrical smoking systems (for example cigarettes
of the type disclosed in US-A-5,692,525).

[0031] Through an appropriate choice of the dimen-
sions thereof, containers according to the invention may
be designed to hold different total numbers of smoking
articles, or different arrangements of smoking articles.
For example, through an appropriate choice of the di-
mensions thereof, containers according to the invention
may be designed to hold a total of between ten and thirty
smoking articles.

[0032] The smoking articles may be arranged in differ-
ent collations, depending on the total number of smoking
articles. For example, the smoking articles may be ar-
ranged in a single row of six, seven, eight, nine or ten.
Alternatively, the smoking articles may be arranged in
two or more rows. The two or more rows may contain the
same number of smoking articles. For example, the
smoking articles may be arranged in: two rows of five,
six, seven, eight, nine or ten; three rows of five or seven;
or four rows of four, five or six. Alternatively, the two or
more rows may include at least two rows containing dif-
ferent number of smoking articles to each other. For ex-
ample, the smoking articles may be arranged in: a row
of five and a row of six (5-6); a row of six and a row of
seven (6-7); a row of seven and a row of eight (7-8); a
middle row of five and two outer rows of six (6-5-6); a
middle row of five and two outer rows of seven (7-5-7);
a middle row of six and two outer rows of five (5-6-5); a
middle row of six and two outer rows of seven (7-6-7); a
middle row of seven and two outer rows of six (6-7-6); a
middle row of nine and two outer rows of eight (8-9-8);
or a middle row of six with one outer row of five and one
outer row of seven (5-6-7).

[0033] Containers according to the present invention
may hold smoking articles of the same type or brand, or
of different types or brands. In addition, both filterless
smoking articles and smoking articles with various filter
tips may be contained, as well as smoking articles of
differing length (for example, between about 40 mm and
about 180 mm), diameter (for example, between about
4 mm and about 9 mm). In addition, the smoking articles
may differ in strength of taste, resistance to draw and
total particulate matter delivery. Preferably, the dimen-
sions of the container are adapted to the length of the
smoking articles, and the collation of the smoking articles.
Typically, the outer dimensions of the container are be-
tween about 0.5 mm to about 5 mm larger than the di-
mensions of the bundle or bundles of smoking articles
housed inside the container.

[0034] The length, width and depth of containers ac-
cording to the invention may be such that, in the closed
position, the resultant overall dimensions of the container
are similar to the dimensions of a typical disposable
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hinge-lid pack of twenty cigarettes.

[0035] The exterior surfaces of containers according
to the invention may be printed, embossed, debossed or
otherwise embellished with manufacturer or brand logos,
trade marks, slogans and other consumer information
and indicia.

[0036] Where the inner housing of a container accord-
ing to the present invention contains a bundle of ciga-
rettes or other elongate smoking articles, the smoking
articles are preferably wrapped in an inner liner of, for
example, metal foil or metallised paper.

[0037] Once filled, containers according to the inven-
tion may be shrink wrapped or otherwise over wrapped
with a transparent polymeric film of, for example, poly-
ethylene or polypropylene in a conventional manner.
Where containers according to the invention are over
wrapped, the over wrapper may include one or more tear
tapes. The one or more tear tapes may extend in a trans-
verse or longitudinal direction around the container.
[0038] The invention will be further described, by way
of example only, with reference to the accompanying
drawings in which:

Figure 1 shows a container according to the present
invention with the inner housing in a closed position;
Figure 2 shows the container of Figure 1 in an open
position; and

Figures 3a and 3b show a partial, schematic cross
section of the container of Figure 1 in the closed and
open position, respectively.

[0039] The container 10 shown in the accompanying
figures is in the shape of a rectangular parallelepiped and
comprises an outer sleeve 12 and an inner housing 14
mounted within the outer sleeve 12. The inner housing
14 isintended for housing awrapped bundle of cigarettes,
although these are not shown in the figures.

[0040] In the following description of the container 10
the terms "upper" and "top", "bottom" and "lower" and
"front" and "rear", are used to describe the relative posi-
tions of components of the outer sleeve 12 and inner
housing 14 when the container is in an upright position,
so that the inner housing 14 is slidable in a substantially
vertical direction within the outer sleeve 12.

[0041] The outer sleeve 12 comprises a front wall 16,
a back wall, a left side wall and a right side wall 18. The
top end of the outer sleeve 12 is open, to allow movement
of the inner housing 14 out of the outer sleeve 12 during
opening. In addition, the bottom end of the outer sleeve
12 is also open so that a force may be applied to the
bottom of the inner housing 14 in order to move it to its
open position.

[0042] Theinner housing 14 comprises a front wall 20,
a back wall, a left side wall, a right side wall 22, a top wall
24 and a bottom wall. The front wall 20 is of reduced
height compared to the back wall, so that the upper edge
of the front wall 20 is below the top wall 24. This creates
a rectangular access opening at the top of the front face
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ofthe inner housing 14, through which the cigarettes with-
in the inner housing 14 can be removed.

[0043] The transverse external cross-section of the in-
ner housing 14 is substantially equal to the transverse
internal cross-section of the outer sleeve 12 so that fric-
tional forces generated between the outer surface of the
inner housing 14 and the inner surface of the outer sleeve
14 substantially prevent movement of the inner housing
14 relative to the outer sleeve 12 until a positive force is
applied.

[0044] Figure 1 shows the container 10 with the inner
housing 14 in a closed position so that the front wall 16
of the outer sleeve 12 fully covers the access opening.
The height of the inner housing 14 and the outer sleeve
12 are substantially equal, so that in the closed position
the inner housing 14 does not project from the ends of
the outer sleeve 12. The top 24 and bottom walls of the
inner housing 14 therefore form the top and bottom walls
of the container 10.

[0045] In use, to gain access to the consumer goods
in the inner housing 14, the inner housing 14 is pushed
upwardly relative to the outer sleeve 12 in the direction
indicated by the arrow A in Figure 1. This is typically
achieved through the application of a force to the bottom
wall of the inner housing 14, which causes the inner hous-
ing 14 to slide longitudinally relative to the outer sleeve
12 from the closed position shown in Figure 1 to the open
position shown in Figure 2.

[0046] Inthe open position, the upper part of the inner
housing 14 protrudes from the top of the outer sleeve 12
and the access opening in the front face of the inner hous-
ing 14 is exposed so that the cigarettes can be accessed.
[0047] The frontwall 16 of the outer sleeve 12 includes
a pair of parallel, opposed slits 26 which are longitudinally
spaced apart and extend transversely across the front
wall 16, perpendicular to the direction of movement of
the inner housing. The slits 26 are centrally positioned in
the transverse direction and are between 10 and 20 mm
in length.

[0048] An elongate ribbon is inserted through each of
the slits 26 and the ends of the elongate ribbon 28 are
connected to form a continuous band 28 around the por-
tion of the front wall 16 of the outer sleeve 12 between
the slits 26. The width of the ribbon is similar to the length
of the slits 26, so that transverse movement of the ribbon
is substantially prevented. The length of the ribbon is
such that the perimeter of the continuous band 28 is ap-
proximately twice the distance between the slits 26. This
is to ensure that the band 28 is relatively taut and lies flat
against the adjacent walls of the outer sleeve 12 and the
inner housing 14. The ribbon is formed of a strip of trans-
parent plastic film.

[0049] An external panel 30 is attached to the portion
of the band 28 running along the outside of the outer
sleeve 12 at a first connection point 32, by means of a
suitable adhesive. As shown in Figures 1 and 3a, in the
closed position of the inner housing 14, the first connec-
tion point 32 between the band and the panel lies at the
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upper end of the belt 28. The external panel 30 is there-
fore positioned towards the top of the front wall 16 of the
outer sleeve 12.

[0050] The portion of the band 28 running between the
outer sleeve 12 and the inner housing 14 is attached to
the front wall 20 of the inner housing 14 at a second
connection point 34, by means of a suitable adhesive.
As shown in Figures 1 and 3a, in the closed position of
the inner housing 14, the second connection point 34
between the inner housing 14 and band 28 lies at the
lower end of the belt, opposite the first connection point
32 between the external panel 30 and the band 28.
[0051] As the inner housing 14 is moved upwards to-
wards its open position, the belt 28 is caused to move
around the portion of outer sleeve 12 between the slits
26, in an anticlockwise direction. This in turn causes the
external panel 30 to move down the front wall 16 of the
outer sleeve 12 in the direction of the arrow B, into the
position shown in Figure 2 and 3a. The area of the front
wall 16 of the outer sleeve 12 initially covered by the
external panel 30 is therefore uncovered and any graph-
ics and text printed in that area is revealed to the con-
sumer.

[0052] The extent of the upwards movement of the in-
ner housing 14 out of the top of the outer sleeve 12 is
limited by the presence of the band 28. This is because
once the second connection point 34 between the inner
housing 14 and the band 28 reaches the upper slit 26,
further rotation of the band 28, and therefore further up-
wards movement of the inner housing 14, is not possible.
[0053] The outer sleeve 12 and inner housing 14 of
the container 10 are both formed from cardboard laminar
blanks. The laminar blank for forming the inner housing
14 is of a similar construction to that used to form the
slide of aconventional slide and shell container. The inner
housing 14 may be formed around the wrapped bundle
of smoking articles, in the conventional manner. The lam-
inar blank for forming the outer sleeve 12 is also of a
similar construction to that used to form the outer sleeve
of conventional containers, except that the front wall pan-
el of the blank is provided with two slits 26, as described
above.

[0054] The elongate ribbonis inserted through the slits
26 and the ends of the ribbon joined together to form the
continuous band 28. The outer sleeve 12 is then assem-
bled around the inner housing 14, with the band glued to
the front wall 20 of the inner housing 14 at the second
connection point 34, as described above. The external
panel 30, also formed of sheet cardboard, is glued to the
band on the outside of the front wall of the outer sleeve
at the first connection point 32, either before or after as-
sembly of the outer sleeve around the inner housing. Fi-
nally, the assembled and filled container 10 is over-
wrapped with a transparent wrapper in the conventional
manner.

[0055] Although the inner housing 14 of the container
10 shown in the figures and described above is of a rel-
atively simple construction, with an access opening in
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the front face, it will be appreciated that many other con-
structions of inner housing would also be compatible with
the presentinvention. For example, as mentioned above,
the inner housing may include one or more hinge lids
which may optionally be connected to the outer sleeve
such that they open automatically when the inner housing
is moved upwards out of the outer sleeve.

[0056] It will be appreciated that whilst in the embodi-
ment described above, the external panel is mounted on
the front wall of the outer sleeve, the panel could alter-
natively be mounted on the back wall, or one of the side
walls of the sleeve. Also, it will be appreciated that whilst
in the embodiment described above, the access opening
is provided in the front face of the inner housing, it could
alternatively be provided in one of the other faces. Fur-
thermore, the opening could, if desired, extend over more
than one face.

[0057] Although in containers according to the present
invention, the bottom end of the container is fully open,
it will be appreciated that this is not an essential feature
of the invention and the outer sleeve may alternatively
include a bottom wall, which may optionally be provided
with a cut out through which the inner housing can be
pushed. Furthermore, it will be appreciated that whilst in
the container described above, the inner housing projects
through the top end of the outer sleeve in the open po-
sition, it could alternatively project through another end
or side of the outer sleeve.

Claims
1. A container comprising:

an outer sleeve;

an inner housing contained within the outer
sleeve and moveable relative to the outer sleeve
between a closed position and an open position;
an external panel visible on the outer sleeve and
mounted for movement along a first wall of the
outer sleeve; and

a linking device connecting the external panel
to the inner housing such that movement of the
inner housing between the closed position and
the open position brings about movement of the
external panel along the first wall of the outer
sleeve.

2. A container according to claim 1 wherein the linking
device passes through one or more openings in the
outer sleeve.

3. Acontainer according to any preceding claim where-
inthe linking device passes through atleastone open
end of the outer sleeve.

4. Acontainer according to any preceding claim where-
in the linking device is an elongate ribbon, the ends
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of which are optionally connected to form a contin-
uous band.

A container according to any preceding claim where-
in the panel and inner housing are connected such
that the panel and inner housing are moveable in
substantially opposite directions.

A container according to any preceding claim where-
in the inner housing comprises a body portion and a
lid portion connected to the box portion along a hinge
line extending across a wall of the inner housing.

A container according to any preceding claim where-
in the inner housing comprises an access opening
which is covered by the outer sleeve when the inner
housing is in the closed position and at least partially
exposed when the inner housing is in the open po-
sition.

A container according to any preceding claim where-
in the linking device is formed of a different material
to the outer sleeve.

A container according to any preceding claim where-
in the linking device is arranged so as to restrict or
substantially prevent movement of the inner housing
beyond the open position.

A container according to any preceding claim com-
prising a plurality of smoking articles in the inner
housing.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

12



EP 2 202 164 A1

14

5 <§/
Jﬁ b

RN

A
T~
N
16/ 4§7

28

26

A

Figure 1



EP 2 202 164 A1

24

14\’ /

22

\

8\
/
\

\

f//;é%’?/ 18
28\ %//% % //
12 ~— .
\, T~ Figure 2
30—

16
i
N § 3
8.\ 6.\
N SN~ —_ 20 N
32 ) 7
( | —
30
ﬂ 28 28
B J 32 R
: 34
S 30 S
\
\ 20
3

bl

Figure 3a Figure 3b



EP 2 202 164 A1

D)

Europdisches
Patentamt
European
Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

no

EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P04C01)

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Application Number

EP 08 25 3966

Categor Citation of document with indication, where appropriate, Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE
gory of relevant passages to claim APPLICATION (IPC)
X WO 2007/083151 A (DUFF DESIGN LTD [GB]; 1-10 INV.
THAIN HAMISH [GB]) B65D5/38
26 July 2007 (2007-07-26) B65D5/72
* figures 1-4 * B65D85/10
A,D |EP 1 847 478 A (PHILIP MORRIS PROD [CH]) [1-10
24 October 2007 (2007-10-24)
* figure 1 *
A US 5 503 268 A (PHAM XUAN M [US]) 1-10
2 April 1996 (1996-04-02)
* figures 1-4 *
A WO 00/38999 A (WHARTON BURGO [GB]) 1-10
6 July 2000 (2000-07-06)
* page 9, lines 26-36; figure 10 *
TECHNICAL FIELDS
SEARCHED (IPC)
B65D
The present search report has been drawn up for all claims
Place of search Date of completion of the search Examiner

Munich 20 April 2009

Jervelund, Niels

CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS

X : particularly relevant if taken alone

Y : particularly relevant if combined with another
document of the same category

A : technological background

O : non-written disclosure

P : intermediate document

T : theory or principle underlying the invention

E : earlier patent document, but published on, or
after the filing date

D : document cited in the application

L : document cited for other reasons

& : member of the same patent family, corresponding
document

10




EPO FORM P0459

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

EP 2 202 164 A1

ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO.

EP 08 25 3966

This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.

The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on

The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

20-04-2009
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication

cited in search report date member(s) date

W0 2007083151 26-07-2007 CN 101395065 A 25-03-2009
EP 1984264 Al 29-10-2008
WO 2007083156 Al 26-07-2007

EP 1847478 24-10-2007 WO 2007122200 A2 01-11-2007
US 2007251984 Al 01-11-2007

US 5503268 02-04-1996  NONE

WO 0038999 06-07-2000 AT 241513 T 15-06-2003
AU 767858 B2 27-11-2003
AU 1881800 A 31-07-2000
DE 69908415 D1 03-07-2003
DE 69908415 T2 06-05-2004
DK 1140639 T3 29-09-2003
EP 1140639 Al 10-10-2001
ES 2200583 T3 01-03-2004
JP 3875840 B2 31-01-2007
JP 2002533274 T 08-10-2002
PT 1140639 E 31-10-2003
Us 6557700 Bl 06-05-2003

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82

11




EP 2 202 164 A1
REFERENCES CITED IN THE DESCRIPTION
This list of references cited by the applicant is for the reader’s convenience only. It does not form part of the European
patent document. Even though great care has been taken in compiling the references, errors or omissions cannot be
excluded and the EPO disclaims all liability in this regard.

Patent documents cited in the description

e [EP 1847478 A [0026] e US 5692525 A [0030]
* US 4714082 A [0030]

12



	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

