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(54) Object-holding device for displaying goods and articles in a hanging position

(57) It is provided an object-holding device (1) for
goods display, comprising at least one object-holding rod
(2), a tag-holding rod (3), a tag-carrying plate (4) secured
to the tag-holding rod (3) by means of a rotational hinge

(6) adapted to allow rotations of the tag-carrying plate (4)
itself, and a hooking element (5) adapted to enable a
movable connection of said device to a shelf (10) or the
like.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to an object-hold-
ing device for displaying goods and articles in a hanging
position in supermarkets and the like, of the type dis-
closed in the preamble of claim 1.
[0002] Presently known are object-holding devices for
displaying hanging goods in supermarkets, shops and
others. These devices enable removal of the hanging
articles by sliding.
[0003] They consists of an elongated rod of metal ma-
terial adapted to support the packages containing the
goods or the goods themselves, and of a second metal
rod put in the vicinity of the first one and adapted to sup-
port an electronic or digital tag or label with an indication
of the displayed goods and the respective price.
[0004] They further comprise a hooking element
adapted to allow the device to be secured to a shelf, a
revolving platform or other elements for goods display.
[0005] The known art mentioned above has some im-
portant drawbacks.
[0006] In fact, known object-holding devices comprise
tags that in some positions can be hardly read.
[0007] In addition, the devices themselves are rather
expensive, because they are made of stainless metal
materials such as galvanised steel, and can be varied in
shape and colours with difficulty.
[0008] Under this situation, the technical task underly-
ing the present invention is to conceive an object-holding
device capable of substantially obviating the mentioned
drawbacks.
[0009] Within the scope of this technical task it is an
important aim of the invention to obtain an object-holding
device for goods display enabling easy reading of the
tags at any position, be they placed at the top or at the
bottom.
[0010] Another important aim of the invention is to pro-
vide an object-holding device that is simple, cheap, can
be easily modified, has an optimal aesthetic impact and
can be selected through personalisation of the colours.
[0011] The technical task mentioned and the aims
specified are achieved by an object-holding device for
goods display as claimed in the appended Claim 1.
[0012] Preferred embodiments are highlighted in the
sub-claims.
[0013] Further features and advantages of the inven-
tion are better clarified hereinafter by the detailed de-
scription of a preferred embodiment of the invention, with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Fig. 1 shows a side view of an object-holding device
according to the invention;
Fig. 2 is the section II-II shown in Fig. 1 of the object-
holding device;
Fig. 3 highlights a detail of the object-holding device;
and
Fig. 4 shows a shelf including a plurality of object-
holding devices.

[0014] With reference to the mentioned figures, the ob-
ject-holding device according to the invention is generally
identified with reference numeral 1.
[0015] It is adapted to be placed at the level of shelves
10, or revolving platforms in supermakets, shops and the
like.
[0016] The object-holding device 1 for goods display
in summary comprises at least one object-holding rod 2,
a tag-holding rod 3, a tag-carrying plate 4 secured to the
tag-holding rod 2 and a hooking element 5 adapted to
enable a movable engagement of device 1 with a shelf
10 or the like.
[0017] In greater detail, the object-holding rod 2 is a
rod of a varying length depending on requirements and
the product nature, being for example some ten centime-
tres long, and adapted to be disposed in a substantially
horizontal position, when in the operating condition.
[0018] It mainly extends along a single direction and
comprises a substantially straight portion, and preferably
an end portion 2a that is inclined upwards in an operating
position to prevent the objects placed thereon and slid-
ably hanging therefrom from falling.
[0019] The object-holding rod 2 is made of metal or
preferably of a polymeric material as shown in Fig. 1, and
more preferably of polycarbonate.
[0020] In the last-mentioned case said rod suitably has
a cross-shaped section, so that it has a better resistance
to bending, and its diameter is in the order of one centi-
metre.
[0021] The tag-holding rod 3 is made of a polymeric
material, preferably polycarbonate, and preferably has a
T-shaped section, a height preferably included between
2 cm and 8 cm and a width preferably included between
2 cm and 6 cm. The section itself gives it an ideal resist-
ance to bending and allows the tag-holding rod 3 to be
well in sight, should it be useful to mark and distinguish
the products, as better specified hereinafter.
[0022] The tag-holding rod 3 too mainly extends in a
single direction, suitably parallel to the extension direc-
tion of the object-holding rod 2. It further comprises a
substantially straight portion and can comprise a second
end portion 3a near the end portion 2a of the object-
holding rod 2 and inclined upwards to enable a better
view of tag 2.
[0023] The tag-carrying plate 4, on the contrary, con-
sists of a metal or polymeric plate, adapted to act as a
support for a tag. The tag can be made of paper or the
like or it can be an electronic tag consisting of a display.
[0024] The tag-carrying plate 4 therefore has a major
extension plane disposed in skew directions relative to
the major extension direction of rods 2 and 3.
[0025] The tag-carrying plate is further secured to the
tag-holding rod 3 by means of a rotational hinge 6 adapt-
ed to enable rotations of the tag-carrying plate 4 relative
to the tag-holding rod 3.
[0026] In particular, the rotational hinge 6 allows rota-
tions along a substantially horizontal axis perpendicular
to the major extension direction of the tag-holding rod,
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as shown in Fig. 3.
[0027] Moreover, the rotational hinge 6 preferably al-
lows rotations in a finite number of angular positions, at
which the rotational hinge 6 maintains the tag-carrying
plate 4 in a position of stable equilibrium.
[0028] This expedient is for example obtained by in-
serting a series of protrusions and notches, at suitable
positions, inside the rotational hinge 6 and it allows a
simpler and quicker adjustment of the tag-carrying plate
4.
[0029] For instance, inclinations are preferred that are
multiples of 15°, relative to the vertical direction and in
operating conditions, both clockwise and counterclock-
wise. In addition, inclinations exceeding 30° are often
useless.
[0030] The rotational hinge 6 is then preferably anti-
theft, and thus it cannot be manually unhooked.
[0031] The hooking element 5 is made of polymeric
material as well, and preferably of polyethylene, and
comprises a base 7 supporting the rods 2 and 3 and a
hook 8 for connection to a shelf 10 or the like.
[0032] In particular, the supporting base 7 is of an outer
parallelepiped shape and comprises a plurality of diag-
onal lattice portions giving the base itself a high mechan-
ical strength.
[0033] On the contrary, the shape of hook 8 depends
on the type of shelf 10 or the like. In particular, it can be
suitably shaped for being connected to a bar, a slat or a
grating. The shape of these hooks is known by itself.
[0034] The elements of polymeric material of the de-
vice 1 consisting of the tag-holding rod, the hooking el-
ement 5 and, in some cases, the object-holding rod too,
are preferably made of one piece construction.
[0035] This solution enables cheapness in manufac-
ture, since a single moulding operation is sufficient, and
a greater mechanical strength as joints or the like are not
present.
[0036] Device 1, when in the operating condition, is
placed on a shelf 10 or the like that preferably comprises
a plurality of devices 1.
[0037] These devices 1 are preferably such disposed
that the major extension direction of rods 2 and 3 is sub-
stantially horizontal or slightly inclined upwards, to pre-
vent the objects placed thereon from falling by sliding.
[0038] Actually, by the term "shelf’ 10 also mere walls
with support elements for the hooks 8 or revolving plat-
forms or others are intended.
[0039] In addition, the tag-carrying plates 4 are all suit-
ably turned towards a single observation point, as shown
in Fig. 4, so as to enable a user or purchaser to comfort-
ably and simultaneously look at the tags of different de-
vices 1, irrespective of the height at which they are placed
relative to the observer.
[0040] Finally, use of the object-holding devices 1 con-
templates the operations of inserting the packages of the
products or the products themselves on the object-hold-
ing rod 2 and specifying the type of product, the price
and other information on the tag placed on plate 4.

[0041] The invention achieves important advantages.
[0042] In fact, the object-holding device 1 allows an
easy reading of tags placed at different positions, as
shown in Fig. 4.
[0043] Another important advantage of the object-
holding device 1 resides in that the tag-holding rod 3 is
well visible and is made of a polymeric material. There-
fore it can be provided in different colours so as to allow
a possible first cataloguing of the exposed objects or a
decoration of the environment.
[0044] In addition, the object-holding device 1 has a
better visual impact as compared with the present hooks
made of galvanised wire.
[0045] A still further advantage of the device 1 is rep-
resented by the fact that it is made of materials that can
be 100% recycled, such as polycarbonate.
[0046] The object-holding device 1 is also cheap, sim-
ple and strong.
[0047] The invention is susceptible of variants falling
within the scope of the inventive idea and all of the details
can be replaced by equivalent elements.

Claims

1. An object-holding device (1) for displaying goods and
articles in a hanging position, comprising at least one
object-holding rod (2), a tag-holding rod (3), a tag-
carrying plate (4) secured to said tag-holding rod (3),
a hooking element (5) suitable to enable engage-
ment of said object-holding device (1) with a shelf
(10) or the like, characterised in that said tag-car-
rying plate (4) is connected to said tag-holding rod
(3) by means of a rotational hinge (6) adapted to
enable rotations of said tag-carrying plate (4).

2. An object-holding device (1) as claimed in claim 1,
wherein said rotational hinge (6), when said device
is in an operating position, is adapted to allow rota-
tions of said tag-carrying plate (4) around a substan-
tially horizontal axis, perpendicular to the major ex-
tension direction of said object-holding rod (2).

3. An object-holding device (1) as claimed in one or
more of the preceding claims, wherein said rotational
hinge (6) allows a rotation in a finite number of an-
gular positions, at which said rotational hinge (6)
maintains said tag-carrying plate (4) in a stable po-
sition.

4. An object-holding device (1) as claimed in one or
more of the preceding claims, wherein said tag-hold-
ing rod (3) and hooking element (5) are made of a
polymeric material.

5. An object-holding device (1) as claimed in claim 4,
wherein said tag-holding rod (3) and hooking ele-
ment (5) are of one piece construction.

3 4 



EP 2 241 223 A2

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

6. An object-holding device (1) as claimed in one or
more of claims 4 and 5, wherein said object-holding
rod (2) is made of a polymeric material.

7. An object-holding device (1) as claimed in claim 6,
wherein said object-holding rod (2), tag-holding rod
(3) and hooking element (5) are of one piece con-
struction.

8. A shelf (10) comprising at least one object-holding
device (1) as claimed in one or more of the preceding
claims.

9. A shelf (10) as claimed in claim 8, comprising a plu-
rality of said object-holding devices (1) including tag-
carrying plates (4) all turned towards a single obser-
vation point.
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