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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates generally to a method and apparatus for transmitting information needed to
allocate transmission resources to User Equipment (UE) in a mobile communication system and, more particularly, to
a method and apparatus for transmitting power headroom information of UEs in a mobile communication system.

2. Description of the Related Art

[0002] A Universal Mobile Telecommunication Service (UMTS) system is a 3rd generation asynchronous mobile com-
munication system that uses Wideband Code Division Multiple Access (WCDMA) based on Global System for Mobile
communication (GSM) and General Packet Radio Services (GPRS), which are European mobile communication systems.
[0003] The 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP), now in charge of UMTS standardization, considers Long Term
Evolution (LTE) to be the next-generation mobile communication system of the UMTS system. LTE, a technology for
implementing high-speed packet-based communication at a transfer rate reaching approximately 100 Mbps, is expected
to be commercialized in about 2010. To this end, several schemes have been discussed, including a scheme to reduce
the number of nodes located in communication paths by simplifying the network structure, and a scheme to align wireless
protocols and wireless channels, as closely as possible.
[0004] Referring to FIG. 1, Evolved Radio Access Networks (E-RANs) 110 and 112 are simplified to 2-node structures
consisting of Evolved Node Bs (ENBs) 120, 122, 124, 126 and 128, and Enhanced Gateway GPRS Support Nodes
(EGGSN) 130 and 132. A User Equipment (UE) 101 accesses an Internet Protocol (IP) network 114 by way of the E-
RANs 110 and 112.
[0005] The ENBs 120, 122, 124, 126 and 128 correspond to the legacy Node Bs of the UMTS system, and are
connected to the UE 101 by wireless channels. Compared with the legacy Node Bs, the ENBs 120, 122, 124, 126 and
128 perform more complex functions.
[0006] In the next-generation mobile communication system (hereinafter referred to as "LTE"), since all user traffic
including real-time services such as Voice over IP (VoIP) is serviced through a shared channel, a device for performing
scheduling by collecting status information of UEs is needed, and the ENBs 120, 122, 124, 126 and 128 are responsible
for the scheduling. To implement the transfer rate of up to 100 Mbps, LTE uses Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing
(OFDM) as a wireless access technology in a bandwidth of up to 20 MHz. In addition, Adaptive Modulation & Coding
(AMC) for determining a modulation scheme and a channel coding rate according to the channel status of the UE is applied.
[0007] An ENB ("base station") receives reports on information received from the UEs ("terminals") to perform an
operation of allocating transmission resources to the terminals, i.e., to perform scheduling, and an example of such
information may include Buffer Status Report (BSR) indicating information about the amount and type of data stored in
the terminals, and information about power headroom of the terminals.
[0008] The BSR provides information indicating the amount of data stored in a terminal according to priority, and this
information is generated and transmitted by the terminal to the base station if particular conditions are satisfied. The
particular conditions may include, for example, a situation in which new data has occurred in a terminal that stores no
data, and a situation in which a predetermined time has elapsed after transmission of BSR.
[0009] The power headroom information indicates the maximum available power that the terminal can use for uplink
data transmission, given the current channel condition of the UE.
[0010] Although the size of the power headroom information is only a few bytes, 1 Resource Block (RB) which is the
minimum transmission resource unit should be used to transmit the power headroom information, in view of characteristics
of the OFDM communication system. Therefore, given that a total of 25 RBs exist in a system with a 5-MHz bandwidth,
it is necessary to reduce the frequency of transmission of the power headroom information by generating and transmitting
the power headroom information only when absolutely necessary.
[0011] US 2004/223455 A1 discloses determining a buffer status, an increase and a decrease of a power headroom.
[0012] The document "On CDMA2000 evolution - Reverse link high-speed packet data support in CDMA2000 1xEV-
DV: upper layer protocols" dated 2005-04-01, by Balasubramanian s et al, discloses that R-REQCH (Reverse request
channel) provides information about the amount of available data and the MS’s current power headroom from an MS to
BS, and that R-REQCH transmission may be triggered by buffer level status and power headroom change.
[0013] The document "3rd Generation Partnership Project; Technical Specification Group Radio Access Network;
Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access (E-UTRA); Physical layer procedures (Release 8)", dated 2007-11-01, spec-
ifies and establishes the characteristics of the physicals layer procedures in the FDD and TDD modes of E-UTRA, and
discloses calculation of UE Transmit power for the PUSCH transmission in a subframe.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0014] Accordingly, the present invention has been made to solve the above-mentioned problems, and the present
invention provides a method and an apparatus for efficiently transmitting and receiving control information for receiving
a service in a broadcast communication system.
[0015] An aspect of the present invention is to provide a power headroom information transmission method and
apparatus for reducing the frequency of transmission of power headroom information of a terminal in a mobile commu-
nication system.
[0016] Another aspect of the present invention is to provide a method and apparatus to more efficiently use uplink
transmission resources by reducing the frequency of transmission of power headroom information of a terminal in a
mobile communication system.
[0017] In accordance with one aspect of the present invention, there is provided a method for transmitting power
headroom information by a terminal in a mobile communication system. The method is further described in the attached
claims.
[0018] In accordance with a further another aspect of the present invention, there is provided a terminal apparatus for
transmitting power headroom information in a mobile communication system. The terminal apparatus is further described
in the attached claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0019] The above and other aspects, features and advantages of the present invention will become more apparent
from the following detailed description when taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 provides an example of architecture of the next-generation mobile communication system based on the
UMTS system;
FIG. 2 is a flowchart showing an example of a method for determining the satisfaction/non-satisfaction of a first
condition (Condition 1) for transmission of power headroom information in a terminal;
FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing a method for transmitting power headroom information in a terminal;
FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing a method for transmitting power headroom information in a terminal;
FIG. 5 is a flowchart showing a method for transmitting power headroom information in a terminal according an
embodiment of the present invention; and
FIG. 6 is a block diagram of a terminal for transmitting power headroom information according to an embodiment
of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0020] The present invention will now be described in detail with reference to the accompanying drawings. It should
be noted that throughout the drawings, the same drawing reference numerals will be understood to refer to the same
elements, features and structures. In the following description, specific details such as detailed configuration and com-
ponents are merely provided to assist the overall understanding of exemplary embodiments of the present invention. In
addition, descriptions of well-known functions and constructions are omitted for clarity and conciseness.
[0021] In the following description, embodiments of the present invention will be presented to accomplish the foregoing
technical objectives. Although the same names of entities as those defined in 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP),
which is the asynchronous mobile communication standard, or in Long Term Evolution (LTE), which is the next-generation
mobile communication system currently being discussed of the UMTS system will be used for the convenience of a
description of the present invention, the scope of the present invention will not be limited to such standards and names,
and the invention may be applied to any systems with the similar technical background.
[0022] The necessary amount of power headroom information of terminals increases when a scheduler of a base
station aggressively allocates transmission resources to the terminals. In other words, the utility of power headroom
information of terminals increases when the base station intends to allocate many transmission resources to the terminals,
but little power headroom information is needed when the base station allocates less transmission resources to the
terminals. To describe this in more detail, a brief description is provided below of a definition of the power headroom
and a method of setting uplink transmission output by a terminal during uplink data transmission.
[0023] Power headroom of a terminal is commonly calculated by Equation (1): 
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where PMAX is the maximum transmission output of the terminal, and Ptx_lowest_mcs is the transmission output required
when the terminal transmits data with one Resource Block (RS) by applying the lowest Modulation Coding Scheme
(MCS) level. The PMAX may be determined depending on the device characteristics of the terminal or may be designated
for respective terminals on an individual basis by the base station in a call setup process.
[0024] When an arbitrary MCS level is applied and data is transmitted with n number of RBs, required transmission
power PREQUIRED is calculated by Equation (2): 

where Po and α are positive real numbers that are stored in the terminal or signaled by the base station in a call setup
process, PL is a path loss measured by the terminal, delta_mcs is an arbitrary integer that has been predetermined for
each MCS level individually, and f(delta_i) is a value that the terminal obtains by inputting uplink transmission output
control commands received up to now, to a specific function f().
[0025] The transmission output the terminal actually uses is limited by the PMAX. Namely, the actual transmission
output P of the terminal is calculated by Equation (3): 

[0026] Upon receiving a scheduling command to transmit data with a predetermined number of RBs at an arbitrary
time by applying an arbitrary MCS level, the terminal calculates PREQUIRED using Equation (2). Thereafter, using Equation
(3), the terminal transmits data with the PREQUIRED if the calculated PREQUIRED does not exceed the PMAX, and the
terminal transmits data with the PMAX if the calculated PREQUIRED exceeds the PMAX. Since the PREQUIRED exceeding
the PMAX indicates an impossibility of applying the required transmission output, the scheduler should allocate trans-
mission resources and apply an MCS level to the terminal so that this situation does not occur.
[0027] The power headroom of the terminal is information that the base station references to perform scheduling such
that PREQUIRED does not exceed PMAX, when allocating transmission resources and applying an MCS level to the terminal.
[0028] As shown in Equation (1), since the power headroom is determined by Ptx_lowest_mcs, and Ptx_lowest_mcs is
PREQUIRED when applying the lowest MCS level and transmitting data with one RB, factors used for determining the
power headroom include Po, α, PL and f(delta_i). Since Po and α are constants and the uplink transmission output
control commands are generated by the base station, f(delta_i) is also a value know to the base station. Meanwhile,
since the path loss is measured by the terminal, it is a variable unknown to the base station, and if the power headroom
of the terminal changes due to the abrupt change in the path loss, the base station may not recognize the change.
[0029] Therefore, if the path loss abruptly changes, the changed power headroom needs to be reported to the base
station. However, even though the path loss of the terminal suddenly changes or the power headroom abruptly changes
accordingly, it is inefficient to always report new power headroom to the base station.
[0030] As described above, the power headroom information of the terminal is needed when PREQUIRED is likely to
exceed PMAX as the base station allocates many transmission resources and applies a high MCS level, to the terminal.
However, if the amount of data stored in the terminal is negligible, there is a low possibility that many transmission
resources will be allocated to the terminal and a high MCS level will be applied to the terminal.
[0031] In an aspect of the present invention that addresses the above scenario, the terminal generates and transmits
power headroom information using the following two conditions:Condition 1 A change in path loss exceeds Δ.
Condition 2 The amount of data stored in a terminal exceeds a data amount threshold ("Y").
[0032] In Condition 1, a change in power headroom or a change in Channel Quality Information (CQI) may be used
instead of the change in path loss.
[0033] In Condition 1, a terminal may determine the change in power headroom by classifying power headrooms
indicated by code points according to areas, and then applying different thresholds to the respective areas. The reason
why the terminal uses the above method is as follows. If the power headroom is large, there is a low possibility that the
base station will perform scheduling so that PREQUIRED exceeds PMAX, since the changed power headroom still has a
large value despite the significant change. However, if the power headroom is small, there is a high possibility that the
base station will perform scheduling so that PREQUIRED exceeds PMAX despite an insignificant change in power headroom.
[0034] In the following description, it is assumed that the power headroom information consists of 8 bits and the power
headroom indicated by each code point of the power headroom information is as shown in Table 1.
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[0035] Referring to Table 1, the area between power headrooms X0 and X(N-1) is defined as an area 1, the area
between power headrooms XN and X(M-1) as an area 2, and the area between power headrooms X(M-1) and X255 as an
area 3.
[0036] Based on Table 1, if the last reported power headroom belongs to the area 1, a terminal determines that the
power headroom has changed by a predetermined threshold or more, only when a difference between the current power
headroom and the last reported power headroom is greater than or equal to Δ1. If the last reported power headroom
belongs to the area 2, the terminal determines that the power headroom has changed by a predetermined threshold or
more, only when a difference between the current power headroom and the last reported power headroom is greater
than or equal to Δ2. If the last reported power headroom belongs to the area 3, the terminal determines that the power
headroom has changed by a predetermined threshold or more, only when a difference between the current power
headroom and the last reported power headroom is greater than or equal to Δ3.
[0037] Namely, if the satisfaction/non-satisfaction of Condition 1 is determined depending on the change in power
headroom, the terminal operates as specified in FIG. 2.
[0038] Referring to FIG. 2, in step 205, the terminal recognizes power headroom information, a power headroom area,
and an area-specific change threshold through a call setup process. Recognizing power headroom information by the
terminal in step 205 refers to recognizing a mapping relationship between code points of power headroom information
and power headrooms. Recognizing a power headroom area by the terminal in step 205 refers to recognizing an area
to which the power headroom belongs, for example, recognizing a certain area to which an arbitrary power headroom
belongs, regarding all power headrooms between the power headroom mapped to the minimum value of the power
headroom information and the power headroom mapped to the minimum value. Recognizing an area-specific change
threshold by the terminal in step 205 refers to, if n power headroom areas have been defined, recognizing change
thresholds Δ1, Δ2, .. , Δn, defined for their associated n power headroom areas.
[0039] In step 210, the terminal generates and transmits power headroom information while performing the common
uplink data transmission process. After successfully transmitting the power headroom information, the terminal checks
an area to which the reported power headroom belongs, in the power headroom information in step 215. Here, the
reported power headroom’s area is defined as k.
[0040] In step 220, the terminal continuously measures the power headroom. In step 225, the terminal calculates a
difference between the measured current power headroom and the reported power headroom, and checks if the difference
is greater than a change threshold Δk of the area k. If the difference between the measured current power headroom
and the reported power headroom is greater than the threshold Δk in step 225, the terminal determines in step 230 that
Condition 1 is satisfied. If the terminal determines in step 230 that Condition 1 is satisfied, the terminal returns to step
220 and continues a necessary operation of generating the power headroom information, or may end the operation
depending on the situation.
[0041] However, if the difference between the measured current power headroom and the reported power headroom
is less than or equal to the threshold Δk in step 225, the terminal determines in step 235 that Condition 1 is unsatisfied.
Having determined the non-satisfaction of Condition 1 in step 225, the terminal returns from step 235 to step 220 and
continues to measure power headroom. In step 235, the terminal may terminate the operation depending on the situation.
[0042] The reason why the terminal uses Condition 2 in determining whether to generate power headroom information
is as follows. If the amount of data stored in the terminal is small, the utility of the power headroom information also falls.
Thus, the terminal need not generate and transmit the power headroom information if the amount of stored data is less
than or equal to a predetermined threshold. As an extreme example, if the terminal has no data to transmit, utility value

Table 1

Power Headroom Information Power Headroom Area

0 X0 Area 1

... ... ...

N-1 X(N-1) Area 1

N XN Area 2

... ... ...
M-1 X(M-1) Area 2

M XM Area 3

... ... ...

255 X255 Area 3
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of the power headroom information does not exist. There is a property that the data amount threshold Y of Condition 2
is in inverse proportion to the frequency of occurrence of power headroom information. That is, as Y increases, the
frequency of occurrence of power headroom information is reduced, and as Y is lower, the frequency of occurrence of
power headroom information increases. The network may set a different value for Y according to the terminal charac-
teristics or the cell conditions. For example, since it is likely that more transmission resources will be allocated to a
terminal used by a premium user, a low data amount threshold Y may be set to the terminal so that power headroom
information may be generated more frequently. On the other hand, in a high-cell load environment in which there is a
low possibility that more transmission resources will be allocated to an arbitrary terminal, the frequency of occurrence
of power headroom information may be reduced by increasing the data amount threshold Y.
[0043] Now, a description will be made of the present invention for generating and transmitting power headroom
information using Condition 1 and Condition 2 described above.

First Aspect

[0044] Referring to FIG. 3, the terminal recognizes Condition 1 and Condition 2, which are power headroom information
generation conditions, in step 305. Condition 1, as described above, is satisfied when a change in path loss is greater
than or equal to a predetermined threshold, when a change in power headroom is greater than or equal to a predetermined
area-specific threshold, or when a change in CQI is greater than or equal to a predetermined threshold.
[0045] In step 310, the terminal starts an uplink data transmission process according to a predetermined procedure.
In step 315, the terminal measures its power headroom while performing uplink data transmission. That is, the terminal
receives uplink scheduling information through a downlink control channel, and measures its path loss, power headroom,
or downlink channel quality at intervals of a predetermined period, while transmitting uplink data according to the received
scheduling information. The uplink scheduling information is information that indicates allocated transmission resources
and an MCS level to be applied.
[0046] In step 320, the terminal determines whether Condition 1 is satisfied. That is, the terminal determines whether
a difference between the current path loss measured at stated intervals and a path loss used to calculate power headroom
of the power headroom information that has been last transmitted successfully exceeds a predetermined threshold
indicated in Condition 1. The terminal may also determine whether a difference between the current power headroom
measured at stated intervals and the power headroom that has been last reported successfully exceeds a predetermined
threshold indicated in Condition 1. The predetermined threshold indicated in Condition 1 may be differently defined
according to the area, and a threshold corresponding to an area to which the power headroom belongs, that has been
last transmitted successfully, may be used, as described in FIG. 2. Also, the terminal may determine whether a difference
between the current CQI that is measured at stated intervals and reflects the downlink channel quality, and the CQI
used to calculate power headroom of the power headroom information that has been last reported successfully, exceeds
a predetermined threshold indicated in Condition 1.
[0047] If it is determined in step 320 that Condition 1 is satisfied, the terminal proceeds to step 325. Otherwise, if
Condition 1 is unsatisfied, the terminal returns to step 315 and performs uplink data transmission and power headroom
measurement.
[0048] In step 325, the terminal checks whether Condition 2 is satisfied. That is, the terminal checks in step 325
whether the sum of uplink data stored at the present time exceeds predetermined Y indicated in Condition 2. If the sum
of the stored data exceeds Y, the terminal proceeds to step 330 and otherwise proceeds to step 315. Depending on the
terminal, Y may be set to zero (0). That is, it may be determined that Condition 2 is satisfied unless the terminal’s buffer
is empty. Subsequently, the terminal generates power headroom information and transmits the power headroom infor-
mation to the base station according to a predetermined procedure in step 330, and then returns to step 315, or ends
the operation.

Second Aspect

[0049] In a second aspect of the present invention, a terminal checks the satisfaction/non-satisfaction of Condition 1
and Condition 2 immediately before transmitting uplink data instead of constantly checking the satisfaction/non-satis-
faction, so the terminal may transmit the power headroom information along with uplink transmission data, without
requesting allocation of separate transmission resources despite the generation of the power headroom information.
Use of the second aspect of the present invention may ensure more efficient use of transmission resources because
the terminal does not request separate transmission resources, for transmission of power headroom information.
[0050] Referring to FIG. 4, the terminal recognizes Condition 1 and Condition 2, which are power headroom information
generation conditions, in step 405. Condition 1, as described above, is satisfied when a change in path loss is greater
than or equal to a predetermined threshold when a change in power headroom is greater than or equal to a predetermined
area-specific threshold, or when a change in CQI is greater than or equal to a predetermined threshold. Condition 2, as
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described above, is satisfied when the amount of data stored in the terminal is greater than or equal to a predetermined
threshold. Having completed a call setup process, the terminal notifies the base station of the amount of its transmission
data by transmitting a BSR according to a predetermined procedure in step 410. When a terminal with no transmission
data reports the generation of new transmission data using the BSR, the terminal may transmit the power headroom
information as well, while transmitting the BSR.
[0051] After successfully transmitting the BSR and the power headroom information in step 410, the terminal monitors
a downlink control channel in step 413. While monitoring the downlink control channel, the terminal may measure the
path loss or downlink channel status if necessary. Based on the measured downlink channel status, the terminal deter-
mines a Channel Quality Information (CQI) value it periodically transmits to the base station. While monitoring the
downlink control channel in step 413, the terminal is allocated uplink transmission resources by receiving uplink scheduling
information in step 415. Thereafter, the terminal determines in step 420 whether Condition 1 is satisfied. The process
of determining whether Condition 1 is satisfied in step 420 is identical to step 320 described in the first aspect, so a
detailed description is omitted here.
[0052] If Condition 1 is satisfied in step 420, the terminal proceeds to step 425, and if Condition 1 is unsatisfied, the
terminal proceeds to step 440. In step 425, the terminal checks whether Condition 2 is satisfied. Namely, the terminal
determines in step 425 whether the sum of uplink data stored at the present time exceeds a predetermined data amount
threshold Y indicated in Condition 2. If the sum of the stored data exceeds data amount threshold Y, the terminal proceeds
to step 430, and otherwise, the terminal proceeds to step 440. The sum of uplink data stored in the terminal in step 425
is a value determined by subtracting the amount of data to be transmitted using the transmission resources allocated
in step 415 from the total amount of data at the present time. For example, if the base station instructed in step 415 the
terminal to transmit 500-byte data and the terminal has stored data of a total of 1000 bytes in step 425, then the terminal
compares a value determined by subtracting 500 bytes from 1000 bytes with the data amount threshold Y.
[0053] In step 430, the terminal calculates power headroom using the current path loss, and generates power headroom
information including the calculated power headroom. In step 435, the terminal generates uplink data with the power
headroom information, and then proceeds to step 445. If either Condition 1 or Condition 2 is unsatisfied even though
the terminal was allocated the uplink transmission resources in step 415, the terminal generates uplink data according
to the common procedure in step 440 and then proceeds to step 445, because the terminal does not generate power
headroom information. In step 445, the terminal transmits the uplink data generated in step 435 using the allocated
transmission resources, and then returns to step 413 to monitor the downlink control channel, or ends its operation
depending on the terminal’s situation.

Embodiment

[0054] In the second aspect of the present invention, Condition 2 is checked before power headroom information is
generated. The reason for checking Condition 2 in the the present invention is to determine the amount of data left in
the terminal after data with the power headroom information was transmitted is greater than or equal to a predetermined
threshold. Therefore, more accurate results may be obtained by checking Condition 2 after generating data with the
power headroom information.
[0055] Accordingly, an embodiment of the present invention provides a method in which if uplink transmission resources
are allocated and Condition 1 is satisfied, the terminal generates data with power headroom information and then
compares the amount of its remaining data with data amount threshold Y, to transmit the data with the power headroom
information as it is, or to transmit new data in which the power headroom information is replaced by user data.
[0056] Referring to FIG. 5, the terminal recognizes Condition 1 and Condition 2, which are power headroom information
generation conditions, through a call setup process in step 505. Condition 1, as described above, is satisfied, for example,
when a change in path loss is greater than or equal to a predetermined threshold. Condition 2, as described above, is
satisfied when the amount of data stored in a terminal is greater than or equal to a predetermined threshold.
[0057] Having completed a call setup process, the terminal notifies the base station of the amount of its transmission
data by transmitting a Buffer Status Report (BSR) according to a predetermined procedure in step 510. When the terminal
with no transmission data reports the new generation of transmission data using the BSR, the terminal may transmit the
power headroom information as well, while transmitting the BSR.
[0058] After successfully transmitting the BSR and the power headroom information in step 510, the terminal monitors
the downlink control channel in step 513. While monitoring the downlink control channel, the terminal may measure the
path loss or downlink channel status if necessary. Based on the measured downlink channel status, the terminal deter-
mines a CQI value it periodically transmits to the base station.
[0059] While monitoring the downlink control channel, the terminal is allocated uplink transmission resources by re-
ceiving uplink scheduling information in step 515. Thereafter, in step 520, the terminal measures power headroom for
transmission of uplink data and determines whether Condition 1 is satisfied, based on the measured power headroom.
The process of determining whether Condition 1 is satisfied in step 520 is identical to step 320 described in the first
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aspect, so a detailed description is omitted here.
[0060] If Condition 1 is satisfied in step 520, the terminal proceeds to step 525, and otherwise, the terminal proceeds
to step 540. In step 525, the terminal calculates power headroom using the current path loss, and generates power
headroom information with the calculated power headroom. In step 530, the terminal generates uplink data with the
power headroom information, and then determines in step 535 whether the sum of data left in the terminal’s buffer is
greater than or equal to data amount threshold Y. If the sum of the remaining data is greater than or equal to data amount
threshold Y, the terminal proceeds to step 550, and if the sum of the remaining data is less than data amount threshold
Y, the terminal proceeds to step 545. Proceeding to step 545 indicates that it is efficient to transmit user data instead of
power headroom information because of the low utility of the power headroom information due to the small amount of
the remaining data. In step 545, the terminal removes the power headroom information and generates new uplink data
with the remaining data. In step 550, the terminal transmits the uplink data generated in the previous step using the
allocated transmission resources. The terminal then returns to step 513 to monitor the downlink control channel, or ends
its operation according to the terminal’s situation. If Condition 1 is unsatisfied in step 520, the terminal generates uplink
data according to the common procedure in step 540, and then proceeds to step 550.
[0061] Referring to FIG. 6, a terminal according to the present invention includes an upper layer device 601, a multiplexer
605, a controller 610, a downlink control channel processor 615, and a transceiver 620.
[0062] The controller 610 is notified of Condition 1 and Condition 2 by the upper layer device 601 in charge of call
setup. The controller 610 controls the transceiver 620 to measure uplink data and necessary control information. In other
words, the controller 610 is adapted to measure at least one of power headroom, path loss, and downlink channel quality
at stated intervals. Also, the controller 610 determines whether either Condition 1 or Condition 2 is satisfied. If so, the
controller 610 generates appropriate power headroom information and provides it to the multiplexer 605. According to
the first aspect, the controller 610 generates power headroom information based on power headroom measured for
uplink data transmission during transmission of uplink data if both of Condition 1 and Condition 2 are satisfied. According
to the second aspect, upon receiving a notification indicating the allocation of uplink transmission resources from the
control channel processor 615, the controller 610 generates power headroom information if both of Condition 1 and
Condition 2 are satisfied. According to an embodiment, upon receiving a notification indicating the allocation of uplink
transmission resources from the control channel processor 615, the controller 610 generates power headroom information
if Condition 1 is satisfied, and then determines whether Condition 2 is satisfied.
[0063] The multiplexer 605 multiplexes the uplink data provided from the upper layer with the power headroom infor-
mation generated by the controller 610. In other words, the multiplexer 605 generates uplink data including the power
headroom information generated by the controller 610.
[0064] The transceiver 620 transmits/receives the uplink data or control information through wireless channels.
[0065] The control channel processor 615 monitors the downlink control channel (e.g., a channel carrying allocation
information for uplink transmission resources) the transceiver 620 has received, and if uplink transmission resources
are allocated, the downlink control channel processor 615 notifies the controller 610 of the allocated uplink transmission
resources.
[0066] While the invention has been shown and described with reference to certain exemplary embodiments thereof,
it will be understood by those skilled in the art that various changes in form and details may be made therein without
departing from the scope of the invention as defined by the appended claims and their equivalents.

Claims

1. A method for generating power headroom information by a terminal in a mobile communication system, the method
comprising:

determining (515, 520) whether a path loss has changed more than a threshold and whether the terminal has
an allocated uplink transmission resource;
if the path loss has changed more than the threshold and the terminal has an allocated uplink transmission
resource, generating (525,530) the power headroom information and an uplink packet comprising the power
headroom information by using the allocated uplink transmission resource.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the generating comprises:
generating the uplink packet by multiplexing uplink data provided from an upper layer with the power headroom
information.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the power headroom information is calculated, based on following equations, 
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where PMAX is a maximum transmission output of the terminal, Po and α denote positive real numbers that are
stored in the terminal, or are signaled by a base station in a call setup process, PL denotes the path loss measured
by the terminal, delta_mcs denotes an arbitrary integer individually predetermined for each Modulation Coding
Scheme, MCS, level, and f(delta_i) denotes a value that the terminal obtains by inputting uplink transmission output
control commands received up to now, to a specific function.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the uplink packet comprising power headroom information is generated if the path
loss has changed more than the threshold since the last transmission of power headroom information and the
terminal has an allocated uplink transmission resource.

5. A terminal apparatus for generating power headroom information in a mobile communication system, the terminal
apparatus comprising:

a controller (610) configured to determine whether a path loss has changed more than a threshold and whether
the terminal has a allocated uplink transmission resource, and configured to obtain power headroom information
if the path loss has changed more than the threshold and the terminal has an allocated uplink transmission
resource;
multiplexer (605) configured to generate an uplink packet comprising the power headroom information; and
transceiver (620) configured to transmit the uplink packet by using the allocated uplink transmission resource.

6. The terminal apparatus of claim 5, wherein the multiplexer is configured to generate the uplink packet by multiplexing
uplink data provided from an upper layer with the power headroom information.

7. The terminal apparatus of claim 5, wherein the controller is configured to calculate power headroom information
based on following equations, 

where PMAX is a maximum transmission output of the terminal, Po and α denote positive real numbers that are
stored in the terminal, or are signaled by a base station in a call setup process, PL denotes the path loss measured
by the terminal, delta_mcs denotes an arbitrary integer individually predetermined for each Modulation Coding
Scheme, MCS, level, and f(delta_i) denotes a value that the terminal obtains by inputting uplink transmission output
control commands received up to now, to a specific function.

8. The terminal apparatus of claim 5, wherein the multiplexer (605) is configured to generate the uplink packet comprising
power headroom information if the path loss has changed more than the threshold since the last transmission of
power headroom information and the terminal has an allocated uplink transmission resource.

Patentansprüche

1. Verfahren zum Erzeugen von Leistungsreserveinformationen durch ein Endgerät in einem Mobilkommunikations-
system, das Verfahren umfassend:

Bestimmen (515, 520), ob sich ein Pfadverlust um mehr als einen Schwellenwert geändert hat und ob dem
Endgerät eine Uplink-Senderessource zugeordnet ist;
falls sich der Pfadverlust mehr als der Schwellenwert geändert hat und dem Endgerät eine Uplink-Senderes-
source zugeordnet ist, Erzeugen (525, 530) der Leistungsreserveinformationen und eines Uplink-Pakets, das
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die Leistungsreserveinformationen umfasst, unter Verwendung der zugeordneten Uplink-Senderessource.

2. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Erzeugen umfasst:
Erzeugen des Uplink-Pakets durch Multiplexen von Uplink-Daten, die von einer oberen Schicht bereitgestellt werden,
mit den Leistungsreserveinformationen.

3. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Leistungsreserveinformationen basierend auf folgenden Gleichungen be-
rechnet werden, 

wo PMAX eine maximale Sendeausgabe des Endgeräts ist, Po und α positive reelle Zahlen sind, die im Endgerät
gespeichert sind oder durch eine Basisstation in einem Anrufeinrichtungsprozess signalisiert werden, PL den Pf-
adverlust bezeichnet, der durch das Endgerät gemessen wird, delta_mcs eine beliebige ganze Zahl bezeichnet,
die individuell für jede Ebene eines Modulationscodierungsschemas (Modulation Coding Scheme), MCS, vorbe-
stimmt wird, und f(delta_i) einen Wert bezeichnet, den das Endgerät durch Eingeben von Uplink-Sendeausgabe-
steuerbefehlen, die bisher empfangen wurden, in eine spezifische Funktion erhält.

4. Verfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei das Uplink-Paket, das Leistungsreserveinformationen umfasst, erzeugt wird,
falls sich der Pfadverlust um mehr als den Schwellenwert seit der letzten Sendung von Leistungsreserveinformati-
onen geändert hat und dem Endgerät eine Uplink-Senderessource zugeordnet ist.

5. Endgerät zum Erzeugen von Leistungsreserveinformationen in einem Mobilkommunikationssystem, das Endgerät
umfassend:

eine Steuerung (610), die konfiguriert ist zu bestimmen, ob sich ein Pfadverlust um mehr als einen Schwellenwert
geändert hat und ob dem Endgerät eine Uplink-Senderessource zugeordnet ist, und konfiguriert ist, Leistungs-
reserveinformationen zu erhalten, falls sich der Pfadverlust um mehr als einen Schwellenwert geändert hat und
dem Endgerät eine Uplink-Senderessource zugeordnet ist;
einen Multiplexer (605), der konfiguriert ist, ein Uplink-Paket zu erzeugen, das die Leistungsreserveinformati-
onen umfasst; und
einen Sendeempfänger (620), der konfiguriert ist, das Uplink-Paket unter Verwendung der zugeordneten Uplink-
Senderessource zu übertragen.

6. Endgerät nach Anspruch 5, wobei der Multiplexer konfiguriert ist, das Uplink-Paket durch Multiplexen von Uplink-
Daten, die von einer oberen Schicht bereitgestellt werden, mit den Leistungsreserveinformationen zu erzeugen.

7. Endgerät nach Anspruch 5, wobei die Steuerung konfiguriert ist, Leistungsreserveinformationen basierend auf fol-
genden Gleichungen zu berechnen, 

wo PMAX eine maximale Sendeausgabe des Endgeräts ist, Po und α positive reelle Zahlen sind, die im Endgerät
gespeichert sind oder durch eine Basisstation in einem Anrufeinrichtungsprozess signalisiert werden, PL den Pf-
adverlust bezeichnet, der durch das Endgerät gemessen wird, delta_mcs eine beliebige ganze Zahl bezeichnet,
die individuell für jede Ebene eines Modulationscodierungsschemas (Modulation Coding Scheme), MCS, vorbe-
stimmt wird, und f(delta_i) einen Wert bezeichnet, den das Endgerät durch Eingeben von Uplink-Sendeausgabe-
steuerbefehlen, die bisher empfangen wurden, in eine spezifische Funktion erhält.

8. Endgerät nach Anspruch 5, wobei der Multiplexer (605) konfiguriert ist, das Uplink-Paket das Leistungsreservein-
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formationen umfasst, zu erzeugen, falls sich der Pfadverlust um mehr als den Schwellenwert seit der letzten Sendung
von Leistungsreserveinformationen geändert hat und dem Endgerät eine Uplink-Senderessource zugeordnet ist.

Revendications

1. Procédé de génération d’informations de marge de puissance par un terminal dans un système de communication
mobile, le procédé comprenant :

la détermination (515, 520) si un affaiblissement de propagation a ou non changé de plus qu’un seuil et si le
terminal a ou non une ressource de transmission de liaison montante allouée ;
si l’affaiblissement de propagation a changé de plus que le seuil et le terminal a une ressource de transmission
de liaison montante allouée, la génération (525, 530) des informations de marge de puissance et d’un paquet
de liaison montante comprenant les informations de marge de puissance par l’utilisation de la ressource de
transmission de liaison montante allouée.

2. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la génération comprend :
la génération du paquet de liaison montante par le multiplexage de données de liaison montante fournies depuis
une couche supérieure avec les informations de marge de puissance.

3. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel les informations de marge de puissance sont calculées sur la base
des équations suivantes : 

où PMAX est une sortie de transmission maximale du terminal, Po et α représentent des nombres réels positifs qui
sont mémorisés dans le terminal, ou qui sont signalés par une station de base dans un processus d’établissement
d’appel, PL représente l’affaiblissement de propagation mesuré par le terminal, delta mcs représente un nombre
entier arbitraire prédéterminé individuellement pour chaque niveau de schéma de modulation et de codage, MCS,
et f(delta_i) représente une valeur que le terminal obtient par l’entrée de commandes de contrôle de sortie de
transmission de liaison montante, reçues à ce stade, dans une fonction spécifique.

4. Procédé selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le paquet de liaison montante comprenant des informations de marge
de puissance est généré si l’affaiblissement de propagation a changé de plus que le seuil depuis la dernière trans-
mission d’informations de marge de puissance et le terminal a une ressource de transmission de liaison montante
allouée.

5. Appareil de terminal permettant la génération d’informations de marge de puissance dans un système de commu-
nication mobile, l’appareil de terminal comprenant :

un organe de commande (610) configuré pour déterminer si un affaiblissement de propagation a ou non changé
de plus qu’un seuil et si le terminal a ou non une ressource de transmission de liaison montante allouée, et
configuré pour obtenir des informations de marge de puissance si l’affaiblissement de propagation a changé
de plus que le seuil et le terminal a une ressource de transmission de liaison montante allouée ;
un multiplexeur (605) configuré pour générer un paquet de liaison montante comprenant les informations de
marge de puissance ; et
un émetteur-récepteur (620) configuré pour transmettre le paquet de liaison montante par l’utilisation de la
ressource de transmission de liaison montante allouée.

6. Appareil de terminal selon la revendication 5, dans lequel le multiplexeur est configuré pour générer le paquet de
liaison montante par le multiplexage de données de liaison montante fournies depuis une couche supérieure avec
les informations de marge de puissance.

7. Appareil de terminal selon la revendication 5, dans lequel l’organe de commande est configuré pour calculer les



EP 2 244 392 B1

12

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

informations de marge de puissance sur la base des équations suivantes : 

où PMAX est une sortie de transmission maximale du terminal, Po et α représentent des nombres réels positifs qui
sont mémorisés dans le terminal, ou sont signalés par une station de base dans un processus d’établissement
d’appel, PL représente l’affaiblissement de propagation mesuré par le terminal, delta mcs représente un nombre
entier arbitraire prédéterminé individuellement pour chaque niveau de schéma de modulation et de codage, MCS,
et f(delta_i) représente une valeur que le terminal obtient par l’entrée de commandes de contrôle de sortie de
transmission de liaison montante, reçues à ce stade, dans une fonction spécifique.

8. Appareil de terminal selon la revendication 5, dans lequel le multiplexeur (605) est configuré pour générer le paquet
de liaison montante comprenant des informations de marge de puissance si l’affaiblissement de propagation a
changé de plus que le seuil depuis la dernière transmission d’informations de marge de puissance et le terminal a
une ressource de transmission de liaison montante allouée.
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