
Printed by Jouve, 75001 PARIS (FR)

(19)
E

P
2 

24
6 

19
6

A
3

(Cont. next page)

��&��

��������
(11) EP 2 246 196 A3

(12) EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION

(88) Date of publication A3: 
11.04.2012 Bulletin 2012/15

(43) Date of publication A2: 
03.11.2010 Bulletin 2010/44

(21) Application number: 10008296.5

(22) Date of filing: 31.03.2005

(51) Int Cl.:
B41J 13/10 (2006.01) B41J 29/02 (2006.01)

B65H 3/06 (2006.01) B65H 3/52 (2006.01)

G03G 15/00 (2006.01)

(84) Designated Contracting States: 
DE FR GB IT

(30) Priority: 31.03.2004 JP 2004105504

(62) Document number(s) of the earlier application(s) in 
accordance with Art. 76 EPC: 
05007065.5 / 1 584 992

(71) Applicant: BROTHER KOGYO KABUSHIKI 
KAISHA
Aichi-ken 467-8561 (JP)

(72) Inventors:  
• Ito, Sakae

Nagoya-shi
Aichi-ken 467-8562 (JP)

• Tsusaka, Shusaku
Nagoya-shi
Aichi-ken 467-8562 (JP)

• Tamaru, Yasuo
Nagoya-shi
Aichi-ken 467-8562 (JP)

• Aratachi, Tomitake
Nagoya-shi
Aichi-ken 467-8562 (JP)

• Ito, Terumasa
Nagoya-shi
Aichi-ken 467-8562 (JP)

(74) Representative: Kuhnen & Wacker
Patent- und Rechtsanwaltsbüro 
Prinz-Ludwig-Strasse 40A
85354 Freising (DE)

(54) Image forming apparatus

(57) An image forming apparatus includes a main
casing; a photosensitive member; a process cartridge
that can be installed or removed with respect to the main
casing along a removal path; a scanner unit located
above the process cartridge when the process cartridge
is installed in the main casing; a sheet accommodating
portion located at a bottom portion of the main casing; a
pick-up roller located above the sheet accommodating
portion; and a feed path along which a sheet can be con-
veyed from the sheet accommodating portion to a dis-
charge port and a sheet stacking portion. At least a part
of the feed path is substantially parallel to the removal
path and located between the sheet accommodating por-

tion and the process cartridge when the process cartridge
is installed in the main casing; the scanner unit includes
a frame including a first portion having a first height and
a second portion having a second height that is less than
the first height, the second portion being located closer
to the pick-up roller than the first portion; and an image
forming position where an image is transferred from the
photosensitive member to the sheet is located along the
feed path at a position lower than an upper surface of
the pick-up roller in a direction perpendicular to the re-
moval path.
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