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Description
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Field of the Invention

[0001] The invention relates to a cleaning tool, and
more particularly to a technique for providing a cleaning
tool having a cleaning element for cleaning an object to
be cleaned.

Description of the related Art

[0002] Various types of cleaning tools having a sheet-
type cleaning element for cleaning an object are known.
For example, Japanese non-examined laid-open Patent
Publication No. 2007-29136 discloses a cleaning tool
having a cleaning element which comprises a fabric layer
and a scraping sheet. However, in designing a cleaning
tool of this type having a cleaning element, it is required
to provide an effective technique for enhancing its clean-
ing effect.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to
provide an effective technique for enhancing a cleaning
effect in a cleaning tool having a cleaning element for
cleaning an object to be cleaned.

[0004] The above-described problem can be solved
by the features of the claimed invention. This invention
can be applied to the construction of cleaning tools for
cleaning regions to be cleaned (floors, walls, ceilings,
external walls, posts, furniture, clothes, curtains, blinds,
bedding, lighting, electrical cords, home electric appli-
ances, etc.) inside and outside of houses, apartments,
\buildings, factories, vehicles, etc. or regions of human
body parts to be cleaned. These regions to be cleaned
may be either flat or curved, uneven or stepped.

[0005] A cleaning tool according to this invention is
used for cleaning an object to be cleaned and includes
at least a cleaning element holder and a cleaning ele-
ment. The cleaning element holder is an elongate mem-
ber. The cleaning element holder includes a grip to be
held by a user and a plurality of holding elements extend-
ing from the grip in parallel in a longitudinal direction. In
order to extend in "parallel" here, the holding elements
are required to be disposed at least side by side. Such
a manner of extending in parallel here includes the man-
ner in which a plurality of the holding elements are dis-
posed in parallel, and the manner in which the distance
between two adjacent holding elements is decreased to-
ward the front end. The cleaning element is designed as
a member to be attached to the elongate cleaning ele-
ment holder. Particularly, the cleaning element includes
a plurality of elongate split cleaning parts which have
respective insert regions for receiving the holding ele-
ments, and the cleaning element has a space into which
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the object to be cleaned can be inserted between adja-
cent ones of the split cleaning parts. The object inserted
into this space is cleaned while being held between the
split cleaning parts. Further, the manner of being "split"
here widely includes the manner in which a predeter-
mined split cleaning part is disposed in its entirety or in
part across the space from the other split cleaning part,
and the manner in which a predetermined split cleaning
partis integrally connected to the other split cleaning part.
Further, each of the split cleaning parts includes a fiber
assembly formed by a plurality of fibers extending in a
direction transverse to the longitudinal direction of the
split cleaning part, and a nonwoven fabric sheet made
of nonwoven fabric, and the fiber assembly and the non-
woven fabric sheet are overlaid one on the other and
bonded together. In an inserted state of the holding ele-
ments into the insert regions, the fiber assemblies of the
adjacent ones of the split cleaning parts overlap each
other in the space in a direction transverse to the longi-
tudinal direction of the split cleaning parts. Further, the
overlapped state of the fiber assemblies between the split
cleaning parts in the space is required to be realized at
least in the inserted state of the holding elements into
the insert regions. In the state in which the holding ele-
ments are not yet inserted into the insert regions, the
fiber assemblies of the split cleaning parts may overlap
each other, or they may be spaced apart from each other
without overlapping. Further, the number and combina-
tion of the fiber assemblies and nonwoven fabric sheets
which are overlaid one on the other and bonded together
can be selected as necessary.

[0006] With such construction of the cleaning tool ac-
cording to this invention, a shape-retaining function is
provided by overlapping of the fiber assemblies between
the adjacent split cleaning parts. As a result, the entire
cleaning element can be prevented from drooping, and
unnecessary clearance can be prevented from being
formed in the space. Further, the contact area between
the object to be cleaned and the split cleaning parts can
be increased by wrapping the object to be cleaned be-
tween the split cleaning parts. Thus, the cleaning effect
ofthe objectto be cleaned whichis inserted into the space
can be enhanced. Further, deterioration of the appear-
ance of the cleaning tool which may be caused by un-
necessary clearance formed in the space can be pre-
vented. As a result, users can be convinced that the
cleaning element has a high cleaning effect and the us-
er’s cleaning motivation can be effectively enhanced.
[0007] Further, the cleaning element according to this
invention may be of disposable type designed for single
use, disposable type designed for multiple use which can
be used several times, while holding dust or dirt which
has been removed from the object to be cleaned, on a
brush portion, or reusable type which can be reused by
washing.

[0008] In a further embodiment of the cleaning tool ac-
cording to this invention, preferably, the above-described
cleaning element is designed such that, in the state in
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which the cleaning element is not yet attached to the
cleaning element holder, a center distance between the
adjacent insert regions is longer than a center distance
between the adjacent holding elements of the cleaning
element holder. Further, when the holding elements are
inserted into the insert regions, the fiber assemblies of
the adjacent split cleaning parts move toward each other
and thus overlap each other in the space in a direction
transverse to the longitudinal direction. With such con-
struction, the space can be formed such that, when the
holding elements are inserted into the insert regions, the
object to be cleaned can be inserted into the space while
the fiber assemblies of the split cleaning parts overlap
each other in the space in a direction transverse to the
longitudinal direction of the split cleaning parts.

[0009] In afurther embodiment of the cleaning tool ac-
cording to this invention, preferably, the nonwoven fabric
sheet comprises a plurality of split pieces extending in a
direction transverse to the longitudinal direction of the
split cleaning parts. The split pieces are typically formed
by splitting the nonwoven fabric sheet into strips. With
such construction, in the cleaning element, the split
cleaning parts each include the fiber assembly and the
split pieces which extend in the same direction and over-
lap each other in the space, so that the cleaning element
can be provided with a wiping function by the fiber as-
sembly and a scraping function by the split pieces.
[0010] In afurther embodiment of the cleaning tool ac-
cording to this invention, preferably, the holding elements
are formed by an elastic material which allows the adja-
cent holding elements to be elastically deformed away
from each other. Typically, a plastic material having elas-
ticity can be used as the elastic material. With such con-
struction, the elastic biasing force of the holding elements
is applied to the object to be cleaned which is inserted
into the space, from the opposite sides, so that the fiber
assembly of the split cleaning parts can be pressed
against the object to be cleaned. As a result, the cleaning
effect can be further improved. Moreover, when the ob-
jectto be cleaned is removed from the space, the holding
elements return to the original state according to the elas-
tic biasing force, and thus the shape-retaining ability of
the cleaning element is secured.

[0011] Asdescribed above, accordingto thisinvention,
in a cleaning tool having a cleaning element for cleaning
anobjectto be cleaned, the cleaning effect of the cleaning
element can be enhanced.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0012]

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a cleaning tool
100 according to an embodiment of the invention, in
a state disassembled into a cleaning element 110
and a cleaning element holder 130.
FIG. 2 is a sectional view of the cleaning element
110, taken along line A-A in FIG. 1.
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FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the cleaning element
110, taken along line B-B in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the cleaning element
110 of FIG. 1, in a state separated into layer ele-
ments.

FIG. 5is a perspective view of the holding sheet 112
of the cleaning element 110 in FIG. 2.

FIG. 6 is a sectional view of the cleaning element
110 according to this embodiment of the invention,
inthe states before and after attachment of the clean-
ing element holder.

FIG. 7 is a sectional view of the split cleaning parts
123 according to this embodiment, illustrating a first
procedure for attaching the cleaning element holder.
FIG. 8 is a sectional view of the split cleaning parts
123 according to this embodiment, illustrating a sec-
ond procedure for attaching the cleaning element
holder.

FIG. 9 shows a manner in which an object to be
cleaned W is wiped between a pair of split cleaning
parts 123 of the cleaning element 110 in the cleaning
tool 100 of this embodiment.

FIG. 10 shows a manner in which the object to be
cleaned W is wiped between the pair of split cleaning
parts 123 of the cleaning element 110 in the cleaning
tool 100 of this embodiment.

FIG. 11 shows the manner in which the object to be
cleaned W is wiped between the pair of split cleaning
parts 123 of the cleaning element 110 in the cleaning
tool 100 of this embodiment.

FIG. 12 shows the manner in which the object to be
cleaned W is wiped between the pair of split cleaning
parts 123 of the cleaning element 110 in the cleaning
tool 100 of this embodiment.

FIG. 13 shows a manner in which the object to be
cleaned W is wiped on outer surfaces of the pair split
cleaning parts 123 of the cleaning element 110 in
the cleaning tool 100 of this embodiment.

FIG. 14 shows the manner in which the object to be
cleaned W is wiped on outer surfaces of the pair split
cleaning parts 123 of the cleaning element 110 in
the cleaning tool 100 of this embodiment.

FIG. 15 shows the manner in which the object to be
cleaned W is wiped on outer surfaces of the pair split
cleaning parts 123 of the cleaning element 110 in
the cleaning tool 100 of this embodiment.

FIG. 16 shows the manner in which the object to be
cleaned W is wiped on outer surfaces of the pair split
cleaning parts 123 of the cleaning element 110 in
the cleaning tool 100 of this embodiment.

FIG. 17 shows the manner in which the object to be
cleaned W is wiped on outer surfaces of the pair split
cleaning parts 123 of the cleaning element 110 in
the cleaning tool 100 of this embodiment.

FIG. 18 is a perspective view schematically showing
a cleaning tool 200 according to a further embodi-
ment of the invention, in a state disassembled into
acleaning element 210 and a cleaning element hold-
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er 230.

FIG. 19is a perspective view schematically showing
a cleaning tool 300 according to a further embodi-
ment of the invention, in a state disassembled into
acleaning element 310 and a cleaning element hold-
er 330.

FIG. 20 is a schematic sectional view of a cleaning
element 410 according to a further embodiment of
the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0013] A structure of a cleaning tool 100 according to
this embodiment is now described with reference to the
drawings. The cleaning tool 100 is configured as the
cleaning toolfor cleaning an objectto be cleaned. Objects
to be cleaned typically include regions to be cleaned
(floors, walls, windows, ceilings, external walls, posts,
furniture, clothes, curtains, blinds, bedding, lighting, elec-
trical cords, home electric appliances, etc.) inside and
outside of houses, apartments, buildings, factories, ve-
hicles, etc. and regions of human body parts to be
cleaned. These various types of objects to be cleaned
include a planar structure or three-dimensional structure.
In this case, regions to be cleaned may be either flat,
curved, uneven or stepped.

[0014] FIG. 1 shows the cleaning tool 100 according
to this embodiment in perspective view, in a state disas-
sembled into a cleaning element 110 and a cleaning el-
ement holder 130. As shown in FIG. 1, the cleaning tool
100 comprises the cleaning element 110 and the clean-
ing element holder 130.

[0015] The cleaning element 110 has afunction of wip-
ing, sweeping or scraping dirt on the region to be cleaned.
The cleaning element 110 is in a sheet-like or plate-like
form at the time of purchase or in the initial unused state,
and in use, it is loosened such that its volume is in-
creased. As shown in FIG. 1, the cleaning element 110
has a rectangular shape in plan view, extending in a pre-
determined longitudinal direction (the direction of the
length), and has a layered structure in which a plurality
of sheets (a cleaning element part 116 and a holding
sheet part 112 as described below) having the same pla-
nar shape are overlaid one on the other, which will be
explained in more detail below. The cleaning element
110 herein is a feature that corresponds to the "cleaning
element" according to this invention. The cleaning ele-
ment 110 may also have a square or other shape in plan
view as necessary. The cleaning element 110 may be of
disposable type designed for single use, disposable type
designed for multiple use which can be used several
times, while holding dust which has been removed from
the region to be cleaned, on the brush portion, orreusable
type which can be reused by washing.

[0016] The cleaning element holder 130 is removably
attached to the cleaning element 110. The cleaning ele-
ment holder 130 is an elongate member including the
holder body 140 and the handle 150 connected to each
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other. The cleaning element holder 130 is a feature that
corresponds to the "cleaning element holder" according
to this invention. The handle 150 includes a handle body
151 extending in an elongate form and a connection 151a
disposed between the handle body 151 and the holder
body 140. The handle body 151 is a part to be held by a
user. The handle body 151 and the holder body 140 are
fixedly connected at the connection 151a. An appropriate
structure of the cleaning element holder 130 to be used
here includes a structure in which the holder body 140
and the handle 150 (the handle body 151 and the con-
nection 15 la) are integrally formed, a structure in which
two of the holder body 140, the handle 150 and the con-
nection 151a are integrally formed, and a structure in
which the holder body 140 and the handle 150 are sep-
arately formed and designed to be fixedly connected to-
gether. The handle 150 and the handle body 151 here
form the "grip" according to this invention.

[0017] The holder body 140 has a function of detach-
ably holding the cleaning element 110. The holder body
140 includes a pair of right and left holding plates 142
and a retaining plate 143 which are formed on a base
141 of the handle 150. The holding plates 142 extend
forward in the longitudinal direction from the base 141
and parallel with a predetermined spacing therebetween
on the same plane. In other words, the holder body 140
has a bifurcated form. Each of the holding plates 142
typically has a constant width in the longitudinal direction
oris tapered. The holding plates 142 here form the "hold-
ing elements" according to this invention. As for the sec-
tional shape of the holding plates 142, rectangular,
square, circular or polygonal shape can be appropriately
used. The retaining plate 143 extends forward between
the pair holding plates 142 and is convexly curved down-
ward. The retaining plate 143 further has an engagement
lug (not shown) on the underside. Further, in this speci-
fication, the extending direction of the pair holding plates
142 is defined as the longitudinal direction of the cleaning
tool 100 and the cleaning element 110, and the direction
of parallel placement of the pair holding plates 142 is
defined as the lateral direction of the cleaning tool 100
and the cleaning element 110.

[0018] Each of the holding plates 142 can be inserted
into an associated insert region (an insert region 115
which is described below) formed in the cleaning element
110 and have a function of holding the cleaning element
110 in the inserted state. In the inserted state, each of
the holding plates 142 is fitted in the insert region by close
sliding contact, so that the cleaning element 110 is se-
curely attached to the holding plate 142. Further, in the
inserted state, the retaining plate 143 presses the clean-
ing element 110 from above, and the engagement lug
(notshown) formed on the underside of the retaining plate
143 serves as a stopper for preventing the cleaning ele-
ment 110 from coming off. Thus, in the inserted state in
which the holding plates 142 are inserted into the insert
region of the cleaning element 110, the cleaning element
110 is reliably retained by the holder body 140.
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[0019] The structure of the cleaning element 110 is
specifically shown in FIGS. 2 to 5. FIG. 2 is a sectional
view of the cleaning element 110, taken along line A-A
in FIG. 1, and FIG. 3 is a sectional view of the cleaning
element 110, taken along line B-Bin FIG. 1. Further, FIG.
4 is a perspective view of the cleaning element 110 of
FIG. 1 which is shown separated into elements of a lay-
ered structure, and FIG. 5 is a perspective view of the
holding sheet part 112 of the cleaning element 110 in
FIG. 2.

[0020] As shown in FIGS. 2 to 5, in the cleaning ele-
ment 110 of this embodiment, the cleaning element sheet
parts 116 are overlaid on the both sides of the holding
sheet part 112.

Particularly, as shown in FIG. 5, in the holding sheet part
112, a base sheet 113 is disposed between two holding
sheets 114 and protrudes from the holding sheets 114
on the side of insertion of the holding plates 142. In this
state, the holding sheet part 112 is fusion-bonded togeth-
er along fusion bonding lines 120, 121. Thus, an insert
region 115 into which the holding plates 142 can be in-
serted is formed between the two holding sheets 114.
Further, the base sheet 113 can smoothly guide the hold-
ing plates 142 into an opening 115a of the insert region
115. The insert region 115 herein is a feature that corre-
sponds to the "insert region" according to this invention.
[0021] Inthis embodiment, a center distance (distance
L1inFIG. 2) between the right and left insert regions 115
of the cleaning element 110 which is not yet attached to
the cleaning element holder is designed to be longer than
a center distance between the pair holding plates 142.
Further, the cleaning element 110 has a slit-like space
124 extending in the longitudinal direction and is splitinto
a pair of right and left elongate split cleaning parts 123
by the space 124. The space 124 serves as a space into
which the object to be cleaned can be inserted, which
will be explained in more detail below. The space 124
herein is a feature that corresponds to the "space" ac-
cording to this invention. Each of the cleaning element
sheet parts 116 includes three fiber assemblies 117 and
a front sheet 118 which are overlaid one on the other,
and in this state, the cleaning element sheet parts 116
are arranged such that the front sheets 118 of the clean-
ing element sheet parts 116 are disposed on the top and
bottom sides of the cleaning element 110.

[0022] Each of the holding sheets 114 and the front
sheets 118 preferably has a plurality of zigzag strips (strip
portions) 114aand 118a atthe both end sides iniits lateral
direction. In this case, the holding sheets 114 and the
front sheets 118 are also referred to as strip sheets. The
strips 114a, 118a herein are features that correspond to
the "split pieces" according to this invention. The strips
114a, 118a having such construction are provided with
a highly effective cleaning function which can easily trap
dust or scrape dust out of the depression. Further, the
strips 114a, 118a may have the same kind or different
kinds of shape appropriately selected from various
shapes, such as zigzag, linear and curved shapes. In this
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embodiment, each of the strips 114a, 118a extends in
the longitudinal direction of the split cleaning parts 123
(in a direction transverse to the extending direction of the
holding plate 142).

[0023] The construction of the nonwoven fabric form-
ing the above-described base sheet 113, holding sheet
114 and front sheet 118 and the construction of the fiber
assembly 117 are now explained in detail.

(Construction of Nonwoven Fabric)

[0024] The base sheet 113, the holding sheet 114 and
the front sheet 118 can typically be formed of sheet-like
nonwoven fabric comprising thermal melting fibers (ther-
moplastic fibers) and thus referred to as the "nonwoven
fabric sheet". The base sheet 113, the holding sheet 114
and the front sheet 118 herein form the "nonwoven fabric
sheet" according to this invention. The nonwoven fabric
has a sheet-like configuration formed by fixing or inter-
twining fibers by mechanical, chemical or heat treatment.
The nonwoven fabric partly includes thermoplastic fibers
and thus can be fusion bonded. Further, the nonwoven
fabric has a plurality of strips. Examples of the thermal
melting fibers (thermoplastic fibers) include polyethyl-
ene, polypropylene and polyethylene terephthalate. The
nonwoven fabric preferably comprises thermoplastic fib-
ers having practical strength of 10 to 100 g/m2. The non-
woven fabric may be manufactured by through-air bond-
ing, spun bonding, thermal bonding, spun lacing, point
bonding, melt blowing, stitch bonding, chemical bonding,
needle punching or other similar processes. This nonwo-
ven fabric is a feature that corresponds to the "nonwoven
fabric" according to this invention. In order to enhance
the dust wiping function, itis preferred to use a nonwoven
fabric having higher rigidity. Further, as an alternative to
or in addition to the nonwoven fabric, strips made of ure-
thane, sponge, woven fabric, net, split cloth or other sim-
ilar materials may be used.

(Construction of Fiber Assembly)

[0025] The fiber assembly 117 is a single fiber struc-
ture formed by fibers, a fiber structure having fibers
aligned in the length direction and/or the radial direction
(twist yarn, spun yarn, yarn to which a plurality of fila-
ments are partially connected), or an assembly of the
fiber structures. The fiber assembly 117 partially includes
thermoplastic fibers and can be fusion bonded. The fibers
forming the fiber assembly 117 are elements of yarn,
textile or the like and defined as being thin and flexible
fibers having a substantially longer length compared with
the thickness. Typically, along continuous fiber is defined
as a filament and a short fiber as a staple. Like the strips
114a and 118a of the holding sheet 114 and the front
sheet 118, the fibers of the fiber assembly 117 extend in
elongate shape in a direction transverse to the extending
direction of the holding plate 142. The fiber assembly 117
is also referred to as the "fiber bundle" having a plurality
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of fibers in a bundle. The fiber assembly 117 herein is a
feature that corresponds to the "fiber assembly" accord-
ing to this invention.

[0026] In the representative example shown in FIGS.
2 to 4, three fiber assemblies 117 are stacked in layers,
but one or more layers of fiber assemblies may be used
as necessary. Preferably, the fiber assembly 117 has a
planar structure having a predetermined flat or curved
surface and has a three-dimensional form having a cer-
tain thickness or has a thin sheet-like form. The "fiber
assembly" is typically formed of polyethylene (PE), poly-
propylene (PP), polyethylene terephthalate (PET), nylon,
rayon or the like. In practical use, an assembly of fila-
ments formed by opening a tow is frequently used as the
fiber assembly. It is particularly preferable that the fiber
assembly comprises conjugated fibers having a core of
polypropylene (PP) or polyethylene terephthalate (PET)
and a core covering sheath of polyethylene (PE). Further,
the filaments of the fiber assembly are preferred to have
afineness of 0.5 to 66 dtex. The individual fiber assembly
may contain fibers of substantially the same fineness, or
it may contain fibers of different finenesses. When using
fibers containing thermoplastic resin, itis preferred to use
at least two or more kinds of resins having different melt-
ing points (for example, resins between which the differ-
ence in the melting point is 20°C or more).

[0027] Further, in order to enhance the dust wiping
function, it is preferred to use a fiber assembly including
fibers having higher rigidity or fibers having higher fine-
ness. It is further preferred that the fiber assembly has
crimped fibers. In this case, it is preferred to use crimped
fibers having 5 to 30 crimps per inch. Here, the crimped
fibers are fibers subjected to a predetermined crimping
process and easily intertwined with each other. With the
fibers being crimped, the fiber assembly becomes bulkier
than before the holder is attached thereto, and dust can
be easily captured by the crimped portions. This structure
can be realized especially by using crimped fibers
opened from a tow. Further, in order to reliably adsorb
dirt, dust or the like, it is preferred to use fibers containing
dust adsorbent oil.

[0028] For the fiber assembly, flat yarns or split yarns
may also be used. The flat yarns are prepared by slitting
a film into tapes and by stretching the tapes in the longi-
tudinal direction. The split yarns are prepared by splitting
a thermoplastic film resin in the direction perpendicular
to the orientation direction of the resin so that the film is
fibrillated and interconnected into a net shape. Alterna-
tively, a nonwoven fabric which is bulky and has low fiber
density, such as a through-air bonded nonwoven fabric,
may be used to form the fiber assembly.

[0029] The kinds and numbers of the component parts
of the cleaning element 110 are not limited to those de-
scribed in the above-described example, and can be se-
lected as necessary.

[0030] Referring to FIG. 6, operation of the cleaning
tool 100 having the above-described construction is de-
scribed. FIG. 6 is a sectional view of the cleaning element
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110 according to this embodiment, in the states before
and after attachment of the cleaning element holder. As
shown in FIG. 6, the center distance L1 between the right
and left insert regions 115 of the cleaning element 110
which is not yet attached to the cleaning element holder
is designed to be longer than the center distance L2 be-
tween the pair holding plates 142. On the other hand,
when the pair holding plates 142 are inserted into the
right and left insert regions 115, the right and left split
cleaning parts 123 are deformed toward each other ac-
cording tothe center distance L2 between the pair holding
plates 142. As a result, after attachment of the cleaning
element holder, an overlap region 119 is formed in the
space 124 between the right and left split cleaning parts
123 facing each other, by surface contact, overlapping
or intertwining of the holding sheets 114, the fiber as-
semblies 117 and the front sheets 118. When a cleaning
operation is performed with an object to be cleaned in-
serted into the space 124, in order to enhance the clean-
ing effect, the overlap length (overlap width) of the over-
lap region 119 is preferably 1 mm or longer in the lateral
direction in FIG. 6. Further, the overlap length is prefer-
ably as long as the center distance L2 between the pair
holding plates 142.

[0031] With such construction, a shape-retaining func-
tion is provided at least by overlapping of the fiber as-
semblies 117 between the adjacent split cleaning parts
123. As a result, the entire cleaning element 110 can be
prevented from drooping, and unnecessary clearance
can be prevented from being formed in the space 124.
Further, the contact area between the object to be
cleaned and the split cleaning parts 123 can be increased
by wrapping the object to be cleaned between the split
cleaning parts 123. Thus, the cleaning effect of the object
to be cleaned which is inserted into the space 124 can
be enhanced. Further, deterioration of the appearance
of the cleaning tool 100 which may be caused by unnec-
essary clearance formed in the space 124 can be pre-
vented. As a result, users can be convinced that the
cleaning element 110 has a high cleaning effect and the
user’s cleaning motivation can be effectively enhanced.
[0032] Further, the splitcleaning parts 123 of the clean-
ing element 110 are rectangular in section at the time of
purchase or in the initial unused state. In use for actual
cleaning operation, preferably, each of the split cleaning
parts 123 is loosened or fluffed by the user such that its
volume is increased. This loosening operation may be
performed before attachment of the cleaning element
holder by a first procedure, or it may be performed after
attachment of the cleaning element holder by a second
procedure. FIGS. 7 and 8 are sectional views of the split
cleaning parts 123 in this embodiment and illustrate the
first and second procedures for attaching the cleaning
element holder, respectively.

[0033] In the first procedure shown in FIG. 7, first, in
step A1, the split cleaning parts 123 are loosened by the
user. At this time, in this embodiment, the holding sheets
114, the fiber assemblies 117 and the front sheets 118
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of the respective split cleaning parts 123 have the same
length in a direction transverse to the longitudinal direc-
tion of the split cleaning parts 123 (in a direction trans-
verse to the extending direction of the holding plate 142)
from the fusion bonding line 120. Therefore, when the
user performs the loosening operation in step A1, each
of the split cleaning parts 123 becomes bulky into a gen-
erally circular or elliptical shape as viewed in section in
a direction transverse to the extending direction of the
holding plate 142. In this bulky state, the strips 114a and
118a of the holding sheet 114 and front sheet 118 and
the fibers of the fiber assemblies 117 radiate out from
the fusion bonding line 120, as viewed in section in the
direction transverse to the longitudinal direction of the
split cleaning parts 123 (the direction transverse to the
extending direction of the holding plate 142). Subse-
quently, in step A2, the two holding plates 142 are insert-
ed into right and left insert regions 115. As a result, the
pair of right and left split cleaning parts 123 are deformed
toward each other according to the distance between the
pair holding plates 142 and form the overlap region 119
by surface contact, overlapping or intertwining of the
holding sheets 114, the fiber assemblies 117 and the
front sheets 118.

[0034] In the second procedure shown in FIG. 8, first,
in step B 1, the pair holding plates 142 are inserted into
the right and left insert regions 115. As a result, the pair
of right and left split cleaning parts 123 are deformed
toward each other according to the distance between the
pair holding plates 142 and form the overlap region 119
by surface contact, overlapping or intertwining of the
holding sheets 114, the fiber assemblies 117 and the
front sheets 118. Subsequently, in step B2, when the split
cleaning parts 123 are loosened by the user, like in step
A2 shown in FIG. 7, each of the split cleaning parts 123
becomes bulky into a generally circular shape in section.
[0035] Referring to FIGS. 9 to 17, cleaning operation
using the cleaning tool 100 which is obtained through the
above-described first or second procedure is described.
FIGS. 9 to 12 show the manner in which the object to be
cleaned W is wiped between the pair split cleaning parts
123 of the cleaning element 110 in the cleaning tool 100
of this embodiment, and FIGS. 13 to 17 show the manner
in which the object to be cleaned W is wiped on the outer
surfaces of the pair split cleaning parts 123 of the cleaning
element 110 in the cleaning tool 100 of this embodiment.
[0036] As shown in FIG. 9, it is assumed that a three
dimensional object to be cleaned W is cleaned between
the pair split cleaning parts 123 of the cleaning element
110. In this case, as shown in FIG. 10, the cleaning ele-
ment 110 is pressed against the object to be cleaned
such that the overlap region 119 of the pair split cleaning
parts 123 conforms to the object to be cleaned. The pair
holding plates 142 are preferably formed of an elastic
material, or typically a plastic material having elasticity,
which allows the pair holding plates 142 to be elastically
deformed away from each other. Therefore, the object
to be cleaned W is pushed into the space 124 while push-
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ing and opening up the overlap region 119 against an
elastic biasing force of the pair holding plates 142. Then,
firstly, dust, dirt or the like (hereinafter also referred to as
"dust etc. D") on the object to be cleaned W is adsorbed
particularly by the fiber assemblies 117 at the inlet area
of the space 124. At this time, the contact area between
the space 124 and the object to be cleaned W is large at
the inlet area of the space 124, so that the object to be
cleaned can be wiped well at the inlet area. Particularly,
the holding sheets 114, the fiber assemblies 117 and the
front sheets 118 in the overlap region 119 of the cleaning
element 110 effectively entwine with the dust etc. D on
the surface of the three-dimensional object to be cleaned
and thus can reliably trap the dust etc. D. When the object
to be cleaned is further pushed forward into the space
124, as shownin FIG. 11, the remaining dust etc. D which
cannot be adsorbed by the fiber assemblies 117 at the
inlet area of the space 124 is scraped off by the strips
114a of the holding sheets 114 and then immediately
adsorbed by the fiber assemblies 17. Further, in this em-
bodiment, the length of the holding sheets 114, the fiber
assemblies 117 and the front sheets 118 is preferably
set such that each of the split cleaning parts 123 has the
largest possible diameter in section. With such construc-
tion, the distance and time of contact of the cleaning el-
ement can be increased with respect to the object to be
cleaned W which passes between the pair split cleaning
parts 123. As a result, even if the holding sheets 114 are
not provided with the strips 114a, the effect of wiping out
the dust etc. D can be enhanced. Further, as shown in
FIG. 12, some of the dust etc. D scraped off by the strips
114a of the holding sheets 114 may not be adsorbed by
the fiber assemblies 117 and fall from the object to be
cleaned. Such dust etc. D is reliably trapped at the rear
end side of the fiber assemblies 117 (the inlet area of the
space 124) as shown by the arrow in FIG. 12. Such clean-
ing operation is also effective in the case of wiping the
object to be cleaned W by inserting at least one of the
split cleaning parts 123 into a clearance (or a slit or open-
ing) on the side of the object to be cleaned W.

[0037] Now, as shown in FIG. 13, it is assumed that
an uneven object to be cleaned W is planarly cleaned by
the pair split cleaning parts 123 of the cleaning element
110. In this case, in this embodiment, the cleaning ele-
ment 110 contacts the plane surface of the object to be
cleaned W via the pair split cleaning parts 123, so that
the user can secure a stable wiping angle during wiping
operation without keeping the wrist stabilized more than
necessary. Further, the two split cleaning parts 123 con-
tact the object to be cleaned W, so that an effect for two
wiping operations can be obtained in a single wiping op-
eration. Particularly, the fiber assemblies 117 of the pair
splitcleaning parts 123 form four adsorbing regions 123a,
123b, 123c, 123d with respect to the object to be cleaned
W. Each of the adsorbing regions 123a, 123b, 123c¢, 123d
has a fan-like form, which can effectively secure a desired
adsorbing region for adsorbing the dust etc. D. Further,
each of the adsorbing regions 123a, 123b, 123c, 123d
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has an arcuate contact surface and contacts the object
to be cleaned W mainly at two projections, or a projection
between the first adsorbing region 123a and the second
adsorbing region 123b and a projection between the third
adsorbing region 123c and the fourth adsorbing region
123d. Therefore, the adsorbing regions can be smoothly
deformed when they are slid along the surface of the
object to be cleaned W. As a result, friction between the
adsorbing regions and the object to be cleaned W can
be reduced, so that smooth cleaning operation can be
realized, that is to say, the cleaning tool feels light to use
in cleaning operation.

[0038] More specifically, as shown in FIG. 14, when
the cleaning element 110 is moved along the surface of
the object to be cleaned W, the dust etc. D is adsorbed
by the fiber assemblies 117 of the first adsorbing region
123a. When the cleaning element 110 is further moved,
as shown in FIG. 15, the dust etc. D hiding behind a
projection is scraped out by the strips 118a of the front
sheets 118 between the first adsorbing region 123a and
the second adsorbing region 123b, and adsorbed by the
fiber assemblies 117 of the second adsorbing region
123b. When the cleaning element 110 is further moved,
as shown in FIG. 16, the dust etc. D in a depression is
adsorbed by the fiber assemblies 117 of the first adsorb-
ing region 123a. Even if the dust etc. D is not adsorbed
by the fiber assemblies 117 of the first adsorbing region
123a, the dust etc. D is scraped out by the strips 114a
of the holding sheets 114 between the first adsorbing
region 123a and the second adsorbing region 123b, and
then adsorbed by the fiber assemblies 117 of the second
adsorbing region 123b. Or even if the dust etc. D is not
completely scraped out, the dust etc. D is moved rear-
ward within the depression and adsorbed by the fiber
assemblies 117 of the second adsorbing region 123b.
Further, the dust etc. D which cannot be adsorbed by the
fiber assemblies 117 of the second adsorbing region
123b is adsorbed by the fiber assemblies 117 of the third
adsorbing region 123c. Further, the dust etc. D which
cannot be adsorbed by the fiber assemblies 117 of the
third adsorbing region 123c is scraped out again by the
strips 114a of the holding sheets 114 between the third
adsorbing region 123c and the fourth adsorbing region
123d, and finally adsorbed by the fiber assemblies 117
of the forth adsorbing region 123d. Or even if the dust
etc. D is not completely scraped out, the dust etc. D is
moved rearward within the depression and finally ad-
sorbed by the fiber assemblies 117 of the forth adsorbing
region 123d.

[0039] In an operation of wiping a wide plane surface
of the object to be cleaned W, when the user’s wrist is
unstable or when the object to be cleaned W is up high,
it is assumed that the cleaning element 110 is operated
in an inclined position with respect to the surface of the
object to be cleaned W. Therefore, in this embodiment,
as shown in FIG. 17, the cleaning element 110 has four
adsorbing regions 123a, 123b, 123c, 123d with respect
to the object to be cleaned W, so that, for example, the
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dust etc. D which cannot be adsorbed by the first adsorb-
ing region 123a or the second adsorbing region 123b can
be adsorbed by the third adsorbing region 123c or the
fourth adsorbing region 123d.

(Other Embodiments)

[0040] The invention is not limited to the embodiment
as described above, but rather, may be added to,
changed, replaced with alternatives or otherwise modi-
fied. For example, the following provisions can be made
in application of this embodiment.

[0041] Inthe above-described embodiment, the clean-
ing element 110 is described as having the pair of right
and left split cleaning parts 123. However, in the inven-
tion, the number of parts corresponding to the split clean-
ing parts 123 can be appropriately set in the range of two
or more. Referring to FIGS. 18 and 19, other embodi-
ments are described. A cleaning tool 200 of the embod-
iment shown in FIG. 18 is constructed such that a clean-
ing element holder 230 having elongate three holding
portions 242 is attached to a cleaning element 210 con-
sisting of three split cleaning parts 123. Specifically, in
attachment of the holder, the holding portions 242 are
inserted into the insert regions 115 of the split cleaning
parts 123. In this case, the three split cleaning parts 123
are disposed in parallel to each other such that the cent-
ers of their sections are located at the respective apexes
of a predetermined triangle. Further, a cleaning tool 300
of a further embodiment shown in FIG. 19 is provided
such that a cleaning element holder 330 having four elon-
gate holding portions 342 is attached to a cleaning ele-
ment 310 consisting of four split cleaning parts. Specifi-
cally, in attachment of the holder, the holding portions
342 are inserted into the insert regions 115 of the split
cleaning parts 123. In this case, the four split cleaning
parts 123 are disposed in parallel to each other such that
the centers of their sections are located at the apexes of
a predetermined square. The cleaning tool 200 shown in
FIG. 18 and the cleaning tool 300 shown in FIG. 19 can
also provide the same effect as the above-described
cleaning tool 100. Further, the cleaning tools 200, 300
may be constructed such that three or four split cleaning
parts 123 are disposed in parallel to each other on a
predetermined straight line.

[0042] In the above-described embodiment, each of
the split cleaning parts 123 of the cleaning element 110
is designed to have a generally circular or elliptical sec-
tion. However, in the invention, it is necessary for this
section to form the generally circular or elliptical shape
in its entirety or in part. For example, the section of the
split cleaning part may also have a shape of one or more
fans which forms part of a circular form. This construction
is shown in a cleaning element 410 of a further embod-
iment shown in FIG. 20. In the cleaning element 410
shown in FIG. 20, each of split cleaning parts 423 has
an outside region and an inside region which have re-
spective sections of fan-like shapes which form part of
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circular shapes of different diameters. This construction
can be realized, for example by changing the position of
the fusion bonding lines 120, 121, or the length of the
holding sheets 114, the fiber assemblies 117 and the
front sheets 118 according to location. With such con-
struction, the outside and inside regions of the split clean-
ing parts 423 can be effectively provided with different
cleaning capabilities.

[0043] Inthe above-described embodiment, the clean-
ing element 110 is formed by a sheet-like nonwoven fab-
ric and a fiber assembly. However, in the invention, the
cleaning element 110 may be formed by either one of
the sheet-like nonwoven fabric and the fiber assembly.

Description of Numerals

[0044]

100 cleaning tool

110 cleaning element

112 holding sheet part

113 base sheet

114 holding sheet

114a strip

115 insert region

115a opening

116 cleaning element sheet part
117 fabric assembly

118 front sheet

118 a strip

119 overlap region

120, 121 fusion bonding line

123, 423 split cleaning part

123a first adsorbing region
123b second adsorbing region
123c third adsorbing region
123d fourth adsorbing region
124 space

130 cleaning element holder
140 holder body

141 base

142 holding plate

143 retaining plate

150 handle

151 handle body

151a connecting portion

200, 300 cleaning tool

210, 310,410 cleaning element

230, 330 cleaning element holder
242, 342 holding portion

Claims

1. A cleaning tool for use in cleaning an object to be
cleaned comprising:

an elongate cleaning element holder and
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a cleaning element to be attached to the clean-
ing element holder, wherein:

the cleaning element holder includes a grip
to be held by a user and a plurality of holding
elements extending from the grip in parallel
in a longitudinal direction,

the cleaning element comprises a plurality
of elongate split cleaning parts having re-
spective insert regions for receiving the
holding elements, and the cleaning element
has a space into which the object to be
cleaned can be inserted between adjacent
ones of the split cleaning parts,

each of the split cleaning parts includes a
fiber assembly formed by a plurality of fibers
extending in a direction transverse to the
longitudinal direction of the split cleaning
part, and a nonwoven fabric sheet made of
nonwoven fabric, the fiber assembly and the
nonwoven fabric sheet being overlaid one
on the other and bonded together and

in an inserted state of the holding elements
into the insert regions, the fiber assemblies
of the adjacent ones of the split cleaning
parts overlap each other in the space in a
direction transverse to the longitudinal di-
rection.

The cleaning tool as defined in claim 1, wherein the
cleaning element is designed such that, in the state
in which the cleaning element is not yet attached to
the cleaning element holder, a center distance be-
tween the adjacent insert regions is longer than a
center distance between the adjacent holding ele-
ments of the cleaning element holder, and when the
holding elements are inserted into the insert regions,
the fiber assemblies of the adjacent split cleaning
parts move toward each other and thus overlap each
other in the space in a direction transverse to the
longitudinal direction.

The cleaning tool as defined in claim 1 or 2, wherein
the nonwoven fabric sheet comprises a plurality of
split pieces extending in a direction transverse to the
longitudinal direction of the split cleaning parts.

The cleaning tool as defined in any one of claims 1
to 3, wherein the holding elements comprise an elas-
tic material which allows the adjacent holding ele-
ments to be elastically deformed away from each
other.
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