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(54) Cigarette pack, cigarette pack closing mechanism and associated blanks

(57) A hinge-cover cigarette pack (10) comprises an
inner box (1) having a top face, a bottom face and a plu-
rality of longitudinal faces connecting the top face to the
bottom face, one of the longitudinal faces being a front
face. The pack further comprises a cover (2) arranged
to cover the entire surface of the front face when the pack
is in a closed position, the cover (2) being hingedly at-

tached to a first longitudinal side face of the inner box
(1). The pack also comprises a linking element for at-
taching the cover (2) to a second longitudinal side face
of the inner box (1), the linking element being arranged
to bias the relative position of the inner box (1) to the
cover (2) in a first configuration, which first configuration
is approximately half-way between a fully open configu-
ration and a fully closed configuration.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a cigarette pack
and blanks therefore. In particular, the present invention
relates to a hinged-cover cigarette pack having an im-
proved closing mechanism.
[0002] Hinged-lid cigarette boxes made of varying
thicknesses of cardboard are known. Typically, these
packs comprise lids which open from the top and allow
a user to access cigarettes which are situated inside the
box.
[0003] Recently, a growing number of cigarette boxes
have been designed to allow the cigarettes to be ac-
cessed in new ways, such as, for example, the use of
inner boxes which are slidably engaged with outer
frames. There has also been a growing desire to manu-
facture cardboard cigarette packs which mimic cigarette
cases circa 1900, which were often made of very high
quality materials, such as precious metals. One of the
reasons for attempting to produce such packs is that con-
sumers often associate the quality of a product with the
quality of the packaging in which the product is sold, or
dispensed.
[0004] These known packs, which typically comprise
side opening mechanisms (i.e. similar to a book) have
several disadvantages. One disadvantage relates to the
fact that the cardboard used in the manufacture of ciga-
rette packs is generally quite thin and it is therefore very
difficult to produce a pack which is solid enough to allow
a book-type, or oyster shell-like, opening mechanism,
without increasing the thickness of the cardboard, a de-
sign decision which significantly increases cost and man-
ufacturing complexity.
[0005] Accordingly, when known book-type boxes are
produced, they typically result in flimsy packs which the
consumer identifies with a product of poor quality. For
example, when applying closing pressure on known
book-type cardboard packs, it is common for the packs
to bend, or even buckle, in a transverse direction, thereby
preventing the user from properly closing the pack.
[0006] Another disadvantage with known book-type
opening mechanism is that they cannot reproduce the
same closing action as cigarette cases, which cigarette
cases use metal hinges and therefore have a certain re-
sistive quality to their closing action. The result of this
significant difference in closing action produces a further-
ing of the user’s impression of a poor quality pack and,
by association, a poor quality product.
[0007] Accordingly, there is a need for a cigarette pack
which has a book-type opening mechanism, but which
replicates not only the look of traditional cigarette cases,
but also their feel.
[0008] In order to overcome the problems associated
with the prior art, the present invention provides a hinge-
cover cigarette pack which comprises:

an inner box having a top face, a bottom face and a
plurality of longitudinal faces connecting the top face

to the bottom face, one of the longitudinal faces being
a front face;
a cover arranged to cover the entire surface of the
front face when the pack is in a closed position, the
cover being hingedly attached to a first longitudinal
side face of the inner box; and
a linking element for attaching the cover to a second
longitudinal side face of the inner box, the hinge-
cover pack being characterised by:

the linking element is arranged to bias the rela-
tive position of the inner box to the cover in a
first configuration, which first configuration is ap-
proximately half-way between a fully open con-
figuration and a fully closed configuration.

[0009] Preferably, the inner box is an octagonal paral-
lelepiped having a top face, a bottom face, a front face,
a rear face, two side face and four bevel faces; and
the cover being fixed to both the rear face of the inner
box and, via the linking element, to one of the bevel faces
of the inner box.
[0010] Preferably, the cover, when closed, is essen-
tially of the shape of an octagonal parallelepiped having
a top wall, a bottom wall, a front wall, a rear wall, two side
walls and three bevel walls;
the rear wall of the cover being arrange to be fixed to the
rear face of the inner box.
[0011] Preferably, the cover and the inner box are ar-
ranged such that, in a closed position:

the front wall of the cover is superimposed on the
front face of the inner box;
the top wall of the cover covers the top face of the
inner box;
the bottom wall of the cover covers the bottom face
of the inner box; and
the side walls of the cover covers the side faces of
the inner box.

[0012] Preferably, the above hinge-cover cigarette
pack further comprises:

biasing means for biasing the pack in the closed po-
sition.

[0013] Preferably, the hinge-cover cigarette pack of
any of the preceding claims further comprises:

a tab fixed to one of the four bevel faces such that it
is operable as a handle to facilitate the opening of
the pack by a user.

[0014] The present invention further provides a blank
for producing the above inner box, which blank compris-
es:

a rear panel disposed between a first front panel and
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a second front panel, the first front panel being ar-
ranged to be fixed under the second front panel when
the blank is folded into the inner box.

[0015] Preferably, the first front panel is provided with
a first aperture for accessing the interior of the inner box
and the second front panel is provided with a second
aperture for accessing the interior of the box, the first
aperture having smaller dimensions than the second ap-
erture.
[0016] Preferably, the second aperture is covered by
a removable panel made of the same material as the
inner box.
[0017] The present invention also provides a blank for
producing the above cover, which blank comprises:

a first top wall panel and a second top wall panel
arranged to be folded and fixed upon one another;
a first bottom wall panel and a second bottom wall
panel arranged to be folded and fixed upon one an-
other;
a first front wall panel and a second front wall panel
being arranged to be folded on top of each other in
order to form the front wall of the cover;
a rear panel suitable to be attached to the rear face
of the inner box; and
a linking element attached to the second front wall
and being suitable to attach the front wall to the inner
box and further being arranged to bias the relative
position of the inner box to the cover in a first con-
figuration, which first configuration is approximately
half-way between a fully open configuration and a
fully closed configuration.

[0018] As will be appreciated, the present invention
provides several advantages over the prior art. For ex-
ample, because the linking element of the present inven-
tion biases the relative position of the cover and the inner
pack in a semi-closed position, the pack will close in a
two-step action, which will give the impression to the user
that pack of high quality.
[0019] The present invention will now be described
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

Figure 1 is a front view of a first embodiment of a
hinged pack in accordance with the present inven-
tion;
Figure 2 is a perspective view of the hinged pack of
Figure 1, shown in a closed position;
Figure 3 is a rear view of the hinged pack of Figure
1, shown in a closed position;
Figure 4 is a perspective view of the hinged pack of
Figure 1, shown in an open position;
Figure 5 is a top view showing hidden details of the
hinged pack of Figure 1, the pack being in a first
position;
Figure 6 is a front view of a blank for making the inner
pack of the hinged pack of Figure 1;

Figure 7 is a front view of a blank for making the lid
and connecting means of the hinged pack of Figure
1;
Figure 8 is a front view of a second embodiment of
a hinged pack in accordance with the present inven-
tion;
Figure 9 is a perspective view of the hinged pack of
Figure 8, shown in a closed position;
Figure 10 is a rear view of the hinged pack of Figure
8, shown in a closed position;
Figure 11 is a perspective view of the hinged pack
of Figure 8, shown in an open position;
Figure 12 is a top view showing hidden detail of the
hinged pack of Figure 8, the pack being in a first
position;
Figure 13 is a front view of a blank for making the
inner pack of the hinged pack of Figure 8; and
Figure 14 is a front view of a blank for making the lid
and connecting means of the hinged pack of Figure
8.

[0020] Figure 1 is a front view of a first embodiment of
the hinged pack 10 in accordance with the present in-
vention. As can be seen from Figure 1, the cover 2 of the
hinged pack comprises a front face 11, a top face 12 and
a bottom face 13 having the same dimensions as the top
face 12. Also, the cover 2 includes side face 14 and side
face 15, as well as bevelled edge 18, positioned between
side face 15 and front face 11, and bevelled edge 17,
positioned between front face 11 and side face 14. The
hinge axis H is hidden from view on the opposite side of
the pack.
[0021] Figure 2 is a perspective view of the first em-
bodiment of the hinged pack 10 in accordance with the
present invention. The hinged pack 10 of Figure 2 is
shown in a closed position. The hinged pack 10 includes
a cover 2 having a front face 11, a top face 12, a side
face 14 and bevelled edge 17 positioned between the
side face 14 and front face 11. Side face 14 also includes
an aperture through which the side face 22 of the inner
pack 1 can be seen. The hinge axis H is hidden from view
on the opposite side of the pack.
[0022] Figure 3 is a rear view of the first embodiment
of the hinged pack 10 in accordance with the present
invention. The hinged pack 10 of Figure 3 is shown in a
closed position. The cover 2 further includes rear face
20, rear bevelled edge 19, and hinge axis H, which is
defined by the edge formed between side face 15 and
bevelled edge 19. Figure 3 also shows the bevelled edge
16 of the inner pack 1.
[0023] In the embodiment shown in Figure 3, the rear
face 20 of cover 2 is substantially identical in dimensions
to the rear face (not shown) of the inner pack 1, though
in other embodiments these elements may be of different
dimensions. The rear face 20 of the cover 2 defines one
of two sides of the rear wall of cover 2, the other side of
which (not shown) is fixed to the rear face (not shown)
of the inner pack 1. The lip 21, which is part of the cover
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2, is also fixed to the bevelled edge 16 of the inner pack 1.
[0024] The fixing of these elements together, as well
as the fixing of any other elements in the present inven-
tion, can be done using known fixing methods, such as
gluing, chemical bonding, mechanical bonding, etc.
[0025] Figure 4 is a perspective view of hinged pack
10 in accordance with the present invention. Figure 4
shows the pack 10 when the cover 2 is pulled away from
the inner pack 1 by relative rotation of part of the cover
2 and the inner pack 1, around the hinge axis H. The
cover 2 includes an inner front face 27, as well as an
inner bottom face 26 and an inner top face (not shown).
The inner pack 1 also comprises front face 25, top face
24, a front right-hand side bevel 23, a front left-hand side
bevel 72 (not shown in Figure 4) and side face 22, which
is partially covered by side face 14 of cover 2 when the
pack is in a closed position.
[0026] An aperture A2 is formed in the surface define
by the front face 25 and the top face 24 in order to provide
access to the cigarettes inside the pack. Other materials,
such as removable metallic wrappers, can also be used
to further cover the cigarettes.
[0027] The surface defined by the front face 25 and
top face 24 is part of second front panel 32 and second
top panel 35 (see Figure 6), beneath which is a surface
defined by first front panel 30 and first top panel 34, which
comprises an aperture A1 of slightly smaller dimensions
to the aperture found in the front face 25 and top face
24. The difference in the dimensions of aperture A1 and
aperture A2 allows the front face 71 of the second front
panel 30 and the top face 70 of the second top panel 34
to be seen when the cover 2 of the pack 10 is open,
thereby producing the impression that the pack is double
walled.
[0028] Figure 4 also shows linking element 28 and link-
ing element 29 which are connected to both the cover 2
and the inner pack 1 in order to bias the relative arrange-
ment of cover 2 and inner pack 1 in a first, semi-open
position or in a fully closed position, as described in detail
below. The linking elements are made of the same ma-
terial as the rest of the pack and, as will be described
below, form part of the cover blank 3.
[0029] Figure 5 shows a top view with hidden detail of
the hinged pack of Figure 1, the pack being in the first
position. One side of linking element 28 is connected to
the inner front face 27 of the pack. The other side of
linking element 28 is connected to linking element 29. A
tab 29a is connected to linking element 29 and fixed to
the left-hand side bevel 72. The tab 29a can be of any
suitable shape but will preferably be of the same dimen-
sions as left-hand side bevel 72.
[0030] Now, with reference to Figures 4 and 5, the op-
eration of the hinged pack 10 of the first embodiment of
the present invention will now be described. When the
pack 10 is in a fully open position, as shown in figure 4,
linking element 28 and linking element 29 extend from
front inner face 27 of the cover 2 to the front left-hand
side bevel 72 of the inner pack 1.

[0031] Then, when pressure is exerted in such a way
as to bring the cover 2 and the inner pack 1 together, the
front cover swings around the hinge axis H which puts
pressure on linking elements 28 and 29 in such a way
that they bend, until the cover 2 reaches the first position,
as shown in Figure 5. In this position, the inner pack 1
and the cover 2 are in a balanced position, where any
clockwise rotation of the cover 2 with respect to the inner
pack 1, will put pressure on both linking elements 28 and
29, causing them to bend and bias the pack 10 towards
the first position; whereas any further counter-clockwise
rotation of the cover 2 with respect to the pack 1 will put
pressure on linking element 28, causing it to bend and
bias the pack 10 towards the first position. If however
continued pressure is exerted in order to bend linking
element 28 beyond a certain point, the receding of tab
29a into the inner corner of the front bevelled edge 18
will decrease the pressure on linking element 28. This
decrease in the force applied to linking element 28 will
result in a biasing of the pack 10 in a closed position.
[0032] Accordingly, the linking mechanism of a pack
in accordance with the present invention will result in the
pack being biased towards not only the closed position,
but also to a semi-open position. Therefore, when the
pack is closed, it is done so in two distinct stages. This
resistive closing action further serves to give the impres-
sion to the user that the pack is of superior quality.
[0033] Figure 6 represents an inner pack blank 3 in
accordance with the present invention. As can be seen,
the blank comprises a plurality of panels separated by
fold lines (i.e. broken lines). The blank 3 includes rear
panel 31, as well as first front panel 30 and first top panel
34 having an aperture A1, and second front panel 32 and
second top panel 35 having an aperture A2.
[0034] First front panel 30 is connected to a first top
panel 34, which itself is connected to a first side of rear
panel 31. The other side of rear panel 31 is connected
to bottom panel 33, which itself is connected to a first
side of second front panel 32, the other side of which is
connected to second top panel 35. Bottom panel 33, as
well as first and second top panels 34, 35, are shaped
as elongated octagons.
[0035] Rectangular bevel panels 37 are adjacently dis-
posed on either side of rear panel 31. Once folded, bevel
panels 37 will form both rear bevelled edges of the inner
pack 1. As shown in Figure 2 and Figure 3, of these rear
bevelled edges, only bevelled edge 16 is visible when
the pack is constructed, as the other rear bevelled edge
will be covered by panel 55 (shown in Figure 7). Rectan-
gular inner side panels 40 are adjacently disposed on
the outer edge of bevel panels 37. Upper and lower fold-
ing tabs 42 and 41, respectively, are adjacently disposed
on the top and bottom end of each side panel 40.
[0036] Rectangular bevelled panels 36 are adjacently
disposed on either side of second front panel 32. Once
folded, bevel panels 36 will form first front bevelled edge
23 (see Figure 4) of the inner pack 1 and second front
bevelled edge 72 (not shown), which will be fixed to tab
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29a.
[0037] Rectangular outer side panels 39 and 38 are
adjacently disposed on the outer edge of bevel panel 36.
Outer side panel 38 comprises a recess 38a. When the
blank is folded, the outer side panels 38 and 39 are placed
over the inner side panels 40 and fixed thereto.
[0038] Now, with reference to Figure 6, the method of
folding the blank will now be described. First front panel
30 is inwardly folded at a right angle with respect to first
top panel 34 along the folding line. Then, first top panel
34 is inwardly folded at a right angle along the folding
line with respect to rear panel 31. Once this is done, upper
and lower folding tabs 41 and 42 are inwardly folded at
right angles along their respective folding lines.
[0039] Then, panels 37 and 40 are inwardly folded until
edge 42a is flush with edge 34a; edge 40a is flush with
edge 34b; edge 37a is flush with edge 34c; edge 37b is
flush with edge 33a; edge 40b is flush with edge 33b and
edge 41 a is flush with edge 33c. Tabs 41 and 24 are
preferably fixed to bottom panel 33 and first top panel
34, respectively.
[0040] Finally, second front panel 32 is folded inwardly
in order to cover the first front panel 30 and outer side
panels 38 and 39 are fixed to inner side panels 40.
[0041] In a pack in accordance with the present inven-
tion, the grain of the cardboard or other material used to
make the inner pack blank runs in the longitudinal direc-
tion of the blank 3.
[0042] Figure 7 represents the cover blank 4 of the
pack in accordance with the present invention. As can
be seen, the blank comprises a plurality of panels sepa-
rated by fold lines. Tab 64 is formed on one side of back
panel 43. When the pack is constructed, back panel 43
is fixed to the rear of the inner pack 1. Accordingly, the
far side of back panel 43 will be rear face 20, shown in
Figure 3.
[0043] Bevel panel 55 is adjacently disposed on the
other side of back panel 43. Side panel 54 is adjacently
disposed between bevel panel 55 and bevel panel 54.
Side tabs 56 are adjacently disposed on the right and left
of side panel 54. Side tabs 63 are adjacently disposed
on the right and left of side bevel panel 53. Front panel
44 is adjacently disposed between bevel panel 53 and
outer bevel panel 52. On the right and left sides of front
panel 44, inner and outer bottom and top panels 59 and
57, respectively, are adjacently disposed.
[0044] Side tabs 62 are disposed on the right and left
sides of outer bevel panel 52. Side tabs 59 are disposed
on the right and the left sides of outer side panel 51, outer
side panel 51 being disposed between outer bevel panel
52 and inner side panel 50. Inner side panel 50 is posi-
tioned between outer side panel 51 and inner bevel panel
49, which itself is disposed between inner side panel 50
and inner front panel 45.
[0045] Inner side panel 50 and inner side panel 51
comprise an octagonal aperture in which tabs 60 and 61
a and 61 b protrude. On the far end of inner front panel
45 are formed linking panel 46 and linking panel 47, as

well as tab 48. In use, linking panel 46 becomes linking
element 28, linking panel 47 becomes liking element 29
and tab 48 becomes tab 29a.
[0046] Now, with reference to Figure 7, the method of
folding the cover blank 4 will now be described.
[0047] First, tabs 61 a, 61 b and 60 are folded back in
such a way that tabs 60 lie flat on outer side panel 51,
tab 61 a lies flat on outer bevel panel 52 and tab 61 b
lies flat on outer side panel 51. These tabs are preferably
fixed to their respective panels.
[0048] Then, the bottom half of the blank 4 is folded
inwardly such that tabs 56 are laid upon outer top and
bottom panels 57. Then, inner top panels 58 are folded
over outer top panels 57. In this way, edge 55a is flush
with edges 56a, 57a and 58d; edge 53a is flush with edg-
es 57d and 58a; edge 52a is flush with 49a, 57c and 58b;
edge 50a is flush with edge 51 a and edge 59a is flush
with edge 57b and 58c.
[0049] In a pack in accordance with the present inven-
tion, the grain of the cardboard or other material used to
make the cover blank runs in the longitudinal direction of
the blank 4.
[0050] Once the cover blank 4 and inner pack blank 3
are folded into their respective three-dimensional
shapes, they are assembled into pack 10. In order to do
this, panel 48 of the cover blank 7 is fixed to bevel panel
37 located on the right hand side of rear panel 31, as
shown in Figure 6. Also, back panel 43 is fixed to rear
panel 31 and tab 64 is fixed to bevel panel 37 located on
the left hand side of rear panel 31, which bevel panel 37
comprises bevelled edge 16.
[0051] Figure 8 is a front view of a second embodiment
of the hinged pack 10’ in accordance with the present
invention. As can be seen from Figure 8, the cover 2’ of
the hinged pack comprises a front face 11’, a top face
12’ and a bottom face 13’ having the same dimensions
as the top face 12’. Also, the cover 2’ includes side face
14’ and side face 15’, as well as bevelled edge 18’, po-
sitioned between side face 15’ and front face 11’, and
bevelled edge 17’, positioned between front face 11’ and
side face 14’. The hinge axis H’ is hidden from view on
the opposite side of the pack.
[0052] Figure 9 is a perspective view of the second
embodiment of the hinged pack 10’ in accordance with
the present invention. The hinged pack 10’ of Figure 9 is
shown in a closed position. The hinged pack 10’ includes
a cover 2’ having a front face 11’, a top face 12’, a side
face 14’ and bevelled edge 17’ positioned between the
side face 14’ and front face 11’. Side face 14’ also in-
cludes an aperture through which the side face 22’ of the
inner pack 1’ can be seen. The hinge axis H’ is hidden
from view on the opposite side of the pack.
[0053] Figure 10 is a rear view of the second embod-
iment of the hinged pack 10’ in accordance with the
present invention. The hinged pack 10’ of Figure 10 is
shown in a closed position. The cover 2’ further includes
rear face 20’, rear bevelled edge 19’, and hinge axis H’,
which is defined by the edge formed between side face
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15’ and bevelled edge 19’. Figure 10 also shows the bev-
elled edge 16’ of the inner pack 1’.
[0054] In the embodiment shown in Figure 10, the rear
face 20’ of cover 2’ is substantially identical in dimensions
to the rear face (not shown) of the inner pack 1’, though
in other embodiments these elements may be of different
dimensions. The rear face 20’ of the cover 2’ defines one
of two sides of the rear wall of cover 2’, the other side of
which (not shown) is fixed to the rear face (not shown)
of the inner pack 1’. The lip 21’, which is part of the cover
2’, is also fixed to the bevelled edge 16’ of the inner pack
1’.
[0055] Figure 11 is a perspective view of hinged pack
10’ in accordance with the present invention. Figure 11
shows the pack 10’ when the cover 2’ is pulled away from
the inner pack 1’ by relative rotation of part of the cover
2’ and the inner pack 1’, around the hinge axis H’. The
cover 2’ includes an inner front face 27’, as well as an
inner bottom face 26’ and an inner top face (not shown).
The inner pack 1’ also comprises front face 25’, top face
24’, a front right-hand side bevel 23’, a front left-hand
side bevel 72’ (not shown in Figure 11) and side face 22’,
which is partially covered by side face 14’ of cover 2’
when the pack is in a closed position.
[0056] In the pack of the second embodiment, aperture
A2’, which is slightly larger in dimension than aperture
A1’ is covered by a removable anti-tampering tab. Other
materials, such as removable metallic wrappers, can also
be used to further cover the cigarettes.
[0057] The surface defined by the front face 25’ and
top face 24’ is part of second front panel 32’ and second
top panel 35’ (see Figure 13), beneath which is a surface
defined by first front panel 30’ and first top panel 34’,
which comprises an aperture A1 of slightly smaller di-
mensions to the aperture found in the front face 25’ and
top face 24’ which, in the second embodiment of the
present invention is covered by a removable anti-tam-
pering tab. The difference in the dimensions of aperture
A1’ and aperture A2’ allows the front face 71’ of the sec-
ond front panel 30’ and the top face 70’ of the second
top panel 34’ to be seen when the cover 2’ of the pack
10’ is open and the anti-tampering tab is removed, there-
by producing the impression that the pack is double
walled.
[0058] Figure 11 also shows linking element 28’ and
linking element 29’ which are connected to both the cover
2’ and the inner pack 1’ in order to bias the relative ar-
rangement of cover 2’ and inner pack 1’ in a first, semi-
open position or in a fully closed position, as described
in detail below. The linking elements are made of the
same material as the rest of the pack and, as will be
described below, form part of the cover blank 3’.
[0059] Figure 12 shows a top view with hidden detail
of the hinged pack of Figure 8, the pack being in the first
position. One side of linking element 28’ is connected to
the inner front face 27’ of the pack. The other side of
linking element 28’ is connected to linking element 29’.
A tab 29a’ is connected to linking element 29’ and fixed

to the left-hand side bevel 72’. The tab 29a’ can be of
any suitable shape but will preferably be of the same
dimensions as left-hand side bevel 72’.
[0060] Now, with reference to Figures 11 and 12, the
operation of the hinged pack 10’ of the second embodi-
ment of the present invention will now be described.
When the pack 10’ is in a fully open position, as shown
in figure 11, linking element 28’ and linking element 29’
extend from front inner face 27’ of the cover 2’ to the front
left-hand side bevel 72’ of the inner pack 1’.
[0061] Then, when pressure is exerted in such a way
as to bring the cover 2’ and the inner pack 1’ together,
the front cover swings around the hinge axis H’ which
puts pressure on linking elements 28’ and 29’ in such a
way that they bend, until the cover 2’ reaches the first
position, as shown in Figure 12. In this position, the inner
pack 1’ and the cover 2’ are in a balanced position, where
any clockwise rotation of the cover 2’ with respect to the
inner pack 1’, will put pressure on both linking elements
28’ and 29’, causing them to bend and bias the pack 10’
towards the first position; whereas any further counter-
clockwise rotation of the cover 2’ with respect to the pack
1’ will put pressure on linking element 28’, causing it to
bend and bias the pack 10’ towards the first position. If
however continued pressure is exerted in order to bend
linking element 28’ beyond a certain point, the receding
of tab 29a’ into the inner corner of the front bevelled edge
18’ will decrease the pressure on linking element 28’.
This decrease in the force applied to linking element 28’
will result in a biasing of the pack 10’ in a closed position.
[0062] Accordingly, the linking mechanism of a pack
in accordance with the present invention will result in the
pack being biased towards not only the closed position,
but also to a semi-open position. Therefore, when the
pack is closed, it is done so in two distinct stages. This
resistive closing action further serves to give the impres-
sion to the user that the pack is of superior quality.
[0063] Figure 13 represents an inner pack blank 3’ in
accordance with the present invention. As can be seen,
the blank comprises a plurality of panels separated by
fold lines (i.e. broken lines). The blank 3’ includes rear
panel 31’, as well as first front panel 30’ and first top panel
34’ having an aperture A1’, and second front panel 32’
and second top panel 35’ having an aperture A2’ which
is covered by anti-tampering tab T.
[0064] First front panel 30’ is connected to a first top
panel 34’, which itself is connected to a first side of rear
panel 31’. The other side of rear panel 31’ is connected
to bottom panel 33’, which itself is connected to a first
side of second front panel 32’, the other side of which is
connected to second top panel 35’. Bottom panel 33’, as
well as first and second top panels 34’, 35’, are shaped
as elongated octagons.
[0065] Rectangular bevel panels 37’ are adjacently
disposed on either side of rear panel 31’. Once folded,
bevel panels 37’ will form both rear bevelled edges of the
inner pack 1’. As shown in Figure 2’ and Figure 3’, of
these rear bevelled edges, only bevelled edge 16’ is vis-
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ible when the pack is constructed, as the other rear bev-
elled edge will be covered by panel 55’ (shown in Figure
14). Rectangular inner side panels 40’ are adjacently dis-
posed on the outer edge of bevel panels 37’. Upper and
lower folding tabs 42’ and 41’, respectively, are adjacent-
ly disposed on the top and bottom end of each side panel
40’.
[0066] Rectangular bevelled panels 36’ are adjacently
disposed on either side of second front panel 32’. Once
folded, bevel panels 36’ will form first front bevelled edge
23’ (see Figure 13) of the inner pack 1’ and second front
bevelled edge 72’ (not shown), which will be fixed to tab
29a’.
[0067] Rectangular outer side panels 39’ and 38’ are
adjacently disposed on the outer edge of bevel panel 36’.
Outer side panel 38’ comprises a recess 38a’. When the
blank is folded, the outer side panels 38’ and 39’ are
placed over the inner side panels 40’ and fixed thereto.
[0068] Now, with reference to Figure 13, the method
of folding the blank will now be described. First front panel
30’ is inwardly folded at a right angle with respect to first
top panel 34’ along the folding line. Then, first top panel
34’ is inwardly folded at a right angle along the folding
line with respect to rear panel 31’. Once this is done,
upper and lower folding tabs 41’ and 42’ are inwardly
folded at right angles along their respective folding lines.
[0069] Then, panels 37’ and 40’ are inwardly folded
until edge 42a’ is flush with edge 34a’; edge 40a’ is flush
with edge 34b’; edge 37a’ is flush with edge 34c’; edge
37b’ is flush with edge 33a’; edge 40b’ is flush with edge
33b’ and edge 41a’ is flush with edge 33c’. Tabs 41’ and
24’ are preferably fixed to bottom panel 33’ and first top
panel 34’, respectively.
[0070] Finally, second front panel 32’ is folded inwardly
in order to cover the first front panel 30’ and outer side
panels 38’ and 39’ are fixed to inner side panels 40.
[0071] In a pack in accordance with the present inven-
tion, the grain of the cardboard or other material used to
make the inner pack blank runs in the longitudinal direc-
tion of the blank 3’.
[0072] Figure 14 represents the cover blank 4’ of the
pack in accordance with the present invention. As can
be seen, the blank comprises a plurality of panels sepa-
rated by fold lines. Tab 64’ is formed on one side of back
panel 43’. When the pack is constructed, back panel 43’
is fixed to the rear of the inner pack 1’. Accordingly, the
far side of back panel 43’ will be rear face 20’, shown in
Figure 3’.
[0073] Bevel panel 55’ is adjacently disposed on the
other side of back panel 43’. Side panel 54’ is adjacently
disposed between bevel panel 55’ and bevel panel 54’.
Side tabs 56’ are adjacently disposed on the right and
left of side panel 54’. Side tabs 63’ are adjacently dis-
posed on the right and left of side bevel panel 53’. Front
panel 44’ is adjacently disposed between bevel panel 53’
and outer bevel panel 52’. On the right and left sides of
front panel 44’, inner and outer bottom and top panels
59’ and 57’, respectively, are adjacently disposed.

[0074] Side tabs 62’ are disposed on the right and left
sides of outer bevel panel 52’. Side tabs 59’ are disposed
on the right and the left sides of outer side panel 51’,
outer side panel 51’ being disposed between outer bevel
panel 52’ and inner side panel 50’. Inner side panel 50’
is positioned between outer side panel 51’ and inner bev-
el panel 49’, which itself is disposed between inner side
panel 50’ and inner front panel 45’.
[0075] Inner side panel 50’ and inner side panel 51’
comprise an octagonal aperture in which tabs 60’ and 61
a’ protrude. On the far end of inner front panel 45’ are
formed linking panel 46’ and linking panel 47’, as well as
tab 48’. In use, linking panel 46’ becomes linking element
28’, linking panel 47’ becomes liking element 29’ and tab
48’ becomes tab 29a’.
[0076] Now, with reference to Figure 14, the method
of folding the cover blank 4’ will now be described.
[0077] First, tabs 61 a’ and 60’ are folded back in such
a way that they both lie flat on outer side panel 51’. These
tabs are preferably fixed to panel 51’.
[0078] Then, the bottom half of the blank 4’ is folded
inwardly such that tabs 56’ are laid upon outer top and
bottom panels 57’. Then, inner top panels 58’ are folded
over outer top panels 57’. In this way, edge 55a’ is flush
with edges 56a’, 57a’ and 58d’; edge 53a’ is flush with
edges 57d’ and 58a’; edge 52a’ is flush with 49a’, 57c’
and 58b’; edge 50a’ is flush with edge 51a’ and edge 59a’
is flush with edge 57b’ and 58c’.
[0079] In a pack in accordance with the present inven-
tion, the grain of the cardboard or other material used to
make the cover blank runs in the longitudinal direction of
the blank 4’.
[0080] Once the cover blank 4’ and inner pack blank
3’ are folded into their respective three-dimensional
shapes, they are assembled into pack 10’. In order to do
this, panel 48’ of the cover blank 7’ is fixed to bevel panel
37’ located on the right hand side of rear panel 31’, as
shown in Figure 13. Also, back panel 43’ is fixed to rear
panel 31’ and tab 64’ is fixed to bevel panel 37’ located
on the left hand side of rear panel 31’, which bevel panel
37’ comprises bevelled edge 16’.
[0081] Another feature of the second embodiment of
the present invention is the presence of a locking mech-
anism which uses flap F, as well as a corresponding flap
on the inner side of the cover 2’ in order to bias the pack
in a closed position.
[0082] Finally, a further feature of either the first or the
second embodiment of the present invention is the pres-
ence of an anti-tampering tab T which, as can be seen
from Figure 11, covers aperture A2’ of the first and the
second embodiment, respectively.

Claims

1. A hinge-cover cigarette pack comprising:

an inner box having a top face, a bottom face
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and a plurality of longitudinal faces connecting
the top face to the bottom face, one of the lon-
gitudinal faces being a front face;
a cover arranged to cover the entire surface of
the front face when the pack is in a closed po-
sition, the cover being hingedly attached to a
first longitudinal side face of the inner box; and
a linking element for attaching the cover to a
second longitudinal side face of the inner box,
the hinge-cover pack being characterised by:

the linking element is arranged to bias the
relative position of the inner box to the cover
in a first configuration, which first configu-
ration is approximately half-way between a
fully open configuration and a fully closed
configuration.

2. The hinge-cover cigarette pack of claim 1, wherein:

the inner box is an octagonal parallelepiped hav-
ing a top face, a bottom face, a front face, a rear
face, two side face and four bevel faces; and
the cover being fixed to both the rear face of the
inner box and, via the linking element, to one of
the bevel faces of the inner box.

3. The hinge-cover cigarette pack of any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein:

the cover, when closed, is essentially of the
shape of an octagonal parallelepiped having a
top wall, a bottom wall, a front wall, a rear wall,
two side walls and three bevel walls;
the rear wall of the cover being arrange to be
fixed to the rear face of the inner box.

4. The hinge-cover cigarette pack of any of the preced-
ing claims, wherein the cover and the inner box are
arranged such that, in a closed position:

the front wall of the cover is superimposed on
the front face of the inner box;
the top wall of the cover covers the top face of
the inner box;
the bottom wall of the cover covers the bottom
face of the inner box; and
the side walls of the cover cover the side faces
of the inner box.

5. The hinge-cover cigarette pack of any of the preced-
ing claims further comprising:

biasing means for biasing the pack in the closed
position.

6. The hinge-cover cigarette pack of any of the preced-
ing claims, further comprising:

a tab fixed to one of the four bevel faces such
that it is operable as a handle to facilitate the
opening of the pack by a user.

7. A blank for producing the inner box of any of the
preceding claims, the blank being characterised
by:

a rear panel disposed between a first front panel
and a second front panel, the first front panel
being arranged to be fixed under the second
front panel when the blank is folded into the inner
box.

8. The blank of claim 6, wherein the first front panel is
provided with a first aperture for accessing the inte-
rior of the inner box and the second front panel is
provided with a second aperture for accessing the
interior of the box, the first aperture having smaller
dimensions than the second aperture.

9. The blank of claim 7, wherein the second aperture
is covered by a removable panel made of the same
material as the inner box.

10. A blank for producing the cover of any of claims 1 to
6, the blank being characterised by:

a first top wall panel and a second top wall panel
arranged to be folded and fixed upon one an-
other;
a first bottom wall panel and a second bottom
wall panel arranged to be folded and fixed upon
one another;
a first front wall panel and a second front wall
panel being arranged to be folded on top of each
other in order to form the front wall of the cover;
a rear panel suitable to be attached to the rear
face of the inner box; and
a linking element attached to the second front
wall and being suitable to attach the front wall
to the inner box and further being arranged to
bias the relative position of the inner box to the
cover in a first configuration, which first config-
uration is approximately half-way between a ful-
ly open configuration and a fully closed config-
uration.
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