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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates to a transmission control method.
[0002] The present application claims priorities on Japanese Patent Application No. 2005-253194 filed in Japan on
September 1,2005 and Japanese Patent Application No. 2005-367860 filed in Japan on December 21, 2005.

BACKGROUND ART

[0003] DAMMANN A ET EL: "Transmit/Receive-Antenna Diversity Techniques for OFDM Systems", EUROPEAN
TRANSACTIONS ON TELECOMMUNICATIONS, WILEY & SONS, CHICHESTER, GB, vol. 13, no. 5. 1 September
2001 pages 531-538 discloses different antenna diversity concepts, which can be easily applied to OFDM systems.
[0004] Recently, there are provided methods, mainly adapted to multicarrier transmission systems, in which a plurality
of blocks are divided along frequency and time axes and which perform scheduling on signals transmitted to users from
wireless transmission devices in units of blocks. Herein, regions that are secured for users to perform communications
and that are defined along the frequency and time axes are referred to as assignment slots, and blocks serving as the
basis for determining assignment slots are referred to as chunks.
[0005] In the above, there are provided methods that, in order to transmit broadcast signals, multicast, signals, and
control signals, blocks whose ranges are broadened in the frequency axis direction are assigned so as to produce
frequency diversity effects, thus reducing errors irrespective of low reception power. In addition, there are provided
methods that, in order to transmit unicast signals in one-to-one communications between wireless transmission devices
and wireless reception devices, blocks whose ranges are reduced in the frequency axis direction are assigned so as to
produce multiuser diversity effects, thus improving reception power in wireless reception devices.
[0006] FIGS. 16A and 16B show the relationships regarding signals transmitted from a wireless transmission device
to a wireless reception device with respect to time (horizontal axis) and frequency (vertical axis). In FIG, 16A, the
horizontal axis represents time, and the vertical axis represents frequency. Transmission times t1 to t3 are set to the
time axis. Herein, the same time length is set to the times t1 to t3 respectively. Transmission frequencies f1 to f5 are set
to the frequency axis, Herein, a same frequency range Fc is set to the frequencies f1 to f5. With reference to the transmission
times t1 to t3 and the transmission frequencies f1 to f5, fifteen chunks K1 to K15 are set as shown in FIG. 16A.
[0007] Furthermore, five chunks K1 to K5 are connected as shown in FIG. 16B and are then equally divided into six
slots along the time axis, thus setting communication slots s1 to s6 each of which has a time length of t1/6 and a frequency
range of 5f1. The communication slots s1 and s4 are assigned to a first user; the communication slots s2 and s5 are
assigned to a second user; and the communication slots s3 and s6 are assigned to a third user. This makes it possible
for the first to third users to obtain frequency diversity effects.
[0008] Next, the chunk K10 is assigned to a fourth user as a communication slot s11. The chunks K7, K8, and K9 are
connected so as to form communication slots S8 to S10, each of which has a time length of t2 and a frequency range of
3f1 and which are assigned to a fifth user. Furthermore, the chunk K6 is assigned to a sixth user as a communication
slot S7. This makes it possible for the fourth to sixth users to obtain multiuser diversity effects, and this makes it possible
for the fifth user to obtain a frequency diversity effect.
[0009] Furthermore, the chunk K11 is assigned to a seventh user as a communication slot s12. This makes it possible
for this user to obtain a multiuser diversity effect. Furthermore, the chunks K13 and K15 are assigned to an eighth user
as communication slots s19 and s26. This makes it possible for this user to obtain a multiuser diversity effect.
Furthermore, the two chunks K12 and K14 are equally divided into six slots, thus forming slots s13 to s18 and s20 to s25.
The communication slots s13, s16 , s20, and s23 are assigned to a ninth user; the communication slots s14, s17, s21, and
s24 are assigned to a tenth user; and the communication slots s15, s18, s22, and s25 are assigned to an eleventh user.
This makes it possible for the ninth to eleventh users to obtain frequency diversity ejects individually.
Non-patent document 1: Contribution to 3GPP, R1-0502149, "Downlink Multiple Access Scheme for Evolved UTRA",
[Retrieval on August 17, 2005], Internet (URL: ftp:/ftp.3gpp.org/TSG_RAN/WG1_RL1/TSGR1_40bis/
Docs/R1-050249.zip) Non-patent document 2: Contribution to 3GPP, R1-050590, "Physical Channels and Multiplexing
in Evolved UTRA Downlink", [Retrieval on August 17, 2005], Internet (URL: ftp://ftp.3gpp.org/TSG_
RAN/WG1_RL1/R1_Ad_Hocs/LTE_AH_June-05/Docs /R1-050590.zip)

DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION

PROBLEMS TO BE SOLVED BY THE INVENTION

[0010] In order to obtain frequency diversity effects in the aforementioned conventionally-known methods, it is nec-
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essary to increase spread coefficients or to reduce coding coefficients in error correcting coding in response to frequency
variations of transfer functions in propagation paths.
[0011] FIGS. 17A and 17B and FIGS. 18A and 18B are graphs showing delay profiles and transfer functions with
regard to signals that are propagated through plural propagation paths having different delay times so as to reach wireless
reception devices.
[0012] FIGS. 17A and 18A show delay profiles showing transmission signals, which are propagated through plural
propagation paths so as to reach a wireless reception device, with respect to time (horizontal axis) and power (vertical
axis). FIGS. 17B and 18B show transfer functions for performing frequency conversion on delay profiles with respect to
frequency (horizontal axis) and power (vertical axis).
[0013] FIG. 17A shows the appearance of six delay waveforms w11 to w16, and FIG. 18A shows the appearance of
three delay waveforms w21 to w23. They differ from each other with respect to maximum delay times t1 and t2.
[0014] When the maximum delay time t1 is long as shown in FIGS. 17A and 17B, i.e., when relatively rapid frequency
variations (rapid power variations in the frequency direction) occur in the transfer function, it is expected to produce an
adequate frequency diversity effect irrespective of a small spread coefficient and a high coding coefficient in error
correcting coding. However, when the maximum delay time t2 is small as shown in FIGS. 18A and 18B, i.e., when
relatively moderate frequency variations occur in the transfer function, it is not expected to produce an adequate frequency
diversity effect when the spread coefficient is small and the coding coefficient in error correcting coding is high; hence,
it is necessary to increase the spread coefficient and to reduce the coding coefficient in error correcting coding.
[0015] D1 and D2 in FIG. 17B and FIG. 18B show signals, i.e., data. That is, in FIG. 17B, a spread ratio of the spectrum
spreading technology is set to "4" with respect to data D1 and D2, thus assigning four sub-carriers a11 to a14 to the data
D1. Similarly, four sub-carriers a15 to a18 are assigned to the data D2. In this case, the transfer function has rapid
frequency variations; hence, reception power of the sub-carrier a13 regarding the data D1 remarkably decreases, so
that reception power of the sub-carrier a16 regarding the data D2 remarkably decreases as well. Therefore, no reception
failure occurs with respect to the data D1 and D2.
[0016] In FIG. 18B, the spread ratio is set to "8" so as to assign eight sub-carriers a21 a28 to the data D1. In this case,
the transfer function has slow frequency variations so that the reception power of the sub-carrier a24 remarkably de-
creases, and the reception power of the sub-carriers a23 and a25 slightly decreases, whereas the data spreading ratio
is increased compared with the case of FIG. 17B so that no reception failure occurs with respect to the data D1. The
aforementioned values of the spread ratios are described for the sake of convenience and are not necessarily limited.

MEANS FOR SOLVING THE PROBLEM

[0017] According to a first aspect of the present invention, there is provided a transmission control method according
to claim 1.
[0018] Preferable features according to the first aspect are set out in claims 2 to 8.
[0019] According to a second aspect of the present invention, there is provided a transmission apparatus according
to claim 9.
[0020] Preferable features according to the second aspect are set out in claims 10 and 11.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0021]

FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration showing that signals transmitted by a wireless transmission device according to a
first embodiment of the present invention are propagated through plural propagation paths so as to reach a wireless
reception device.
FIG. 2A is a graph showing a delay profile applied to signals that are propagated through plural propagation paths
having different delay times so as to reach a wireless reception device.
FIG. 2B is a graph showing a transfer function that is produced by performing frequency conversion on the delay
profile shown in FIG 2A.
FIG. 3A is a graph showing another delay profile applied to signals that are propagated through plural propagation
paths having different delay times so as to reach a wireless reception device.
FIG. 3B is a graph showing a transfer function of the wireless reception device, which is produced by performing
frequency conversion on the delay profile shown in FIG. 3A.
FIG. 3C is a graph showing a transfer function of another wireless reception device located at a different position,
which is produced by performing frequency conversion on the delay profile shown in FIG. 3A.
FIG. 4A is a graph showing a maximum delay time (n-1)T in a delay profile.
FIG. 4B is a graph showing the relationship between the maximum delay time (n-1)T shown in FIG. 4A and frequency
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variations.
FIG. 5A is a graph showing another maximum delay time (n-1)T in a delay profile.
FIG. 5B is a graph showing the relationship between the maximum delay time (n-1)T shown in FIG. 5A and frequency
variations.
FIG. 6A is an illustration showing a wireless transmission/reception system, in which the same signal not having a
delay time is transmitted via plural antennas of a wireless transmission device.
FIG. 6B is a graph showing an example of a reception signal in the system shown in FIG. 6A.
FIG. 6C is a graph showing another example of a reception signal in the system shown in FIG. 6A.
FIG. 7A is an illustration showing a wireless transmission/reception system, in which the same signal is applied with
different delay times and is then transmitted via plural transmission antennas of a wireless transmission device.
FIG. 7B is a graph showing an example of a reception signal in the system shown in FIG. 7A.
FIG. 7C is a graph showing another example of a reception signal in the system shown in FIG 7A.
FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a physical layer of a wireless transmission device according
to a second embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 9A shows an example of a signal that is produced by applying a circulating delay to a transmission signal in
accordance with a third embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 9B shows another example of a signal that is produced by applying a circulating delay to a transmission signal
in accordance with the third embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a physical layer of a wireless transmission device according
to the third embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 11 is an illustration for explaining operation of a circulating delay imparting section 119-1 in the third embodiment
of the present invention.
FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a physical layer of a wireless transmission device according
to a fourth embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 13 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a physical layer or a wireless transmission device according
to a fifth embodiment of the present invention.
FIG. 14 is a table showing the relationship between the maximum delay time (n-1)T between transmission antennas
and a frequency bandwidth Fc of a chunk with respect to each physical channel.
FIG. 15 is a table showing another relationship between the maximum delay time (n-1)T between transmission
antennas and the frequency bandwidth Fc of a chunk with respect to each physical channel.
FIG. 16A is a graph showing the relationship between signals, which are transmitted from a wireless transmission
device to a wireless reception device, with respect to time (horizontal axis) and frequency (vertical axis).
FIG. 16B is a graph showing communication slots that are assigned to a time-frequency space shown in FIG. 16A.
FIG. 17A is a graph showing a delay profile adapted to signals that are propagated through plural propagation paths
having different delay times so as to reach a wireless reception device.
FIG. 17B is a graph showing a transfer function that is produced by performing frequency conversion on the delay
profile shown in FIG. 17A.
FIG. 18A is a graph showing a delay profile adapted to signals that are propagated through propagation paths having
different delay times so as to reach a wireless reception device.
FIG. 18B is a graph showing a transfer function that is produced by performing frequency conversion on the delay
profile shown in FIG. 18A.

DESCRIPTION OF THE REFERENCE NUMERALS

[0022]

1 wireless transmission device

2-4 transmission antenna

5,6 delay

7, 8, 9, 10 wireless reception device

11a, 11b, 111a, 111b, 211a, 211b user-dependent signal processor

12-1, 12-2, 12-3, 112-1 to 112-3, 212-1 to 212-3, 312-1 to 312-3 antenna-dependent signal processor
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13 error correcting coding section

14 modulator

15, 215 sub-carrier assignment section

16 IFFT section

17 parallel-series converter

18 GI imparting section

19-1 to 19-3 delay imparting section

119-1 to 119-3 circulating delay imparting section

20 mixer

21 filter

22 D/A converter

110 memory

219 phase rotation section

220 delay imparting section

310 weight calculation section

319 weighted multiplication section

320 delay imparting and directivity control section

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION

(First Embodiment)

[0023] FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration showing that signals transmitted from a wireless transmission device 1 are
propagated through plural propagation paths so as to reach a wireless reception device 7. The wireless transmission
device I has plural transmission antennas 2 to 4, which are respectively applied with different delay times 0, T, and 2T
and from which signals are transmitted. The wireless reception device 7 receives signals transmitted from the wireless
transmission device 1. FIG. 1 shows an example in which the wireless transmission device 1 is equipped with three
transmission antennas 2 to 4.
[0024] Suppose that plural transmission antennas are transmission antennas installed in a wireless transmission
device facilitated in a base station for cellular phones, wherein three types of transmission antennas are provided with
respect to different sectors of the same base station and with respect to different base stations. The following description
is given with respect to the situation in which they belong to the same sector, for example, but it is possible to employ
another constitution. That is, n transmission antennas belong to different sectors, or n transmission antennas belong to
different base stations.
In the figure, delays 5 and 6 apply a delay time T, by which, as described above, the delay time T is applied to the
transmission antenna 3, and the delay time 2T is applied to the transmission antenna 4.
[0025] FIGS. 2A and 2B show a delay profile and a transfer function with respect to signals, which are propagated
through plural (three) propagation paths having different delay times so as to reach a wireless reception device. FIG.
2A shows the delay profile showing that transmission signals are propagated through plural propagation paths having
different delay times so as to reach the wireless reception device with respect to time (horizontal axis) and power (vertical
axis). As shown in FIG. 2A, the delay profile instantaneously has a maximum delay waveform of 2T+dmax; hence,
compared with the constitution in which the same signal is transmitted via each transmission antenna, the maximum
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delay waveform becomes very large. Herein, dmax represents an arrival time difference between a fast propagation path
and a slow propagation path when radio waves arrive at a reception antenna from a transmission antenna.
[0026] FIG. 2B shows a transfer function that is produced by performing frequency conversion on the delay profile of
FIG. 2A with respect to frequency (horizontal axis) and power (vertical axis). In the delay profile, the increasing maximum
delay time 2T+dmax indicates rapid frequency variations of the transfer function. Therefore, as shown in FIG. 2B (similar
to FIG. 17B), data D1 and D2 are spread with a spread ratio "4" and are assigned with sub-carriers. It is preferable that
the spread coefficient or the coding coefficient of error correcting coding be controlled in response to frequency variations
of the transfer function in the wireless transmission device 1, wherein the aforementioned method states that the delay
time 2T is acknowledged in advance by the wireless transmission device 1; hence, it is possible to determine the spread
coefficient or the coding coefficient of error correcting coding irrespective of frequency variations of propagation paths.
[0027] In order to produce multiuser diversity effects, it is preferable that the maximum delay time 2T+dmax, which
appears instantaneously in the delay profile, be not increased so much. Multiuser diversity effects will be described with
reference to FIGS. 3A to 3C.
[0028] FIGS. 3A to 3C show a delay profile and transfer functions with respect to signals that are propagated through
plural propagation paths having different delay times so as to reach a wireless reception device. FIG. 3A shows the
delay profile adapted so transmission signals that are propagated through plural (three) propagation paths having different
delay times so as to reach the wireless reception device with respect to time (horizontal axis) and power (vertical axis).
[0029] FIG. 3B shows a transfer function with regard to a wireless reception device used by a user u1. FIG. 3C shows
a transfer function with regard to a wireless reception device used by a user u2. Since the wireless reception devices
of the users u1 and u2 differ from each other in location, the instantaneous transfer functions thereof differ from each other.
[0030] Suppose that a left region is connected to a frequency channel b1 and a right channel is connected to a frequency
channel b2 in FIGS. 3B and 3C, the user u1 enjoys a good quality in the frequency channel b2, while the user u2 enjoys
a good quality in the frequency channel b1. Therefore, data D1 to D4 are transmitted to the user u1 over the frequency
channel b2. Data D1 to D4 are subjected to spectrum spreading. Data D1 to D4 are transmitted to the user u2 over the
frequency channel b1. In this case, data D1 to D4 are subjected to spectrum spreading.
[0031] As described above, by use of a quality difference between frequency channels at a certain instant, it is possible
to produce multiuser diversity effects for improving transmission efficiency with respect to different users who perform
communications using different frequency channels.
However, when the maximum delay time 2T+dmax is increased so much, rapid frequency variations occur in the transfer
function, thus reducing quality difference between the frequency channel b1 and the frequency channel b2.
Therefore, in order to produce adequate multiuser diversity effect, it is important to reduce the maximum delay time
2T+dmax as shown in FIG. 3A.
[0032] FIGS. 4A and 4B and FIGS. 5A and 5B show the relationships between the maximum delay time (n-1)T and
frequency variations. When an arrival time difference (n-1)T appears between arrival waves w31 and w32 as shown in
FIG. 4A, a transfer function of this propagation path is shown in FIG. 4B. That is, a frequency difference between
amplitude drops of power (vertical axis) is defined as F=1/(n-1)T.
[0033] When plural delay waves w41 to w43 appear as shown in FIG. 5A, an arrival time difference (n-1)T appears
between the first arrival wave w41 and the last arrival wave w43, so that a frequency difference between amplitude drops
of power (vertical axis) is defined as F=1/(n-1)T as shown in FIG. 5B.
[0034] In this connection, the frequency diversity effect differs from the multiuser diversity effect in terms of frequency
variations of appropriate transfer functions thereof; hence, in order to produce the frequency diversity effect, the maximum
delay time (n-1)T is set as (n-1)T>1/Fc where Fc denotes a frequency bandwidth of a chunk, which is a basic region
secured by the user to perform communication and defined with respect to the frequency axis and time axis, thus creating
an environment, easily producing the frequency diversity effect.
[0035] In contrast, in order to produce the multiuser diversity effect, the maximum delay time (n-1)T is set as (n-1)
T<1/Fc, where Fc denotes a frequency bandwidth of a chunk, thus creating an environment easily producing the multiuser
diversity effect. In the following description, an inequality of (n-1)T<1/Fc encompasses (n-1)T=0. In the following descrip-
tion, delay times applied to transmission antennas are each represented as (n-1) multiples ofT where T is assumed to
be constant, whereas it is possible to change T with respect to each of transmission antennas. In order to produce the
multiuser diversity effect, it is possible to reduce the maximum delay time by reducing the number of transmission
antennas used for transmission instead of setting the inequality of (n-1)T<1Fc.
As described above, in response to a determination as to whether transmission signals are subjected to the frequency
diversity transmission or the multiuser diversity transmission (i.e., (n-1)T>1/Fc or (1-n)T<1/Fc), it is possible to produce
the frequency diversity effect or the multiuser diversity effects without being affected by conditions of propagation paths.
[0036] As shown in FIG. 16A, with respect to the first user who performs communication by way of the communication
slot s1 that is produced by connecting plural consecutive chunks in the frequency direction and the user who is assigned
with discontinuous chunks such as the ninth user who is assigned with the communication slots s13, s16, s20, and s23,
the bandwidth BW (i.e., BW=5F for the first user, and BW=3F for the ninth user) of a communication slot instantaneously
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assigned to the user defines the basis for the realization of the frequency diversity effect,; hence, by setting the maximum
delay time as (n-1)T>1/BW, it is possible to produce the frequency diversity effect.
For example, the delay time T is set such that the maximum delay time (n-1)T between transmission antennas falls
within a range of (n-1)T>1/BW when a communication signal indicates the frequency diversity effect, while the delay
time T is set such that the maximum delay time (n-1)T between transmission antennas falls within a range of (n-1)T<1/Fc.
Although no illustration is provided, when a sub-carrier partially included in plural chunks is assigned to a certain user,
the bandwidth BW of a communication slot assigned to the user represents a frequency difference between the sub-
carriers, which deviate from each other at most within the sub-carriers instantaneously assigned to the user.
The determination as to whether signals are subjected to the frequency diversity transmission or the multiuser diversity
transmission can be changed over based on types of transmission signals (e.g., pilot signals, control signals, broadcast/
multicast signals, and the like), moving speeds of wireless reception devices (where the frequency diversity is selected
in case of a high moving speed, and the multiuser diversity is selected in case of a low moving speed), and the like.
[0037] FIGS. 6A to 6C are explanatory drawings for the situation in which the same signal having no delay time is
transmitted via plural antennas of a wireless transmission device 8. Suppose that, as shown in FIG. 6A, the wireless
transmission device 8 is equipped with plural (three) transmission antennas, which are arranged in parallel and which
have no directivity in the horizontal direction. Due to the occurrence of lobes e11 and e12 indicated by ellipses shown
in FIG. 6A, there is a direction arranging a wireless reception device 9 that receives reception signals with a high reception
level with respect to all frequency bands (see FIG. 6B) and a direction arranging a wireless reception device 10 that
receives reception signals with a low reception level with respect to all frequency bands (see FIG. 6C).
[0038] FIGS. 7A to 7C are explanatory drawings in which the same signal is applied with different delay times respec-
tively and is then transmitted via plural transmission antennas of the wireless transmission device 8. Suppose that the
wireless transmission device 8 is equipped with plural (three) transmission antennas having no directivity, which are
arranged in parallel. Due to the occurrence of lobes e21 to e26 in narrow bands, there occur a frequency band securing
a high reception level and a frequency band securing a low reception level within reception signals, whereas an average
reception level is maintained substantially constant irrespective of directions; hence, it is possible to secure substantially
the same quality with respect to both of the reception level of a wireless reception device 9 (see FIG. 7B) and the
reception level of a wireless reception device 10 (see FIG. 7C). Therefore, the method, in which signals are applied with
different delay times and are then transmitted via transmission antennas of the wireless transmission device 8, com-
pensates for drawbacks of the method, which is described with reference to FIGS. 6A to 6C and in which the same
signal is transmitted via plural transmission antennas.

(Second Embodiment)

[0039] A second embodiment of the present invention will be described with respect to the constitution of a wireless
transmission device. Similar to the wireless transmission device 1 of the first embodiment (see FIG. 1), the wireless
transmission device of the present embodiment has plural transmission antennas.
[0040] The wireless transmission device described below is a wireless transmission device in which different delay
times are applied to transmission antennas for transmitting signals, wherein delay times are imparted in a time region.
[0041] Signals applied with different delay times in connection with transmission antennas are described in the present
embodiment in such a way that a signals, which is delayed by T with respect to a transmission signal actually transmitted
from a first transmission antenna, is transmitted via a second transmission antenna, and similarly, a n-th transmission
antenna transmits a signal delayed by (n-1)T.
[0042] FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a physical layer of the wireless transmission device of
the present embodiment. The physical layer represents a portion of the configuration of the wireless transmission device,
in particular, which receives transmission signals, which performs signal processing into a wireless-transmittable form,
and which forwards signals to a wireless frequency converter for performing frequency conversion into wireless frequen-
cies.
[0043] As shown in FIG. 8, the physical layer includes user-dependent signal processors 11a and 11b and antenna-
dependent signal processors 12-1, 12-2, and 12-3. The user-dependent signal processor 11a (similar to the user-
dependent signal processor 11b) performs signal processing on signals to be transmitted to a wireless reception device
used by each user. The antenna-dependent signal processor 12-1 (similar to the antenna-dependent signal processors
12-2 and 12-3) performs signal processing with respect to each of transmission antennas.
[0044] The user-dependent signal processor 11a includes an error correcting coding section 13, a modulator 14, a
sub-carrier assignment section 15, an IFFT (Inverse Fast Fourier Transform) section 16, a parallel-series conversion
section 17, a GI (Guard Interval) imparting section 18, and delay imparting sections 19-1, 19-2, and 19-3.
[0045] The error correcting coding section 13 performs error correcting coding on transmission signals. The modulator
14 performs modulation processing such as QPSK (Quadrature Phase Shift Keying) and 16QAM (Quadrature Amplitude
Modulation) on the output of the error correcting coding section 13.
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[0046] The sub-carrier assignment section 15 assigns the output of the modulator 14 to appropriate sub-carriers based
on sub-carrier assignment information indicated by a high-order layer. The IFFT section 16 performs frequency-time
conversion on the output of the sub-carrier assignment section 15.
The parallel-series conversion section 17 performs parallel-series conversion on the output of the IFFT section 16. The
GI imparting section 18 imparts guard intervals to the output of the parallel-series conversion section 17. The delay
imparting section 19-1 imparts different delays to the output of the GI imparting section 18 in connection with transmission
antennas.
[0047] The outputs of the delay imparting sections 19-1 to 19-3 are supplied to the antenna-dependent signal processors
12-1, 12-2, and 12-3 respectively. The delay imparting sections 19-1 to 19-3 provide different delays (e.g., 0, S, and
2S). Herein, S=T/(sample time). The sample time represents a minimum time interval between digital signals, which are
processed in the GI imparting section 18, the delay imparting sections 19-1 to 19-3, and the mixing section 20.
Therefore, imparting a delay of S samples in the delay imparting sections 19-1 to 19-3 indicates that a delay of time T
is imparted at the output terminal of the D/A converter 22. The user-dependent signal processor 11a is used in a certain
chunk; in other words, it is used in either a frequency diversity region or a multiuser diversity region; hence, it receives
a communication signal (frequency div/ multiuser div communication signal) directing the use of either the frequency
diversity region or the multiuser diversity region from the high-order layer controlling the physical layer. The user-de-
pendent signal processor 11a selectively uses either the frequency diversity region or the multiuser diversity region
based on the communication signal, thus functioning to change the delay time T.
The user-dependent signal, processor 11b has a constitution similar to that of the user-dependent signal processor 11a,
but differs from it in terms of the user thereof.
[0048] The antenna-dependent signal processor 12-1 includes the mixing section 20, a filter 21, and a D/A (Digital/
Analog) converter 22.
The mixing section 20 adds together and mixes signals, which are output to the antenna-dependent signal processor
12-1 from the user-dependent signal processors 11a and 11b. The filter 21 extracts signals of a prescribed band only
from the output of the mixing section 20. The D/A converter 22 performs digital-to-analog conversion on the output of
the filter 21.
Both the antenna-dependent signal processors 12-2 and 12-3 have the constitution similar to that of the antenna-
dependent signal processor 12-1. The output of the antenna-dependent signal processor 12-1 is forwarded to a wireless
frequency converter (not shown) for performing frequency conversion into wireless frequencies, from which it is supplied
to plural (three) transmission antennas, thus transmitting wireless signals.

(Third Embodiment)

[0049] A third embodiment of the present invention will be described with respect to another constitution of a wireless
transmission device. The wireless transmission device of the present embodiment is a wireless transmission device that
applies different delay times to transmission antennas so as to transmit signals, wherein delay times are applied with
respect to a time region.
[0050] The wireless transmission device handles signals, which are applied with guard intervals with respect to symbols
(valid symbol intervals) of transmission signals. Signals applied with different delay times with respect to transmission
antennas are focused on prescribed portions (valid symbol intervals) of transmission signals, which are actually trans-
mitted via a first transmission antenna except for guard intervals; hence, only the valid symbol intervals are delayed by
T and are then transmitted via a second transmission antenna; similarly, only the valid symbol intervals are delayed by
(n-1)T and are then transmitted via a n-th transmission antenna.
[0051] Therefore, transmission antennas transmit signals, which are applied with guard intervals in correspondence
with valid symbol intervals; hence, unlike the second embodiment, no time deviation occurs at the symbol timing at the
transmission antennas. A delay time imparting method described above is referred to as "circulating delay impacting"
in the following description. By way of the processing for imparting circulating delay, securing delay waves is advantageous
in comparison with the second embodiment which describes that delay times are applied to transmission antennas.
[0052] FIGS. 9A and 9B show examples of signals that are produced by imparting circulating delays to transmission
signals in the present embodiment. FIG. 9A shows a signal transmitted via a first antenna, and FIG. 9B shows a signal
transmitted via a second antenna. FIGS. 9A and 9B show that the valid symbol interval corresponds to four samples
and the guard interval corresponds to one sample, wherein with regard to the valid symbol interval, one sample is delayed
in the second antenna compared with the first antenna. No symbol timing deviation occur in units of symbols with respect
to the first antenna and the second antenna; hence, even when a circulating delay is applied thereto, it is acknowledge
that a guard interval effect for intensifying against interferences with adjacent symbols is maintained.
[0053] FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing the configuration of the physical layer of the wireless transmission device
according to the present embodiment. As shown in the figure, the physical layer includes user-dependent signal proc-
essors 111a and 111b and antenna-dependent signal processors 112-1, 112-2, and 112-3.
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[0054] The user-dependent signal processor 111a (similar to the user-dependent signal processor 111b) performs
signal processing in connection with a wireless transmission device used by each user. The antenna-dependent signal
processor 112-1 (similar to the antenna-dependent signal processors 112-2 and 112-3) performs signal processing with
regard to a prescribed transmission antenna.
[0055] The constitution of the user-dependent signal processor 111a is substantially identical to the constitution of the
user-dependent signal processor 11a (FIG. 8) described in the second embodiment, whereas a difference therebetween
lies in that the GI imparting section 18 is not provided, and circulating delay imparting sections 119-1 to 119-3 are
provided instead of the delay imparting section 19-1 to 19-3.
[0056] The user-dependent signal processor 111a shares the same functions as the error correcting coding section
13, the modulator 14, the sub-carrier assignment section 15, the IFFT section 16, and the parallel-series conversion
section 17 incorporated in the second embodiment (see FIG. 8); hence, they are designated by the same reference
numeral, and the description thereof will be omitted.
[0057] The circulating delay imparting section 119-1 imparts different circulating delays to the output of the parallel-
series conversion section 17 in connection with transmission antennas. The outputs of the circulating delay imparting
sections 119-1 to 119-3 are supplied to the antenna-dependent signal processors 112-1, 112-2, and 112-3. In addition,
the circulating delay imparting sections 119-1 to 119-3 provide different delays (e.g., 0, S, and 2S). Herein, S=T/(sample
time).
The user-dependent signal processor 111a is used in a certain chunk. Since it is used in either the frequency diversity
region or the multiuser diversity region, it receives a communication signal directing the use of either the frequency
diversity region or the multiuser diversity region by means of the high-order controlling the physical layer. The user-
dependent signal processor 111a selectively uses either the frequency diversity region or the multiuser diversity region
based on the communication signal, thus functioning to change the delay time T.
The user-dependent signal processor 111b has a similar constitution as the user-dependent signal processor 111a, but
differs from it in terms of the users.
[0058] FIG. 11 is an illustration for explaining the circulating delay imparting section 119-1, which is described as an
example of the present embodiment. The circulating delay imparting section 119-1 is equipped with a memory 110. In
order to impart a circulating delay of k samples, data D11 is sequentially input into address k+1 to address n of the
memory 110 (i.e., 1, 2, 3, ..., (n-k) are input); then, a subsequence of the data D11 is input at address 1 (i.e., (n-k+1),
(n-k+2), (n-k+3), ..., n) are input), thus inputting n samples of the data D11. Next, by sequentially outputting from address
1 of the memory 110, it is possible to output data D12, which is produced by imparting a circulating delay of k samples
to the n samples of the data D11, (i.e., (n-k+1), (n-k+2), (n-k+3), ..., n, 1, 2, ..., (n-k)).
[0059] FIG. 9A shows an example of the signal, which is produced by imparting a circulating delay of zero sample to
data of four samples, and FIG. 9B shows an example of the signal, which is produced by imparting a circulating delay
of one sample.
[0060] The constitution of the antenna-dependent signal processor 112-1 (FIG. 10) is substantially identical to the
constitution of the antenna-dependent signal processor 12-1 (FIG. 8) described in the second embodiment, wherein a
difference therebetween lies in that the GI imparting section 18 is provided therefor.
Functions of the mixing section 20, the GI imparting section 18, the filter 21. and the D/A converter 22 included in the
antenna-dependent signal processor 112-1 are identical to those incorporated in the second embodiment (FIG. 8);
hence, they are designated by the same reference numerals, and the description thereof will be omitted.
Both the antenna-dependent signal processor 112-2 and 112-3 have a constitution similar to that of the antenna-de-
pendent signal processor 112-1. The outputs of the antenna-dependent signal processors 112-1, 112-2, and 112-3 are
supplied to a wireless frequency converter (not shown) for performing frequency conversion into wireless frequencies,
from which they are supplied to plural (three) transmission antennas, thus transmitting wireless signals.

(Fourth Embodiment)

[0061] A fourth embodiment of the present invention will be described with reference to the constitution of another
wireless transmission device. The wireless transmission device of the present embodiment is a wireless transmission
device in \which different delay times are applied to transmission antennas so as to transmit signals, wherein delay times
are applied with respect to a frequency region.
[0062] The present embodiment deals with signals that are applied with guard intervals with respect to symbols (valid
symbol intervals) of transmission signals, wherein similar to the wireless transmission device of the third embodiment
(FIG. 10), circulating delays are imparted thereto.
[0063] FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing the configuration of the physical layer of the wireless transmission device
of the present embodiment. As shown in the figure, the physical layer includes user-dependent signal processors 211a
and 211b, a sub-carrier assignment section 215, and antenna-dependent signal processors 212-1, 212-2, and 212-3.
[0064] The user-dependent signal processor 211 a (similar to the user-dependent signal processor 211b) performs
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signal processing with respect to a wireless transmission device used by each user. The sub-carrier assignment section
215 assigns the output of the user-dependent signal processor 211a to each sub-carrier. The antenna-dependent signal
processor 212-1 (similar to the antenna-dependent signal processors 212-2 and 212-3) performs signal processing witch
respect to a prescribed antenna.
[0065] Each of the user-dependent signal processors 211a and 211b includes an error correcting coding section 13
and a modulator 14. Functions of the error correcting coding section 13 and the modulator 14 are substantially identical
to those described in the second embodiment (FIG. 8); hence, they are designated by the same reference numeral, and
the description thereof will be omitted.
The outputs of the user-dependent signal processors 211a and 211b are assigned with appropriate sub-carriers in the
sub-carrier assignment sections 215 based on sub-carrier assignment information indicated by the high-order layer;
then, they are supplied to the antenna-dependent signal processors 212-1, 212-2, and 212-3.
[0066] The antenna-dependent signal processor 212-1 includes a phase rotation section 219, an IFFT section 16, a
parallel-series conversion section 17, a GI imparting section 18, a filter 21, and a D/A converter 22. The functions of the
IFFT section 16, the parallel-series conversion section 17, the GI imparting section 18, the filter 21, and the D/A converter
22 are identical to those of the second embodiment (FIG. 8); hence, they are designated by the same reference numerals,
and the description thereof will be omitted.
[0067] The phase rotation section 219 rotates the output of the sub-carrier assignment section 225 in phase by θm
with respect to each sub-carrier and then outputs it to the IFFT section 16. Both the antenna-dependent signal processors
212-2 and 212-3 have a constitution similar to the constitution of the antenna-dependent signal processor 212-1.
[0068] The outputs of the antenna-dependent signal processors 212-1, 212-2, and 212-3 are supplied to a wireless
frequency converter (not shown) for performing frequency conversion into wireless Frequencies, from which they are
supplied to plural transmission antennas, thus outputting wireless signals.
In the present embodiment, the rotation of the phase θm in the phase rotation section 219 is set to θm=2πfm·(n-1)T.
Herein, fm denotes a frequency difference between 0-th sub-carrier and m-th sub-carrier, wherein it is defined as fm=m/Ts,
so that (n-1)T represents a circulating delay time at n-th antenna in connection with a first antenna. Ts represents a valid
symbol time for an OFDM symbol.
[0069] A delay imparting section 220 is constituted by the phase rotation section 219 and the IFFT section 16. The
phase rotation applied by the phase rotation section 219 is subjected to frequency-time conversion in the IFFT section
16, so that it is regarded as a time delay at the output of the IFFT section 16.
The user-dependent signal processor 211a is used in a certain chunk, which is is used in either the frequency diversity
region or the multiuser diversity region, wherein it receives a communication signal indicating whether to use the frequency
diversity region or the multiuser diversity region from the high-order layer controlling the physical layer. Based on the
communication signal, the user-dependent signal processor 211a selectively uses the frequency diversity region or the
multiuser diversity region, thus functioning to change the delay time T.
[0070] The wireless transmission devices according to the second to fourth embodiments are each equipped with a
delay imparting section for delaying transmission signals supplied to n (n is an integer of two or more) transmission
antennas by the maximum delay time (n-1)T in accordance with the delay time T suited to a communication signal
indicating whether transmission signals are subjected to the frequency diversity transmission or the multiuser diversity
transmission.
Thus, by appropriately setting the delay time T based on the determination as to whether transmission signals are
subjected to the frequency diversity transmission or the multiuser diversity transmission, it is possible to produce the
frequency diversity effect and the multiuser diversity effect without being affected by conditions of propagation paths.

(Fifth Embodiment)

[0071] A fifth embodiment of the present invention will be described with respect to the constitution of another wireless
transmission device. The wireless transmission device of the present embodiment is a wireless transmission device that
applies different delay times to signals, which are then transmitted via transmission antennas, in the frequency diversity
region while applying appropriate weights to transmission antennas so as to perform directivity control in the multiuser
diversity region, wherein delay times are applied and directivity control is performed in the frequency region.
[0072] The present embodiment deals with signals that are produced by imparting guard intervals to transmission
signals with respect to symbols (valid symbol intervals), wherein, similar to the third and fourth embodiments, it imparts
circulating delays to signals.
[0073] FIG. 13 is a block diagram showing the configuration of a physical layer of the wireless transmission device of
the present embodiment. As shown in the figure, the physical layer includes user-dependent signal processors 211 a
and 211b, a sub-carrier assignment section 215, a weight calculation section 310, and antenna-dependent signal proc-
essors 312-1, 312-2, and 312-3. The constitutions of the user-dependent signal processor 211a and the sub-carrier
assignment section 215 are similar to those of the fourth embodiment (FIG. 12); hence, they are designated by the same
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reference numerals, and the description thereof will be omitted.
[0074]  The antenna-dependent signal processor 312-1 (similar to the antenna-dependent signal processors 312-2
and 312-3) performs signal processing with respect to a prescribed transmission antenna.
[0075] The antenna-dependent signal processor 312-1 includes a weighted multiplication section 319, an IFFT section
16, a parallel-series conversion section 17, a GI imparting section 18, a filter 21, and a D/A converter 22. Functions of
the IFFT section 16, the parallel-series conversion section 17, the GI imparting section 18, the filter section 21, and the
D/A converter 22 are identical to those of the first embodiment; hence, they are designated by the same reference
numerals, and the description thereof will be omitted.
[0076] [ The weighted multiplication section 319 performs weighted multiplication on the output of the sub-carrier
assignment section 215 with respect to sub-carriers, and outputs the results to the IFFT section 16, Both the antenna-
dependent signal processors 312-2 and 312-3 have a constitution similar to that of the antenna-dependent signal proc-
essor 312-1.
The outputs of the antenna-dependent signal processors 312-1, 312-2, and 312-3 are supplied to a wireless frequency
converter (not shown) for performing frequency conversion into wireless frequencies, from which the results are supplied
to transmission antennas, thus outputting wireless signals.
[0077] A specific sub-carrier is used in a certain chunk. That is, it is used in either the frequency diversity region or
the multiuser diversity region. The weighted multiplication section 319 is informed of the determination as to whether to
use either the frequency diversity region or the multiuser diversity region from the high-order layer controlling the physical
layer, based on which phase rotation θm is introduced in order to apply different delay times to antennas in the frequency
diversity region, while multiplication using a weight wm is performed in order to perform directivity control in the multiuser
diversity region.
[0078] A delay imparting and directivity control section 320 is constituted by the weighted multiplication section 319
and the IFFT section 16. When phase rotation is introduced by means of the weighted multiplication section 319, it is
regarded as a time at the output of the IFFT section 16 since the IFT section 16 performs frequency-time conversion.
On the other hand, when the weighted multiplication section performs multiplication using the weights wm, the IFFT
section 16 performs frequency-time conversion so that the output of the IFFT section 16 output from the transmission
antenna is subjected to directivity control,
[0079] When the weighted multiplication section 319 rotates the phase by θm, similar to the fourth embodiment, it sets
θm=2πfm·(n-1)T. Herein, fm denotes a frequency difference between the 0-th sub-carrier and the m-th sub-carrier, wherein
fm=m/Ts; and (n-1)T represent a circulating delay time at an n-th antenna in connection with a first antenna. Ts represents
a valid symbol time for an OFDM symbol.
In order to perform multiplication using the weight wm, the following weight is set up so as to perform directivity control.
Assuming a linear array of n antennas whose distance is a half of a wavelength of a carrier frequency, the weight wm is
calculated in accordance with the following equation (1):
[0080]

[0081] The weight wm represents a vector of a weight used in the weighted multiplication section 319, wherein in the
equation (1), the first to last terms describe the weights used in first to n-th antennas.
In the equation (1) expressing the weight wm, n denotes the number of antennas, wherein in the present embodiment,
n=3; θ denotes a direction in which a main beam is directed, and k denotes a ratio between the frequency used for
transmission and the frequency that is measured based on θ.
With respect to the main beam direction θ, a measured value produced by the wireless transmission device or a terminal
of a counter-communicator is supplied to the weight calculation section 310, in which it is used for calculation of the
weight wm. The equation (1) presents an example of calculation for the weight wm, which can be calculated by way of
another method. The calculation methods regarding θ and wm, are described in "Technical Report RCS2004-229"
(published by the Corporate Institute of Electronic Information and Telecommunication on November, 2004) and the like.
[0082] The delay imparting and directivity control section 320 imparts a delay of the maximum delay time (n=1)T or
less between transmission antennas when the communication signal indicates frequency diversity, while it performs
multiplication to produce the weight wm so as to perform directivity control when the communication signal indicates
multiuser diversity.
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As described in the first embodiment, the delay imparting and directivity control section 320 sets the delay time T such
that the maximum delay time (n-1)T between transmission antennas falls within a range of (n-1)T>1/Fc when the com-
munication signal indicates frequency diversity.
As described in the first embodiment, the delay imparting and directivity control section 320 sets the delays time T such
that the maximum delay time (n-1)T falls within a range of (n-1)T>1/BW when the communication signal indicates
frequency diversity.
[0083] The aforementioned description teaches that the weighted multiplication section 319 of the delay imparting and
directivity control section 320 is instructed by the high-order layer controlling the physical layer to use either the frequency
diversity region or the multiuser diversity region, based on which it applies a phase rotation θm so as to impart different
delay times to antennas in the frequency diversity region, while it performs multiplication to produce the weight wm so
as to perform directivity control in the multiuser diversity region; however, it is possible to use another method for using
both the phase rotation θm and weight wm in the multiuser diversity region in such a way that as described in the fourth
embodiment, the phase rotation θm is imparted with respect to both the frequency diversity region and the multiuser
diversity region before the main beam direction θ is produced, and then the directivity control is performed using the
weight win after the main beam direction θ is produced in the multiuser diversity region. Similar to the fourth embodiment,
the delay time T varies in connection with θm in accordance with the frequency diversity region and the multiuser diversity
region. Thus, in the stage before the main beam direction θ is produced, it is possible to produce the same multiuser
diversity effect as the fourth embodiment, while after the main beam direction θ is produced, it is expected to produce
a higher multiuser diversity effect by strictly performing directivity control using the weight wm. Furthermore, by using
the configuration of the physical layer of the wireless transmission device shown in FIG. 13 rather than the fourth
embodiment, it is possible to realize the improvement of characteristics due to the directivity control by slightly increasing
the circuit constitution.
[0084] As described above, the delay imparting and directivity control section 320 imparts a delay of the maximum
delay time (n-1)T or less between transmission antennas when the communication signal indicates frequency diversity,
while it imparts a delay of the maximum delay time (n-1)T or less between transmission antennas, or it performs multi-
plication to produce the weight wm so as to perform directivity control when the communication signal indicates multiuser
diversity.
[0085] The wireless transmission device performing the aforementioned processing has the constitution shown in FIG.
13, wherein, when the communication signal indicates the multiuser diversity, the delay imparting and directivity control
section imparts a delay of the maximum delay time (n-1)T or less between transmission antennas, or it performs multi-
plication to produce the weight wm so as to perform directivity control.
[0086] As described in the first embodiment, the delay imparting and directivity control section sets the delay time T
such that the maximum delay time (n-1)T between transmission antennas falls within a range of (n-1)T>1/Fc when the
communication signal indicates frequency diversity, while it sets the delay time T such that the maximum delay time
falls within a range of (n-1)T<1/Fc when the communication signal indicates multiuser diversity so that a delay is applied
between transmission antennas.
As described in the first embodiment, the delay imparting and directivity control section sets the delay time T such that
the maximum delay time (n-1)T between transmission antennas falls within a range of (n-1)T>1/BW when the commu-
nication signal indicates the frequency diversity.
[0087] The aforementioned second to fifth embodiments are described with respect to the case in which the number
of users is two and the number of antennas is three, whereas the number of users and the number of antennas are not
necessarily limited to these numbers.
In the aforementioned fourth and fifth embodiments, it is possible to transmit signals, which are subjected to multiplication
using specific scramble codes dependent upon antennas, sectors, and base stations, to transmission antennas.

(Sixth Embodiment)

[0088] The present embodiment will be described with respect to variations of the maximum delay time (n-1)T de-
pendent upon physical channels. The aforementioned first to fifth embodiments are described under the presumption
that one-to-one communication is performed with regard to one certain chunk at certain instant, wherein (n-1)T>1/Fc is
set to produce the frequency diversity effect, while (n-1)T<1/Fc is set to produce the multiuser diversity effect.
[0089] Normally, in communications other than one-to-one communication, a known signal referred to as a pilot channel
is transmitted to a wireless transmission device in order to estimate a propagation path; alternatively, a control channel
is used to inform various types of parameters before data communication. The present embodiment will be described
with respect to a setup method of the maximum delay time (n-1)T in theses physical channels.
[0090] In Evolved UTRA & UTRAN examined in 3GPP (3rd Generation. Partnership Project), there are provided
common pilot channels DCPCH (Downlink Common Pilot Channel), dedicated pilot channels DDPCH (Downlink Dedi-
cated Pilot Channel), downlink synchronization channels DSCH (Downlink Synchronization Channel), common control
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channels DCCCH (Downlink Common Control Channel), downlink shared control signaling channels DSCSCH (Downlink
Shared Control Channel), and multicast/broadcast channels (Multicast/Broadcast Channel).
[0091] Common pilot channels DCPCH correspond to pilot channels CPICH in W-CDMA (Wideband Code Division
Multiple Access), which are used for the estimation of conditions of downlink propagation paths, cell search, and meas-
urement of losses of propagation paths in uplink transmission power control in AMCS (Adaptive Modulation and Coding
Scheme).
Dedicated pilot channels DDPCH are used to perform transmission toward individual mobile stations via transmission
antennas such as adaptive array antennas whose propagation paths (directivities) differ from those of cell shared an-
tennas; alternatively, they can be used for the purpose of reinforcing downlink shared common pilot channels DSPCH
in connection with mobile stations having low reception qualities.
[0092] >
[0093] Downlink synchronization channels DSCH correspond to synchronization channels SCH in W-CDMA, wherein
they are used for cell search of mobile stations, wireless frames of OFDM (Orthogonal Frequency Division Multiplexing)
signals, time slots, transmission timing intervals TTI (Transmission Timing Interval), and OFDM symbol timing synchro-
nization.
[0094] Common control channels DCCCH include common control information such as broadcast information (corre-
sponding to broadcast channels BCH) corresponding to primary common control physical channels P-CCPCH, secondary
common control physical channels S-CCPCH, and paging indicator channels PICH in W-CDMA, packet paging indicator
PI information (corresponding to paging indicator channels PICH) designating occurrence of packet calls, packet paging
information (corresponding to paging channels PCH) corresponding to packet calls, and downlink access information
(corresponding to downlink access channels FACH).
[0095] Downlink shared control signaling channels DSCSCH correspond to HS-DSCH connected shared control chan-
nels HS-SCCH, Downlink dedicated control channels DPCCH, acquisition indicators AICH included in high-speed phys-
ical Downlink shared channels HS-PDSCH in HSPDA (High Speed Downlink Packet Access), wherein they are shared
by plural mobile stations and are used for transmission of the information (modulation methods, spread coding, etc.)
that is necessary for mobile stations to perform demodulation with regard to high-speed downlink shared channels HS-
DSCH, the information that is necessary for error correcting decoding and HARQ processing, and the scheduling infor-
mation of wireless resources (frequency, time).
[0096] >
[0097] Downlink shared data channels DSDCH correspond to high-speed downlink shared channels HS-DSCH and
downlink dedicated data channels DPDCH included in high-speed physical downlink shared channels HS-PDSCH in
HSPDA, wherein they are used for transmission of packet data towards mobile stations from high-order layers.
[0098] Multicast/broadcast channels are used for the broadcasting of information signals.
[0099] The aforementioned physical channels of W-CDMA and HSDPA are described in "Tachikawa Keiji, W-CDMA
Mobile Communication Method, ISBN4-621-04894-5" and the like.
[0100] >
[0101] FIG. 14 and FIG. 15 are tables describing the relationships between the maximum delay time (n-1)T between
transmission antennas and the frequency bandwidth Fc of chunks in connection with physical channels. As shown in
the figures, it is preferable to set (n-1)T<1/Fc irrespective of the frequency diversity region and the multiuser diversity
region with respect to common control pilot channels, common control channels, and dedicated control channels. It is
preferable to set (n-1)T>1/Fc irrespective of the frequency diversity region and the multiuser diversity region with respect
to downlink synchronization channels.
[0102] With respect to dedicated pilot channels, it is preferable to set (n-1)T>1/Fc in the frequency diversity region and
to set (n-1)T<1/Fc in the multiuser diversity region. Suppose that dedicated pilot signals are transmitted via transmission
antennas, wherein the delay imparting section for delaying transmission signals supplied to n transmission antennas by
the maximum delay time (n-1)T or less sets the delay time T such that the maximum delay time (n-1)T falls within a
range of (n-1)T>1/Fc when a communication signal, which indicates whether chunks including dedicated pilot channels
are subjected to the frequency diversity transmission or the multiuser diversity transmission, indicates frequency diversity,
while it sets the delay time T so as to perform directivity control using weights output from the weight calculation section
or to define the maximum delay time (n-1)T as (n-1)T<1/Fe when the communication signal indicates multiuser diversity.
[0103] Multicast/broadcast channels are used in the frequency diversity region only; hence, it is preferable to set (n-
1)T>1/Fc.
[0104] The reasons why the aforementioned setups are performed are that common pilot channels are used for the
notification of signal intensities observed by terminals, hence, it is undesirable that the delay time varies with respect to
chunks, while it is necessary for the wireless transmission device to know signal intensities with respect to chunks in
case of (n-1)T<1/Fc in order to perform multiuser diversity, hence, it is preferable to set (n-1)T<1/Fc in order that the
maximum delay time does not vary with respect to chunks.
Dedicated pilot channels are used for calculations of estimated values of propagation paths used for demodulation of
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data signals. Therefore, it is preferable to perform communication by setting (n-1)T>1/Fc in the frequency diversity region
and by setting (n-1)T<1/Fc in the multiuser diversity region.
[0105] Downlink synchronization channels are used for frame synchronization, wherein the estimation of propagation
paths is not necessary, and it is preferable to secure accurate reception in case of low reception power; hence, it is
preferable to set (n-1)T>1/Fc in order to produce the frequency diversity effect. In particular, there is a possibility that
the same signal is transmitted using the same time and the same frequency via downlink synchronization channels by
way of plural sectors and plural antennas included in a single base station. Therefore, signals are applied with different
delays with respect to antennas and are transmitted by way of plural sectors and plural antennas included in a single
base station via downlink synchronization channels; thus, it is expected to produce a high frequency diversity effect,
which is higher than that of another physical channel.
[0106] It is presumed that common control channels and dedicated control channels use estimated values of propa-
gation paths, which are produced by way of common pilot channels; hence, it is preferable that they be set to the
maximum delay time, which is identical to that of the common pilot channels, and be subjected to transmission.
However, it is preferable to secure accurate reception in common control channels and dedicated control channels in
case of low reception power; hence, it is preferable to produce the frequency diversity effect, wherein, in consideration
of improvement of reception performance of control channels at first, when common control channels, dedicated control
channels, and multicast/broadcast channels are included in the same chunk, it is preferable to perform transmission via
common pilot channels by setting (n-1)T>1/Fc, thus producing the frequency diversity effect in control channels.
[0107] When the same chunk is used for the multiuser diversity, it is necessary to perform notification about signal
intensities emerging in actual transmission suited to the multiuser diversity (communication under (n-1)T<1/Fc); hence,
it is preferable to performs transmission by setting (n-1)T<1/Fc.
For this reason, it is possible to set the relationship between the maximum delay time (n-1)T between transmission
antennas and the frequency bandwidth Fc of the chunk, which is identical to the relationship shown in FIG. 15, with
respect to each physical channel.
In order to produce the frequency diversity effect, it is preferable to perform communication by setting (n-1)T>1/Fc.
[0108] The aforementioned embodiment is described such that the maximum delay time falls within a range of (n-1)
T<1/Fc in the multiuser diversity region, whereas, the wireless transmission device described in the fifth embodiment
can use the weight wm, which is produced by the weight calculation section 310, in the multiuser diversity region.
The aforementioned second to fifth embodiments are each described such that the wireless transmission device having
n transmission antennas transmits signals applied with a prescribed delay time with respect to each of n transmission
antennas; but this constitution is not restrictive. For example, when the wireless transmission device having n transmission
antennas selects using the multiuser diversity, it is possible to transmit signals applied with a prescribed delay time T’
with respect to each of j transmission antennas (where j is an integer, 1≤j<n) within n transmission antennas.
[0109] In the aforementioned constitution compared with the constitution in which signals are transmitted using all the
n transmission antennas, a maximum delay time (j-1)T’ applied to signals transmitted via j transmission antennas de-
creases so as to further reduce variations of propagation paths; hence, it is possible to produce a good multiuser diversity
effect. In case of j=1, in particular, it is possible to reduce the circuit scale of the delay section.
The present embodiment is described under the precondition that the maximum delay time is set as (n-1)T>1/Fc in order
to produce the frequency diversity effect, whereas, as described in the first embodiment, when transmission is performed
using a physical channel, which is assigned with chunks lying in plural frequency directions, the bandwidth BW assigned
to the physical channel forms the basis for producing the frequency diversity effect; hence, it is possible to produce the
frequency diversity effect by setting the maximum delay time to (n-1)T>1/BW.
[0110] By use of the wireless transmission device, according to the aforementioned embodiments of the present
invention, which selects the use of either the frequency diversity or the multiuser diversity in transmission of signals from
n transmission antennas so as to vary delay times applied to signals transmitted via n transmission antennas on the
basis of the selection result; hence, it is possible to produce the frequency diversity effect or the multiuser diversity effect
without being affected by conditions of propagation paths.
[0111] In the aforementioned embodiments, programs realizing functions of the error correcting coding section 13,
the modulator 14, the sub-carrier assignment sections 15 and 215, the IFFT section 16, the parallel-series conversion
section 17, the GI imparting section 18, the delay imparting sections 19-1 to 19-3, the circulating delay imparting sections
119-1 to 119-3, the mixing section 20, the filter 21, the D/A converter 22, the phase rotation section 219, the weight
calculation section 310, and the weighted multiplication section 319 shown in FIGS. 8, 10, 12, and 13 are stored in
computer-readable storage media, so that the programs stored in the storage media are loaded into a computer system
and are then executed so as to control the wireless transmission device. Herein, the computer system includes OS and
the hardware such as peripheral devices.
[0112] The computer-readable recording media are referred to as flexible disks, magnetooptical disks, ROM, portable
media such as CD-ROM, and storage devices such as hard disks incorporated in the computer system. Furthermore,
the computer-readable storage media embrace media for dynamically retaining programs in a short period of time, such
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as communication lines such as the Internet, networks, and telephone lines used for transmitting programs as well as
volatile memories for retaining programs for a prescribed period of time, which are incorporated in the computer system
serving as the server and client. The aforementioned programs are designed to realize a part of the aforementioned
functions; alternatively, they are designed to realize the aforementioned functions by way of the combination with pro-
grams that are stored in the computer system in advance.
[0113] This invention is described in detail by way of the embodiments with reference to the drawings, wherein the
detailed constitution thereof is not necessarily limited to the embodiments.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

[0114] >
[0115] The present invention is applicable to wireless transmission devices and wireless transmission methods, which
transmit signals to wireless reception devices by use of plural transmission antennas, wherein delay times are appro-
priately set based on the determination as to whether transmission signals are subjected to frequency diversity trans-
mission or multiuser diversity transmission; hence, it is possible to produce frequency diversity effects and multiuser
diversity effects without being affected by conditions of propagation paths.

Claims

1. A transmission control method adapted to a transmission system in which slots are assigned to chunks divided in
a frequency domain and in a time domain,
said transmission control method comprising:

imparting delays to signals being supplied to a plurality of transmission antennas;
characterised in that said transmission control method further comprises:

controlling the delays such that a maximum delay time among the plurality of transmission antennas is set
to a predetermined value larger than 1/Fc where Fc denotes a frequency band width of each chunk with
respect to a multicast/broadcast channel.

2. The transmission control method according to claim 1, wherein a delay time T is set to a second transmission
antenna on the basis of a first transmission antenna, and wherein delay times are sequentially increased with respect
to a third transmission antenna and its subsequent transmission antenna on the basis of the first transmission
antenna by a multiple of the delay time T.

3. The transmission control method according to claim 1, wherein the delays imparted to the signals being supplied
to the plurality of transmission antennas are controlled.

4. The transmission control method according to claim 1, wherein the maximum delay time is reduced by decreasing
the number of the transmission antennas used for transmitting the signals.

5. The transmission control method according to claim 1, wherein the maximum delay time is controlled by imparting
the delays in the time domain.

6. The transmission control method according to claim 5, wherein the delays are imparted to the signals being supplied
to the transmission antennas in units of valid symbols so that a guard interval is applied to each unit of the guard
symbol having the delays, thus controlling the maximum delay time.

7. The transmission control method according to claim 1, wherein the maximum delay time is controlled by imparting
the delays in the frequency domain.

8. The transmission control method according to claim 7, wherein the transmission system is a multicarrier transmission
system, and wherein the signals which are processed in units of users are allocated to subcarriers so that a prede-
termined amount of phase rotation is performed in units of subcarriers, thus controlling the maximum delay time.

9. A transmission apparatus, adapted to a transmission system, in which slots are assigned to chunks divided in a
frequency domain and in a time domain, the transmission apparatus comprising:
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a plurality of transmission antennas;
a delay imparting section, which imparts delays to signals being supplied to the plurality of transmission antennas;
characterized in that said transmission apparatus further comprises
a controller, which controls the delays such that a maximum delay time among the plurality of transmission
antennas is set to a predetermined value larger than 1/Fc where Fc denotes a frequency band width of each
chunk with respect to a multicast/broadcast channel.

10. The transmission apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the plurality of transmission antennas includes a first
transmission antenna, a second transmission antenna, and a third transmission antenna; wherein
a delay time T is set to the second transmission antenna on the basis of the first transmission antenna, and wherein
delay times are sequentially increased with respect to the third transmission antenna and its subsequent transmission
antenna on the basis of the first transmission antenna by a multiple of the delay time T.

11. The transmission apparatus according to claim 9, wherein the delays imparted to the signals being supplied to the
plurality of transmission antennas are controlled.

Patentansprüche

1. Sendesteuerverfahren, das für ein Sendesystem geeignet ist, in dem Schlitze Segmenten, die in einen Frequenz-
bereich und in einen Zeitbereich unterteilt sind, zugewiesen sind,
wobei das Sendesteuerverfahren enthält:

Hinzufügen von Verzögerungen zu Signalen, die zu mehreren Sendeantennen geliefert werden;
dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass das Sendesteuerverfahren ferner enthält:

Steuern der Verzögerungen in der Weise, dass eine maximale Verzögerungszeit unter den mehreren Sen-
deantennen auf einen vorgegeben Wert größer als 1/Fc eingestellt wird, wobei Fc eine Frequenzbandbreite
jedes Segments in Bezug auf einen Multicast-/Rundsende-kanal bezeichnet.

2. Sendesteuerverfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei eine Verzögerungszeit T für eine zweite Sendeantenne auf der
Grundlage einer ersten Sendeantenne eingestellt wird und wobei Verzögerungszeiten in Bezug auf eine dritte
Sendeantenne und deren nachfolgende Sendeantenne auf der Grundlage der ersten Sendeantenne nacheinander
um ein Vielfaches der Verzögerungszeit T erhöht werden.

3. Sendesteuerverfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Verzögerungen, die zu den zu den mehreren Sendeantennen
gelieferten Signalen hinzugefügt werden, gesteuert werden.

4. Sendesteuerverfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die maximale Verzögerungszeit durch Verringern der Anzahl der
Sendeantennen, die zum Senden der Signale verwendet werden, reduziert wird.

5. Sendesteuerverfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die maximale Verzögerungszeit durch Hinzufügen der Verzögerun-
gen im Zeitbereich gesteuert wird.

6. Sendesteuerverfahren nach Anspruch 5, wobei zu den Signalen, die zu den Sendeantennen geliefert werden,
Verzögerungen in Einheiten gültiger Symbole hinzugefügt werden, so dass ein Schutzintervall auf jede Einheit des
Schutzsymbols, das die Verzögerungen besitzt, angewendet wird, um so die maximale Verzögerungszeit zu steuern.

7. Sendesteuerverfahren nach Anspruch 1, wobei die maximale Verzögerungszeit durch Hinzufügen der Verzögerung
im Frequenzbereich gesteuert wird.

8. Sendesteuerverfahren nach Anspruch 7, wobei das Sendesystem ein Mehrträger-Sendesystem ist und wobei die
Signale, die in Einheiten von Anwendern verarbeitet werden, Unterträgern zugewiesen werden, so dass ein vorge-
gebener Betrag einer Phasendrehung in Einheiten von Unterträgern ausgeführt wird, um so die maximale Verzö-
gerungszeit zu steuern.

9. Sendevorrichtung, die für ein Sendesystem geeignet ist, in dem Schlitze Segmenten zugewiesen sind, die in einen
Frequenzbereich und in einen Zeitbereich unterteilt sind, wobei die Sendevorrichtung enthält:
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mehrere Sendeantennen;
einen Verzögerungshinzufügungsabschnitt, der zu Signalen, die zu den mehreren Sendeantennen geliefert
werden, Verzögerungen hinzufügt; dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass die Sendevorrichtung ferner enthält:

eine Steuereinheit, die die Verzögerungen in der Weise steuert, dass eine maximale Verzögerungszeit
unter den mehreren Sendeantennen auf einen vorgegebenen Wert eingestellt wird, der größer als 1/Fc ist,
wobei Fc eine Frequenzbandbreite jedes Segments in Bezug auf einen Multicast-/Rundsende-Kanal be-
zeichnet.

10. Sendevorrichtung nach Anspruch 9, wobei die mehreren Sendeantennen eine erste Sendeantenne, eine zweite
Sendeantenne und eine dritte Sendeantenne enthalten; wobei
eine Verzögerungszeit T für die zweite Sendeantenne auf der Grundlage der ersten Sendeantenne eingestellt wird
und wobei Verzögerungszeiten in Bezug auf die dritte Sendeantenne und ihre nachfolgende Sendeantenne auf der
Grundlage der ersten Sendeantenne nacheinander um ein Vielfaches der Verzögerungszeit T erhöht werden.

11. Sendevorrichtung nach Anspruch 9, wobei die Verzögerungen, die zu den zu den mehreren Sendeantennen gelie-
ferten Signalen hinzugefügt werden, gesteuert werden.

Revendications

1. Procédé de commande d’émission adapté à un système d’émission dans lequel des intervalles sont attribués à des
segments répartis dans un domaine fréquentiel et un domaine temporel,
ledit procédé de commande d’émission comprenant :

l’affectation de retards à des signaux fournis à une pluralité d’antennes d’émission ;
caractérisé en ce que ledit procédé de commande d’émission comprend en outre :

la commande de retards de sorte qu’un temps de retard maximal entre une pluralité d’antennes d’émission
est fixé à une valeur prédéfinie supérieure à 1/Fc, Fc désignant une largeur de bande de fréquences de
chaque segment relativement à un canal de multidiffusion/diffusion.

2. Procédé de commande d’émission conformément à la revendication 1, dans lequel un temps de retard T est fixé
relativement à une seconde antenne d’émission sur la base d’une première antenne d’émission et dans lequel les
temps de retard sont séquentiellement augmentés relativement à une troisième antenne d’émission et à son antenne
d’émission subséquente sur la base de la première antenne d’émission par un multiple du temps de retard T.

3. Procédé de commande d’émission conformément à la revendication 1, dans lequel les retards affectés aux signaux
fournis à la pluralité d’antennes d’émission sont commandés.

4. Procédé de commande d’émission conformément à la revendication 1, dans lequel le temps de retard maximal est
réduit par diminution du nombre d’antennes d’émission utilisées pour émettre les signaux.

5. Procédé de commande d’émission conformément à la revendication 1, dans lequel le temps de retard maximal est
commandé par affectation des retards dans le domaine temporel.

6. Procédé de commande d’émission conformément à la revendication 5, dans lequel les retards sont affectés aux
signaux fournis aux antennes d’émission dans des unités de symboles valides, de sorte qu’un intervalle de garde
est appliqué à chaque unité du symbole de garde présentant les retards, ce qui permet de commander le temps de
retard maximal.

7. Procédé de commande d’émission conformément à la revendication 1, dans lequel le temps de retard maximal est
commandé par affectation des retards dans le domaine fréquentiel.

8. Procédé de commande d’émission conformément à la revendication 7, dans lequel le système d’émission est un
système d’émission multiporteuse, et dans lequel les signaux qui sont traités dans des unités d’utilisateur sont
attribués à des sous-porteuses de sorte qu’une quantité prédéfinie de rotation de phase est mise en oeuvre dans
des unités de sous-porteuses, ce qui permet de commander le temps de retard maximal.
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9. Appareil d’émission adapté à un système d’émission, dans lequel des intervalles sont attribués à des segments
répartis dans un domaine fréquentiel et un domaine temporel, l’appareil d’émission comprenant :

une pluralité d’antennes d’émission ;
une section d’affectation de retards qui affecte des retards à des signaux appliqués à la pluralité d’antennes
d’émission ; caractérisé en ce que ledit appareil d’émission comprend en outre :

un appareil de commande qui commande les retards de sorte qu’un temps de retard maximal entre la
pluralité d’antennes d’émission est fixé une valeur prédéfinie supérieure à 1/Fc, Fc désignant une largeur
de bande de fréquences de chaque segment relativement à un canal de multidiffusion/diffusion.

10. Appareil d’émission conformément à la revendication 9, dans lequel la pluralité d’antennes d’émission comprend
une première antenne d’émission, une deuxième antenne d’émission et une troisième antenne d’émission ; dans
lequel
un temps de retard T est fixé relativement à la deuxième antenne d’émission sur la base de la première antenne
d’émission, et dans lequel des temps de retard sont séquentiellement augmentés relativement à la troisième antenne
d’émission et à son antenne d’émission subséquente sur la base de la première antenne d’émission par un multiple
du temps de retard T.

11. Appareil d’émission conformément à la revendication 9, dans lequel les retards affectés aux signaux fournis à la
pluralité d’antennes d’émission sont commandés.
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