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Solar cells having nanowires and methods of fabricating nanowires

A solar cell includes a plurality of nanowires ar-

ranged such that diameters of the nanowires sequentially
increase in a first direction along a path of incident light.
In a method of forming nanowires, a catalyst layer is
formed on a substrate, a plurality of nanoparticles are
formed by thermally processing the catalyst layer, and
nanowires are grown from the plurality of nanoparticles.
The catalyst layer has a thickness that increases in a first
direction, and the plurality of nanoparticles have diame-
ters that increase in the first direction.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-15

1.1. claims: 1-7

Solar cell with nanowires with graded diameters laterally
impinged by incident light

1.2. claims: 8-15

Method for forming nanowires with a catalyst layer having a
thickness that increases in a first direction of the
substrate.

Please note that all inventions mentioned under item 1, although not
necessarily linked by a common inventive concept, could be searched
without effort justifying an additional fee.
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