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(54)  An automatic blister pack pill dispenser

(57)  An automated blister pack pill dispenser (1) is
provided to enable pills to be dispensed from relatively
quickly and in relatively large numbers from blister packs.
The dispenser (1) is provided with sensors (9, 19) oper-
ative to detect the size of the blister pack, and the position
of the blister pockets on the blister pack. The sensors (9,
19) generate a signal used by a controller (51) to alter
the relative transverse and longitudinal position of a pill
dispensing head (25) comprising an electronic plunger
(33) such that the plunger (33) is aligned with a blister

pocket. When so aligned, the electronic plunger (33) is
actuated to force a pill from the blister pack. The controller
(51) is then operative to index the blister pack, or the pill
dispensing head (25), such that the plunger (33) is
aligned with the next blister pocket in the row. When the
row is completed, the controller (51) is operative to adjust
the relative position of the blister pack and the pill dis-
pensing head (25) such that the plunger is aligned with
the second row of blister pockets.
The sensors may comprise cameras.
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