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(54) Audio apparatus

(57)  An audio apparatus includes: a receiver which
receives audio data transmitted by a broadcast method
from an external apparatus; a sound emitter which per-
forms sound emission of the audio data received by the
receiver; a generator which generates sound emission
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to an audio ap-
paratus which performs output control between receivers
that receive audio data.

[0002] JP-A-2006-140824 discloses an audio system
in which a sub-woofer is wire connected to an audio am-
plifier, an audio signal is transmitted from the audio am-
plifier to the sub-woofer, and the sub-woofer extracts and
outputs the low-frequency component of the audio signal.
[0003] The audio amplifier of the audio system is pro-
vided with a sub-woofer power button for controlling the
power supply of the sub-woofer from the side of the audio
amplifier. When the sub-woofer power button is pressed
by the user, the audio amplifier combines the audio signal
with a high-frequency signal which is higher in frequency
than the audio signal of the audible range, and outputs
the resulting combined signal to the sub-woofer. The sub-
woofer extracts a low-frequency audio signal from the
combined signal, and extracts also a high-frequency
component signal, whereby switching the ON/OFF states
of the power supply.

[0004] As described above, an operation in which a
receiver is controlled from the transmitter side, such as
that in which the ON/OFF states of the power supply for
the sub-woofer that is the reception side is switched by
the audio amplifier that is a transmitter of audio data is
usually performed.

[0005] Inthe casewhere aplurality of receivers receive
the same audio data and simultaneously output the data,
for example, the volumes and ranges of the sounds out-
put by the receivers must be adjusted in a well balanced
manner. For example, the case where one receiver han-
dles L- and R-channels, and another receiveris in charge
of the function of a sub-woofer is considered. Adjust-
ments of the sound volume and the band are necessary
between the receivers. In such a case, when a configu-
ration where an operation button for controlling the re-
ceivers is disposed in a transmitter and the control is
performed through the button is employed as in the
above-described related art, the receivers require indi-
vidual adjustments, respectively, and such adjustments
are cumbersome.

SUMMARY

[0006] It is therefore an object of the invention to pro-
vide an audio apparatus which can automatically control
the output state of audio data among receivers.

[0007] In order to achieve the obj ect, according to the
invention, there is provided an audio apparatus compris-
ing: a receiver which receives audio data transmitted by
a broadcast method from an external apparatus; a sound
emitter which performs sound emission of the audio data
received by the receiver; a generator which generates
sound emission control information relating to sound
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emission of other apparatus which can receive the audio
data; and a transmitter which transmits the sound emis-
sion control information generated by the generator to
the other apparatus.

[0008] The audio apparatus may further include: a de-
tector which detects connection with the other apparatus.
when the detector detects the connection with the other
apparatus by the detector, the generator may generate
the sound emission control information.

[0009] According to the invention, there is also provid-
ed an audio apparatus comprising: a data receiver which
receives audio data transmitted by a broadcast method
from an external apparatus; a control information receiver
which receives sound emission control information relat-
ing to sound emission of the audio data, from other ap-
paratus which can receive the audio data; and a sound
emitter which emits the audio data received by the data
receiver, in accordance with the sound emission control
information received by the control information receiver.
[0010] According to the invention, there is also provid-
ed an audio apparatus comprising: a receiver which re-
ceives audio data transmitted by a broadcast method
from a first apparatus; a sound emitter which performs
sound emission of the audio data received by the receiv-
er; a generator which generates sound emission control
information relating to sound emission of a second ap-
paratus which can receive the audio data; and a trans-
mitter which specifies the second apparatus and trans-
mits the sound emission control information generated
by the generator to the second apparatus.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011]

Fig. 1is adiagram showing an example of the system
configuration of an audio system which is an embod-
iment.

Fig. 2 is a block diagram of a speaker apparatus in
the embodiment.

Fig. 3A is a view showing a data example of set in-
formation in the case where sound emission is per-
formed only by the speaker apparatus, and Fig. 3B
is a view showing a data example of set information
in the case where sound emission is performed by
the speaker apparatus and a sub-woofer apparatus.
Fig. 4 is a view showing a configuration example of
a command in the embodiment.

Fig. 5is a block diagram of the sub-woofer apparatus
in the embodiment.

Fig. 6 is a block diagram of a communication appa-
ratus in the embodiment.

Fig. 7 is a view showing the operation flow of the
audio system of the embodiment.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

<Summary>

[0012] Fig. 1 is a system diagram of an audio system
which is an embodiment. As shown in Fig. 1, the audio
system 1 includes a speaker apparatus 20, a sub-woofer
apparatus (hereinafter, referred to as SW) 30 which emits
a low-frequency sound, and a communication apparatus
40. These apparatuses have a communication function.
Awireless linkis established between the communication
apparatus 40 and the speaker apparatus 20, and be-
tween the communication apparatus 40 and the SW 30.
[0013] The communication apparatus 40 is configured
by a portable audio apparatus 41 and communication
module 42 which are detachable from each other. When
the portable audio apparatus 41 is attached to the com-
munication module 42, the communication module 42
packetizes audio data such as a music piece which is
output from the portable audio apparatus 41, then trans-
mits a stream of the data by a broadcast method through
the communication module 42. The speaker apparatus
20 and the SW 30 receive the audio data output from the
communication apparatus 40, and emits a sound in ac-
cordance with a volume value and sound range which
are preset.

[0014] In reception of audio data, the speaker appara-
tus 20 establishes a wireless link with the SW 30 to be
wirelessly connected thereto, and transmits to the SW
30 a sound emission control command including sound
emission control information instructing about a volume
value and reproduction band which are used in the SW
30. In accordance with the sound emission control com-
mand transmitted from the speaker apparatus 20, the
SW 30 emits the audio data received from the commu-
nication apparatus 40. Hereinafter, these apparatuses
will be described in detail.

<Configuration>
(Configuration of speaker apparatus 20)

[0015] Fig. 2 is a block diagram of the speaker appa-
ratus 20. Hereinafter, portions shown in Fig. 2 will be
described. A wireless communicating portion 211 per-
forms wireless communication with another apparatus
under control of a communication controlling portion 212.
The wireless communicating portion 211 detects another
apparatuses which is communication connectable in a
communication range according to the strength of aradio
wave, and establishes a wireless link at the physical layer
level. When a wireless link with the communication ap-
paratus 40 is established and a communicable state is
obtained, the wireless communicating portion 211 re-
ceives audio stream data transmitted from the commu-
nication apparatus 40, and sends the data to the com-
munication controlling portion 212.

[0016] The communication controlling portion 212 has
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functions of, under control of a controlling portion 214,
controlling the wireless communicating portion 211 so as
to perform various communication processes such as
establishment of a wireless link with another apparatus,
cutoff of the wireless link, and transmission and reception
of data with respect to an apparatus with which a wireless
link is established, and transmitting the received audio
data to a sound processing portion 215.

[0017] Astorage portion 213 is a storage medium such
as a nonvolatile memory, and stores the reproduction
bands of the present apparatus and the SW 30, and also
the volume of the sound emission. When the operator
operates an operating portion 218, the value of the vol-
ume is adequately changed. Each time when the value
is changed, the value is updated and stored in the storage
portion 213. Hereinafter, the combination of the repro-
duction band and the volume is referred to as set infor-
mation.

[0018] Figs. 3A and 3B show examples of set informa-
tion in the embodiment. Fig. 3A shows a data example
of set information in the case where sound emission is
performed only by the speaker apparatus 20. As shown
in Fig. 3A, in the embodiment, the volume value which
is currently set by a user’s operation, and the reproduc-
tion band of the speaker apparatus 20 are stored. In this
example, "125" is set as the volume value which may be
in the range of from "0" to "255", and 40 to 33kHz is set
as the reproduction band.

[0019] Fig. 3B shows a data example of setinformation
in the case where sound emission is performed by the
speaker apparatus 20 and the SW 30. As shown in Fig.
3B, in this case, the volume values and bands of both
the speaker apparatus 20 and the SW 30 are written.
With respect to the band, a default value is set, but the
band can be changed by a user’s operation.

[0020] In the embodiment, an example in which the
volume value that is identical with the volume value of
the set information is set in the speaker apparatus 20
and the SW 30 will be described. In the case where, for
example, a ratio of the volume value of the SW 30 to that
of the speaker apparatus 20 is previously set, volume
values of the speaker apparatus 20 and the SW 30 ac-
cording to the ratio with respect to the volume value which
is currently set in the speaker apparatus 20 may be set.
In the above-described example, the volume and the re-
production band are set. Information relating to the delay
time of sound emission, the sound effect, and the like
may be included in the set information.

[0021] Returning to Fig. 2, the controlling portion 214
includes a CPU (Central Processing Unit), a ROM (Read
Only Memory), and a RAM (Random Access Memory).
The CPU has a function of loading a control program
stored in the ROM into the RAM and executing the pro-
gram, thereby controlling the various portions of the
speaker apparatus 20. Particularly, the controlling por-
tion 214 has a function of, when audio data are received
from the communication apparatus 40, extracting set in-
formation of the volume value and band of the SW 30
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stored as the set information, and giving instructions in
the form of a command.

[0022] A configuration example of a command used in
the embodiment will be described with reference to Fig.
4.Fig. 4 is a view showing an example of the sound emis-
sion control command which is transmitted from the
speaker apparatus 20 to the SW 30. As shown in Fig. 4,
data of the sound emission control command are config-
ured by, for example, 16 bytes, and include a header
portion and a command portion.

[0023] The header portion includes: an opcode indi-
cating the sequence number of the command; the data
length of the command data; a destination NodelD indi-
cating an apparatus to, which the command is to be trans-
mitted; and a source NodelD indicating an apparatus
from which the command is transmitted. With respect to
the destination NodelD and the source NodelD, the IDs
of the apparatuses are set when data are exchanged
between the SW 30 and the speaker apparatus 20. In
the embodiment, when a wireless link with the commu-
nication apparatus 40 is established, the communication
apparatus 40 allocates these IDs as IDs for identifying
the apparatuses.

[0024] The command portion includes an apparatus
ID, a control ID, and a data portion of Data O, ..., Data 6.
In the apparatus ID, information indicating the apparatus
kind of the SW is set. In the control ID, information indi-
cating the substance of the command, such as notifica-
tion of a change of the volume value, and instructions for
setting the band are set. In the data portion, data of con-
tents which are instructed by commands corresponding
to the command IDs are set.

[0025] Returning to Fig. 2, the description of the con-
figuration of the speaker apparatus 20 is continued. The
sound processing portion 215 is configured by a DSP
(Digital Signal Processor) and the like, and has functions
of, under control of the controlling portion 214, performing
a sound process such as extraction of audio data corre-
sponding to the reproduction band of the speaker appa-
ratus 20 from audio data transmitted from the communi-
cation controlling portion 212, on the basis of the sound
emission control information of the speaker apparatus
20, DA converting the extracted data, and sending the
resulting data to an amplifying portion 216.

[0026] The amplifying portion 216 amplifies the audio
signal output from the sound processing portion 215, and
outputs the amplified signal to a sound emitting portion
217. In the embodiment, in the sound emitting portion
217, a speaker array is configured by a plurality of speak-
ers, and sound beams corresponding to channels of the
audio signal are output.

[0027] The operating portion 218 has operating devic-
es (including buttons, knobs, and switches) for inputting
user instructions, and outputs an operation signal corre-
sponding to a user’s operation on the operating devices.
When the user operates a knob for adjusting the volume,
for example, the volume which is currently set in the
speaker apparatus 20 can be changed. A displaying por-
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tion 219 has a function of, under control of the controlling
portion 214, displaying a menu screen for operating the
speaker apparatus 20, a setting screen for changing set
information, and the like. Next, the configuration of the
SW 30 will be described.

(Configuration of SW 30)

[0028] Fig. 5 is a block diagram showing the configu-
ration of the SW 30. Similarly with the above-described
wireless communicating portion 211, a wireless commu-
nicating portion 311 has a function of, under control of a
communication controlling portion 312, performing wire-
less communication with another apparatus.

[0029] Similarly with the above-described communica-
tion controlling portion 212, the communication control-
ling portion 312 has a function of controlling various com-
munication processes performed by the wireless com-
municating portion 311. A sound processing portion 313
has a function of, based on the reproduction band set in
the SW 30, performing a sound process such as extrac-
tion of low-frequency audio data from audio data trans-
mitted from the wireless communicating portion 311, and
sending the processed audio data to a sound emitting
portion 314.

[0030] The sound emitting portion 314 has: an ampli-
fying circuit which amplifies a musical sound waveform
signal of the audio data output from the sound processing
portion 313, at an amplification factor corresponding to
the set volume value; and a speaker which emits the
amplified musical sound waveform signal.

(Configuration of communication apparatus 40)

[0031] Fig. 6 is a block diagram showing the configu-
ration of the communication apparatus 40. As shown in
Fig. 6, the communication apparatus 40 includes the port-
able audio apparatus 41 and the communication module
42. The portable audio apparatus 41 is supplied with an
electric power from a power supplying portion (not
shown) such as a battery, and connected to the commu-
nication module 42 through interfaces 416, 421. The em-
bodiment is configured so that, when the communication
module 42 is connected to the portable audio apparatus
41, the module is supplied with an electric power from a
power supplying portion (not shown) in the portable audio
apparatus 41. Alternatively, a battery for supplying a pow-
er to the portions in the communication module 42 may
be disposed in the communication module 42. Hereinaf-
ter, the portions of the apparatuses will be described.

[0032] The portable audio apparatus 41 includes a
controlling portion 411, a storage portion 412, an oper-
ating portion 413, a displaying portion 414, a sound out-
putting portion 415, and the interface 416. The controlling
portion 411 includes a CPU, a ROM, and a RAM. The
CPU has a function of reading a control program from
the ROM into the RAM, and executing the program to
control the portions of the portable audio apparatus 41.



7 EP 2 306 752 A2 8

Specifically, when the communication module 42 is con-
nectedto the interface 416, audio data which are selected
by the user from the audio data in the storage portion
412 described later are sent to the interface 416, and
then output to the communication module 42.

[0033] The storage portion 412 is a storage unit such
as a hard disk or a nonvolatile memory, and stores infor-
mation such as contents data, for example, music pieces
and videos, and the volume value in reproduction of con-
tents. The operating portion 413 has an operating device
which is to be operated by the user, and a function of, in
accordance with a user’s operation on the operating de-
vice, sending a signal indicative of contents of the oper-
ation to the controlling portion 411. For example, the op-
erating device is a rotationally operable operating device
or the like. When the operating device is clockwise rotat-
ed, it may be instructed to increase the volume value,
and, when the operating device is counterclockwise ro-
tated, it may be instructed to decrease the volume value.
[0034] The displaying portion 414 is configured by a
display device such as an LCD, and has a function of,
under control of the controlling portion 411, displaying an
image such as a motion picture or a still picture. The
sound outputting portion 415 has a connecting terminal
to which a sound emitting unit such as a headphone is
connected, and has a function of outputting the audio
signal supplied from the controlling portion 411, through
the sound emitting unit. The interface 416 is a connecting
terminal to which an external apparatus such as the com-
munication module 42 is connected to mediate the data
that are exchanged with the external apparatus.

[0035] Next, the configuration of the communication
module 42 will be described. The communication module
42 includes the interface 421, a wireless communicating
portion 422, and a communication controlling portion
423.

[0036] The wireless communicating portion 422 and
the communication controlling portion 423 have functions
which are similar to those of the wireless communicating
portion 211 and communication controlling portion 212
of the speaker apparatus 20 that have been described
above, and also a function of performing wireless com-
munication with an external apparatus.

[0037] Similarly with the interface 416 of the portable
audio apparatus 41, the interface 421 is a connecting
terminal to which an external apparatus is connected to
mediate exchange of data with the connected apparatus.
In the embodiment, the interface is connected to the port-
able audio apparatus 41, receives audio data from the
portable audio apparatus 41, and sends the data to the
wireless communicating portion 422.

<Operation>

[0038] Next, the operation of the audio system 1 of the
embodiment will be described. The communication ap-
paratus 40, the speaker apparatus 20, and the SW 30
are powered ON, and the communication apparatus 40
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transmits a master request for functioning as a master
by a broadcast method. The speaker apparatus 20 and
the SW 30 search whether the master is within the com-
munication range or not, and, when receiving the master
request from the communication apparatus 40, a link is
established with the communication apparatus 40.
[0039] Then, the communication module 42 of the
communication apparatus 40 allocates IDs for respec-
tively identifying the speaker apparatus 20 and the SW
30 to the apparatuses, and transmits a connection re-
quest signal containing the allocated IDs and an ID for
identifying the communication module 42. The speaker
apparatus 20 and the SW 30 store the respective allo-
cated IDs into the own apparatuses, and transmit a signal
reply to the connection request signal to the communi-
cation apparatus 40. Therefore, wireless communica-
tions between the communication apparatus 40 and the
speaker apparatus 20, and the communication appara-
tus 40 and the SW 30 are enabled, and the state transits
to that where a stream of audio data can be transmitted
from the communication apparatus 40 to the speaker ap-
paratus 20 and the SW 30. When, in the portable audio
apparatus 41, audio data are selected by a user’s oper-
ation and reproduction instructions are issued, transmis-
sion of a stream of the audio data from the communication
apparatus 40 to the speaker apparatus 20 and the SW
30 is started.

[0040] Hereinafter, the operations which are per-
formed by the speaker apparatus 20 and the SW 30 in
the above-described state will be described with refer-
ence to the operation flow of Fig. 7.

[0041] The speaker apparatus 20 sequentially re-
ceives the audio data from the communication apparatus
40, extracts audio data corresponding to the reproduction
band according to the set information which is stored in
the storage portion 213, and DA converts the extracted
data to generate an audio signal. The amplifying portion
216 amplifies the audio signal at an amplification factor
corresponding to the volume value which is set in the set
information, and sends the amplified signal to the sound
emitting portion 217. In this case, the reproduction band
is determined on the basis of the set information shown
in Fig. 3A, and hence emission of audio data of interme-
diate/high frequency band is started (step S11).

[0042] On the other hand, similarly with the speaker
apparatus 20, also in the SW 30, the audio data from the
communication apparatus 40 are sequentially received,
low-frequency audio data are extracted from the received
audio data in the sound processing portion 313, and the
audio signal is amplified at an amplification factor which
is preset, and emitted from the sound emitting portion
314 (step S21). Therefore, the SW 30 emits the low-fre-
quency audio data. The band in this case is a default
band whichis presetin the SW 30. Alternatively, the band
which is set in the previous setting may be used in place
of the default band.

[0043] On the other hand, the controlling portion 214
of the speaker apparatus 20 controls the communication
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controlling portion 212 to output a detection signal for
detecting the SW 30 which can be wirelessly connected,
from the wireless communicating portion 211 (step S12).
The detection signal contains information indicative of
the ID of the speaker apparatus 20.

[0044] Ifthe SW 30receives the detection signal which
is transmitted in step S12 from the speaker apparatus 20
through the wireless communicating portion 311 (step
S22: YES), in response to the detection signal, the SW
30 transmits a reply signal containing information indic-
ative of the ID allocated to the SW 30, to the speaker
apparatus 20 (step S23). As a result of the process, the
speaker apparatus 20 and the SW 30 are in the state
where wireless communication is enabled.

[0045] If the controlling portion 214 of the speaker ap-
paratus detects the reply signal from the SW 30, or if the
SW 30is detected (step S13: YES), the controlling portion
extracts information relating to the SW from the set in-
formation which is stored in the storage portion 213, and
whichis shown in Fig. 3B, and generates the sound emis-
sion control information (step S14).

[0046] The controlling portion 214 determines whether
the set information is changed or not (step S15). If the
user performs an operation of changing the setting of the
volume or the like through the operating portion 218 (step
S15: YES), for example, the control returns to step S14,
the set information is updated, and the sound emission
control information is generated from the updated set in-
formation.

[0047] If the setinformation is not changed, or if, after
updation of the set information, the set information is not
again changed (step S15: NO), the control proceeds to
step S16. In this case, a sound emission control com-
mand in which, in the command of Fig. 4, the ID allocated
tothe SW 30is set as the destination NodelD, information
indicative of instructions for setting the band is set as the
control ID, and the sound emission control information
indicative of the band of the SW 30 is set in the data
portion is generated, and the generated command is
transmitted to the SW 30. If the volume value is changed,
also a sound emission control command in which infor-
mation indicating notification of a change of the volume
value is set as the control ID, and the sound emission
control information indicative of the volume value of the
SW 30 is set in the data portion is generated, and the
generated command is transmitted to the SW 30 (step
S16).

[0048] The controlling portion 214 controls the sound
processing portion 215 so as to attain the band and vol-
ume corresponding to the set information shown in Fig.
3B. As a result, an audio signal of a band and a volume
which are set in accordance with the case where the SW
exists is emitted from the speaker apparatus 20 (step
S17).

[0049] On the other hand, if the communication con-
trolling portion 312 of the SW 30 receives the sound emis-
sion control command from the speaker apparatus 20
through the wireless communicating portion 311 (step
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S24: YES), the communication controlling portion sends
the received sound emission control command to the
sound processing portion 313. In the sound processing
portion 313, audio data of the band instructed by the
sound emission control command are extracted from au-
diodata which are sequentially received through the wire-
less communicating portion 311, and the musical sound
waveform signal of the audio data is amplified at an am-
plification factor corresponding to the volume value in-
structed in the sound emission control command, and
then output from the sound emitting portion 314 (step
S25).

[0050] If, in step S13, the reply signal from the SW 30
cannot be detected and the SW 30 cannot be detected
(step S13: NO), the controlling portion 214 of the speaker
apparatus 20 continues the process of step S11, thereby
continuing emission of audio data according to the set
information of the speaker apparatus 20.

[0051] If, in step S22, the detection signal is not re-
ceived through the wireless communicating portion 311
of the SW 30 (step S22: NO), or if, in step S24, the com-
munication controlling portion 312 of the SW 30 does not
receive the sound emission control command from the
speaker apparatus 20 through the wireless communicat-
ing portion 311 (step S24: NO), the process of step S11
is continued, so that the SW 30 emits the audio signal of
the volume and band which are set by default (or in the
previous time).

[0052] Alternatively, a mute process may be per-
formed so that sound emission is not conducted, until
"YES" is obtained in step S22.

[0053] Inthe embodiment, as described above, the re-
production band of the speaker apparatus 20 is automat-
ically switched over depending on whether the SW 30
exists or not in the audio system 1, and, in the case where
audio data transmitted from the communication appara-
tus 40 are emitted from the speaker apparatus 20 and
the SW 30, the speaker apparatus 20 instructs the SW
30 about control information of the volume and band re-
lating to sound emission, whereby the volumes and
bands of the speaker apparatus 20 and the SW 30 can
be adjusted in a well balanced manner.

<Modifications>

[0054] Although the embodiment of the invention has
been described, the invention is not limited to the above-
described embodiment, and includes also the following
modifications.

(1) Although, in the above embodiment, the example
in which the speaker apparatus 20 and the SW 30
receive audio data from the communication appara-
tus 40 and emit the audio data has been described,
audio data which are obtained by the speaker appa-
ratus 20 from an apparatus other than the commu-
nication apparatus 40 may be transmitted to the SW
30. In an example of such a case, audio data are
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obtained from a DVD player or the like which is wire
connected to the speaker apparatus 20, and then
transmitted to the SW 30. In the case where the
speaker apparatus 20 includes a sound source or
the like, audio data may be generated in the speaker
apparatus 20 and then transmitted to the SW 30, or
audio data which are previously stored in the storage
portion 213 are read out and then transmitted to the
SW 30.

[0055] Inthe above-described case, the wireless con-
nection between the speaker apparatus 20 and the SW
30 may be performed in the following manner. When an
operation of obtaining audio data is performed by user,
the controlling portion 214 of the speaker apparatus 20
detects the SW 30, and a wireless link with the SW 30 is
established. With respect to transmission of the sound
emission control command containing the sound emis-
sion control information to the SW 30, when the wireless
link with the SW 30 is established, the sound emission
control information of the speaker apparatus 20 and the
SW 30 is generated in a similar manner as step S14 of
Fig. 7, the sound emission control command containing
the sound emission control information is transmitted to
the SW 30, and the obtained audio data are packetized
and then sequentially transmitted to the SW 30. In this
case, for example, the audio data and the command data
may be transmitted in a time sharing manner.

(2) Although, in the above embodiment, the example
in which, when receiving audio data from the com-
munication apparatus 40, the speaker apparatus 20
performs the detection of the SW 30 has been de-
scribed, the detection of the SW 30 may be per-
formed before reception of the audio data, for exam-
ple, when the wireless link between the speaker ap-
paratus 20 and the communication apparatus 40 is
established, or when the speaker apparatus 20 is
powered ON.

(3) Although, in the above embodiment, the example
in which the command instructing about the band
and volume value of the sound emission from the
SW 30 as the sound emission control information is
transmitted from the speaker apparatus 20 to the
SW 30 has been described, at least one of the band
and the volume value may be instructed by a com-
mand, or, in addition to the band and the volume
value, control information relating to sound emission
of the SW 30 such as information of a delay time by
which the sound emission of the SW 30 is delayed
from that of the speaker apparatus 20 may be con-
tained in the command.

(4) Although, in the above embodiment, the example
in which receivers which receive audio data from the
communication apparatus 40 are the speaker appa-
ratus 20 and the SW 30 has been described, the
number of receivers may be three or more. In such
a case, a master apparatus which transmits a com-
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mand is selected from the receivers, and the master
apparatus which transmits a command detects the
other receivers and establishes a wireless link.

[0056] In accordance with set information such as the
volume value which is set in the master apparatus, the
master apparatus generates sound emission control in-
formation such as volume values of the receivers, and
instructs by a command the other receivers about the
sound emission control information. The master appara-
tus which transmits a command may be manually select-
ed by a user’s operation, or automatically selected by a
predetermined algorithm in which a receiver is deter-
mined whether it behaves as a mater apparatus or not,
in accordance with the number or kinds of apparatuses
that are wire connected to the receiver, or functions of
the receiver.

(5) Although, in the above embodiment, the example
in which, when the speaker apparatus 20 detects the
SW 30, the command containing sound emission
control information in which the ID of the detected
SW 30 is set is transmitted has been described, the
process of detecting the SW 30 may not be per-
formed, and a sound emission control command in
which information indicative of an apparatus that can
receive audio data is set in an apparatus ID may be
transmitted by a broadcast method. In this case,
when information setin the apparatus ID of the sound
emission control command which is transmitted by
a broadcast method indicates a device of the present
apparatus, the sound emission control command is
received, and audio data received from the commu-
nication apparatus 40 are emitted in accordance with
the sound emission control command.

(6) Although, in the above embodiment, the example
in which, the speaker apparatus 20 establishes a
wireless link with the SW 30 to be wirelessly con-
nected thereto has been described, the speaker ap-
paratus 20 and the SW 30 may be wire connected
to each other. Also, the communication apparatus
40 and the speaker apparatus 20 may be wire con-
nected to each other, and the communication appa-
ratus 40 and the SW 30 may be wire connected to
each other.

[0057] According to an aspect of the invention, the
present apparatus can receive and emit the audio stream
data transmitted from the external apparatus, and can
control sound emission of the other apparatus which can
receive the audio stream data.

[0058] According to an aspect of the invention, the
sound emission can be controlled while surely specifying
the other apparatus which can receive the audio stream
data.

[0059] According to an aspect of the invention, sound
emission can be performed in accordance with the con-
trol by the other apparatus which can receive the audio
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stream data received by the present apparatus.

Claims

1. An audio apparatus comprising:

areceiver whichreceives audio data transmitted
by a broadcast method from an external appa-
ratus;

a sound emitter which performs sound emission
of the audio data received by the receiver;

a generator which generates sound emission
control information relating to sound emission
of other apparatus which can receive the audio
data; and

a transmitter which transmits the sound emis-
sion control information generated by the gen-
erator to the other apparatus.

2. The audio apparatus according to claim 1, further
comprising:

adetector which detects connection with the oth-
er apparatus, wherein

when the detector detects the connection with
the other apparatus by the detector, the gener-
ator generates the sound emission control infor-
mation.

3. An audio apparatus comprising:

a data receiver which receives audio data trans-
mitted by a broadcast method from an external
apparatus;

a control information receiver which receives
sound emission control information relating to
sound emission of the audio data, from other
apparatus which can receive the audio data; and
a sound emitter which emits the audio data re-
ceived by the data receiver, in accordance with
the sound emission control information received
by the control information receiver.

4. An audio apparatus comprising:

areceiver which receives audio data transmitted
by a broadcast method from a first apparatus;
a sound emitter which performs sound emission
of the audio data received by the receiver;

a generator which generates sound emission
control information relating to sound emission
of a second apparatus which can receive the
audio data; and

a transmitter which specifies the second appa-
ratus and transmits the sound emission control
information generated by the generator to the
second apparatus.
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