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Description

Field of the invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a painting ves-
sel, which allows an adequate quantity of paint to be held
while painting by hand and also allows the brushes to be
soaked effectively when they are not in use.

Background art

[0002] There are currently known painting vessels
whose shape has been conceived with the invention of
making the handle as stable and comfortable as possible
for the user to hold while painting with a brush. An ex-
ample of these vessels is described in the document
EP1792834A2.
[0003] On the other hand, in the field of painting by
hand there exists the problem of keeping brushes with
their bristles immersed in water or in an appropriate sol-
vent during the night or between one use and the next.
[0004] An object of the present invention is to provide
a painting vessel which is improved with respect to known
vessels, with reference to comfortable and stable hold
and to the possibility of keeping brushes, pads, rollers
and other hand-held instruments immersed in water or
another solvent contained in this vessel.
[0005] Another example is described in document GB
2 386 547, which discloses a vessel according to the
preamble of claim 1.

Summary of the invention

[0006] This object is achieved, according to a first as-
pect of the present invention, with a painting vessel hav-
ing the characteristics according to claim 1.
[0007] In a particular embodiment, at least in the first
configuration, the handle extends from or in proximity to
the mouth towards the bottom.
[0008] In a particular embodiment the handle is de-
signed to pass from the first to the second configuration
rotating about a rotation axis AR lying in an ideal plane
substantially normal to the axis of the vessel body and
eccentric with respect to the mouth.
[0009] In a particular embodiment the rotation axis AR
is external to the mouth.
[0010] The advantages achievable with the present in-
vention will be more apparent to those skilled in the art
from the following detailed description of some particular
embodiments provided by way of non-limiting example,
illustrated with reference to the following schematic draw-
ings.

List of Drawings

[0011]

Fig.1 shows, in a perspective view, a painting vessel

according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention, in the handle configuration;
Fig. 2 shows, in a perspective view, an example of
how the vessel of Fig. 1 can be held in the hand
during normal use;
Fig. 3 shows, in a cross-section according to a ver-
tical plane, a detail of fastening of the mobile band
to the vessel body in the painting vessel of Fig. 1;
Fig. 4 shows, in a perspective view, the vessel of
Fig. 1 in the brush washing configuration

Detailed description

[0012] Figs. 1-4 relate to a first embodiment of the
painting vessel according to the invention.
[0013] This vessel, indicated with the reference numer-
al 1, comprises a vessel body, indicated with the refer-
ence numeral 2, and which forms a cavity 3 designed to
contain an adequate quantity of paint, for example from
one quarter of a litre to 2 litres, and more preferably from
one to 1.5 litres.
[0014] The receptacle body can be made, for example,
of an appropriate injection moulded plastic material, for
example polyethylene, and more in particular high den-
sity polyethylene.
[0015] The cavity 3 is delimited by a bottom 5 and by
side walls 6. The cavity 3 is open at the top and forms
an upper mouth 7 delimited by a first edge 9, in which
the side walls 5 end. In the present example of embodi-
ment, the cavity has slightly elongated cross sections.
[0016] The painting vessel 1 is provided on one side
with a handle 11 designed to allow the vessel 1 to be
held more stably and comfortably in the hand. The handle
11 comprises a band 13 and a relative fastener 15. (Figs.
1-3).
[0017] The band 13, indicated in this description also
as "mobile band 13", is preferably made of one of the
following materials: synthetic rubber or another relatively
soft and flexible polymeric material, such as low density
polyethylene, synthetic rubbers or resins with modulus
of elasticity ranging from 170 to 350 MPa, synthetic rub-
bers or resins with Shore A hardness equal to or lower
than 70, and more preferably equal to or lower than 60.
The mobile band 13 substantially has the shape of a strip
and is hinged to the first edge 9 in such a manner that it
can rotate about a horizontal rotation axis AR, thereby
passing from a handle configuration, shown in Fig. 2, to
a brush washing configuration, shown in Fig. 4; in other
embodiments not shown, the band 13 and/or handle 11
can be fastened more in general at or in proximity to the
mouth 7, i.e. closer to this latter than to the bottom 5; in
other embodiments, not shown, the rotation axis AR can
not only be horizontal but, more in general, lie in an ideal
plane substantially normal to the axis of the vessel body
2 and eccentric to the mouth 7.
[0018] In the embodiment of the accompanying fig-
ures, the rotation axis AR is external to the mouth 7; in
other embodiments, not shown, the rotation axis AR can
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be more in general eccentric with respect to the mouth
7, therefore does not pass through the centre thereof.
[0019] In the embodiment of the accompanying fig-
ures, the fastener 15 is produced as a coupling pin or
projection located on the lower outer part of the vessel 1
(Fig. 3) and, in the handle configuration, the band 13 is
coupled - using appropriate through holes 17 - to the
coupling pin or first coupling projection 15, in such a man-
ner as to form a loop inside which the user can insert a
hand to hold the vessel (Fig. 1); in this configuration the
handle 11 extends from the mouth 7 towards the bottom
5.
[0020] As shown in Fig. 3, the coupling pin 15 has a
thickened end to which the band 13 is substantially but-
toned. According to an aspect of the invention, the band
13 is also provided with brush-holder openings 19 (Fig.
4) designed to receive one or more brush handles P1,
P2 and hold them substantially upright and with the rel-
ative bristles immersed in the cavity 3 when the band 13
extends across the upper mouth 7, i.e. when the painting
vessel is in the brush washing configuration; in this con-
figuration the brush-holder openings 19 are advanta-
geously designed to maintain the brushes P1, P2 sus-
pended so that their bristles are not resting on the bottom
of the cavity 3, preventing damage thereto caused by
bending.
[0021] In the present description, "substantially up-
right" is intended as inclined with an angle, with respect
to a horizontal plane, equal to or greater than 45°, more
preferably equal to or greater than 60° and even more
preferably equal to or greater than 70°.
[0022] Preferably, the brush-holder openings 19 are
arranged in such a manner as to hold the brush handles
P1, P2 substantially vertical and at a distance from the
side walls 5 and from the first edge 9, indicatively in the
central portion of the upper mouth 7, as shown in Fig. 4.
[0023] Advantageously, the edge of each brush-holder
opening 19 forms one or more flaps in the form of a lobe
21, for example cusp shaped (Fig. 4), which allow better
blocking of the handle of the brushes P1, P2, for example
through friction, adapting to handles with considerably
different diameters; in the present embodiment the var-
ious lobes 21 are arranged substantially radially and con-
verge towards the centre of each brush-holder opening.
[0024] The mobile band 13 can be held stretched, sub-
stantially horizontally, across the upper mouth 7, coupling
with a free end 16 to an appropriate fastening tooth 5 or
other second fastening projection 23, for example pro-
duced on the edge 9, in a position more or less diamet-
rically opposite the hinge 25.
[0025] Advantageously the band 13 couples to the
tooth 23 using the same holes 17 with which it couples
to the coupling pin or projection 15, making it simple and
inexpensive to construct. With a very simple and inex-
pensive construction, the painting vessel 1 described
above combines two different functions:

a) it increases the stability and comfort of the handle

of the vessel while painting;
b) it uses the same vessel to soak the brushes, for
example in a suitable solvent for paints, such as tur-
pentine or acetone, between uses, holding the
brushes in an optimal position, fixed or in stable bal-
ance and simultaneously cleaning the inside of the
vessel 1 with the solvent.

[0026] Advantageously, to increase the stability of the
brushes secured in the seats 19, or more in general on
the handle 11, this latter can have substantially flat cross
sections. Advantageously, the first edge 9 forms one or
more slots or other seats of suitable shape 27, designed
to receive and hold in position various parts of other
brushes, for example to receive the handle or, advanta-
geously and as shown in Fig. 1, the ferrule: in this way,
it is possible to hold the vessel 1 and the brush, for ex-
ample during a short break, with one hand, while the other
hand is free, for example, to clean an unwanted paint
mark or to carry out other operations. It can be seen in
Fig. 1 that the bristles of the brush are not immersed in
the paint or in the solvent contained in the cavity 3. As
shown in Fig. 3, the slot 27 is substantially V-shaped in
such a manner as to be able to receive brushes of differ-
ent sizes. Advantageously, the slot 27 has edges turned
outwards and/or towards the inside of the cavity 3, in
such a manner as to hold the brushes more stably. Ad-
vantageously, the vessel 1 is provided with a second
edge 29, located inside the cavity 3, in proximity to the
first edge 9; as shown in Fig. 1, the second edge 29 sub-
stantially forms a ledge against which the brush can be
lightly squeezed after having been dipped in the paint,
so that any excess runs directly into the cavity 3.
[0027] For example, the band 13 can also be made of
different materials to synthetic resins, such as fabric
made of animal or vegetable fibres.

Claims

1. A painting vessel (1), comprising:

- a vessel body (2) that forms a bottom (5) and
at least one side wall (6) that forms a cavity (3)
designed to contain a quantity of paint or other
colouring substance adequate for painting,
wherein the cavity (3) is open at the top in such
a manner as to form a mouth (7);
- a handle (11) fastened to or formed in one piece
with the vessel body (2), wherein:

the vessel is holdable by a user through the
handle;

- the handle (11) is provided with at least a first
brush-holder seat (19) designed to secure a part
of a brush (P1, P2), - for example the handle of
the brush - and hold the brush substantially up-
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right with the bristles immersible in a liquid con-
tained in the cavity (3); characterized in that
the handle (11) is designed for switching from a
first configuration in which it extends along the
side wall (6) in such a manner as to form a loop,
to a second configuration in which it extends
above and if necessary across the mouth (7).

2. The vessel according to claim 1, wherein the handle
(11) is designed to form the loop together with the
vessel body (2), and wherein a user can insert one
or more fingers into the loop to hold the painting ves-
sel (1) in the hand during use.

3. The vessel according to claim 1, wherein when the
handle (11) extends above and if necessary across
the mouth (7), the first brush-holder seat (19) is lo-
cated over or in any case facing the mouth (7).

4. The vessel according to claim 1, where the handle
(11) is hinged to the rest of the painting vessel (1)
and is designed for switching, by rotating, from the
first to the second configuration.

5. The vessel according to claim 1, wherein the handle
(11) comprises a strip of material substantially more
flexible than the material of which the vessel body
(2) is made.

6. The vessel according to claim 5, wherein the material
of the strip is substantially rubber or elastomeric, and
having one or more of the following characteristics:

- Shore A hardness substantially equal to or less
than 70 degrees;
- Shore A hardness substantially equal to or less
than 60 degrees;
- modulus of elasticity substantially equal to or
less than 350 MPa.

7. The vessel according to claim 4, wherein the handle
(11) is hinged at or in proximity to the mouth (7).

8. The vessel according to claim 1, wherein the handle
(11) has a free end (14) designed to be reversibly
fastened, in the first configuration, to the vessel body
(2) in such a manner as to form said loop.

9. The vessel according to claim 1, wherein the handle
(11) has a free end (14) designed to be reversibly
fastened, in the second configuration, to the vessel
body (2) in such a manner as to extend above and
if necessary across the mouth (7).

10. The vessel according to claim 1, wherein the at least
one first brush-holder seat (19) comprises a hole or
other through opening through which the handle of
a brush (P1, P2) can be inserted.

11. The vessel according to claim 10, wherein the at least
one first brush-holder seat (19) comprises one or
more lobes and/or flaps (21) designed to deform
when the handle of a brush (P1, P2) is inserted in
the at least one first brush-holder seat (19), if nec-
essary adhering to this handle.

12. The vessel according to claim 1, where at least dur-
ing passage from the first to the second configuration
or vice versa, the handle (11) has at least one free
end (14) not constrained to the vessel body (2).

13. The vessel according to claim 1, wherein, when a
part of a brush (P1, P2) is secured in the at least one
first brush-holder seat (19), the handle (11) is de-
signed to hold the brush upright with the bristles im-
mersed in a liquid contained in the cavity (3), in a
position fixed and/or with substantially stable bal-
ance.

14. The vessel according to claim 13, wherein the handle
(11) is designed to hold the brush upright with the
bristles immersed in a liquid contained in the cavity
(3), in a position fixed and/or with substantially stable
balance at least in the second configuration.

Patentansprüche

1. Anstrichbehälter (1), umfassend:

- einen Behälterkörper (2), der einen Boden (5)
bildet, und mindestens einen Seitenwand (6),
der einem Hohlraum (3) bildet, um eine ange-
messene Menge von Anstrichfarbe oder ande-
rem Farbstoff für den Anstrich zu enthalten, wo-
bei der Hohlraum (3) am oberen Ende so geöff-
net ist, dass er eine Mündung (7) bildet;
- einen Griff (11), die an dem Behälterkörper (2)
befestigt ist oder vom Behälterkörper (2) in ei-
nem einzigen Stück gebildet ist, wobei:
- der Behälter von einem Benutzer durch den
Griff gehalten werden kann;
- der Griff (11) ist mit mindestens einem ersten
Platz für einen Pinselhalter (19) versehen, der
für die Befestigung eines Pinselteils (P1, P2) -
zum Beispiel des Pinselstiels - sowie für die Hal-
tung des Pinsels wesentlich aufrecht, mit den
Borsten in einer in dem Hohlraum (3) enthalte-
nen Flüssigkeit versenkbar, vorgesehen ist; da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass der Griff (11) so
gestaltet ist, dass er von einer ersten Gestal-
tung, wobei er sich den Seitenwand (6) entlang
erstreckt und einen Kreis dabei bildet, zu einer
zweiten Gestaltung, wobei er sich oberhalb und
nötigenfalls auf der anderen Seite der Mündung
(7) erstreckt, durchquert.
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2. Behälter nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Griff (11) zu-
sammen mit dem Behälterkörper (2) den Kreis bildet,
und wobei ein Benutzer einen oder mehreren Finger
in den Kreis hineinstecken kann, um den Anstrich-
behälter (1) während der Benutzung in der Hand zu
halten.

3. Behälter nach Anspruch 1, wobei, wenn der Griff (11)
sich oberhalb und nötigenfalls auf der anderen Seite
der Mündung (7) erstreckt, der erste Platz für einen
Pinselhalter (19) oberhalb oder jedenfalls vor der
Mündung (7) liegt.

4. Behälter nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Griff (11) an
dem Rest des Anstrichbehälters (1) scharniert ist
und so gestaltet ist, dass er von der ersten zu der
zweiten Gestaltung durch Drehung durchquert.

5. Behälter nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Griff (11) einen
Streifen aus einem wesentlich flexibleren Stoff um-
fasst als dem Behälterkörper (2).

6. Behälter nach Anspruch 5, wobei der Stoff des Strei-
fens wesentlich Kautschuk oder Elastomer ist, und
mit den folgenden Merkmalen:

- Shore-A-Härte wesentlich kleiner als oder
gleich 70 Grad;
- Shore-A-Härte wesentlich kleiner als oder
gleich 60 Grad;
- Elastizitätsmodul wesentlich kleiner als oder
gleich 350 MPa.

7. Behälter nach Anspruch 4, wobei der Griff (11) an
oder bei der Mündung (7) scharniert ist.

8. Behälter nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Griff (11) ein
freies Ende (14) hat, das so gestaltet ist, dass es in
der ersten Gestaltung an dem Behälterkörper (2) so
abänderlich befestigt ist, dass es den genannten
Kreis bildet.

9. Behälter nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Griff (11) ein
freies Ende (14) hat, das so gestaltet ist, dass es in
der zweiten Gestaltung an dem Behälterkörper (2)
so abänderlich befestigt ist, dass es sich oberhalb
und nötigenfalls auf der anderen Seite der Mündung
(7) erstreckt.

10. Behälter nach Anspruch 1, wobei der mindestens
ein erster Platz für einen Pinselhalter (19) ein Loch
oder eine durchgehende Öffnung umfasst, wodurch
ein Pinselstiel (P1, P2) hineingesteckt werden kann.

11. Behälter nach Anspruch 10, wobei der mindestens
ein erster Platz für einen Pinselhalter (19) einen Lap-
pen und/oder eine Rippe oder mehreren Lappen
und/oder Rippen (21) umfasst, die verformt werden,

wenn ein Pinselstiel (P1, P2) in den mindestens ei-
nen ersten Platz für einen Pinselhalter (19) hinein-
gesteckt wird, nötigenfalls haftend an solchem Pin-
selstiel.

12. Behälter nach Anspruch 1, wobei, mindestens wäh-
rend des Durchgangs von der ersten zu der zweiten
Gestaltung oder umgekehrt, der Griff (11) mindes-
tens ein freies, von dem Behälterkörper (2) unab-
hängiges Ende (14) hat.

13. Behälter nach Anspruch 1, wobei, wenn ein Pinselteil
(P1, P2) an dem mindestens einem ersten Platz für
einen Pinselhalter (19) befestigt ist, der Griff (11) so
gestaltet ist, dass er den Pinsel aufrecht, mit den
Borsten in einer in dem Hohlraum (3) enthaltenen
Flüssigkeit versenkt, in einer festen Stellung
und/oder in einem wesentlich stabilen Gleichge-
wicht, hält.

14. Behälter nach Anspruch 13, wobei der Griff (11) so
gestaltet ist, dass er den Pinsel aufrecht, mit den
Borsten in einer in dem Hohlraum (3) enthaltenen
Flüssigkeit versenkt, in einer festen Stellung
und/oder in einem wesentlich stabilen Gleichge-
wicht, mindestens in der zweiten Gestaltung, hält.

Revendications

1. Récipient pour peinture (1), comprenant:

- un corps du récipient (2) qui forme un fond (5)
et au moins une paroi latérale (6) qui forme une
cavité (3) conçue pour contenir une quantité de
peinture ou autre substance colorante appro-
priée pour la peinture, dans lequel la cavité (3)
est ouverte à l’extrémité supérieure de façon à
former une embouchure (7);
- une poignée (11) fixée au corps du récipient
(2) ou formée en une seule partie avec le corps
du récipient (2), dans lequel:
- le récipient peut être tenu dans la main d’un
usager par la poignée;
- la poignée (11) est pourvue d’au moins un pre-
mier logement de porte-pinceau (19) conçu pour
fixer une partie d’un pinceau (P1, P2), - par
exemple la poignée du pinceau - et garder le
pinceau essentiellement debout, les soies im-
mergeables dans un liquide contenu dans la ca-
vité (3); caractérisé en ce que la poignée (11)
est conçue pour passer d’une première configu-
ration, dans laquelle elle s’étend le long de la
paroi latérale (6) de façon à former un boucle,
à une deuxième configuration, dans laquelle elle
s’étend par-dessus et, si nécessaire, à travers
l’embouchure (7).
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2. Récipient selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la
poignée (11) est conçue pour former le boucle en
association avec le corps du récipient (2) et dans
lequel un usager peut introduire un ou plusieurs
doigts dans le boucle pour tenir le récipient pour pein-
ture (1) dans la main pendant l’usage.

3. Récipient selon la revendication 1, dans lequel,
quand la poignée (11) est étendue par-dessus et, si
nécessaire, à travers l’embouchure (7), le premier
logement de porte-pinceau (19) se trouve par-des-
sus ou de toute façon face à l’embouchure (7).

4. Récipient selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la
poignée (11) est fixée au moyen d’une charnière au
reste du récipient pour peinture (1) et est conçue
pour passer, moyennant une rotation, de la première
à la deuxième configuration.

5. Récipient selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la
poignée (11) comprend une bande d’un matériau
plus souple que le matériau dont le corps du récipient
(2) est fait.

6. Récipient selon la revendication 5, dans lequel le
matériau de la bande est essentiellement du caout-
chouc ou un élastomère, et qui présente une ou plu-
sieurs des caractéristiques suivantes:

- Dureté Shore A essentiellement égale ou infé-
rieure à 70 degrés;
- Dureté Shore A essentiellement égale ou infé-
rieure à 60 degrés;
- module d’élasticité essentiellement égal ou in-
férieur à 350 MPa.

7. Récipient selon la revendication 4, dans lequel la
poignée (11) est fixée au moyen d’une charnière en
correspondance ou en proximité de l’embouchure
(7) .

8. Récipient selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la
poignée (11) a une extrémité libre (14) conçue pour
être fixée réversiblement, dans la première configu-
ration, au corps du récipient (2) de façon à former
ledit boucle.

9. Récipient selon la revendication 1, dans lequel la
poignée (11) a une extrémité libre (14) conçue pour
être fixée réversiblement, dans la deuxième confi-
guration, au corps du récipient (2) de façon à s’éten-
dre par-dessus et, se nécessaire, à travers l’embou-
chure (7).

10. Récipient selon la revendication 1, dans lequel le au
moins un premier logement de porte-pinceau (19)
comprend un trou ou autre orifice passant, à travers
lequel la poignée d’un pinceau (P1, P2) peut être

introduite.

11. Récipient selon la revendication 10, dans lequel le
au moins un premier logement de porte-pinceau (19)
comprend un lobe e/ou une ailette ou plusieurs lobes
et/ou ailettes (21) conçus pour se déformer quand
la poignée d’un pinceau (P1, P2) est introduite dans
l’au moins un premier logement de porte-pinceau
(19), si nécessaire adhérant à cette poignée.

12. Récipient selon la revendication 1, dans lequel, au
moins pendant le passage de la première à la deuxiè-
me configuration ou vice versa, la poignée (11) a au
moins une extrémité libre (14), qui n’est pas engagée
au corps du récipient (2).

13. Récipient selon la revendication 1, dans lequel,
quand une partie d’un pinceau (P1, P2) est fixée
dans le au moins un premier logement de porte-pin-
ceau (19), la poignée (11) est conçue pour garder le
pinceau debout, les soies immergées dans un liquide
contenu dans la cavité (3), dans une position fixe
et/ou essentiellement en équilibre stable.

14. Récipient selon la revendication 13, dans lequel la
poignée (11) est conçue pour garder le pinceau de-
bout, les soies immergées dans un liquide contenu
dans la cavité (3), dans une position fixe et/ou es-
sentiellement en équilibre stable au moins dans la
deuxième configuration.
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