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(54) PACKAGE BODY

(57)  ltis an object of the invention to provide a tech-
nique which can prevent the occurrence of a wrinkle or
bend in a lid which opens and closes an opening of a
package. A body 110 of a package 100 has an opening
112 through which wet tissues 130 are taken out. A lid
120 of the package 100 has an opening-closing portion

FIG. 3

i1t

120B formed by a laminated portion of a first sheet 121
and a second sheet 122, and a proximal portion 120A
formed by a portion of the second sheet 122 which pro-
trudes from the first sheet 121. A corner 122a of the prox-
imal portion 120A of the lid 120 on the side opposite to
the opening-closing portion 120B is rounded. The corner
122a may be chamfered.
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Description
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Field of the Invention

[0001] The present invention relates to a package for
storing an article for dispensation and more particularly,
to a package manufactured with improved workability.

Description of the related Art

[0002] Various kinds of wet tissues are available which
are formed by a sheet-type fibrous material, such as tis-
sue paper and nonwoven fabric, and impregnated with
liquid such as chemicals, skin lotion and alcohol. Gener-
ally, such wet tissues are stored in a package formed of
a flexible material. The package includes a body having
a wet-tissue storage space in which an article is stored
and an opening through which the article is taken out of
the article storage space, and a lid for opening and clos-
ing the opening of the body. The lid is bonded to a top of
the body by an adhesive such that it can be repeatedly
peeled off. Japanese non-examined laid-open Patent
Publication No. 11-268783 discloses a package having
a lid which includes a body portion in which a first sheet
and a second sheet are stacked and an extended portion
in which only the second sheet is extended.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0003] Inthelid of the known package, only the second
sheet forming the extended portion is extended from the
body portion in which the first and second sheets are
stacked. During manufacturing such a package, a wrinkle
may occur in the second sheet of the lid.

It is, accordingly, an object of the invention to provide a
technique for manufacturing a package with improved
workability.

[0004] In one aspect of the present invention, a pack-
age is provided with a body and a lid. The body of the
package has an article storage space in which an article
is stored and an opening through which the article is taken
out of the article storage space. The body of the package
is formed, for example, of a laminate film, or typically a
heat-sealing film. The article to be stored in the body of
the package includes a wet tissue formed by impregnat-
ing a sheet-type base material made of a fibrous material
with liquid.

The lid of the body has an opening-closing portion that
covers the opening of the body and a proximal portion
that extends from the opening-closing portion. The open-
ing-closing portion of the lid has a larger area than the
opening of the body. The lid is formed by stacking a sec-
ond sheet which is larger than a first sheet, on top of the
first sheet. The opening-closing portion of the lid is formed
by alaminated portion of the first and second sheets, and
the proximal portion of the lid is formed by a portion of
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the second sheet which protrudes from the first sheet.
The second sheet preferably has a lower flexural rigidity
than the first sheet. The lid is bonded to a top of the body
by an adhesive applied to one side of the lid. One side
of the lid comprises a side of the first sheet forming the
opening-closing portion which faces away from the sec-
ond sheet and a side of the second sheet forming the
proximal portion which faces the first sheet. At this time,
preferably, the proximal portion is bonded to an area in
which the opening is not formed, and the opening-closing
portion is bonded in a position in which it covers the open-
ing. Further, typically, the second sheet is bonded to the
first sheet and to the top of the body of the package by
a second adhesive which is applied to one side of the
second sheet. The first sheet is bonded to the top of the
body of the package by a first adhesive which is applied
to a side of the first sheet which faces away from the
second sheet (one side of the first sheet). In this case,
an adhesive having a higher adhesive strength than the
firstadhesive is preferably used as the second adhesive.
In a construction in which the opening-closing portion of
the lid is formed by a laminated portion of the first and
second sheets, and the proximal portion of the lid is
formed by a portion of the second sheet which protrudes
from the first sheet, a corner of the proximal portion on
the side opposite to the opening-closing portion has a
lower rigidity. Particularly, a corner having a pointed
shape (such as a square shape) has a much lower rigid-
ity. As a result, the corner may warp or bend by a force
acting upon the corner of the proximal portion during
manufacturing of the package. If the lid having such a
warp or bend in the corner of the proximal portion is bond-
ed to the top of the body, a wrinkle will occur in the second
sheet of the lid.

In this invention, in order to prevent the occurrence of a
wrinkle in the second sheet of the lid, the corner of the
proximal portion of the lid on the side opposite to the
opening-closing portion is rounded. By thus shaping the
corner of the proximal portion, the rigidity of the corner
can be made higher, so that the corner can be prevented
from warping or bending by the force acting upon the
proximal portion. The radius of curvature of the corner of
the proximal portion is set to an appropriate value ac-
cording to the length and the width of the proximal portion,
the thickness of the first sheet terming the opening-clos-
ing portion, or other similar factors, such that the occur-
rence of a wrinkle in the second sheet of the lid can be
prevented. Preferably, the radius of curvature of the cor-
neris setto 1.5 mm atthe minimum. The maximum radius
of curvature of the corner of the proximal portion is de-
termined according to the length or strength of the prox-
imal portion or other similar factors.

In this invention, the thickness of the lid of the package
changes at aboundary between the opening-closing por-
tion and the proximal portion. Thus, when the opening-
closing portion of the lid is peeled off the top of the body
and turned over toward the proximal portion, the bound-
ary between the opening-closing portion and the proximal
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portion functions as a hinge. Therefore, when the open-
ing-closing portion of the lid is turned over toward the
proximal portion, the proximal portion of the lid can be
prevented from being peeled off together with the open-
ing-closing portion. Further, when the opening-closing
portion of the lid is turned over toward the proximal por-
tion, the opening-closing portion is held tilted toward the
proximal portion under its own weight. As a result, the
user can perform the opening or closing operation of the
opening-closing portion of the lid and the operation of
taking out the article by one hand. Further, due to the
rounded shape of the corner of the proximal portion of
the lid on the side opposite to the opening-closing portion,
the rigidity of the corner becomes higher, so that the cor-
ner can be prevented from warping or bending by the
force acting upon the corner. As a result, the occurrence
of a wrinkle in the second sheet (the proximal portion) of
the lid can be prevented, so that a package can be man-
ufactured with improved workability.

[0005] In another aspect of the invention, in order to
prevent the occurrence of a wrinkle in the second sheet
of the lid, the corner of the proximal portion of the lid on
the side opposite to the opening-closing portion is cham-
fered by cutting off a tip end portion of a square (for ex-
ample, right-angled) corner in a predetermined chamfer-
ing dimension at a predetermined chamfering angle. The
chamfering angle is an angle of a cutting face with respect
to one of the edges which form the corner, and the cham-
fering dimension is a distance between a cutting point
and the tip end of the corner. By chamfering the corner
of the proximal portion, the rigidity of the corner becomes
higher, so that the proximal portion can be prevented
from warping or bending by the force acting upon the
proximal portion. For chamfering the corner of the prox-
imal portion, the chamfering angle and the chamfering
dimension are set to appropriate values according to the
length and the width of the proximal portion, the thickness
of the first sheet forming the opening-closing portion, or
other similar factors, such that the rigidity of the proximal
portion of the lid can be made higher and thus the occur-
rence of a wrinkle in the second sheet of the lid can be
prevented. Preferably, the chamfering angle is set to 45
degrees (or about 45 degrees) and the chamfering di-
mension is setto 1.5 mm at the minimum. The maximum
chamfering dimension is determined according to the
length or strength of the proximal portion or other similar
factors.

In this invention, like in the first aspect of the invention,
the boundary between the opening-closing portion and
the proximal portion functions as a hinge. Therefore,
when the opening-closing portion of the lid is turned over
toward the proximal portion, the proximal portion of the
lid can be prevented from being peeled off together with
the opening-closing portion. Further, the opening-closing
portion is held tilted toward the proximal portion, so that
the user can perform the opening or closing operation of
the opening-closing portion of the lid and the operation
of taking out the article by one hand. Further, due to the
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chamfered corner of the proximal portion of the lid on the
side opposite to the opening-closing portion, the rigidity
of the corner becomes higher, so that the corner can be
prevented from warping or bending by the force acting
upon the corner. As a result, the occurrence of a wrinkle
in the second sheet of the lid can be prevented, so that
a package can be manufactured with improved worka-
bility.

[0006] According to this invention, the proximal portion
of the lid can be prevented from being peeled off the top
of the body, and the opening or closing operation of the
opening-closing portion of the lid and the operation of
taking out the article can be performed by one hand of
the user. Further, the occurrence of a wrinkle in the sec-
ond sheet of the lid can be prevented, so that the work-
ability can be improved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
[0007]

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing a package ac-
cording to an embodiment of the present invention,
with an opening closed.

FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken along line lI-Il in FIG.
1.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing the package
according to the embodiment of the present inven-
tion, with an opening opened.

FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along line IV-IV in
FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 is a view for illustrating a problem of a lid of
a package in which a proximal portion has a square
corner.

FIG. 6 is a view for illustrating a problem of a lid of
a package in which a proximal portion has a square
corner.

FIG. 7 shows a lid of the package according to the
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 8 shows a lid of the package according to an-
other embodiment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0008] A package 100 for storing wet tissues 130 for
dispensation is now explained as a representative em-
bodiment of the present invention.

Wet tissues 130 mean a sheet-type base material made
of a fibrous material (cf. nonwoven fabric, gauze, cotton
sheet, tissue paper) and impregnated with liquid (cf. al-
cohol, antiseptic solution, skin lotion). The wet tissues
130 are features that correspond to the "article" accord-
ing to this invention.

[0009] The construction of the package 100 of this em-
bodimentis explained with reference to FIGS. 1to 4. FIG.
1is a perspective view showing the package 100 with an
opening 112 closed, and FIG. 2 is a sectional view taken
along line II-ll in FIG. 1. FIG. 3 is a perspective view
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showing the package 100 with the opening 112 opened,
and FIG. 4 is a sectional view taken along line IV-1V in
FIG. 3.

The package 100 includes a body 110 and a lid 120. The
body 110 and the lid 120 are features that correspond to
the "body of the package" and the "lid of the package",
respectively, according to this invention.

[0010] The body 110 of the package 100 is formed by
an upper wall 110a and a bottom wall 110b and has a
wet-tissue storage space 110H in which the wet tissues
130 are stored. Further, the body 110 of the package 100
has the opening 112 which is formed in the upper wall
110a such that the wet tissues 130 can be taken out of
the wet-tissue storage space 110H through the opening.
Here, the side of the body in which the opening 112 is
formed is referred to as the "upper wall". The wet-tissue
storage space 110H and the opening 112 are features
that correspond to the "article storage space" and the
"opening of the body of the package through which the
article is taken out of the article storage space", respec-
tively, according to this invention.

The wet tissues 130 are stored in the wet-tissue storage
space 110H in such a manner as to be taken out one by
one through the opening 112. Preferably, the wet tissues
130 are stored such that, when a first wet tissue 130 is
taken out through the opening 112, an underlying second
wet tissue 130 is partially exposed outward through the
opening 112. For example, the wet tissues 130 are indi-
vidually folded in two and stacked one on the other in
such orientation that a folding direction of the wet tissues
130 is alternately reversed. Then, an end of a lower half
(in the laminated state) of a wet tissue 130 is located
below an end of an upper half (in the laminated state) of
an underlying wet tissue 130.

[0011] The body 110 of the package 100 is formed, for
example, of a film which can be fusion bonded by heating
or heat-sealed (which filmis referred to as a "heat-sealing
film"). Typically, the body 110 of the package 100 is
formed by wrapping the wet tissues 130 with a heat-seal-
ing film, pressing and heating a longitudinal sealing part
(notshown) and lateral sealing parts 111a, 111b in which
the heat-sealing film edges are overlapped with each oth-
er, so that the heat-sealing film edges are bonded at the
longitudinal sealing part and the lateral sealing parts 111
a, 111b. The longitudinal sealing part is formed on the
underside of the body 110 along the direction in which
the heat-sealing film is fed during manufacturing of the
package 100. The lateral sealing parts 111a, 111b are
formed on front and rear ends or opposite ends of the
heat-sealing film in the direction in which the heat-sealing
film is fed during manufacturing of the package 100, and
extend along a direction perpendicular to the feed direc-
tion.

Various kinds of films which can be fusion bonded by
heating or heat-sealed can be used as the heat-sealing
film for forming the body 110 of the package 100. In this
embodiment, in which the heat-sealing film is used for
packing the wet tissues 130, it is preferable to use one
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that can hold the wet tissues 130 in wet condition (or
prevent drying). For example, a laminate film is used
which includes a protective layer made of polyethylene
terephthalate (PET) resin, a moisture keeping layer (dry-
ing prevention layer) made of aluminum, and a heat-seal-
ing layer made of biaxial oriented polypropylene resin.
In order to form the body 110 by using such a heat-sealing
film, edges of the heat-sealing film are laid one on top of
the other such that portions of the heat-sealing layer (bi-
axial oriented polypropylene resin layer) which are locat-
ed at the longitudinal and lateral sealing parts are op-
posed to each other. Thus, when the longitudinal and
lateral sealing parts are heated, the opposed upper and
lower portions of the heat-sealing layer (biaxial oriented
polypropylene resin layer) are melted and bonded togeth-
er at the sealing parts. The protective layer may be omit-
ted. Further, the moisture keeping layer (drying preven-
tion layer) is not limited to an aluminum layer, butincludes
any layers which can hold the wet tissues 130 in wet
condition within the wet-tissue storage space 110H. The
heat-sealing layer is not limited to a biaxial oriented poly-
propylene resin layer, but includes any layers which can
be heat-sealed.

[0012] Inthis embodiment, the heat-sealing film which
forms the body 110 has perforations along an opening
edge 112a in a portion corresponding to the upper wall
110a of the body 110. An opening formation part 110A
of the heat-sealing film which is bordered by the perfo-
rations (the opening edge 112a) is peeled off the body
110 when an opening-closing portion 120B of the lid 120
bonded to the top of the body 110 is peeled off the body
110 for the first time, which will be described below in
further detail. Thus, the opening 112 is formed in the up-
per wall 110a of the body 110 by peeling off the opening
formation part 110A from the body 110.

The opening 112 (the opening edge 112a) can have var-
ious shapes which allow the wet tissues 130 to be taken
out of the wet-tissue storage space 110H, such as an
elliptical shape having major and minor axes, a circular
shape and a rectangular shape. In this embodiment, the
opening 112 (the opening edge 112a) having an elliptical
shape is formed in the body 110. The elliptical shape of
the opening 112 is formed such that the major axis runs
in the longitudinal direction of the body 110 (in the direc-
tion in which the longitudinal sealing part extends) and
the minor axis runs in a direction perpendicular to the
longitudinal direction of the body 110 (in the direction in
which the lateral sealing parts extend).

Further, a heat-sealing film having the opening 112
formed in advance may also be used to form the body
110.

[0013] The lid 120 of the package 100 includes the
opening-closing portion 120B, a proximal portion 120A
extending from one end of the opening-closing portion
120B, and a tab portion (tip) 120C extending from the
other end of the opening-closing portion 120B (which fac-
es away from the proximal portion 120A). The opening-
closing portion 120B has a larger area than the opening
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112 of the body 110. The lid 120 is bonded to the top of
the upper wall 110a of the body 110 by an adhesive which
is applied to one side of the lid. At this time, the proximal
portion 120A is bonded to a portion of the upper wall in
which the opening 112 is not formed, and the opening-
closing portion 120B is bonded in a position in which it
covers the opening 112. The tab portion 120C is used
as a tab for opening and closing the opening-closing por-
tion 120B. Therefore, preferably, an adhesive is not ap-
plied to the tab portion 120C. It is suitable to use an ad-
hesive which can bond at least the opening-closing por-
tion 120B to the top of the upper wall 110a of the body
110 such that the opening-closing portion 120B can be
repeatedly peeled off. For example, a pressure sensitive
adhesive is used.

[0014] In order to take out a wet tissue 130 from the
wet-tissue storage space 110H, the tab portion 120C of
the lid 120 is picked up and the opening-closing portion
120B is peeled off the top of the upper wall 110a of the
body 110. Then the opening-closing portion 120B is
turned over toward the proximal portion 120A in order to
open the opening 112. In this state, when the tab portion
120c is released, the wet tissues 130 cannot be taken
out if the opening-closing portion 120B tilts toward the
top of the upper wall 110a of the body 110 by the resil-
iency of the lid 120. In this case, it is difficult to perform
the opening or closing operation of the opening-closing
portion 120B and the operation of taking out the wet tis-
sues 130 by one hand.

In this embodiment, in order to make it possible to take
out the wet tissues 130 from the package 100 by one
hand, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 4, the lid 120 of the pack-
age 100 is formed by a first sheet 121 and a second sheet
122 stacked one on the other. The first sheet 121 has a
shape corresponding to the opening-closing portion
120B. The second sheet 122 is larger than the first sheet
121 and has a shape corresponding to the proximal por-
tion 120A, the opening-closing portion 120B and the tab
portion 120C.

The first sheet 121 is formed, for example, by a sheet or
synthetic paper made of polypropylene (PP) resin or pol-
yethylene terephthalate (PET) resin. The first sheet 121
is formed in the thickness of 50 to 100 wm, or preferably
in the thickness of 70 pm. The second sheet 122 is
formed, for example, by a sheet made of polypropylene
(PP) resin or polyethylene terephthalate (PET) resin. The
second sheet 122 is formed in the thickness of 10 to 20
wm, or preferably in the thickness of 20 um. Specifically,
the second sheet 122 has a thickness smaller than that
of the first sheet 121. Therefore, the flexural rigidity of
the second sheet 122 is lower than that of the first sheet
121. The way of making the flexural rigidity of the second
sheet 122 lower than that of the first sheet 121 is not
limited to the way in which a difference is made between
the first and second sheets in thickness, but, for this pur-
pose, the first and second sheets may be made different
in materials.

[0015] A first adhesive 123 is applied to one side of
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the first sheet 121, and a second adhesive 124 is applied
to one side of the second sheet 121. In this embodiment,
the second adhesive 124 is not applied to a portion cor-
responding to the tab portion 120C which is used as a
tab. As the first and second adhesives 123,124, for ex-
ample, acrylic adhesives may be used.

The first and second sheets 121, 122 are bonded togeth-
er by the second adhesive 124, or in other words, stacked
one on the other. At this time, the other side of the first
sheet 121 is bonded to a portion of the one side of the
second sheet 122 which corresponds to the opening-
closing portion 120B. As a result, the opening-closing
portion 120B of the lid 120 is formed by a laminated por-
tion of the first and second sheets 121,122, the proximal
portion 120A is formed by a portion of the second sheet
122 which protrudes from one end of the first sheet 121,
and the tab portion 120C is formed by a portion of the
second sheet 122 which protrudes from the other end of
the first sheet 121. Designated by 120D is a boundary
between the opening-closing portion 120B and the prox-
imal portion 120A. The thickness of the lid 120 changes
at the boundary 120D. The lid 120 is bonded to the top
of the upper wall 110a of the body 110 by the first adhe-
sive 123 which is applied to one side of the first sheet
121 forming the opening-closing portion 120B and by the
second adhesive 124 which is applied to one side (on
the same side as the one side of the first sheet 121) of
the second sheet 122 forming the proximal portion 120A.
Under normal conditions, the opening-closing portion
120B is bonded to the top of the upper wall 110a of the
body 110 in order to prevent the wet tissues 130 from
drying. In order to take out the wet tissues 130, the open-
ing-closing portion 120B is peeled off the top of the upper
wall 110a of the body 110 so that the opening 112 is
opened. Therefore, the second adhesive 124 is used
which can bond the opening-closing portion 120B to the
top of the upper wall 110a of the body 110 such that the
opening-closing portion 120B can be repeatedly peeled
off.

Here, if the adhesive strength of the second adhesive
124 is the same as that of the first adhesive 123, the
proximal portion 120A may also be peeled off the top of
the upper wall 110a of the body 110 when the opening-
closing portion 120B is peeled off the top of the upper
wall 110a of the body 110 and turned over toward the
proximal portion 120A. Therefore, in this embodiment,
an adhesive having a higher adhesive strength than the
first adhesive 123 is used as the second adhesive 124.
[0016] Operation of taking out the wet tissues 130 from
the wet-tissue storage space 110H through the opening
112 of the body 110 is now described.

In order for a user to take out a wet tissue 130 through
the opening 112, the tab portion (tip) 120C is picked and
pulled up by the fingers. For example, the tab portion
120C is pulled up above the top of the upper wall 110a
and toward the proximal portion 110A. Thus, the opening-
closing portion 120B bonded to the top of the upper wall
110a by the first adhesive 121 is peeled off the top of the
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upper wall 110a beginning at the tab portion 120C and
turned over toward the proximal portion 120A. When the
opening-closing portion 120B is peeled off for the first
time, the opening formation part 110A which is bordered
by the perforations formed along the opening edge 112a
is peeled off while being kept bonded to the first sheet
121 by the first adhesive 123. Thus, the opening 112 is
formed in the upper wall 110a of the body 110.

In this embodiment, the second adhesive 124 for bonding
the proximal portion 120A of the lid 120 to the body 110
has a higher adhesive strength than the first adhesive
123 for bonding the opening-closing portion 120B of the
lid 120 to the body 110. Therefore, when the opening-
closing portion 120B is peeled off up to the boundary
120D between the opening-closing portion 120B and the
proximal portion 120A, the user can recognize by in-
creased reaction force applied to the user’s fingers that
the opening-closing portion 124B has been peeled off up
to the boundary 120D.

Further, in this embodiment, the opening-closing portion
120B of the lid 120 is formed by the laminated portion of
the first and second sheets 121,122, and the proximal
portion 120A of the lid 120 is formed by a portion of the
second sheet 122 which protrudes from the first sheet
121. Thus, the thickness of the lid 120 changes at the
boundary 120D between the opening-closing portion
120B and the proximal portion 120A. Therefore, when
the opening-closing portion 120B is peeled offup to the
boundary 120D, the boundary 120D functions as a hinge,
so that the force of peeling off the opening-closing portion
120B is absorbed as a force of rotating the opening-clos-
ing portion 120B around the boundary 120D.

Further, in this embodiment, the second sheet 122 has
alower flexuralrigidity than the first sheet 121. Therefore,
as shown in FIG. 4, when the opening-closing portion
120B is peeled off up to the boundary 120D, the opening-
closing portion 120B is held tilted toward the proximal
portion 120A under its own weight. In this state, even if
the tab portion 120C is released, the opening-closing por-
tion 120B is prevented from tilting toward the opening
112. Therefore, the user can perform the opening or clos-
ing operation of the opening-closing portion 120B and
the operation of taking out the wet tissues 130 by one
hand.

In order to prevent the wet tissues 130 from drying, when
the wet tissues 130 are not in use, the tab portion 120C
is returned to the opening 112 side and the opening-clos-
ing portion 120B is bonded to the top of the upper wall
110a of the body 110 by the user.

[0017] As described above, the lid 120 of this embod-
iment includes the opening-closing portion 120B formed
by the laminated portion of the first and second sheets
121, 122, and the proximal portion 120A formed by a
portion of the second sheet 122 which protrudes from
the first sheet 121. Therefore, when the lid 120 is formed
by arranging the second sheet 122 on top of the first
sheet 121, the first sheet 121 is not present under the
portion of the second sheet 122 which forms the proximal
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portion 120A (see FIG. 5). In this case, the portion of the
second sheet 122 which forms the proximal portion 120A
is acted upon by a force under its own weight. This force
becomes larger away from the boundary 120D between
the opening-closing portion 120B and the proximal por-
tion 120A.

Further, in the package 100 of this embodiment, as de-
scribed above, the second sheet 122 forming the proxi-
mal portion 120A of the lid 120 has a lower flexural rigidity
than the first sheet 121 forming the opening-closing por-
tion 120B. Therefore, the proximal portion 120A has a
lower flexural rigidity. Particularly, a corner of the proxi-
mal portion 120A on the side opposite to the opening-
closing portion 120B (where an edge extending from the
boundary 120D and an edge on the side opposite to the
opening-closing portion 120B meet) has a lower flexural
rigidity.

FIG. 5 shows a lid 520 having a pointed (for example,
right-angled) corner 522a in a proximal portion 520A on
the side opposite to an opening-closing portion 520B. In
the lid 520 shown in FIG. 5, the opening-closing portion
520B is formed by a laminated portion of first and second
sheets 521, 522, the proximal portion 520A is formed by
a portion of the second sheet 522 which protrudes from
one end of the first sheet 521, and the tab portion 520C
is formed by a portion of the second sheet 522 which
protrudes from the other end of the first sheet 521. Due
to the pointed shape of the corner 522a of the proximal
portion 520A on the side opposite to the opening-closing
portion 520B, the corner 522a has a particularly lower
flexural rigidity. Therefore, when the lid 520 shown in
FIG. 5 is formed by arranging the second sheet 522 on
top of the first sheet 521, the corner 522a may warp to-
ward the first sheet 521 as shown by the hollow arrow.
Further, during manufacturing of the package 100, in the
state in which the second sheet 522 is arranged on top
of the first sheet 521 in the lid 520, a force F is sometimes
applied to the lid 520 in a direction of the hollow arrow
shown in FIG. 6. When the corner 522a of the proximal
portion 520A has a pointed shape, the force F is applied
as-is to the corner 522a. As a result, the corner 522a may
bend as shown by the solid arrow in FIG. 6.

As described above, when the corner 522a of the prox-
imal portion 520A has a pointed shape, the corner 522a
may warp or bend. If the lid 520 having such a warp or
bend is bonded to the top of the body 110, a wrinkle will
occur in the proximal portion 520A of the lid 520.
[0018] Therefore, in this embodiment, a corner of the
proximal portion is provided with a greater flexural rigidity
in order to prevent the occurrence of a warp or a bend
so as to prevent the occurrence of a wrinkle in the prox-
imal portion of the lid.

FIG. 7 shows the lid 120 of this embodiment. As de-
scribed above, the lid 120 of this embodiment includes
the opening-closing portion 120B formed by the laminat-
ed portion of the first and second sheets 121, 122, the
proximal portion 120A formed by the portion of the sec-
ond sheet 122 which protrudes from one end of the first
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sheet 121, and the tab portion 120C formed by the portion
of the second sheet 122 which protrudes from the other
end of the first sheet 121 (which faces away from the
proximal portion 120A). The corner 122a of the proximal
portion 120A on the side opposite to the opening-closing
portion 120B is rounded. For such rounding operation, a
radius of curvature of the rounded corner is set. When
the corner 122a of the proximal portion 120A has a round-
ed shape, as shown in FIG. 7, the force F acting upon
the corner 122a is scattered. Therefore, the rigidity of the
corner 122a becomes higher than that of a corner having
a pointed shape such as a square shape. Thus, the cor-
ner 122a can be prevented from warping or bending by
the force acting upon the corner 122a, so that the occur-
rence of a wrinkle in the proximal portion 120A of the lid
120 can be prevented.

The radius of curvature of the corner 122a is set to an
appropriate value according to the shape (the length
along the longitudinal direction of the lid 120 and the width
in a direction perpendicular to the longitudinal direction
of the lid 120) of the proximal portion 120A, the thickness
of the first sheet 121 forming the opening-closing portion
120B, or other similar factors, such that the occurrence
of a warp or a bend in the corner 122a of the proximal
portion 120A can be prevented. In experiments made on
the lids 120 of various dimensions, a wrinkle has occurred
in the proximal portion 120A of the lid 120 when the radius
of curvature of the corner 122a is 1 mm, but no wrinkle
has occurred in the proximal portion 120A of the lid 120
when the radius is 1.5 mm. The experimental results
show that it is preferable to set the radius of curvature of
the corner 122ato 1.5 mm at the minimum. The maximum
radius of curvature of the corner 122a is determined ac-
cording to the length of the proximal portion 120A, a de-
sired strength of the proximal portion 120A or other sim-
ilar factors.

[0019] The shape of the corner of the proximal portion
is not limited to the rounded shape. A differently-shaped
lid 420 is shown in FIG. 8.

Inthe lid 420 shown in FIG. 8, a corner 422a of a proximal
portion 420A on the side opposite to an opening-closing
portion 420B is chamfered by cutting off a tip end portion
of the corner 422a. For chamfering, a chamfering angle
0 and a chamfering dimension m are set. The chamfering
angle 0 represents an angle of a cutting face with respect
to one of the edges which form the corner 422a, or, for
example, an angle of a cutting face with respect to an
edge 422d of the proximal portion 420A on the side op-
posite to the opening-closing portion 420B. The cham-
fering dimension m represents a distance between a cut-
ting point and the tip end of the corner 422a, or, for ex-
ample, a distance between a cutting point and an edge
422c which extends from a boundary 420D between the
opening-closing portion 420B and the proximal portion
420A. Also in the case in which the corner 422a of the
proximal portion 420A is chamfered, as shown in FIG. 8,
the force F acting upon the corner 422a is scattered.
Therefore, the rigidity of the corner 422a becomes higher
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than that of a corner having a pointed shape such as a
square shape. Thus, the corner 422a can be prevented
from warping or bending by the force acting upon the
corner 422a, so that the occurrence of a wrinkle in the
proximal portion 420A of the lid 420 can be prevented.
The chamfering shape (chamfering angle and chamfer-
ing dimension) of the corner 422a of the proximal portion
420A is set according to the shape (the length and the
width) of the proximal portion 420A of the lid 420, the
thickness of the first sheet 121 forming the opening-clos-
ing portion 420B, or other similar factors. From the above-
described experimental results, it is found preferable to
set the chamfering shape of the corner 422a such that
the chamfering angle is about 45 degrees and the cham-
fering dimension is 1.5 mm at the minimum. The maxi-
mum chamfering dimension of the corner 422a is deter-
mined according to the length of the proximal portion
420A, a desired strength of the proximal portion 420A or
other similar factors.

[0020] The present invention is not limited to the con-
struction of the above-mentioned embodiments, but rath-
er, may be added to, changed, replaced with alternatives
or otherwise modified.

The package of this invention is not limited to a package
for storing a sheet-type article, such as wet tissues, but
it can also be formed as a package for storing various
other articles.

The opening 112 of the package 100 is described as
being formed in the upper wall 110a of the body 110, but
it is essential that at least part of the opening 112 is
formed in the upper wall 110a of the body 110.

The lid 120 of the package 100 is described as being
formed by the proximal portion 120A, the opening-closing
portion 120B and the tab portion (tip) 120C, but it may
also be formed by the proximal portion 120A and the
opening-closing portion 120B.

The adhesive for bonding the proximal portion 120A of
the lid 120 of the package 100 to the top of the body 110
may be an adhesive having an adhesive strength with
which the proximal portion 120A can be removably bond-
ed to the top of the body 110, or it may be an adhesive
having a adhesive strength with which the proximal por-
tion 120A can be firmly (irremovably) bonded to the top
of the body 110.

The lid 120 of the package 100 is described as being
formed by a lamination of the first and second sheets
121, 122, but it may be formed by a lamination of three
or more sheets.

The opening 112 is described as being formed by forming
perforations along the opening edge 112a in the upper
wall 110a of the body 110 and peeling off the opening
formation part 110A bordered by the perforations, via the
adhesive applied to the lid 120. However, the body 110
having the opening 112 formed in advance may also be
used. In this case, preferably, the first adhesive 123 is
applied to an entire area of the lid 120 other than an area
corresponding to the opening 112.

The package 100 is not limited to the construction de-
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scribed in the above embodiments. For example, the
shape of the package 100, the shape and position of the
opening 112, or the shape and position of the lid 120 can
be appropriately changed. Further, various manners can

forming the proximal portion which faces the first
sheet, and
a corner of the proximal portion of the lid on the

be used to pack the article in the package 100. 5
Description of Numerals
[0021]
10
100 package (sheet-type article package)
110 body of the package
110a upper wall
110b bottom wall
110A opening formation part 15
110H wet-tissue storage space (sheet-type article
storage space)
111 a, 111 b lateral sealing part
112 opening
112a opening edge 20
120, 420, 520 lid of the package
120A, 420A, 520A proximal portion
120B, 420B, 520B opening-closing portion
120C, 420C, 520C tab portion (tip)
120D, 420D, 520D boundary 25
121, 521 first sheet
122, 422, 522 second sheet
122a, 422a, 522a corner
123, 523 first adhesive
124, 524 second adhesive 30
130 wet tissue (sheet-type article)
Claims
35
A package comprising a body and a lid, the body
having an article storage space in which an article
is stored and an opening through which the article
is taken out of the article storage space, the lid having
an opening-closing portion that covers the opening 40
of the body and a proximal portion that extends from
the opening-closing portion, and the lid being bonded
to a top of the body by an adhesive applied to one
side of the lid such that the opening-closing portion
can be peeled off, wherein: 45
the opening-closing portion of the lid is formed
by a laminated portion of a first sheet and a sec-
ond sheet which is larger than the first sheet,
and the proximal portion of the lid is formed by 50
a portion of the second sheet which protrudes
from the first sheet, so that one side of the lid
comprises a side of the first sheet forming the
opening-closing portion which faces away from
the second sheet and a side of the second sheet 55

side opposite to the opening-closing portion is
rounded.

2. A package comprising a body and a lid, the body

having an article storage space in which an article
is stored and an opening through which the article
is taken out of the article storage space, the lid having
an opening-closing portion that covers the opening
of the body and a proximal portion that extends from
the opening-closing portion, and the lid being bonded
to a top of the body by an adhesive applied to one
side of the lid such that the opening-closing portion
can be peeled off, wherein:

the opening-closing portion of the lid is formed
by a laminated portion of a first sheet and a sec-
ond sheet which is larger than the first sheet,
and the proximal portion of the lid is formed by
a portion of the second sheet which protrudes
from the first sheet, so that one side of the lid
comprises a side of the first sheet forming the
opening-closing portion which faces away from
the second sheet and a side of the second sheet
forming the proximal portion which faces the first
sheet, and

a corner of the proximal portion of the lid on the
side opposite to the opening-closing portion is
chamfered.
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