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(54) Modular settee

(57) A modular settee constituted by a frame (10)
having a plurality of holes (2) wherein hooking elements
(6), fixed at the bottom to seat elements such as cushions

(4) and/or backs (5), are engaged. Such settee structure
allows therefore to arrange according to a desired con-
figuration each of the seat elements (4, 5) so as to obtain
the wanted shape.
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Description

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a modular set-
tee, particularly suitable for office furniture or, generally,
work environments.

[0002] As more and more often functional and eco-
nomic needs impose, many offices or work environments
tend to be placed in industrial or civil buildings, having
wide spaces common to several workers. Due to their
different plan in respect of conventional offices having
structurally separate spaces, it is possible to furnishing
these spaces only by pieces of furniture purposely de-
signed. Among the features required for furnishing the
above mentioned work environments there would be also
the opportunity of reconfiguration in the layout of the
present pieces of furniture, for example when following
up a new project there are formed different work groups
in respect of the preceding project groups and, therefore,
it is necessary to reassign spaces and resources within
the office or work environment. From this point of view
and with reference only to the furnishing, each piece of
furniture, such as desks, cabinets, bookcases, chairs and
the like has to be easily movable and reconfigurable both
inside themselves and in respect of the remaining pieces
of furniture.

[0003] Main object of the presentinvention is therefore
to provide a piece of said furniture, that is a settee, able
to be formed and arranged so as to fit the space and
needs of one or more work groups.

[0004] A detailed description of a modular settee ac-
cording to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion will be now provided, taken with reference to the
annexed drawings, wherein:

fig. 1 is a perspective view of the main structure, or
frame, of the modular settee according to a preferred
embodiment of the present invention,

fig. 2 is a perspective view of the structure in fig. 1
also comprising a cushion,

figs. 3 and 4 are perspective views of the structure
in fig. 1 comprising other cushions,

fig. 5 is a perspective view of the modular settee
according to the embodiment in fig. 1 fully assem-
bled, and

fig. 6 is a perspective view of the hooking elements
needed for arranging each cushion or like element
on the structure in fig. 1.

[0005] With reference now to fig. 1, a frame 10 is con-
stituted by a generally rectangular plane 1 having a plu-
rality of holes 2 formed, within the particular embodiment
disclosed, parallel to the two sides of said plane 1. A pair
of supports 3 is then placed at two opposite sides of the
plane 1 such that it keeps raised in respect of the floor
at a height sufficient for providing a comfortable seat. In
fig. 2 the frame 10 of fig. 1, on which a cushion 4 provided
at the bottom, as best illustrated hereinafter, with hooking
elements for said holes 2 formed on the plane 1 of the
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frame 10, is shown. Figs. 3 to 5 illustrate the same frame
10 of the preceding figures, on which other cushions 4
or backs 5 (see fig. 5) have been mounted, according to
a desired arrangement and, therefore, variable depend-
ing on the user needs. Fig. 6, finally, shows a portion of
the bottom face of said cushions 4 or back 5 provided
with hooking elements 6, in the particular embodiment,
constituted basically by step shaped sheet-steel wherein
one of the two parallel faces 6a and 6b, laying on different
planes, are joined by a face 6¢ perpendicular thereto:
therefore one of the two parallel faces - for example the
face 6a - is fastened, according to any known system, to
the bottom side of said cushions 4 or back 5 whilst the
other face 6b, parallel to the preceding face, abuts
against bottom portion of said plane 1 next to the hole 2
in which it is inserted. From the just provided description
itis clear that different embodiments using the same prin-
ciple and which can be different from one another - for
example - on the basis of the size and shape of the frame
10 and/or the arrangement of said holes 2 formed on said
frame, may arise; it is also clear that the choice of the
arrangement of the hooking elements 6 would be made
so as to fit the arrangement of the holes 2 and the size
of the plane 1. Moreover, elements shaped in a different
way in respect of the previously disclosed elements, that
is the cushions 4 and/or the backs 5, could be parts of
the modular settee according to the present invention.
[0006] Even though it has been previously envisioned
the fact that the modular settee is particularly suitable for
furnishing offices or work environments, it excellently
proves to be also used in waiting rooms of clinics, hos-
pitals, public offices, train stations, airports and boarding
rooms of airports and ports, in general in all the cases in
which the arrangement and the space occupied by set-
teees, as well as the number of the relevant seats, for
example in a case in which a boarding room of an airport
must serve to board alternatively passengers on an air-
plane having 100-180 seats rather than one having
300-500 seats, must be readily transformed.

[0007] The same idea of modularity can be applied to
the seats for other application such as relax and rest ar-
eas in internal or external environments, gyms, comfort
areas, playgrounds and so on.

Claims
1. A modular settee comprising:

(i) a frame (10) provided with a plane (1) and
supports (3) for said plane (1),

(ii) a plurality of holes (2) formed on said plane
(1), and

(iii) a set of supporting elements or seats (4, 5),
provided at the bottom with at least one hooking
element (6) able to be inserted in one of said
holes (2), to be arranged on said plane (2).
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The modular settee according to claim 1, wherein
said hooking element (6) through any one of said
plurality of holes (2) abuts against the bottom portion
of said plane (1) immediately next to said hole (2).

The modular settee according to claim 1, wherein
said hooking element (6) is constituted by a member
shaped so as to have two faces (6a, 6b) parallel to
each other and laying on different planes and a in-
termediate face (6¢) perpendicular in respect of 10
them.
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Fig. 1

Fig. 2









9

Europdisches
Patentamt

European
Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

[y

EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P04C01)

EP 2 324 737 A1

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Application Number

EP 09 42 5474

Category Citation of gfo?eulngeanr:tv;i;}; Si‘r;lzjliecsation, where appropriate, Ee;le;/i;nt zlggflililﬁénoalp%lg THE
X US 4 077 666 A (HEUMANN JULES M) 1-3 INV.
7 March 1978 (1978-03-07) A47C13/00
* column 2, line 6 - column 3, line 35; A47C4/02
figures 1-6 *
X US 97579 A (F. WITTRAM) 1-3
7 December 1869 (1869-12-07)
* page 1; figures 1-3 *
X US 3 058 778 A (CAMPBELL EUGENE W) 1-3
16 October 1962 (1962-10-16)
* column 2, line 11 - column 4, Tline 7;
figures 1-5 *
X FR 2 454 780 Al (CHRYSLER FRANCE PEUGEOT |1-3
[FR]) 21 November 1980 (1980-11-21)
* page 3, line 3 - page 4, line 23;
figures 1-7 *
X US 2 960 152 A (WENDEL GEORGE M) 1-3
15 November 1960 (1960-11-15) TECHNIGAL FIELDS
* column 2, Tine 56 - column 5, line 69; apey
figures 1-14 * A47C
----- A61G
X US 6 637 823 B1 (URSINI JOSEPH [US] ET AL)|1-3
28 October 2003 (2003-10-28)
* column 4, line 42 - column 5, line 20;
figures 1,2 *
X DE 37 24 233 C1 (S & G IMPLANTS GMBH) 1-3
8 September 1988 (1988-09-08)
* column 2, line 16 - line 60; figures 1-5
*
- / -
The present search report has been drawn up for all claims
Place of search Date of completion of the search Examiner
The Hague 28 May 2010 Kus, Slawomir
CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS T : theory or principle underlying the invention
E : earlier patent document, but published on, or
X : particularly relevant if taken alone after the filing date
Y : particularly relevant if combined with another D : document cited in the application
document of the same category L : document cited for other reasons
A:technological background e e e e
O : non-written disclosure & : member of the same patent family, corresponding
P : intermediate document document




EP 2 324 737 A1

9

Europdisches
Patentamt

European
Patent Office

Office européen

des brevets

[E

EPO FORM 1503 03.82 (P04C01)

EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Application Number

EP 09 42 5474

Category

Citation of document with indication, where appropriate,
of relevant passages

Relevant CLASSIFICATION OF THE

to claim APPLICATION (IPC)

X

EP 1 952 727 A2 (JOKA WERKE JOHANN
KAPSAMER GMB [AT])

6 August 2008 (2008-08-06)

* paragraph [0013] - paragraph [0021];
figures 1-6 *

US 3 632 170 A (WITT JACK C)

4 January 1972 (1972-01-04)

* column 2, line 3 - Tine 74; figures 1-9
*

GB 2 463 041 A (LITTLE MALCOLM HARCOURT
[GB]) 3 March 2010 (2010-03-03)

* page 7, line 13 - page 12, line 18;
figures 1-10 *

The present search report has been drawn up for all claims

1-3

1-3

SEARCHED

TECHNICAL FIELDS

(IPC)

Place of search Date of completion of the search

The Hague 28 May 2010

Examiner

Kus, Slawomir

CATEGORY OF CITED DOCUMENTS

T : theory or principle underlying the invention

X : particularly relevant if taken alone

Y : particularly relevant if combined with another
document of the same category

A : technological background

O : non-written disclosure

P : intermediate document

E : earlier patent document, but published on, or
after the filing date

D : document cited in the application

L : document cited for other reasons

& : member of the same patent family, corresponding
document




EPO FORM P0459

EP 2 324 737 A1

ANNEX TO THE EUROPEAN SEARCH REPORT
ON EUROPEAN PATENT APPLICATION NO. EP 09 42 5474

This annex lists the patent family members relating to the patent documents cited in the above-mentioned European search report.
The members are as contained in the European Patent Office EDP file on
The European Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars which are merely given for the purpose of information.

28-05-2010

cted i searoh epor ions momber) oo
US 4077666 A 07-03-1978  NONE

Us 97579 ' ove
Us 3058778 A le-l6-19%2 NONE
FR 2454780 AL  21-11-1980 MNONE
US 2960152 A 15-11-1960 NONE
US 6637823 Bl  28-10-2003 NONE
DE 3724233  Cl  08-09-1988 EP 0300243 AL 25-01-1989
EP 1952727 A2 06-08-2008 AT 504204 A4 15-04-2008
US 3632170 A o4-01-1972 NONE
6B 2463041 A ©3-03-2010 NONE

For more details about this annex : see Official Journal of the European Patent Office, No. 12/82



	bibliography
	description
	claims
	drawings
	search report

