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(57)  The invention relates to a fireplace including a
fire box (2) provided with a grate (1) and a door, sur-
rounded by a fire box jacket (3) and having a combustion
air supply and a throat (4) to remove the flue gases. Ac-
cording to the invention, after the throat (4) above the fire
box (2) there is a vertical metal jacket (5) leading the flue
gases upwards and havinginside of it a substantially con-

tinuous heat-storing mass (7) of a well heat-storing ma-
terial. In this case, flue gas ducts (8) are formed between
the metal jacket and the heat-storing mass, extending
substantially for their entire width and entire height. In
addition, the metal jacket (5) and the fire box jacket (3)
are surrounded by the exterior jacket (9) of the fireplace.
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Description
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The invention relates to the fireplace defined in
the preamble of claim 1.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] In practice, the fireplaces designated for heat-
ing are either heat-storing fireplaces that radiate heat
slowly and for a long time, or stoves that radiate heat
quickly at over-power. This invention relates predomi-
nantly to the stove-type fireplaces and to the improve-
ment of their combustion properties and heating proper-
ties.

[0003] Problems in stove-heating arise when wood is
tried to be burnt by so-called flameless combustion so
as to have a low heating efficiency. In this case, extensive
smoke emissions are generated owing to the low com-
bustion temperature, and the flue gases contain com-
pounds that are harmful for health. A stove so used does
not fulfill the current regulations concerning emissions.
On the other hand, if the stove is burnt quickly, efficiently
and purely it radiates heat too quickly and, above all,
most of the heat escapes out via the flue.

[0004] The conventional stove is a metal jacket with
wood being burnt inside that transfers the heat to the
surrounding space. The heating is quick, but there is heat
only as long as the fire is burning. The heat of only one
metal jacket and the consequent safety risk also consti-
tute a problem. These properties have been tried to be
ameliorated by adding around and above the fire box of
the stove a heat-storing mass, in general fireproof casting
mass, but also suitable natural stone. With these, the
heat-storing capacity and heat-release time of the stove
have been enhanced, while the temperature of the exte-
rior jacket has been lowered to a safer level. However,
the fact that it has not been possible to transfer the heat
energy quickly enough from the flue gases of the stove
to the heat-storing masses has still remained as a prob-
lem. Also, the size and weight of the fireplace easily be-
come obstacles to a productive solution. The correspond-
ing problems relating to the heat-storage and heat-re-
lease are also present in sauna stoves.

OBJECTIVE OF THE INVENTION

[0005] An objective of the invention is to eliminate the
drawbacks referred to above.

[0006] Especially, an objective of the invention is to
disclose a new fireplace structure which encompasses
the good properties of a conventional stove that radiates
heat quickly, added with pure and complete combustion,
durability and good heat-storing and heat-release prop-
erties. Furthermore, an objective of the invention is to
disclose a sauna stove with the corresponding good
properties.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] The fireplace according to the invention is char-
acterized by what has been presented in claim 1.
[0008] The invention relates to a fireplace including a
fire box provided with a grate and a door, surrounded by
a fire box jacket and having combustion air supply and
a throat to remove the flue gases. According to the in-
vention, a vertical metal jacket is disposed after the throat
and above the fire box, leading the flue gases upwards.
Inside the metal jacket there is a substantially continuous
heat-storing mass of a well heat-storing material so as
to provide for the formation of flue gas ducts between the
metal jacket and the heat-storing mass, the flue gas ducts
extending substantially for the entire width and entire
height of the mass and the jacket, so that the hot gases
rise along the ducts and release the heat partially to the
metal jacket and partially to the heat-storing mass. Fur-
thermore, the metal jacket and the fire box jacket are
both surrounded by the exterior jacket of the fireplace.
[0009] The shape of the metal jacket may be a circular
cylinder, other round cylinder, it may have a square or a
rectangular cross section or it may even be a square with
rounded angles. An essential feature is the vertical
straight space so that the heavy well heat-storing pieces
of mass can be installed and, if necessary, removed from
the top.

[0010] The heat-storing mass may even be formed
from one solid piece of mass of soapstone or suitable
casting mass. Preferably, the heat-storing mass is none-
theless formed by superpositioned slabs, such as suita-
bly soapstone slabs of a uniform thickness, extending for
almost the entire horizontal cross section of the inside of
the metal jacket. The individual slabs weigh suitably be-
tween 5 and 20 kg, depending on the area and thickness
of the slabs. In using soapstone slabs and soapstone of
a foliated structure, the cleavage of the stone in the slabs
may be suitably so chosen that the heat is stored in the
slabs efficiently, quickly and simultaneously from all edg-
es toward the center of the slabs.

[0011] Inthe inventive fireplace the thicknesses of the
soapstone slabs to be stacked one on the other may vary
freely according to the available slabs. Similarly, as the
individual slabs of a uniform thickenss are disposed
closely against each other, the structure stores the heat
well even if some of the slabs therebetween would crack.
[0012] Theimportantfeature in the inventionis thatthe
flue gases around the heat-storing mass are equally hot
and that the flue gas flows around the heat-storing mass
have an equal volume. This way, the heat-storing mass
heats up evenly and its heat-storing capacity is the most
efficient. For this purpose, in the throat following the fire
box where the flue gases of the fire box meet, or imme-
diately after the throat below the heat-storing mass, there
are preferably suitable flow guides, such as flaps, a rib-
bing, channels or an equivalent structure. By these, the
hot flue gases can be guided evenly around the heat-
storing mass.
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[0013] In a similar manner, provided above the heat-
storing mass are preferably suitable top guides guiding
the rising gas flows so that the draft caused by the dis-
charge flue can be distributed evenly around the heat-
storing mass.

[0014] The cross-sectional shape of the metal jacket
and the shape of the heat-storing mass or the separate
slabs of the heat-storing mass are not necessarily strictly
bound to each other. For example, the individual soap-
stone slabs of a uniform thickness may be shaped as
squares, rounded squares, circles, regular or irregular
polygons or they may be irregular at the edges. It is only
essential that they fill the interior delimited by the metal
jacket to the extent that flue gas ducts are formed be-
tween the heat-storing mass and the metal jacket with
flow resistances of the same order, disposed relatively
evenly for the entire perimeter and height of the interior
space. This way, the heat-storing mass heats up evenly
everywhere from its edges toward the center throughout
the entire heating process. At the same time, the sur-
rounding metal jacket heats up evenly over its entire area
and releases heat efficiently and quickly to the outside
air. By installing the soapstone slabs suitably one on the
other and rotating them to different positions in the plane,
a network of smoke ducts with flow resistances of about
the same level over the entire circumference can be
made to circulate the entire inner surface of the metal
jacket. This way, the hot flue gases are distributed evenly
over the entire area between the metal jacket and the
soapstone slabs to realize as efficient heat transfer as
possible.

[0015] Preferably, the metal jacket is provided on the
top with an opening and tightly closing cover. This pro-
vides for easy installation of the heat-storing mass, such
as soapstone slabs, and easy and simple cleaning at
regular intervals. For example, the stone slabs may be
taken outand cleaned and, at the same time, the possibly
broken ones may be changed for new. This way, the heat-
storing capacity of the fireplace may be easily maintained
at the maximum year after year.

[0016] Inoneembodimentoftheinventionthe airspace
between the metal jacket and the exterior jacket of the
fireplace includes a non-continuous stone jacket having
a large heat-storing surface. By a non-continuous stone
jacket is meant in this context that the stone jacket is not
a compact and continuous stone slab, but is formed from
stone mass, i.e. a large set of separate stone pieces
which mainly have only a spot contact to each other. A
stone mass like this has a large heat transfer surface with
air surrounding the stones, notably larger than that of a
compact and continuous stone mass.

[0017] Preferably, the stone jacket extends above the
grate to both sides of the metal jacket, to the back wall,
over the door to the front wall and to the cover. Outside
the stone jacket, i.e. keeping the stone jacket in place,
there is the exterior jacket of the stove. The exterior jacket
may be a gridded structure or suitable perforated plate,
so that the heat stored in the stone mass is able to freely
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flow with air flows to the surrounding airspace. It is also
possible that the exterior jacket is a continuous metal
sheet. In this case, more heat can be stored in the stone
jacket, and by opening and closing the air flow ports on
the exterior jacket the surrounding airspace may be heat-
ed at different outputs.

[0018] In a preferred embodiment of the invention be-
tween the metal jacket and the stone jacket there is an
air gap arranged to keep the stones of the stone jacket
off from the hot metal jacket. This may be realized for
only part of the area of the metal jacket, for example for
an area where the temperature of the metal jacket is
above 500°C. This way, strong point-type thermal stress-
es on stones are prevented, so that no minerological
changes are formed therein and the stones can be made
to last unbroken.

[0019] The stonejacketis preferably located in the fire-
place about from the level of the grate upwards, substan-
tially over the entire area of the metal jacket of the fire-
place. Its thickness may vary according to the desired
heat-storage properties of the fireplace, for example so
that the thickness on the vertical walls of the fireplace
may be several decameters. On the top the layer thick-
ness of the stone jacket may instead be preferably at
least half a meter and even more than one meter.
[0020] In preferred embodiments the stone pieces
used in the stone jacket may have a round shape and be
of the same or variable sizes. Similarly, they may be ir-
regular sawn or split crushed stone. In any case, they do
not have uniform and matching complementary surfaces,
sothat they mainly have only a spot contact to each other.
This way, large numbers of air cavities of different shapes
and different sizes are formed between the stone pieces.
Correspondingly, the external surfaces of the stone piec-
esform alarge heat-receiving heat delivery surface, com-
pared with a surface formed by a solid stone wall built in
the same volume. Thus, the heat-storage capacity and
the heat-release capacity of the stone jacket are notably
quicker than those of a solid jacket.

[0021] When the exterior jacket of the fireplace in the
area of the stone jacket is a gridded structure, or the
stone jacket is open and visible at least on the top of the
fireplace, the fireplace may be used as a sauna stove.
Onthe other hand, the fireplace may have a solid exterior
jacket provided only with air flow ports and made of a
metal sheet, soapstone slabs, tile or equivalent. In this
case, the fireplace is a stove, i.e. it may be used to quickly
heat the surrounding room area, but, thanks to the inven-
tive structure, it also stores heat efficiently during heating,
which provides for long and steady heat release also after
the fire has gone out in the fire box.

[0022] Preferably provided below the heat-storing
mass, such as the soapstone slabs, is a suitable insulat-
ing sheet preventing direct contact of the hottest gases
and the combustion process with the lowest soapstone
slab. This way, the hottest flames and the combustion
process are not able to directly and too quickly affect the
lowest soapstone slab, which has an important effect on
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the heat-endurance of the lowest slab. This structure also
makes it possible that the soapstone used does not nec-
essarily have to be the most resistant and valuable soap-
stone grade. This way, different kinds of slabs of various
thicknesses left over from another manufacturing proc-
ess may well be used in the fireplace according to the
invention.

[0023] As can be appreciated from the different struc-
tural solutions of the invention as presented above, the
quickly and efficiently heat-storing structure according to
the invention may be used as a fixed and essential part
in different kinds of stoves and sauna stoves. Similarly,
it may be used as a retrofitted accessory in various ex-
isting stoves.

[0024] Inone embodiment of the invention an opening
and closing damper is provided above the heat-storing
mass in the discharge flue for closing the discharge flue
and so preventing the hot gas flows to the flue via heat-
storing mass after heating. Because the flow path leading
from fire box to the flue may nevertheless not be closed
completely according to the safety regulations, due to
the carbon monoxide hazard, a by-pass duct is provided
from the fire box to the discharge flue. It is also preferably
linked to the above-mentioned damper in such a manner
that as the damper is open the by-pass duct is closed,
and as the damper is closed the by-pass duct is open.
[0025] In one embodiment of the invention there are
suction guides below the heat-storing mass and, respec-
tively, injection guides above the heat-storing mass for
distributing the hot chimney gases evenly on the heat-
storing surfaces of the heat-storing mass. This way, the
negative pressure caused by the draft of the flue sucks
the flue gases in the guidance and direction of the suction
guides from the fire box via the throat in a controlled way
and evenly, distributing heat on all heat-storing surfaces
of the heat-storing mass. Similarly, owing to the draft of
the flue, the injection guides above the heat-storing mass
combine the flue gas flows rising from around the heat-
storing mass and align them evenly as parallel flows into
the discharge flue. The parallel and converging flue gas
flows meet and intensify each other according to the in-
jection principle, this way enhancing the equivalence of
the speeds of the flue gas flows from different sides of
the heat-storing mass.

[0026] Preferably, the suction guide includes horizon-
tal ribs or equivalent blades or planar guides in the hor-
izontal direction for guiding the flue gases under the heat-
storing mass in the horizontal direction. The number of
the ribs may vary, preferably being 4 to 10. In one em-
bodiment the suction guide includes, in addition to the
horizontal ribs, vertical ribs in the area of the throat for
guiding the flue gases and limiting their swirling already
inthe area of the throat, i.e. in the area of the rising motion
of the flue gases, so that as they turn to the area of the
horizontal ribs they have already been divided into even
flows.

[0027] Preferably, the injection guide disposed above
the heat-storing mass includes horizontal ribs or equiv-
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alent blades or guides in the horizontal direction. By
these, the flue gases rising from the heat-storage chan-
nels onto the heat-storing mass may be collected and
directed evenly toward the discharge channel. Since the
injection guide also includes parallel vertical ribs suitably
in the area of the discharge channel, parallel injection
flows can be formed to the discharge channel and there-
from to the flue, intensifying and balancing the flue gas
flows of different parts of the heat-storage channel.
[0028] In one embodiment of the invention the heat-
storage channel includes dividing walls extending from
the suction guide to the injection guide to divide the rising
heat-storage channelinto several separate subchannels.
This way, the corresponding horizontal ribs of the suction
guide and the induction guide are connected by the di-
viding walls, so that separate flue gas flow channels ex-
tend from the throat to the discharge channel. When the
flue gases are divided into subflows and combined from
the areas of direct and steady flows in the throat and the
discharge channel, a steady and continuous flue gas flow
can be provided on all heat-storing surfaces of the heat-
storing mass.

[0029] The fireplace according to the invention has
considerable advantages as compared to the prior art.
The same fireplace may be used in a versatile manner
in both quick as well as slow and prolonged heating.
Thanks to the invention, wood may be burnt in the stove
ata high combustion temperature with a high combustion
utility function, in which case the stove also produces
heat at a high output. To start, the heat can be stored
partially in the inventive interior masses and also in the
optionally used surrounding stone mass from which it is
released steadily or in another desired manner into the
room space. Thanks to the construction, the heat-storing
masses and the other structures of the stove are not over-
heated and thus are not subject to a transition tempera-
ture where their thermal properties would be weakened,
so the stove will keep its quick heat-storing capacity for
decades. Furthermore, the same inventive structure in
sauna stoves provides for quick and efficient burning of
wood as well as prolonged and steady heat.

[0030] In addition, the invention provides for even dis-
tribution of the hot flue gas flows on all heat-storing sur-
faces of the heat-storing mass. This way, the entire heat-
storing capacity of the fireplace can be efficiently utilized
in the invention. Furthermore, the invention provides for
as good an overall efficiency as possible in connection
with pure and complete combustion.

[0031] It may thus be said that the invention has suc-
cessfully combined the conventional fireplace applicable
for quick heating and the massive fireplace having good
and quick heat-storing properties with a quick, efficient
combustion process according to the modern technology
that produces pure flue gases.

LIST OF FIGURES

[0032] In the following the invention will be described
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in detail by means of examples with reference to the ac-
companying drawings, in which

Fig. 1 presents one fireplace according to the inven-
tion as a schematic sectional illustration,

Fig. 2 presents two different embodiments of the in-
vention as a sectional illustration,

Fig. 3 presents one detail of the invention,

Fig. 4 presents a second detail of the invention, and
Fig. 5 presents a third detail of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0033] Fig. 1 presents one fireplace according to the
invention as a sectional illustration, having a grate 1 and
a fire box 2 thereon. The fire box is delimited from each
side by a close-fitting metal jacket 3 and, naturally, from
the front side by the door which is not shown in the sec-
tional illustration. The combustion air supply is provided
from below via the grate, and the removal of the flue
gases is provided from above in the throat 4, in the top
of the fire box.

[0034] The metal jacket 3 of the fire box 2 extends up-
wards after the throat 4, in this embodiment as a metal
jacket 5 with a round horizontal cross section, forming a
cylindrical space. On top of the space there is an opening
and tightly closing cover 11. Disposed in the area of the
throat 4, as the space opens into the cylindrical space,
are planar suction guides 6 for guiding the hot gas flow
rising from the throat and for distributing it evenly over
the entire area of the mounting jacket of the cylindrical
space. The suction guide 6 includes horizontal ribs 26
and, in the area of the throat 27, vertical ribs 28, which
together form dividing walls that guide, delimit and dis-
tribute the flue gases to distribute the equally strong and
hot flue gases from the steady vertical rising flow of the
area of the throat to different sides of the heat-storing
mass.

[0035] Asseenfromthe embodiment of Fig. 4, the hor-
izontal ribs 26 of the suction guide 6 may form a lattice
over the throat 27, extending between the opposed walls
or from corner to corner and forming, at the same time,
a supporting structure for the stone slabs 7 to be disposed
thereon. It is also shown in Fig. 3 and 4 that there may
be heat-storing material, such as soapstone slabs,
around the metal jacket 5 to increase the heat-storing
capacity of the fireplace.

[0036] On top of the suction guides 6 there is an insu-
lating sheet 15. The suction guides and the insulating
sheet together, or one or the other separately, form a
supporting structure or include a separate supporting
structure. Disposed on this supporting structure is a set
of soapstone slabs 7 of a uniform thickness. Thicknesses
between one slab 7 and the other may be different. The
slabs extend almost over the entire area delimited by the
metal jacket 5, so that relatively narrow flue gas ducts 8
are formed between them and the metal jacket 5, leading
upwards from the fire box. The soapstone slabs 7 may
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vary in shape, or they may all be similar, for example
substantially squares. However, they are preferably dis-
posed, i.e. horizontally rotated, so that the flue gas ducts
8 are formed in a deviously, windingly or for example
spirally rising manner between the soapstone slabs and
the metal jacket. Furthermore, the flue gas ducts 8 are
formed in such a manner that they have substantially
equally high flow resistance throughout the entire circum-
ference so as to distribute the flue gases substantially
evenly over the entire circumference of the metal jacket
5. Theinsulating sheet 15 disposed below the soap stone
slabs 7 covers the lower surface of the lowest soapstone
slab 7 so that the hot and combustible gases circulate to
the edges of the soapstone slab. This way, too intensive
heating of the lowest soapstone slab is prevented.
[0037] Disposed on top of the soapstone slabs 7 are
injection guides 10, substantially corresponding to the
suction guides 6 at the bottom, for guiding the draft, i.e.
the negative pressure, caused by the flue 13 evenly to
each side of the heat-storing mass 7. The injection guides
10 include horizontal ribs 29 on top of the heat-storing
mass for collecting the flue gases rising around the heat-
storing mass to the discharge flue 13. The horizontal ribs
29 extend to the area of the discharge flue 13 as vertical
ribs 30 which direct the parallel injection flows of flue
gases into the flue.

[0038] Outside the fire box jacket 3 and metal jacket 5
described above there is the exterior jacket 9 of the stove.
In the embodiment of Fig. 1 the exterior jacket is a solid
soapstone slab structure enclosed at the top by the cover
16 of the exterior jacket of the same material. An airspace
17 is formed between the exterior jacket 9 and the fire
box jacket 3 and metal jacket 5. The airspace 17 is sub-
stantially closed and provided with an inflow valve 18 on
the exterior jacket 9 at the bottom of the fireplace and
with an outflow valve 19 at the top of the exterior jacket 9.
[0039] Furthermore, the structure of Fig. 1 includes a
damper 20 installed in the discharge flue 13 for closing
and opening it. In addition, a by-pass duct 21 is provided
in connection with the operation of the damper. The by-
pass duct 21 is a pipe of a relatively small flow cross
section that separates from the top of the fire box 2 and
runs upwards in the airspace 17 past the metal jacket 5
and the heat-storing mass 7 therein. It is arranged to end
above the pivoting axle of the round damper 20 that ro-
tates and hinges on its axle in the discharge flue 13. How-
ever, it is so close to the above-said pivoting axle that,
when turned vertically, i.e. opened in the flow direction,
the damper turns to the front of the by-pass duct 21, clos-
ing it. In the embodiment of the figure the surface of the
damper 20 is provided with a small baffle or a flange 22
which primarily falls to the front of the mouth of the by-
pass duct. When the damper 20 is closed, the by-pass
duct 21 opens, letting the possible carbon monoxide gas-
es flow to the discharge flue 13 without the heat of the
heat-storing mass 7 getting into the flue.

[0040] This way, in heating the fireplace, part of the
heat is stored in the soapstone slabs 7 and part of it is
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conducted via the metal jacket 5 to the airspace 17 and
stored therefrom to the exterior jacket 9 and further to
the surrounding room space to be heated more slowly.
If quick stove-type initial heating is desired for the fire-
place, the valves 18 and 19 may be opened. In this case,
a strong rising air flow is formed in the airspace 17 and
the heat of the metal jacket 5 is directly transferred to the
rising air flow and therewith to the room space.

[0041] Fig. 2 presents a second embodiment of the
invention, comprising on top of the grate 1 and the fire
box 2, in the manner equivalent to the embodiment of
Fig. 1, a metal jacket 5, a closing cover 11 and, inside
the metal jacket, a set of soapstone slabs 7 of a uniform
thickness, the thickness of the individual slabs yet being
freely variable. In this embodiment the area of the fire
box 2 in the fireplace is made of a heat-storing and fire-
proof material, such as soapstone or fire bricks 23.
[0042] Fig. 2 is divided in the middle in two different
embodiments. In the left embodiment the exterior jacket
is a solid metal sheet 24 at the height of the fire box 2
and, upwards therefrom, i.e. in the area of the metal jack-
et 5, the exterior jacket is a metallic meshwork 25 which
extends as far as the top of the fireplace. The gap be-
tween the exterior jacket, i.e. the metallic meshwork, and
the metal jacket 5 is filled with stone pieces, preferably
of soapstone (dicing in the figure), so arranged in shape
and positioning that they mainly have only a spot contact
to each other and to the metallic meshwork. This way,
air-spaces are formed between the stone pieces, and the
external surfaces of the stone pieces form a large heat-
storing area. Furthermore, in this embodiment an air gap
14 is formed in the area of the metal jacket 5 with a suit-
able mesh structure. This prevents direct contact of the
stone pieces with the hotmost metallic surfaces of the
structure. This way, durability and lifetime of the stones
to be used are increased. A cover is not needed at all in
this embodiment, but the stone pieces may be visible and
bare on the top. In this manner, the fireplace acts as a
sauna stove, the visible stone pieces on the outside stor-
ing the heat conducted and transferred through the metal
jacket 5, while part of it flows to the sauna space with air
flows. Atthe same time, part of the heat developed in the
fire box 2 is stored in the heat-storing mass 7 inside the
metal jacket 5, from which it is conducted slowly through
the metal jacket 5 after the heating has been finished,
keeping the sauna in the heated state for a long time.
[0043] In the right embodiment of Fig. 2 the exterior
jacket 9 is a continuous metal jacket only comprising the
inflow valve 18 and the outflow valve 19 according to the
embodiment of Fig. 1 to realize even quicker heating of
the surrounding airspace. This embodiment corresponds
in many respects to a conventional stove provided with
a metallic exterior jacket 9, having only an airspace 17
between the interior jacket and the exterior jacket.
[0044] This way the stove acts as a quick heating de-
vice as the metal jacket partially radiates and partially
conducts heat to the exterior jacket through air. At the
same time, it nevertheless also acts, according to the

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

invention, as a heat-release-adjusting and heat-storing
structure, realizing a long heating period, storing part of
the heat in the heat-storing mass 7 in the middle of the
stove. It may therefore be said that the heat which the
conventional stove releases in efficient burning out to the
smoke flue is stored by this inventive structure in the mid-
dle of the stove, releasing it slowly and steadily after heat-
ing to the room space. Therefore, the essential feature
in the described stove structure is that it may burn wood
efficiently and quickly with the best utility function and
the modern burning technique that enables pure flue gas-
es. Despite, the stove does not heat up too much during
heating, but stores and distributes the heat steadily with
a long heating time.

[0045] The inventive storing of heat is therefore based
on the idea that the heat-storing mass may be relatively
continuous and the heat is stored therein through the
external surface. When this external surface is further
arranged to vary using slabs of different sizes, the heat-
exchange surface of the heat-storing mass is made very
large. Furthermore, the heat transfer may be intensified
according to the embodiment of Fig. 2 by a channel pro-
vided through the heat-storing mass, i.e. the soapstone
slabs 7 (broken line in the figure). When a gate valve is
further disposed in the channel, the channel may be used
efficiently for example at the end of heating when the
edges of the stone slabs are already very hot. In this
manner, the terminal heat may be directly stored in the
middle of the stones by opening the gate valve.

[0046] Fig. 3 presents one embodiment of the inven-
tion that illustrates as a cross-section how the flue gas
ducts 8 throughout the entire height of the heat-storing
mass 7 comprise dividing walls 31, i.e. metal flanges.
They start from the vertical ribs 28 of the suction guide
6 and end at the vertical ribs 30 of the injection guide 10.
This way, separate flue gas flow channels are provided
around the heat-storing mass 7, starting separately al-
ready from the area of the throat 27 and not ending and
meeting until at the discharge flue 13.

[0047] Fig. 5 presents in more detail one injection
guide 10, or respectively, when turned around, one suc-
tion guide 6, according to the invention. The injection
guide 10includes a planar horizontal rib 29 or a horizontal
blade, the height a of which corresponds substantially to
the height of the space on top of the heat-storing mass
7 inwhichitis accommodated. Furthermore, the injection
guide includes a planar vertical rib 30 or a vertical blade,
the width b of which is equal to the radius of the discharge
channel 13. The height c of the vertical rib is adapted so
as to extend from the top of the mass 7 to a sufficient
and considerable distance in the discharge channel, but
not necessarily to the exterior of the fireplace structure.
[0048] Ifthe injection guides 10 are installed according
to Fig. 4 from the corners of the space to join in the middle,
the lengths d of their horizontal ribs 2912 may be equal.
Various combinations may nevertheless be built from the
ribs according to need and welded together in the middle,
the number of the ribs and the angles between them var-
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ying according to the shapes of the smoke ducts and the
necessary flue gas flows. In this case, the lengths of the
horizontal ribs 29 vary while the vertical ribs 13 are of the
same size in all ribs.

[0049] Disposed below the heat-storing mass 7 and in
the throat 27, the suction guide according to Fig. 5 ex-
tends over the entire horizontal area between the heat-
storing mass and the throat and at least over part of the
height of the throat, possibly over the entire height of the
throat.

[0050] This way, equally strong flue gas flows of the
same temperature are provided on all heat-storing sur-
faces of the heat-storing mass 7 throughout the entire
heating period of the fireplace. When the heat-storing
capacity of the fireplace and the corresponding neces-
sary quantity of wood to be burnt are known, it may be
ensured by the invention that the entire heat-storing ca-
pacity of the heat-storing mass 7 is utilized and that the
by-pass flow of the hot gases to the flue during heating
is avoided.

[0051] The invention is not limited merely to the exam-
ples referred to above; instead, many variations are pos-
sible within the scope of the inventive idea defined by the
claims.

Claims

1. A fireplace including a fire box (2) provided with a
grate (1) and a door, surrounded by a fire box jacket
(3) and having a combustion air supply and a throat
(4) for removing the flue gases, characterized in
that after the throat (4) above the fire box (2) there
is a vertical metal jacket (5) that leads the flue gases
upwards, having a substantially continuous heat-
storing mass (7) of a well heat-storing material there-
inside, so disposed that flue gas ducts (8) are formed
between the metal jacket and the heat-storing mass
and extend substantially for their entire width and
entire height, and that the metal jacket (5) and the
fire box jacket (3) are surrounded by the exterior jack-
et (9) of the fireplace.

2. The fireplace according to claim 1, characterized
in that the heat-storing mass (7) is formed by super-
positioned soapstone slabs of a uniform thickness,
extending almost over the entire horizontal cross
section of the inside of the metal jacket (5).

3. The fireplace according to claim 1 or 2, character-
ized in that in the throat (27) or after the throat below
the heat-storing mass (7) there are suction guides
(6) for guiding the hot flue gases evenly around the
heat-storing mass (7).

4. The fireplace according to any one of claims 1 to 3,
characterized in that above the heat-storing mass
(7) there are injection guides (10) for distributing the
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14.

draft of the following discharge flue (13) evenly
around the heat-storing mass.

The fireplace according to any one of claims 1 to 4,
characterized in that on the metal jacket (5) there
is an opening cover (11) for cleaning and mainte-
nance of the heat-storing mass (7).

The fireplace according to any one of claims 2 to 5,
characterized in that the soapstone slabs (7) are
squares, wherein the diagonals correspond to the
diameter of the metal jacket (5) of a cylindrical shape,
the squares being disposed inside the metal jacket
so that the position of the corners vary in order to
form devious flue gas ducts.

The fireplace according to any one of claims 2 to 6,
characterized in that the soapstone slabs (7) are
variable and irregular at the outer edges.

The fireplace according to any one of claims 1 to 7,
characterized in that outside the metal jacket (5)
there is a non-continuous stone jacket (12) having a
large heat-storing surface.

The fireplace according to claim 8, characterized
in that between the metal jacket (5) and the stone
jacket (12) there is an air gap (14) to prevent direct
contact between the stone jacket and the metal jack-
et.

The fireplace according to claim 8 or 9, character-
ized in that the exterior jacket (9) of the fireplace
outside the stone jacket (12) is a meshwork, perfo-
rated plate or continuous metal sheet, in which case
the fireplace is for example a sauna stove.

The fireplace according to any one of claims 1 to 9,
characterized in that the entire exterior jacket (9)
of the fireplace is made of a well heat-storing mate-
rial, such as soapstone or metal sheet.

The fireplace according to claim 11, characterized
in that the fireplace is a stove.

The fireplace according to any one of claims 3to 12,
characterized in that the suction guide (6) includes
horizontal ribs (26) to guide the flue gases under the
heat-storing mass (7) in the horizontal direction, and,
inthe area ofthe throat (27), vertical ribs (28) to guide
the flue gases to the area of the horizontal ribs (26).

The fireplace according to any one of claims 4 to 13,
characterized in that the injection guide (10) in-
cludes horizontal ribs (29) above the heat-storing
mass (7) to collect the flue gases rising from the heat-
storage channels (8) and guide them toward the dis-
charge channel (13), and vertical ribs (30) in the area
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of the discharge channel to form parallel injection
flows in the discharge channel.

The fireplace according to any one of claims 1 to 6,
characterized in that the flue gas duct (8) includes
dividing walls (31) extending from the suction guide
(6) to the injection guide (10) to divide the rising flue
gas duct into several separate subchannels.
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