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Description
FIELD OF INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates generally to ap-
plicators for cosmetics. More particularly, the present in-
vention relates to ergonomic applicators for applying a
cosmetic composition to eyelashes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Conventional applicators for applying mascara
compositions to eyelashes generally include a brush held
on an elongated rod that is connected to a handle. The
bristles of the brush project radially from the rod. The
brush and rod are usually housed in a cylindrical contain-
er. The brush handle forms a closure for the container
when the mascara applicator is not in use.

[0003] When use of the mascara applicator is desired,
the handle is pulled away from the container to remove
the mascara-laden brush. During application of mascara
to the eyelashes, the brush rod is generally positioned
parallel to the face, and oriented horizontally with the
brush handle held beside a cheek or temple for purposes
of manipulation and alignment of the brush with the eye-
lashes.

[0004] During transfer of mascara to the eyelashes,
the brush is twisted or rotated along its central axis and
moved in a vertical up and down motion, while held in
the horizontal position, such as up to the forehead to do
the top eyelashes, and down from the forehead to do the
bottom eyelashes.

[0005] Some users will hold the mascara brush handle
in the right hand to apply mascara to the right eyelashes,
and switch the brush handle to the left hand to apply
mascara to the left eyelashes. Other users favor the right
or left hand and use the favored hand to apply mascara
to the eyelashes of both the right and left eyes.

[0006] However, even when the favored hand is used
for the eyelashes of both eyes, it may be necessary to
hold the mascara applicator in the opposite hand to get
to the extreme ends of the eyelash that are furthest from
the favored hand or closest to the nose bridge.

[0007] It should be noted that the application of mas-
cara with conventional mascara applicators usually re-
quires dozens of repeated strokes and rotations or twists
to achieve the desired eyelash appearance. Because of
the manner in which a conventional mascara applicator
is held and manipulated the application of mascara can
be a difficult and tiresome exercise.

[0008] It is thus desirable to provide a mascara appli-
cator that can be easily manipulated with a favored or
non-favored hand for applying mascara. It is also desir-
able to provide a mascara applicator that can be conven-
iently held with the hand positioned directly in front of the
face rather than off to one side of the head. It is further
desirable to provide a mascara applicator that can be
easily manipulated in the same hand to apply mascara
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to the full range of eyelash for both eyes. EP0861616 A1
discloses an applicator with the features summarized in
the preamble of claim 1.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0009] An ergonomic applicator for applying a cosmet-
ic composition to the eyelashes is provided comprising
(i) a handle portion and (ii) a head portion. The handle
portion is suitably dimensioned to permit the applicator
to be held between the thumb and fingers on opposing
faces thereof. The opposing faces are of sufficient width
relative to the thickness separating the faces to prevent
rotation of the handle when held between the thumb and
fingers. Preferably, the maximum thickness separating
the faces of the handle portion compared to the maximum
width of the handle portion is at a ratio from about 1:5 to
about 1:50. The head portion has at its distal end at least
one transfer element comprising a textured surface for
holding a charge of cosmetic composition and transfer-
ring it to the eyelashes on contact therewith. The transfer
element extends substantially across the width of the
head portion and in a direction orthogonal to a longitudi-
nal axis of the handle. The longitudinal axis of the head
portion is oriented, or is rotatable to be oriented, at an
obtuse angle with respect to the longitudinal axis of said
handle. The obtuse angle is preferably from about 120
degree to about 170 degrees. Ina preferred embodiment,
the applicator has a total length from its proximal end to
its distal end from about 35 mm to about 80 mm.
[0010] The head portion has a terminal arcuate edge
atthe distal end thereof, said arcuate edge being concave
with respect to the head portion. The head portion may
also have an arcuate cross-section about its longitudinal
axis. Additionally, the handle portion may include finger
grip enhancements or cut-outs to increase friction be-
tween the handle portion and the thumb or fingers.
[0011] The transfer element may be included on one
or both opposing faces of the head portion, and the trans-
fer element is disposed along the terminal edge at the
distal end of the head portion. The transfer element in-
cludes atleast one textured surface. The textured surface
includesfins or bristles. More preferably, the bristles have
a length less than 5 mm.

[0012] In certain embodiments, the head portion is ro-
tatably adjustable with respect to said handle portion so
as to adjust the obtuse angle between said longitudinal
axis of said head portion and said longitudinal axis of
said handle portion. Preferably, the head portion and the
handle portion are rotatable about an axis orthogonal to
the longitudinal axis of the head portion and the longitu-
dinal axis of the handle portion. The applicator may fur-
therinclude a hinge permitting rotation of the head portion
with respect to the handle portion.

[0013] A kit including the applicator of the present in-
vention and a container charged with a liquid cosmetic
for application to a keratin fiber is also provided. The con-
tainer is configured to receive the head portion of the
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applicator when inserted into the container so as to bring
said transfer element into contact with the composition.
A wiper is attached to the container for removing excess
composition from the transfer element upon removal of
the applicator from the container.

[0014] In addition, the applicator is used in a method
for applying mascara to the eyelashes. The method in-
cludes metering a charge of mascara onto the transfer
element of the applicator and transferring the composi-
tion to the eyelashes by contacting the transfer element
with the eyelashes while holding the applicator in a sub-
stantially vertical position.

[0015] These and other aspects of the invention will
become apparentto those skilled in the art after a reading
of the following detailed description of the invention, in-
cluding the figures and appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES
[0016]

Figure 1 shows a side view of a mascara applicator
according to a general embodiment of the invention.

Figure 2 shows a perspective view of an exemplary
embodiment of the invention having bristles on op-
posing faces of the head portion and fin-like projec-
tions at the distal end of the applicator.

Figure 3 shows a different perspective view of the
exemplary embodiment of the invention illustrated in
Figure 2.

Figure 4 shows a front perspective view of the ex-
emplary embodiment of the invention illustrated in
Figure 2.

Figure 5 shows a front perspective view of an alter-
native exemplary embodiment of the invention hav-
ing a reduced brush density and having bristles on
only one face of the head portion.

Figure 6 shows a front perspective view of an alter-
native exemplary embodiment of the invention hav-
ing a further reduced brush density and having bris-
tles on only one face of the head portion.

Figure 7 shows a different front perspective view of
the exemplary embodiment of the invention illustrat-
ed in Figure 4.

Figure 8 shows a different front perspective view of
the exemplary embodiment of the invention illustrat-
ed in Figure 5.

Figure 9 shows a different front perspective view of
the exemplary embodiment of the invention illustrat-
ed in Figure 6.
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Figure 10 shows a bottom perspective view of the
exemplary embodiment of the invention illustrated in
Figure 6.

Figure 11 shows a bottom perspective view of the
exemplary embodiment of the invention illustrated in
Figure 5.

Figure 12 shows a bottom perspective view of the
exemplary embodiment of the invention illustrated in
Figure 4.

Figure 13 shows a perspective view of another ex-
emplary embodiment not covered by the invention
having the parallel fins that wrap around the terminal
edge at the distal end of the applicator.

Figure 14 shows a side perspective view of the head
portion of the exemplary applicator shown in Figure
13.

Figure 15 shows a perspective view of another ex-
emplary embodiment not covered by the invention
having a concave terminal edge in the head portion
forming side legs for attaching to the ends of an elon-
gated transfer element.

Figure 16 shows a perspective view of the exemplary
applicator shown in Figure 13 wherein the transfer
member is removed.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0017] Theinventive applicator for applying a cosmetic
composition generally includes angles and/or curvatures
that provides an ergonomic shape to improve a user’s
comfortin applying the cosmetic composition. Specifical-
ly, the applicator according to the invention is particularly
useful for application of a cosmetic composition, such as
mascara, to the eye. The applicator according to the in-
vention may also be useful for application of a variety of
cosmetic and personal care products to keratin fibers or
to the skin, including without limitation, eyeliner, hair dye,
lipliner, lipstick, lipcolor, lip gloss, etc. As used herein,
the term "keratin fibers" may include, without limitation,
eyelashes, eyebrows, or hair of any part of the body,
including the scalp. It is believed that the applicator of
the present invention has an advantageous shape that
allows the applicator to be more conveniently held in the
hand of a user and more easily manipulated by a single
hand to apply the cosmetic composition in an efficient
and even manner as compared to conventional cosmetic
applicators. In addition, it is believed that the applicator
of the presentinvention is capable of providing increased
coverage of eyelashes with each stroke and more uni-
form distribution of mascara compositions across the
length of the eyelashes as compared to conventional cos-
metic applicators. Without being bound by any theory, it
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is believed that increased coverage of eyelashes with
each stroke is achieved by the advantageous size and
shape which provides for increased contact area with the
eyelashes. Accordingly, it is believed that the applicator
can effectively deposit mascara to the eyelashes using
fewer strokes than with a conventional applicator.
[0018] A general embodiment of the applicator 10 ac-
cording to the invention is shown in Figure 1. The appli-
cator 10 for applying a cosmetic composition, such as a
mascara composition, to the eyelashes includes ahandle
portion 16 at the proximal end 80 and a head portion 14
atadistal end 70. The handle portion 10 may be operably
linked to the head portion 14 in any suitable manner. In
one embodiment, the head portion 14 and the handle
portion 16 may be integral and formed together in one
piece. Alternatively, the head portion 14 and the handle
portion 16 may be formed as separate structures and
joined together using any suitable technique in the art.
For example, the head portion 14 and the handle portion
16 may be joined by a hinge, by a friction-fit mechanism,
by a locking mechanism, by an adhesive, or by fusing a
distal end of the handle portion 16 with a proximate end
of the head portion 14. In one embodiment, the head
portion 14 may be detachably attached to the handle por-
tion 16. In particular, the handle portion 16 may be de-
tachable from and interchangeably attachable to a plu-
rality of head portions 14.

[0019] The handle portion 16 and the head portion 14
may be connected in any suitable orientation. In one em-
bodiment, the handle portion 16 may be co-linear with
the head portion 14 of the applicator 10. Preferably, the
handle portion 16 is connected to or integral with the head
portion 10 at an angle forming a bended shape, having
a generally convex shape on one side where the head
portion 14 is linked to the handle portion 16 and a gen-
erally concave shape on an opposing side. The bended
shape may be a slight or an exaggerated deviation from
a co-linear formation, forming an offset between the head
portion 10 and the handle portion 16. It is believed that
this offset provides a more ergonomic shape to the ap-
plicator 10 and can facilitate application of mascara to
the eyelashes in a more efficient and uniform manner as
compared to conventional mascara applicators. In cer-
tain embodiments, the applicator 10 may be the widest
at the distal end 70 and taper to the narrowest point on
the applicator 10 at the bend where the head portion 14
is linked to the handle portion 16. It is also believed that
the ergonomic shape of the applicator 10 can improve
comfort, allow the applicator 10 to be more conveniently
held in the hand of a user, and provide better ability for
manipulating the applicator 10 with a single hand.
[0020] The applicator 10 of the present invention may
be in any suitable size and shape. Preferably, the size
and shape of the applicator 10 make it convenient and
comfortable for use with either hand, regardless of wheth-
er a user has a favored hand for applying mascara to the
eyelashes. In situations where a user holds the applicator
10 only with the favored hand for application of mascara
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to the eyelashes on both the left and right eyes, the ap-
plicator 10 is capable of easily accessing the full range
of eyelashes for both eyes, including those eyelashes
that are furthest from the favored hand or closest to the
nose bridge.

[0021] Preferably, the applicator 10 may be in a rela-
tively small and convenient size for portable use by a
consumer. More preferably, the applicator 10 may be in
a size that allows the applicator 10 to be held firmly be-
tween the thumb and fingers and prevents radial move-
ments of the applicator 10 during use and manipulation
by a consumer. For example, the total length (L) of the
applicator 10 at the longest point from the proximal end
80 to the distal end 70 may range from about 15 mm to
about 80 mm, from about 25 mm to about 80 mm, from
about 25 mm to about 75 mm, from about 35 mm to about
80 mm, from about 35 mm to about 65 mm, or from about
40 mm to about 60 mm. In a specific embodiment, the
total length (L) of the applicator 10 at the longest point
may be approximately two inches (or about 50.8 mm),
with the handle portion 16 being slightly more than one
inch (about 25.4 mm) in length and the head portion 14
being slightly less than one inch (about 25.4 mm) in
length. As used herein, the total length of the applicator
10 is determined by measuring the length of a third side
of a triangle defined on two sides by the head portion 14
and the handle portion 16. In certain embodiments where
the head portion 14 and the handle portion 16 are co-
linear and do not overlap in length, the total length (L) is
the sum of the length of the head portion 14 and the
length of the handle portion 16. Other suitable dimen-
sions for a relatively small and convenient size include a
width of the distal end 70 of the head portion 14 ranging
from about 10 mm to about 50 mm, from about 12.5 mm
to about 45 mm, from about 15 mm to about 40 mm, from
about 17.5 mm to about 35 mm, or from about 3 inch
(about 19.1 mm) to about 1 ¥4 inch (about 31.8 mm) and
a width of the applicator 10 at its narrowest point ranging
from about 5 mm to about 30 mm, from about 7.5 to about
20 mm, from about 8 mm to about 15 mm, or from about
five sixteenths of an inch (about 7.9 mm) to about three
eighths of an inch (about 9.5 mm).

[0022] Itis contemplated by the present invention that
the head portion 14 and handle portion 16 of the appli-
cator 10 may include other shapes and sizes that are
ergonomically comfortable to hold and manipulate.
[0023] Ina preferred embodiment, the longitudinal axis
I-I of the handle portion 16 is positioned or capable of
being positioned at an obtuse angle 6 with respect to the
longitudinal axis lI-l of the head portion 10. By obtuse
angle, itis meantthatthe angle is greater than 90 degrees
but less than 180 degrees. The handle portion 16 and
the head portion 10 of the applicator 10 may be fixed at,
rotatably adjustable to, or capable of being deformed
along an axis orthogonal to the longitudinal axis I-l of the
handle portion 16 and the longitudinal axis II-ll of the
head portion 14 to form the angle 6. In one embodiment,
the handle portion 16 may be connected to the head por-
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tion 14 via an adjustable hinge (not shown). Specifically,
the range of motion of the adjustable hinge may be limited
to form only obtuse angles. In another embodiment, the
applicator 10 may be formed from a deformable material
to allow a user to bend and deform the applicator 10 to
a suitable angle 0. Preferably, the angle 6 between the
longitudinal axis I-I of the handle portion 16 and the lon-
gitudinal axis lI-l of the head portion 14 range from about
95 to about 175 degrees, more preferably from about 115
to about 170 degrees, even more preferred from about
120to about 170 degrees, still more preferred from about
130 to about 165 degrees, and most preferably from
about 140 to about 160 degrees.

[0024] The handle portion 14 of the applicator 10 may
have any suitable dimensions that permit the applicator
to be held between the thumb and fingers and prevent
rotation of the handle when held between the thumb and
fingers. Preferably, the handle portion 16 is narrower than
the head portion 14. In one embodiment, as shown in the
exemplary embodiments of the present invention illus-
trated in Figures 2 through 16, the handle portion 14 in-
cludes two opposing faces 86, 88 having sufficient width
relative to the thickness separating the faces to prevent
rotation of the handle portion 14 when held between the
thumb and fingers. The thickness separating the two fac-
es may be uniform throughout or may be variable. Par-
ticularly, the ratio of the dimension of the maximum thick-
ness separating the faces to the width of the widest point
of the handle portion 14 may range from about 1:2 to
about 1:50, from about 1:5 to about 1:50, from about 1:3
to about 1:25, or from about 1:4 to about 1:20, from about
1:5 to about 1:10. In certain embodiments, the maximum
thickness separating the faces may range from about 1
mm to about 10 mm, from about 1.25 mm to about 5 mm,
from about 1.5 mm to about 3 mm. In certain embodi-
ments, the handle portion 14 may be substantially within
alinearor curved plane. In another embodiment, the han-
dle portion 14 may be flat.

[0025] Thehandle portion 14 may alsoinclude any suit-
able modifications that improve the comfort and/or sta-
bility of the applicator 10 when held between the thumb
and fingers. One suitable modification includes a convex
contour on at least one of the opposing faces 86 and 88
of the handle portion 14. Another suitable modification
may be a convex contour on face 88 of the handle portion
14, whichis adapted to be held by athumb, and a concave
contour on the opposing face 86 of the handle portion
14, which is adapted to be held by the fingers. Alterna-
tively, another suitable modification to the handle portion
14 is shown in the exemplary embodiments shown in
Figures 2 through 12. The modification may include finger
grip enhancements 94 that are attached to or formed
integrally with the handle portion 14. The finger grip en-
hancements 94 may include any means for increasing
the friction of the handle portion 14 against the thumb
and/or fingers, such as but are not limited to, raised semi-
circles, ridges, depressions, other shaped projections or
void spaces between such projection. The finger grip en-
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hancements 94 may be formed unitarily with the handle
portion 14 or may be attached by any suitable means,
including an adhesive or fusion of the enhancements 94
with the handle portion 14. The finger grip enhancements
94 may be formed using any suitable technique, including
molding and finishing techniques such as soft touch finish
or co-extrusion of polymers.

[0026] Another suitable modification is shown in an-
other exemplary embodiment of the present invention
shown in Figures 13, 15 and 16. The handle portion 14
may be modified to include cut-outs or openings 58 that
increase friction between the handle portion 14 and the
thumb and/or fingers, thereby facilitate gripping of the
handle 16. The cut-outs or openings 58 may be in any
suitable shape. Preferably, the cut-outs or openings 58
are narrow or elongated. In the specific embodiments
shown in Figures 13, 15 and 16, the cut-outs or openings
58 have an oval shape. In addition, as shown in Figures
13, 15 and 16, the cut-outs or openings 58 may be ar-
ranged parallel to each other. More preferably, the cut-
outs or openings 58 having a length perpendicular to the
longitudinal axis I-l of the handle portion 14.

[0027] The head portion 16 is the part of the applicator
10 in contact with at least one transfer element 56 for
applying the cosmetic composition. Preferably, the head
portion 14 is narrower at its proximal end, where it is
linked to the handle portion 16, than at the distal end 70.
The head portion 16 provides structural support for the
transfer element 56. Additionally, the surface(s) of the
head portion 16 may be textured to form a transfer ele-
ment 56. Preferably, the transfer element 56 extends
substantially across the width of the head portion 14 and
in a direction orthogonal to the longitudinal axis I-1 of the
handle portion 16. By substantially across the width, it is
meant that the transfer element 56 extends more than
70%, preferably more than 80%, more preferably more
than 90% and most preferably more than 95% of the width
of the head portion 14. The transfer element 56 may also
extend across the entire width of the head portion 14. In
addition, the transfer element 56 may have any suitable
shape. Specifically, the transfer element 56 may have an
arcuate exterior shape that substantially conforms or
conforms to at least a quarter, at least a third, at last half
or all of the contours formed by the eyelashes or the
eyelid. In certain embodiments, the arcuate exterior
shape is convex while in other embodiments, the arcuate
exterior shape may be concave. In some embodiments,
the head portion 16 and the transfer element 56 may be
unitary such as in the case where the transfer element
56 constitutes textured surfaces integral with the head
portion 16. For example, the head portion 16 and the
transfer element 56 may be molded as a solitary piece
by injection-molding.

[0028] In a preferred embodiment, such as those ex-
emplary embodiments shown in Figures 2 through 14,
the head portion 16 has two opposing faces 40, 42 with
athickness in between. The thickness between opposing
faces 40 and 42 may be uniform throughout or may be
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variable. In one preferred embodiment, the thickness of
the head portion 16 is at a maximum along its longitudinal
axis II-ll and decreases as the distance from the longitu-
dinal axis ll-ll increases. The transfer element 56 extends
from one or both of the opposing faces 40, 42. The trans-
fer element 56 also extends from the distal end 70 of the
head portion 14 of the applicator 10. The maximum thick-
ness of the head portion 16 may be less than the width
of the widest point of the head portion 16. In particular,
the maximum thickness separating the opposing faces
40, 42 as compared to the width of the widest point of
the head portion 16 may have a ratio from about 1:2 to
about 1:50, from about 1:5 to about 1:25, or from about
1:10 to about 1:20. In specific embodiments, the maxi-
mum thickness separating the opposing faces of the
head portion 16 may range from about 1 mm to about 10
mm, from about 1 mm to about 10 mm, from about 1.25
mm to about 5 mm, from about 1.5 mm to about 3 mm.
[0029] The head portion 16 may also include an addi-
tional axis of rotation perpendicular to the longitudinal
axis llI-1l of the head portion 16 (not shown). The head
portion 16 may be further adjustable about this additional
axis. Specifically, the head portion 16 may be formed
from two pieces rotatably attached to each other by an
adjustable hinge along this additional axis. The range of
motion of the adjustable hinge may be limited to form
only obtuse angles. Preferably, the adjustable hinge may
be limited to movements between from about 95 to about
175 degrees, more preferably from about 100 to about
170 degrees, even more preferred from about 100 to
about 170 degrees, more preferred still from about 105
to about 165 degrees, and most preferably from about
110 to about 160 degrees.

[0030] Preferably, the head portion 16 may have any
suitable shape that substantially conforms to or conforms
to at least a quarter of the contours formed by the eye-
lashes or the eyelid. In one preferred embodiment, as
shown in Figures 2 through 12 any cross-section about
the longitudinal axis ll-1l of the head portion 16 may have
an arcuate shape. Preferably, the arcuate shape sub-
stantially conforms to or conforms to at least a quarter,
at least a third, at last half or all of the contours formed
by the eyelashes or the eyelid. The arcuate cross-section
of the head portion 16 about the longitudinal axis Il-Il may
be convex along the top face 40 and concave along the
bottom face 42. Alternatively, the cross-section of the
head portion along the top and bottom faces 40, 42 may
be concave/concave, convex/convex, planar/planar or
any combinations thereof. The head portion 16 has a
terminal arcuate concave edge, at the distal end 70 as
shown in Figures 4 through 6 and 13. The terminal con-
cave edge substantially conforms to or conforms to at
least a quarter, at least a third, at last half or all of the
contours formed by the eyelashes or the eyelid.

[0031] In an alternative embodiment, as shown in the
exemplary embodiment not covered by the present in-
vention shown in Figures 15 and 16, the head portion 16
may include a first support, such as a first side leg 30,
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on a right side of the longitudinal axis lI-ll of the head
portion 16 and a second support, such as a second side
leg 32, on the left side of the longitudinal axis lI-Il. The
first and second supports form an opening therebetween
for receiving and supporting a transfer element 56. In the
specific embodiment show in Figures 15 and 16, the first
and second supports may be formed from a concave
terminal edge at the distal end 70 of the head portion 16.
The transfer element 56 may be rotatably or non-rotata-
bly mounted along its length between the first and second
supports. The transfer element 56 may have an elongat-
ed shape, such as, but not limited to a cylinder or an
elongated oval shape having a circular cross section.

[0032] The transfer element 56, includes means for
holding and releasing a cosmetic composition, such as
mascara, and includes a textured surface for holding a
charge of cosmetic composition and transferring it to a
keratin fiber, e.g., eyelashes, or the skin on contact. The
textured surfaces may also be capable of imparting var-
ious types of aesthetically pleasing appearances to the
eyelashes, such as a volumized appearance, a separat-
ed appearance (i.e., the eyelashes being individually
separated from each other), a curly appearance, etc.
sponges, or flocked surfaces. The textured surfaces may
be formed from any suitable substance. In some embod-
iments, the textured surfaces are formed from silicone or
other soft touch materials. However, it will be understood
where bristles become a sufficient length to be readily
bent such as, for example, in a paint brush, the bristles
will no longer be considered to constitute a textured sur-
face, and in such case should not be included on the
terminal edge of the head portion. However, in some em-
bodiments, it is contemplated that longer bristles, for ex-
ample, from about 10 to about 20 mm are within the scope
of the invention provided that they are not on the terminal
edge of the head portion, for example, longer bristles
may be suitable included on one or more of the opposing
face of the head portion. Bristles according to the inven-
tion will typically be less than 10 mm in length, less than
7.5 mm in length, less than 5 mm in length, less than 2.5
mm in length. The bristles may be, without limitation in-
tegral with the body of the head or may be synthetic fibers
implanted in the head. In one embodiment, the transfer
element 56 is not unitary with the head portion 14 and
the bristles less than about 5 mm from the base of the
transfer element 56. In certain embodiments, any bristles
extending out of a terminal end of the applicator parallel
to a plane containing substantially the head portion 14
will be less than about 5 mm, less than about 4.5 mm,
less than about 4 mm, less than about 3.5 mm, less than
about 3 mm, less than about 2 mm, or less than about 1
mm. In other embodiments, the transfer element 56 will
be free of bristles extending parallel to the plane contain-
ing substantially the head portion 14. In another embod-
iment, the terminal edge of said head portion is substan-
tially free of bristles by which is meant that the number
of bristles extending from the terminal edge in a direction
parallel to the longitudinal axis lI-1l of the head portion 14
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are suitably low such that such bristles cannot materially
contribute to the application of mascara over a substan-
tial number of eyelashes during regular use. In other em-
bodiments, the terminal edge will be free of bristles.
[0033] The texture surface comprises an array of bris-
tles arranged in any suitable shape or pattern and need
not be symmetrical. Examples of suitable patterns in-
clude spaced and parallel rows, staggered rows and col-
umns, linear rows and columns. An array of projections
arranged in parallel rows in the same direction as the
longitudinal axis lI-Il of the head portion 14, may impart
a separated appearance to the eyelashes. In contrast,
an array of projections arranged in staggered rows and
columns, may impart a voluminous appearance to the
eyelashes. The density of the array may vary as shown
in the exemplary embodiments shown in Figures 3
through 5, depending on the characteristics of the cos-
metic composition being applied. Differences in the den-
sities of the array of projections may also impart different
aesthetic looks to the eyelashes.

[0034] The cosmetic applicator 10 of the present in-
vention may be placed in a kit with or used in combination
with a reservoir containing or charged with a cosmetic
composition, preferably a liquid cosmetic composition
such as a mascara. The reservoir may include at least
one wiper for eliminating excess mascara from the trans-
fer elements 56. In one embodiment, the applicator 10
may serve as a closure element for the reservoir, without
the use of a separate closure device, such as a cap or a
cover. The applicator 10 may be used in combination
with the reservoir by first placing the head portion 14 into
the reservoir so as to bring the transfer element into con-
tact with the mascara composition and subsequently
withdrawing the head portion 14 from the reservoir to
meter a charge of mascara onto the transfer element 56.
While the head portion 14 of the applicator 10 is being
withdrawn from the reservoir, the wiper removes excess
mascara from the transfer element 56 by a smoothing
motion and pushing the excess mascara back into the
reservoir.

[0035] To use the applicator 10 for applying a mascara
composition to the eyelashes, a user may hold the handle
portion 16 of the applicator 10 between the thumb and
fingers and place the head portion 14 directly in front of
the eyelashes in a substantially vertical position, where
the transfer element 56 would be parallel or substantially
parallel to the eyelid. By substantially vertical it is meant
generally parallel to the line of the nose. The applicator
10 is then easily moved upwardly (towards the top of the
head) or downwardly (toward the chin) in a single motion
such that the transfer element 56 engages and deposits
the mascara composition in a uniform manner.

[0036] The size and shape of the handle portion 16
permits the user to ergonomically and stably hold the
applicator 10 between the thumb and forefingers and ma-
nipulate the applicator 10 for application of a mascara
composition to the eyelashes. In particular, the applicator
10 may be suitably sized such that the hand of the user
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may lean on the cheek or the forehead for additional sup-
port during application of the mascara composition. The
ability to lean on portions of the face such as the cheek
or the forehead provides increased stability and allows
the user to more precisely apply mascara to the eyelash-
es and avoid a smudged appearance.

[0037] Figures 2 through 12 illustrates some of the cur-
rently preferred embodiments of the applicator 10 ac-
cording to the invention. The applicator 10 includes a
head portion 14 linked to a handle portion 16 at an obtuse
angle, forming a generally convex surface 22 on one side
where the head portion 14 is linked to the handle portion
16 and a generally concave surface 24 on an opposing
side. The head portion 14 has a side edge 32 on the right
side of the longitudinal axis lI-Il of the head portion 14
and an opposite side edge 30 on the left side of the lon-
gitudinal axis II-Il. The head portion 14 includes an distal
end 70 having a slightly concave contour between the
opposite side edges 30 and 32. As shown in the exem-
plary embodiments of Figures 2 through 12, the head
portion 14 is narrower at its proximal end where itis linked
to the handle portion 16 as compared to the distal end
70 of the head portion 14.

[0038] The embodiment illustrated in Figure 2 also in-
cludes a head portion 14 having a top face 40 and a
bottom face 42. The top face 40 can be planar but is
preferably convex between the opposite side edges 30
and 32. The bottom face 42 is preferably concave be-
tween the opposite side edges 30 and 32. The top and
bottom faces 40, 42 can also have a concave/concave,
convex/convex, planar/planar relationship or any combi-
nations thereof.

[0039] The thickness between of the top face 40 and
the bottom face 42 of the head portion 14 may be uniform
or variable. Preferably, the thickness of the head portion
14 between the top face 40 and the bottom face 42 is at
a maximum midway between the opposite side edges 30
and 32 of the head portion 14. The head portion 14 may
have a minimum thickness at the opposite side edges 30
and 32.

[0040] The top face 40 of the head portion 14 includes
a transfer element 56 that extends substantially from the
right side edge 32 to the left side edge 30. The transfer
element 56 also extends a predetermined distance from
the distal end 70 towards the proximal end 80. The trans-
fer element 56 includes a textured surface for holding a
charge of cosmetic composition and transferring it to the
eyelashes on contact. The textured surface includes an
array of bristles 57 arranged in staggered or linear rows
and columns or random patterns. The density of the bris-
tles 57 may vary as shown in Figures 4 through 12, de-
pending on the characteristics of the cosmetic composi-
tion being applied.

[0041] In the specific embodiments shown in Figures
2,3,4,7,8and 12, the bottom face 42 of the head portion
14 includes a transfer element 56 that extends substan-
tially from the right side edge 32 to the left side edge 30.
The transfer element 56 on the bottom face 42 also ex-
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tends downwardly a predetermined amount from the dis-
tal end 70 toward the proximal end 80. The transfer ele-
ment 56 on the bottom face 42 also includes a surface
for holding a charge of cosmetic composition and trans-
ferring it the eyelashes on contact, which includes the
array of the bristles 57 arranged in a manner similar to
the arrangement of the stub-like projections or bristles
57 on the top face 40.

[0042] In other embodiments of the invention, either
the transfer element 56 on the top face 40 or the transfer
element 56 on the bottom face 42 may be omitted.
[0043] In the specific embodiments shown in Figures
2 through 12, the distal end 70 of the head portion 14
may also include a transfer element 56. The transfer el-
ement 56 include any type of textured surface for holding
a charge of cosmetic composition and transferring it the
eyelashes on contact. Specifically, the textured surface
may be formed with spaced fin-like projections that
project from the edge at the distal end 70 and extend
from the top face 40 to the bottom face 42. Alternatively,
the edge at the distal end 70 may include the type of
texture surfaces describes for the top face 40 and the
bottom face 42. The textured surfaces, including fin-like
projections, on the applicator 10 at the edge at the distal
end 70 provide a further area on the applicator 10 for
applying mascara to the eyelashes. Specifically, the fin-
like projections may have a height from the base of the
texture surface ranging from about 0.001 to about 0.5
inches. The fin-like projections may be arranged in an
array with spacing ranging from about 0.001 to about
0.25 inches.

[0044] The handle portion 16 of these exemplary em-
bodiments have a side edge 76 on the left side of the
longitudinal axis I-1 of the handle portion 16 and an op-
posite side edge 78 on the right side of the longitudinal
axis I-l. These exemplary embodiments of the applicator
10 also include a handle portion 16 having a proximal
end 80 with a convex contour between the left side edge
76 and the right side edge 78.

[0045] The exemplary embodiments shown in Figures
2 through 12 also include a top handle face 86 and a
bottom handle face 88. The top handle face 86 is pref-
erably convex between the left side edge 76 and the right
side edge 78 and the bottom handle face 88 is preferably
planar between the left side edge 76 and the right side
edge 78. The handle portion 16 is wider at the proximal
end 80 than its distal end where the handle portion 16 is
linked to the head portion 14. These exemplary embod-
iments of the applicator 10 also include finger grip en-
hancements 94 formed on the top handle face 86 and
the bottom handle face 88.

[0046] Figures 13 and 14 illustrate an alternative pre-
ferred embodiment of the applicator 10 not covered by
the invention including a head portion 14 and a handle
portion 16 operably linked at an obtuse angle, the appli-
cator 10 having the same general shape as previously
described for the exemplary embodiments shown in Fig-
ures 2 through 12.
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[0047] The embodiment illustrated in Figures 13 and
14 provide an alternative embodiment of a head portion
14 of the applicator 10. Similar to the exemplary embod-
iments of Figures 2 through 12, the alternative embodi-
ment shown in Figures 13 and 14 includes a head portion
14 with a distal end 70 having a slightly concave contour
between the opposite side edges 30 and 32, the head
portion 14 being narrower at its proximal end where it is
linked to the handle portion 16 as compared to the distal
end 70 of the head portion 14. The head portion 14 also
includes a generally flat top face 40 and a generally flat
bottom face 42.

[0048] The transfer element 56 is located at the distal
end 70 of the applicator 10. The transfer element 56 in-
clude any type of textured surface for holding a charge
of cosmetic composition and transferring it the eyelashes
on contact. Specifically, the textured surface may include
a row of spaced and substantially parallel fins 48. The
fins 48 may have a curved contour, such as a convex
contour, at the distal end 70. The curved contour can be
rounded or of a teardrop shape. The fins 48 may be ar-
ranged in parallel to the longitudinal axis of ll-1l. Addition-
ally, the fins 48 may be attached to or integral with the
top face 40 and the bottom 42 and wrap around the edge
at the distal end 70 between the opposite side edges 30
and 32. The fins 48 may have a top leg portion 52 that
extends on the top face 40 a predetermined amount to-
ward the proximal end 80. The fins 48 also have a bottom
leg portion 50 that extends on the bottom face 42 a pre-
determined amount toward the proximal end 80. As
shown in Figure 14, the bottom leg portion 50 may taper
downwardly toward the bottom face 42 and the top leg
portion 52 may project uniformly from the top face 40.
Moreover, the leg portions 50 and 52 may be part of a
continuous and unitary fin. The projections of the fins 48
from the distal end 70 may have a maximum height from
the base of the texture surface, such as the top face 40,
the bottom face 42 or the edge at the distal end 70, rang-
ing from about 0.001 to about 0.5 inches. The fins 48
may be arranged with spacing ranging from about 0.001
to about 0.25 inches.

[0049] The embodiment illustrated in Figure 13 also
provide an alternative embodiment of a handle portion
16 of the applicator 10. The handle portion 16 is narrower
than the head portion 14 and includes cut-outs or open-
ings 58 that facilitate gripping of the handle 16. The cut-
outs or openings 58 may be in any suitable shape. Pref-
erably, the cut-outs or openings 58 are narrow or elon-
gated. In the specific embodiment shown in Figure 13,
the cut-outs or openings 58 have an oval shape. In ad-
dition, as shown in Figure 13, the cut-outs or openings
58 may be arranged parallel to each other. More prefer-
ably, the cut-outs or openings 58 having a length per-
pendicular to the longitudinal axis I-1 of the handle portion
14.

[0050] Figures 15 and 16 illustrate another embodi-
ment of the applicator 10 not covered by the invention
including a head portion 14 and a handle portion 16 op-
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erably linked at an obtuse angle. The handle portion 16
of this particular embodiment is the same as that de-
scribed or the exemplary embodiment show in Figure 13.
[0051] The exemplary embodiment illustrated in Fig-
ures 15 and 16 provides another alternative embodiment
of the head portion 14 of the applicator 10. The head
portion 16 may include a side leg 30 having an end portion
38, on aright side of the longitudinal axis lI-1l of the head
portion 16 and a side leg 32 having an end portion 39,
on the left side of the longitudinal axis II-Il. The right side
leg 30 and the left side leg 32 form an opening therebe-
wteen for receiving a transfer element 56. As shown in
Figures 15and 16, the side legs 30 and 32 may be formed
from a concave cut-away at the distal end 70 of the head
portion 16. A right support opening 46 is provided in the
right end portion 38 and a corresponding left support
opening 47 is provided in the left end portion 39.
[0052] The transfer element 56, supported by the side
legs 30 and 32, includes opposite textured surfaces 54,
58 for holding a charge of cosmetic composition and
transferring it the eyelashes on contact. Specifically, the
transfer element 56 may be in the form of a conventional
mascara brush, or can have the shape of a cylinder, or
an elongated oval shape having a circular cross section.
The transfer element 56 has opposite ends 64 and 66
with respective support pins 72 and 74 that respectively
engage the support openings 46 and 47 in the side legs
30 and 32.

[0053] The engagement between the support pins 72
and 74 and the support openings 46 and 47 may be es-
tablished to permit rotation of the transfer element 56
relative to the side legs 30 and 32. Alternatively, such
engagement can be non-rotatable. In another embodi-
ment the transferelement 56 can be rendered detachable
from the side legs 30 and 32, and interchangeable with
other transfer elements 56 of different shapes or sizes
such as a roller shape transfer element 56 having a
rounded cylindrical shape or a rounded elongated oval
shape.

[0054] The invention described and claimed herein is
not to be limited in scope by the specific embodiments
herein disclosed since these embodiments are intended
as illustrations of several aspects of this invention. Any
equivalent embodiments are intended to be within the
scope of the claims. Indeed, various modifications of the
invention in addition to those shown and described herein
will become apparent to those skilled in the art from the
foregoing description. Such modification are also intend-
ed to fall within the scope of the appended claims.

Claims

1. Anergonomic applicator (10) for applying a cosmetic
composition to the eyelashes comprising:

a handle portion (16) dimensioned to permit the
applicator to be held between the thumb and
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fingers on opposing faces thereof, the opposing
faces being of sufficient width relative to the
thickness separating the faces to prevent rota-
tion of the handle when held between the thumb
and fingers; and

a head portion (14) having at least one transfer
element (56) comprising a textured surface for
holding a charge of cosmetic composition and
transferring it to the eyelashes on contact there-
with,

the at least one transfer element (56) extending
substantially across the width of the head portion
(14) and in a direction orthogonal to the longitu-
dinal axis (lI-1l) of the head portion,

wherein the longitudinal axis (lI-1l) of said head
portion (14) is oriented, or is rotatable to be ori-
ented, at an obtuse angle with respect to the
longitudinal axis (I-1) of the handle portion (16),
the head portion (14) has a terminal arcuate
edge at the distal end (70) thereof, said arcuate
edge being concave with respect to the head
portion (14); said concavity extending along the
width of the head portion (14);

the head portion comprising a top face (40) and
a bottom face (42);

characterized in that

the top face (40) ofthe head portion (14) includes
a transfer element (56) that extends substantial-
ly from the right side edge (32) to the left side
edge (30) and a predetermined distance from
the distal end (70) toward the proximal end (80),
whereby the transfer element (56) includes an
array of bristles (57);and/or the bottom face (42)
of the head portion (14) includes a transfer ele-
ment (56) that extends substantially from the
right side edge (32) to the left side edge (30) and
a predetermined distance from the distal end
(57) toward the proximal end (80), whereby the
transfer element (56) includes an array of bris-
tles (57);

the distal end (70) of the head portion (14) in-
cludes a transfer element (56) with spaced fin-
like projections that project from the edge at the
distal end (70) and extend from the top face (40)
to the bottom face (42) or with bristles (57), to
provide a further area on the applicator (10) for
applying the cosmetic composition to the eye-
lashes, wherein the bristles (57) on the top face
(40) and the bristles (57) on the bottom face (42)
stand upright relative to the longitudinal axis (lI-
Il) of the head portion (14) as seen in a side
elevational view.

The applicator (10) of claims 1, wherein the bristles
(57) on the top face (40) and/or the bristles (57) on
the bottom face (42) are arranged in spaced and
parallel rows or in staggered linear rows and col-
umns.
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The applicator (10) of one of claims 1 or 2, wherein
the contour of the applicator (10), in a view onto the
head portion (14) from above, comprises a constric-
tion between the head portion (14) and the handle
portion (16).

The applicator according to claim 1, wherein the han-
dle portion (16) further comprises finger grip en-
hancements (94) or cut-outs to increase friction be-
tween the handle portion and the thumb or fingers.

The applicator according to claim 1, wherein said
obtuse angle is from about 120 degrees to about 170
degrees.

The applicator according to claim 1, wherein the
maximum thickness separating the faces of the han-
dle portion (16) compared to the maximum width of
the handle portion is at a ratio from about 1:5 to
about 1 :50.

The applicator according to claim 1, wherein said
applicator is from about 35 mm to about 80 mm at
its longest point.

The applicator according to claim 1, wherein said
head portion (14) is rotatably adjustable with respect
to said handle portion (16) so as to adjust the obtuse
angle between said longitudinal axis lI-1l of said head
portion and said longitudinal axis I-I of said handle
portion.

The applicator according to claim 8, wherein said
head portion (14) and said handle portion (16) are
rotatable about an axis orthogonal to said longitudi-
nal axis ll-1l of said head portion and said longitudinal
axis I-1 of said handle portion.

The applicator according to claim 9, further compris-
ing a hinge permitting rotation of said head portion
(14) with respect to said handle portion (16).

A kit comprising the applicator according to claim 1
and a container charged with a liquid cosmetic for
application to a keratin fiber, and configured to re-
ceive the head portion (14) of said applicator when
inserted into said container so as to bring said trans-
fer element (56) into contact with said composition,
and a wiper attached to said container for removing
excess composition from said transfer element upon
removal of the applicator from the container.

A method for applying mascara to the eyelashes
comprising metering a charge of mascara onto the
transfer element (56) of the applicator according to
claim 1 and transferring the composition to the eye-
lashes by contacting said transfer element with said
eyelashes while holding the applicator in a substan-
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tially vertical position.

Patentanspriiche

Ergonomischer Applikator (10) zum Auftragen einer
kosmetischen Zusammensetzung auf die Wimpern,
umfassend:

einen Griffteil (16), der so dimensioniert ist, dass
der Applikator an seinen gegeniberliegenden
Flachen zwischen dem Daumen und den Fin-
gern gehalten werden kann, wobei die gegen(-
berliegenden Flachen in Bezug auf die Dicke,
welche die Flachen trennt, ausreichend breit
sind, um eine Drehung des Griffs zu verhindern,
wenn dieser zwischen dem Daumen und den
Fingern gehalten wird; und

einen Kopfteil (14) mit wenigstens einem Uber-
tragungselement (56), das eine texturierte
Oberflache aufweist, um eine Ladung der kos-
metischen Zusammensetzung zu halten und sie
aufdie Wimpern zu Ubertragen, wenn es mit die-
sen in Kontakt gelangt;

wobei sich das wenigstens eine Ubertragungs-
element (56) im Wesentlichen Uber die Breite
des Kopfteils (14) und in einer Richtung er-
streckt, die rechtwinklig zur Léangsachse (lI-11)
des Kopfteils ist;

wobei die Langsachse (lI-1I) des Kopfteils (14)
in Bezug auf die Langsachse (I-1) des Griffteils
(16) in einem stumpfen Winkel ausgerichtet ist
oder drehbar ist, um derart ausgerichtet zu wer-
den;

wobei der Kopfteil (14) an seinem distalen Ende
(70) einen abschlieRenden bogenférmigen
Rand aufweist, wobei der bogenférmige Rand
in Bezug auf den Kopfteil (14) konkav ist; wobei
sich die Konkavitat entlang der Breite des Kopf-
teils (14) erstreckt;

wobei der Kopfteil (14) eine Oberseite (40) und
eine Unterseite (42) umfasst,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

die Oberseite (40) des Kopfteils (14) ein Uber-
tragungselement (56) umfasst, das sich im We-
sentlichen vom rechten Rand (32) zum linken
Rand (30) und uber einen vorbestimmten Ab-
stand ausgehend vom distalen Ende (70) zum
proximalen Ende (80) erstreckt, wobei das
Ubertragungselement (56) eine Anordnung von
Borsten (57) umfasst; und/oder wobei die Un-
terseite (42) des Kopfteils (14) ein Ubertra-
gungselement (56) umfasst, das sich im We-
sentlichen vom rechten Rand (32) zum linken
Rand (30) und uber einen vorbestimmten Ab-
stand ausgehend vom distalen Ende (57) zum
proximalen Ende (80) erstreckt, wobei das
Ubertragungselement (56) eine Anordnung von
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Borsten (57) umfasst;

das distale Ende (70) des Kopfteils (14) ein
Ubertragungselement (56) mit Folgendem um-
fasst: mit beabstandeten flossenartigen Vor-
spriingen, die am distalen Ende (70) vom Rand
vorragen und sich von der Oberseite (40) zur
Unterseite (42) erstrecken, oder mit Borsten
(57), um auf dem Applikator (10) einen weiteren
Bereich zum Auftragen der kosmetischen Zu-
sammensetzung auf die Wimpern zu schaffen,
wobei die Borsten (57) an der Oberseite (40)
und die Borsten (57) an der Unterseite (42) von
der Seite gesehen in Bezug auf die Langsachse
(1I-11) des Kopfteils (14) aufrecht stehen.

Applikator (10) nach Anspruch 1, wobei die Borsten
(57) an der Oberseite (40) und/oder die Borsten (57)
an der Unterseite (42) in voneinander beabstande-
ten und parallelen Reihen oderin versetztenlinearen
Reihen und Spalten angeordnet sind.

Applikator (10) nach einem der Anspriiche 1 oder 2,
wobei die Kontur des Applikators (10) bei Draufsicht
auf den Kopfteil (14) eine Verengung zwischen dem
Kopfteil (14) und dem Giriffteil (16) aufweist.

Applikator nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Griffteil (16)
ferner Fingergriffverstarkungen (94) oder Ausschnit-
te aufweist, um die Reibung zwischen dem Griffteil
und dem Daumen oder den Fingern zu erhéhen.

Applikator nach Anspruch 1, wobei der stumpfe Win-
kel etwa 120 Grad bis etwa 170 Grad betragt.

Applikator nach Anspruch 1, wobei die maximale Di-
cke, welche die Seiten des Giriffteils (16) trennt, zur
maximalen Breite des Griffteils in einem Verhaltnis
von etwa 1:5 bis etwa 1:50 steht.

Applikator nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Applikator an
seinem langsten Punkt etwa 35 mm bis etwa 80 mm
lang ist.

Applikator nach Anspruch 1, wobei der Kopfteil (14)
in Bezug auf den Griffteil (16) durch Drehen einstell-
bar ist, um den stumpfen Winkel zwischen der
Langsachse llI-1l des Kopfteils und der Langsachse
I-1 des Giriffteils einstellen zu kénnen.

Applikator nach Anspruch 8, wobei der Kopfteil (14)
und der Griffteil (16) um eine Achse drehbar sind,
die rechtwinklig zur Langsachse -1l des Kopfteils
und zur Langsachse des Giriffteils |- ist.

Applikator nach Anspruch 9, ferner umfassend ein
Gelenk, das die Drehung des Kopfteils (14) in Bezug
auf den Griffteil (16) ermdglicht.
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Kit, umfassend den Applikator nach Anspruch 1 und
einen Behalter, der mit einem flissigen Kosmetik-
produkt zum Auftragen auf eine Keratinfaser geftllt
istund geeignetist, den Kopfteil (14) des Applikators
aufzunehmen, wenn er in den Behalter eingefiigt
wird, um das Ubertragungselement (56) in Kontakt
mit der Zusammensetzung zu bringen, und wobei
ein Abstreifelement am Behalter befestigt ist, um
beim Herausnehmen des Applikators aus dem Be-
halter Uberschissige Zusammensetzung von dem
Ubertragungselement zu entfernen.

Verfahren zum Auftragen von Mascara auf die Wim-
pern, umfassend das Zumessen einer Ladung Mas-
cara auf das Ubertragungselement (56) des Appli-
kators nach Anspruch 1 und das Ubertragen der Zu-
sammensetzung auf die Wimpern, indem das Uber-
tragungselement mit den Wimpern in Kontakt ge-
bracht wird, wahrend der Applikator in einer im We-
sentlichen vertikalen Position gehalten wird.

Revendications

1.

Un applicateur ergonomique (10) pour appliquer une
composition cosmétique sur les cils comprenant :

Une partie avec un manche (16) dimensionnée
pour permettre a I'applicateur d’étre tenu entre
le pouce et les doigts sur des c6tés opposés,
les c6tés opposeés étant d’'une largeur suffisante
par rapport a I'épaisseur séparant les cétés afin
d’éviter une rotation dumanche lorsqu’ilesttenu
entre le pouce et les doigts ; et

Une partie avant(14) ayantau moins un élément
de transfert (56) comprenant une surface textu-
rée pour tenir une charge de composition cos-
métique et la transférer aux cils en contact avec
celle-ci,

Un élément de transfert (56) au moins, s’éten-
dant principalement en travers de la largeur de
la partie avant (14) et dans un sens orthogonal
par rapport a I'axe longitudinal (lI-1) de la partie
avant,

Ou I'axe longitudinal (1I-11) de ladite portion avant
(14) est orienté, ou est rotatif pour étre orienté,
a un angle obtus par rapport a I'axe longitudinal
(I-1) de la partie avec un manche (16),

La partie avant (14) posséde un coin terminal
arqué a I'extrémité distale (70), ledit coin arqué
étant concave parrapport a la partie avant (14) ;
ladite concavité s’étendant le long de la largeur
de la partie avant (14) ;

La partie avant comprenant une face supérieure
(40) et une face inférieure (42) ;

Caractérisée en ce que

La partie supérieure (40) de la partie avant (14)
inclut un élément de transfert (56) qui s’étend
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principalement a partir du cété droit (32) jus-
qu’au cété gauche (30) et une distance prédé-
terminée a partir de I'extrémité distale (70) vers
I'extrémité proximale (80), ou I'élémentde trans-
fert (56) inclut un ensemble de poils (57) ;
et/ou la face inférieure (42) de la partie avant
(14) inclut un élément de transfert (56) qui
s’étend principalement a partir du cété droit (32)
jusqu’au c6té gauche (30) et une distance pré-
déterminée a partir de I'extrémité distale (57)
vers I'extrémité proximale (80), ou I'élément de
transfert (56) inclut un ensemble de poils (57) ;
L’extrémité distale (70) de la partie avant (14)
inclut un élément de transfert (56) avec des pro-
jectionsressemblant a de petites ailes espacées
qui se projettent du coté aI'extrémité distale (70)
et s’étendent a partir de la face supérieure (40)
a la face inférieure (42) ou avec des poils (57),
pour fournir une autre zone sur I'applicateur (10)
afin d’appliquer la composition cosmétique sur
les cils, ou les poils (57) sur la face supérieure
(40) et les poils (57) sur la face inférieure (42)
sont droits par rapport a I'axe longitudinal (II-11)
de la partie avant (14) tel que vu dans la vue
latérale en perspective.

L’applicateur (10) de la revendication 1, ou les poils
(57) sur la face supérieure (40) et/ou les poils (57)
sur la face inférieure (42) sont disposés en rangs
espaces et paralleles ou en rangs et colonnes linéai-
res échelonnés.

L’applicateur (10) de la revendication 1 ou 2, ou le
contour de l'applicateur (10), dans une vue sur la
partie avant (14) a partir du dessus, comprend un
resserrement entre la partie avant (14) et la partie
avec un manche (16).

L’applicateur selon la revendication 1, ou la partie
avec un manche (16) comprend de plus des amé-
liorations de tenue avec les doigts (94) ou des dé-
coupes pour améliorer la friction entre la partie avec
un manche et le pouce ou les doigts.

L’applicateur selon la revendication 1, ou ledit angle
obtus est a partir d’environ 120 degrés jusqu’a en-
viron 170 degrés.

L’applicateur selon la revendication 1, ou I'épaisseur
maximum séparant les faces de la partie avec un
manche (16) comparé a la largeur maximum de la
partie avec un manche est a un rapport d’environ
1:5 a environ 1 :50.

L’applicateur selon la revendication 1, ou ledit appli-
cateur est environ de 35 mm a environ 80 mm a son
point le plus long.
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L’applicateur selon la revendication 1, ou ladite par-
tie avant (14) est réglable de fagon rotative par rap-
port a ladite partie avec un manche (16) de fagon a
régler I'angle obtus entre ledit axe longitudinal II-ll
de ladite partie avant et ledit axe longitudinal I-I de
ladite partie avec un manche.

L’applicateur selon la revendication 8, ou ladite par-
tie avant (14) et ladite partie avec un manche (16)
tournent autour d’'un axe orthogonal a I'axe longitu-
dinal ll-1l de ladite partie avant et 'axe longitudinal
I-I de ladite partie avec un manche.

L’'applicateur selon la revendication 9, comprenant
de plus une charniére permettant une rotation de
ladite partie avant (14) par rapport a ladite partie avec
un manche (16).

Un kit comprenant I'applicateur selon la revendica-
tion 1 et un récipient chargé d’'un liquide cosmétique
pour I'application d’une fibre de kératine, et configuré
pour recevoir la partie avant (14) dudit applicateur
lorsqu'’il est inséré dans ledit récipient afin d’'amener
ledit élément de transfert (56) en contact avec ladite
composition, et un effaceur attaché a ce récipient
pour retirer la composition excessive de I'élément
de I'élément de transfert lors du retrait de I'applica-
teur du récipient.

Une méthode pour appliquer du mascara aux cils
comprenant la mesure d’'une charge de mascara sur
I'élément de transfert (56) de I'applicateur selon la
revendication 1 et le transfert de la composition aux
cils en mettant en contact cet élément de transfert
et les cils tout en maintenant I'applicateur dans une
position principalement verticale.
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FIG. 4
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