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(54) Earth drilling tool and method

(57)  The presentinvention relates to a drilling tool for
down-the-hole drilling, which drilling tool is intended to
drill a hole ahead of a following casing tube, the drilling
tool comprising a drill assembly which comprises a cen-
tral pilot drill bit portion, a peripheral ring shaped drill bit
portion and a casing shoe , said assembly being coupled
to a drill string wherein the drill string is connected to the
assembly via a drive shaft device which releasably inter-
fits with the central pilot drill bit portion for transmitting
torque from the drill string to the drill assembly.
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Description
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a drilling tool
for down-the-hole drilling, which drilling tool is intended
to drill a hole ahead of a following casing tube, the drilling
tool comprising a drill assembly which comprises a cen-
tral pilot drill bit portion, a peripheral ring shaped drill bit
portion and a coupling device, said assembly being cou-
pled to a drill string.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

[0002] Drilling tools for down the hole drilling are pre-
viously known that comprise an assembly of parts form-
ing a central drill bit portion, i.e. a central reusable drill
bit portion with a pilot drill, a peripheral ring shaped drill
bit portion and a ring shaped coupling device. When a
hole is done the peripheral ring shaped drill bit portion
and the ring shaped coupling device are left in the drill
hole whereas the central pilot drill bit portion is retracted
from the hole together with the drill string and can be
reused. Known types of drilling tools are seen in

EP1402146, US4773489, US5803192 and
W09534740.
[0003] Depending on the type of ground to be drilled

(e.g. soft, medium or hard formation rock) different drill
bit portions of various types are used. The size of the
pilot drill bit portion is also varied depending on the de-
sired diameter of the hole to be drilled. For each new
circumstance the drill bit portion is switched into one that
meets the new requirements, which may often be a time
consuming process. If the drill bit portion is worn out it is
disposed of and replaced by a new central drill bit portion.
This leads to considerable waste of material which is un-
desirable both from an economical and environmental
point of view.

[0004] Another problem related to presently known
drilling tools is that production of the large and heavy drill
bit portions is associated with a laborious and uneconom-
ical production process. Often an initial large piece of
steel material is cut in a metalworking lathe into a desired
shape, which often leads to loss of material. During pro-
duction of drill bit portions it is not uncommon that an
initial steel block is reduced from a thickness of 800 mm
to a final diameter of 100 mm, meaning a substantial
amount of cut away steel is merely thrown as waste.

OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

[0005] It is an object of the present invention to over-
come or at least minimize at least one of the drawbacks
and disadvantages of the above described known drilling
tools.

[0006] A first object of the present invention is to be
able to easily exchange the central drill bit portion so that
the same drive shaft may be provided with a new pilot
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drill bit portion whereas the drive shaft itself is reused.
This will lead to a number of advantages, such as

- reduced material consumption (i.e. only the actual
pilot drill portion of the drilling tool which is subject
to wear and tear is exchanged while the drive shaft
is reused),

- the possibility of easily switching between differently
dimensioned pilot drill portions enabling for quick ad-
justments of the equipment for drilling different types
of holes and different types of ground (e.g. soft, me-
dium or hard formation rock),

- easier manufacturing of the drilling tool due to that
the smaller units of the invented tool can be produced
with less material consumption compared to produc-
tion of one large central drill bit portion as is known
prior art,

- easier maintenance due to smaller and less heavy
parts.

[0007] This and other objects, which are obvious to the
expert, have been able to be realized in a surprising man-
ner by designing the drilling tool in accordance with the
characterizing part of claim 1. Preferred embodiments of
the invented drilling tool are defined in the dependent
claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0008] The invention will be described in more detail
with reference to the enclosed figures, in which:

Fig. 1A is an elevational view of the lower portion of
a drilling tool according to

one embodiment of the invention,

Fig. 1B is a vertical cross sectional view of the lower
portion of the drilling tool

shown in Fig. 1A,

Fig. 2 is an exploded view showing a drilling tool
according to one embodiment

of the invention,

Fig. 3 is a perspective view showing the central pilot
drill bit portion according to

one embodiment of the invention,

Figs. 4A-C show different views of the central pilot
drill bit portion shown in Fig. 3,

Fig. 5 is a perspective view showing the blast pro-
tection ring according to one

embodiment of the invention,

Fig. 6 is a perspective view showing the drill shaft
according the one

embodiment of the invention,

Figs. 7A-B show different views of the casing shoe
according to one embodiment of

the invention,

Fig. 8A is a perspective view showing the drill shaft
according the another

embodiment of the invention,
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Fig. 8B shows an end view of the drill shaft shown
in Fig. 8A,

Fig. 9A is a perspective view showing a central pilot
drill bit portion according to

another embodiment of the invention, and

Fig. 9B is a cross sectional view of the central pilot
drill bit portion in Fig. 9A.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EM-
BODIMENTS

[0009] The foregoing aspects and many of the attend-
antadvantages of this invention will become more readily
appreciated as the same become better understood by
reference to the following detailed description, when tak-
en in conjunction with the accompanying drawings. Fur-
ther, the description, and the examples contained there-
in, are provided for the purpose of describing and illus-
trating certain embodiments of the invention only and are
notintended to limit the scope of the invention in any way.
[0010] In Figs. 1 and 2 is shown the drilling tool ac-
cording to one embodiment of the invention. The shown
drilling tool is intended for down-the-hole drilling, wherein
a hole is drilled ahead of a following casing tube 13. As
is known per se a chuck 12 is coupled to a continuous
drill string (not shown), via a hammer unit (not shown) in
a casing tube 13, by means of which a drill assembly 10
rotates clockwise in the embodiment illustrated and re-
ceives percussion energy from the hammer unit. The drill
assembly 10 can be assigned percussion energy via a
down-the-hole hammer (not shown) or a left-rotating top-
hammer coupled in a torsionally rigid manner (not
shown). The drill string, hammer unit and their parts are
of a conventional type and are not shown in the figures.
[0011] The drilling tool 1 comprises a drill assembly 10
which has a central, reusable pilot drill bit portion 2, a
peripheral ring shaped disposable ring drill bit portion 4
and a disposable coupling device 3 in the form of a casing
shoe. The casing shoe 3 is fixed to the casing tube 13
by means of welding 5 (as in known per se). The ring drill
bit portion 4 has external threads 45 at the top sides which
are used to thread it into the casing shoe 3, past the
threads on the casing shoe 3, to allow the ring drill bit
portion 4 some axial play between the threads 35 and an
intermediate edge 36. According to the invention the said
assembly 10 is coupled to the drill string, via the chuck
12, which in turn via internal splines 121 transfer torque
to a drive shaft device 9 (via mating splines 98), which
releasably interfits with the pilot drill bit portion 2 for trans-
mitting torque from the drill string to the drill assembly
10. (Also the top flange 97 of the drive shaft device has
splines to allow the chuck 12 to be moved onto it from
above.)

[0012] The drive shaft device 9 interfits with the pilot
drill bit portion 2 via a central hole 22 within the pilot drill
bit portion 2, as will be explained more in detail below.
Around the upper part 91 of said drive shaft 9 there is
mounted the chuck 12, which in its turn is resting on a

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ring shaped blast protection unit 15. The blast protection
ring 15 is interposed between the chuck 12 and the cen-
tral pilot drill bit portion 2. As is known per se the chuck
12 is arranged with outer threads and an edge 121 for
interfit with the casing of the hammer (not shown). The
blows from the hammer hit on the top 99 of the drive shaft
device 9 . The chuck 12 is arranged to axially slide along
the splines 98 and also as a concequence along the cy-
lindrical surface of the drive shaft below the splines 98.
As known per se coupling halves (not shown), blocked
by the upper edge 97 keep the chuck 12 safely in place
together with the drive shaft device 9.

[0013] Asis common knowledge, upon drilling a flush-
ing medium (such as pressurized air) is supplied through
the central through hole 94 of the shaft 9 and further via
flushing channels 26, 26’ within the pilot drill bit portion
2. Any by drilling loosened matter/gravel is activated by
the onset of flushing medium and is removed from the
drill hole through longitudinal flushing grooves 21 (see
Fig. 3-4) on the outer side of the pilot drill bit portion 2.
This results in a blasting stream of drilled loose matter
which exits flushing grooves 21 in an upward direction.
According to the invention said blast protecting ring 15
is positioned adjacent to the opening of the flushing
grooves 21 so that the blasted matter will hit the surface
of said ring 15 instead of hitting the guide body 12 thus
protecting it from wear which is advantageous since the
guide body 12 is made of a more expensive material com-
pared to the ring 15 unit. Preferably the blast protecting
ring 15 is made of a hardened steel material which will
resist the heavy onset of blasting matter/gravel. When
worn out the ring 15 is very easily exchanged into a new
one. As is seen in Fig. 1B the ring 15 preferably has a
tapered cross section with a narrow base abutting the
top part of the pilot drill bit portion 2 and the wider portion
abutting the guide body 12. The tapered shape leads to
that the flushed matter/gravel is guided outwards and
upwards and is transported along the inner walls of the
casing tube 13.

[0014] The releasable connection between the drive
shaft 9 and the pilot drill bit portion 2 is preferably
achieved in two ways cooperating with each other. First
in that a number of connecting bits 16 torsionally inter-
connect the two units 2, 9, and second in that at least
one locking ball 250 is positioned within circumferential
recesses 25, 95 preventing the drive shaft 9 from being
retracted out of the central hole 22 (see Fig. 3) of the pilot
drill bit portion 2. The connection between the drive shaft
9 and the pilot drill bit portion 2 will be described in more
detail in connection to Fig. 2, Fig. 4B and Fig. 8 - 9. The
second axial coupling may be achieved in other ways
than by means of a locking ball, for instance by means
of a locking pin or the like preventing axial retraction.
[0015] The present design of a drilling tool 1 leads to
that only the pilot drill bit portion 2 may be exchanged by
reusing the same drive shaft device 9, which provides
many advantages, e.g. cost advantages (smaller part
leads to less material and easier production) and easier
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maintenance. Thanks to the invention itis possible to use
modular design and subdivide the components of a drill-
ing tool into modular units which may be combined in a
highly flexible way into a desired drilling tool 1. This also
leads to less heavy exchange part and easier accessible
releasable connection.

[0016] Fig. 2 shows an exploded view of one embod-
iment according to the invention. The drive shaft 9 has
an upper 91 and a lower 92 portion, where the lower
portion is intended to be introduced into the central hole
22 (see Fig. 3) of the pilot drill bit portion 2. At the lower
portion 92 the drive shaft is provided with a number of
longitudinal recesses 93, preferably three outer recesses
93, which are symmetrically arranged around the outer
surface of the drive shaft 9. Each recess matches a re-
movable connecting bit 16. As is shown in Fig. 3 the cen-
tral hole 22 of the pilot drill bit portion 2 comprises a
number of inner recesses 23, preferably the same
number of inner recesses 23 as there are outer recesses
93 within the drive shaft 9, that is, in the embodiment of
Fig. 2 and 3 a number of three. The skilled person un-
derstands that the number of connecting bits 16 and inner
recesses 23 respectively can be more than three, de-
pending on the required torque momentum transmission
of a particular drilling assembly 1. For larger drilling as-
semblies as many as twelve connecting bits 16 may be
necessary in order to achieve a strong enough torque
transmitting coupling, whereas for medium type assem-
blies six or eight may be enough.

[0017] The coupling of a drive shaft 9 and a pilot drill
bit portion 2 is now to be described.

[0018] A connecting bit 16 is positioned within each of
said recesses 93 so that each bit 16 is partly projecting
radially out from the drive shaft 9. Preferably the arrange-
ment according to the invention 1 comprises retaining
means or a retaining mechanism for at least temporarily
retaining the connecting bits 16 within the matching re-
cesses 93 of the drive shaft 9. Thus when disconnecting
the drive shaft 9 from a pilot drill bit portion 2 the con-
necting bits 16 will remain positioned within the recessed
until being removed, which may for instance be done
manually. Retaining of the connecting bits 16 may be
achieved in many different ways, for example with of one
or more O-rings being introduced around the plurality of
connecting bits 16 keeping them in place. It is also pos-
sible to provide some sort of mechanical formfitting be-
tween the connecting bits 16 and the recesses 93, for
instance matching protrusions and grooves, having an
engaging effect. The drive shaft 9 is introduced into the
central hole 22 of the pilot drill bit portion 2. Upon intro-
duction of the drive shaft 9 the protruding connecting bits
16 are positioned to slide into the inner recesses 23 re-
sulting in a torsional connection/coupling between the
drive shaft 9 and the pilot drill bit portion 2. According to
a preferred aspect of the invention the outer surface of
each of the connecting bits 16 is arranged with an outer
radius, and in a corresponding manner each of said inner
recesses 23 has an inner radius mating the outer radius
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of said connecting bit 16. The radial mating surfaces of
the connecting bits 16 and the inner recesses 23 respec-
tively leads to a firm connection between the drive shaft
9 and the drill bit portion 2 where torque is transmitted
from the drive shaft 9 to the drill bit 2 over the entire radius
of the connecting bit 16, leading to a very effective trans-
fer of forces and also to a significantly improved mechan-
ical sustainability compared to known drilling tools.
[0019] A benefit of the releasable connecting bits 16
is that they are easily replaceable when worn out, leading
to that by means of just shifting minor components of the
connection its lifetime may be extended thus postponing
the need for replacing the whole drive shaft 9, which ob-
viously is expensive and leads to undesired waste of ma-
terials.

[0020] The drive shaft 9 further comprises an outer cir-
cumferential recess 95. Upon introduction of the drive
shaft 9 into the central hole 22 of the pilot drill bit portion
2 the outer recess 95 is arranged to be positioned to face
an inner circumferential recess 25 within the central hole
22 of the pilot drill bit portion 2 (see Fig. 4B) thus jointly
creating a kind of inner annular groove 25, 95. In order
to lock the drive shaft 9 and the pilot drill bit portion 2 in
an axial direction one or more locking balls 250 are put
through a radial bore inlet 251 within the drill bit portion
2, leading to the circumferential groove 25, 95, which
allows the balls 250 to interconnect the drive shaft 9 and
the pilot drill bit portion 2 in the axial direction, but with
some play to not cause damage to the balls 250 upon
blows from the hammer. After supply of the balls 250 the
inlet 251 is arranged with a releasable plug (not shown)
that extends into the periphery of the recess 25 to safety
position the balls 250 within the groove 25, 95.

[0021] A particular advantage provided by the present
invention relates to that threaded connections between
the releasable components 2, 4; 2, 9 of the drilling tool 1
are essentially avoided. Threaded connections are often
very hard to release after a drilling operation, whereas
the couplings according to the invention on the contrary
are quite easy to loosen.

[0022] Fig. 3 shows a perspective view of a pilot drill
bit portion 2 according to one embodiment of the inven-
tion with said central hole 22 and inner recesses 23 di-
mensioned to match the connecting bits 16. The pilot drill
bit portion 2 is further provided with a number (here three)
of outer flushing grooves 21 which function as transport-
ing channels for drilled matter and gravel out of the drilled
hole. The lower part of the pilot drill bit portion 2 comprises
protrusions 24 intended for connecting the pilot drill bit
portion 2 to the ring drill bit portion 4 (see Figs. 7A-B).
[0023] According to a preferred embodimentthe upper
portion of the pilot drill bit portion 2 comprises a first 27
and a second 28 flange which function will be more de-
scribed later.

[0024] Referring now to Figs. 4A-B which show the un-
derside, a cross section and the upper side of a pilot drill
bit portion 2 respectively. The lower drill surface 29 has
openings of said flushing channels 26, the diameter of
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which is adapted to the desired flushing medium and/or
flow quantity. As is clear from Fig. 4B a first 27 and a
second flange 28 are arranged at the upper part of the
pilot drill bit portion 2 resulting in a first 270 and a second
meeting edge 280. These edges assist in transferring the
percussion energy that via the top 99 is transferred to
the bottom 97 of the drive shaft device 9 and there from
partly transferred to the ring drill bit portion 4 . The task
of the first meeting edge 270 is to abut the top edge 30
of casing shoe 3. Likewise, the second meeting edge 280
is intended to meet and abut a inner top edge 443 of the
ring drill bit portion 4 (as is also seen in Fig. 1B). During
drilling operation the described design with double flang-
es 27, 28 on the pilot drill bit portion 2 leads to the ad-
vantage of substantially reduced wear on the equipment
compared to a design with one flange, since percussion
energy is absorbed by two pairs of meeting edges instead
of one. Hence, the percussion energy will first be trans-
ferred to the central drill bit portion 2, some of which will
directly act at its drill face 29, and some that via first edge
270, further via its intermediate edge 36 to an outer top
edge 42 of the ring drill bit portion 4, and further some
that via the second edge 280 will be transferred to the
inner top edge 43 of the ring drill bit portion 4.

[0025] Hence, percussion energy is transferred from
the drill bit portion 2 to the ring drill bit portion 4 at two
radially off-set positions/edges 42, 43. Accordingly in to-
tal a large transfer area is obtained, which is even in-
creased by having tapered mating surfaces 43/280;
42/36.

[0026] Anotherbeneficial aspect of the invention is that
the design of the assembly 10 (i.e. the meeting surfaces)
results in that the backward recoil energy created during
drilling operation will be effectively absorbed by the com-
ponents of the drill assembly 10. Upon kickback, recoil
energy will be transferred from the pilot drill bit portion 2
via the connecting protrusions 24 to the casing shoe 4,
and there from to the lower end surface 36 of the ring bit
portion 3. Also this design will lead to substantially re-
duced wear and tear on the drilling tools.

[0027] Asisseeninthe cross sectional view in Fig. 4B
there is a radial bore 251 for the locking balls 250, adapt-
ed to the diameter of the radial recess 25.

[0028] For clarifying reasons are provided Figs. 5 and
6 showing perspective views of the blast protecting ring
15 and the drive shaft device 9 respectively. The blast
protecting ring 15 is tapered with a lower narrow end 150
and a wider upper end 151, where the diameter of the
wider end preferably corresponds to the outer diameter
of the lower end of the chuck 12.

[0029] The perspective view of the drive shaft device
9 further shows the central flushing channel 94 intended
for flushing of medium.

[0030] In Figs. 7A-B are seen the ring drill bit portion
4 according to a preferred embodiment. When shown
from above, as in Fig. 7A, it is seen that the ring drill bit
portion 4 comprises a number of connecting grooves 40
which matches the connection protrusions 24 of the pilot
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drill bit portion 2. The protrusions 24 are introduced into
the grooves 40, until edges 280 and 43 meet, and the
parts 2,4 are then turned so that relative to each other
the protrusions 24 are fit into a recess 44 arranged at the
bottom of each groove 40. Here the recesses 44 are po-
sitioned for right-hand rotation (seen from above) intend-
ed for the protrusions 24. In case of a drilling tool with a
left-hand rotation the recesses 44 shall be positioned in
a mirror-image position compared to Fig. 7A. When the
drilling operation is completed the drill string is turned the
opposite direction, so that the protrusions 24 of the pilot
drill bit portion 2 are released/moved out from the recess-
es 44, whereby the drill string with shaft device 9 and
pilot drill bit portion 2 is free to lift upwards from the ring
drill bit portion 4 which is left in the drilled hole together
with said casing shoe 3.

[0031] In Fig. 8A - B is shown a drive shaft device 9
according to another embodiment of the invention. In Fig.
8A, showing a perspective view of a drive shaft 9, there
is seen that the component has a first upper end 91 and
a second lower end 92, whereat in said upper end 91
there is arranged a top flange 97 arranged to keep the
chuck 12 safely in place together with the drive shaft de-
vice 9. A protruding flange 920 ensures that the drill shaft
9 when connected to a drill bit portion 2 is introduced into
the drill bit portion 2 to the right extent and is positioned
correctly in order for the outer recess 95 and the inner
circumferential recess 25 within the central hole 22 of the
pilot drill bit portion to meet and jointly creating a kind of
inner annular groove 25, 95.

[0032] The embodiment seen in Fig. 8A comprises in
its lower end 92 a plurality of elongated connecting mem-
bers 96 fixedly arranged onto and forming an integrated
part of the drive shaft device 9. The connecting members
96 may be fixedly attached onto the drive shaft 9 or they
may be cut out during the production of the drive shaft
9. Each of the connecting members 96 is formed with an
outer radius, similar to the releasable connecting bits 16
previously described, and are arranged to match with
inner recesses 23 of a mating drill bit portion 2 (see Fig.
9A - B).

[0033] InFig. 8B thereis shown an end view of the drill
shaft 9 of Fig. 8A, exposing the central through hole 94.
Herein is seen the plurality of connecting members 96
circumferentially distributed around the lower end 92 of
a drill shaft 9. Preferably the connecting members 96 are
evenly positioned around the circumference of the shaft
9 in order to achieve a balanced torque transmission up-
on operation. In this example the shaft 9 comprises eight
connecting members 96, whereat two neighbouring con-
necting members 96 are arranged with an angle o in
between as is illustrated in Fig. 8B. Preferably o is the
same for all connecting members 96, meaning in this
example (i.e. eight members 96) o equals 45°. However
other numbers of connecting members 96 are also pos-
sible meaning thatalso angle awill vary. For larger drilling
equipment (i.e. larger pilot drill bits 2) as many as twelve
connecting members 96 might be necessary for attaining
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enough strength in the torque coupling, whereas a lesser
number may suffice for smaller drilling assemblies 10.
[0034] Thedrillingassembly 10 according to the inven-
tion may be used for a variety of sizes of drilling equip-
ment. Fig. 8B shows the diameter D of the lower end 92
of the drill shaft 9. The diameter D may be between 50 -
250 mm depending on the size of the pilot drill bit portion
2 to be coupled to the drill shaft 9. The size of the pilot
drill bit portion 2 will determine the size of the hole to be
drilled, and the drill bit portion 2 in its turn must be adapted
to the size of the casing tube 13. An advantageous aspect
of the present invention is that one type of drill shaft 9
can be used for connecting many different types (e.qg.
sizes) of pilot drill bit portions 2, meaning that the drilling
equipmentis easily and quickly adapted to different types
of drilling operations (e.g. in order to handle different
typed of holes and different types of grounds respective-
ly). By also being able to exchange the pilot drill bit 9 the
assembly 10 according to the invention can cover a wide
variety of different sizes of drilling tools 1, meaning for
instance when a certain type of drill shaft 9 is too small
to handle a given drill bit portion 2 changing of the shaft
9 into a larger one enables further operation with said
drill bit portion 2 (providing that the casing tube 13 is also
compatible, as is obvious to the skilled person).

[0035] In Fig. 9A there is seen a perspective view of a
pilot drill bit portion 2 according to another embodiment
of the invention, arranged to mate with and be connected
to a drill shaft 9 as the one shown in Fig. 9A-B. In Fig.
9B there is seen a cross sectional view along line IXB in
Fig. 9A. In a corresponding manner to what’s previously
been described the lower end 92 portion of a drill shaft
9 is arranged to be introduced into the central opening
22 of the drill bit portion 2 to achieve a torque coupling.
Axial coupling is achieved by means of for instance a ball
lock arrangement. The inner recesses 23 of the drill bit
portion 2 are arranged with an inner radius mating the
outer radius of said connecting members 96 so that a
firm connection between the connecting members 96 and
the innerrecesses 23 is achieved resulting in an excellent
torque momentum transmission over the entire radius
surface.

[0036] As is well understood by the skilled person the
size of the drill bit portion 2 will determine the size of the
hole to be drilled. Various dimensions of drill bits 2 can
be used in a drilling tool 1 according to the invention, and
the diameter d of the drill bits 2 may vary between 90 -
610 mm for different types of drill bits 2. Thanks to the
invention it is possible to rather easily adapt the equip-
ment to handling different types of drilling, by providing
a plurality of central pilot drill bit portions 2 (including at
least two different drill bit portions 2) and exchange of
one central drill bit portion 2 to a different kind.

[0037] It is understood that the objects of the present
invention set forth above, among those made apparent
by the detailed description, shall be interpreted as illus-
trative and not in a limiting sense. Within the scope of
the following claims the set-up of various alterations of
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the present invention may be possible. For instance, for
the skilled person itis evident that there exist a big variety
of different solutions to achieve the couplings used be-
tween the drive shaft device 9 and the pilot drill bit portion
2, e.g. to achieve the axial coupling, by means of bores
and pins (as known per se), or plate formed segments
fitting into corresponding recesses, etc. Likewise the re-
leasable torque coupling can be achieved in many differ-
ent ways, e.g. by the use of splines, etc. Further itis also
feasible to achieve the coupling by having a threaded
connection between the drive shaft device 9 and the pilot
drill bit portion 2. Further it is foreseen that a check valve
device 6 (see fig 1) may be used to hinder dirt (pressu-
rized) to enter into the hammer device during stand still.

Claims

1. Dirilling tool for down-the-hole drilling, which drilling
tool is arranged to drill a hole ahead of a following
casing tube (13), the drilling tool comprising a drill
assembly (10) which comprises a central pilot drill
bit (2, 9), a casing shoe (3) and an outer peripheral
ring shaped drill bit portion (3, 4) releasably attached
to said central pilot drill bit (2, 9), said assembly (10)
being coupled to a drill string, characterized in that
the central pilot drill bit (2), comprises a central pilot
drill bit portion (2) and a drive shaft device (9) which
are arranged to releasably interfit to transmit torque
from the drill string to the drill assembly (10), wherein
the drive shaft device (9) has a lower, shaft formed
portion (92), which releasably interfits withina central
hole (22) of the pilot drill bit portion (2) by means of
afirst coupling arrangement (16, 96, 23, 93), wherein
said shaft formed portion (92) is arranged with con-
necting members (16, 96) each comprising an outer
radius arranged to mate with inner recesses (23)
within the central hole (22), each recess (23) com-
prising an inner radius mating with the outer radius
of said connecting members (16, 96), whereby a
torque transmitting coupling is achieved.

2. Drilling tool according to claim 1, wherein said first
coupling (16, 23, 93) is arranged by means of releas-
able, connecting bits (16) arranged to match recess-
es (93) around the periphery of said second end (92),
and also to match inner recesses (23) in said central
hole (22), so that upon coupling the rotational move-
ment from the drive shaft (9) is transmitted to said
assembly (10).

3. Dirillingtool according to any preceding claim, where-
in the drive shaft device (9) is axially coupled to the
central pilot drill bit (2) by means of a second releas-
able axial coupling arrangement (25, 95, 250).

4. Dirilling tool according to claim 3, wherein said sec-
ond releasable coupling arrangement (25, 95, 250)
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comprises at least one locking ball (250), preferably
a number of locking balls (250), arranged within a
circumferential recess (25) within said central hole
(22) of the central pilot drill bit (2) and also a circum-
ferential recess (95) around the periphery of the drive
shaft device (9).

Drilling tool according to claim 4, wherein there is
arranged a radial bore (251) in the body of said cen-
tral pilot drill bit (2) arranged to facilitate supply and
removal of said locking ball/s (250).

Drilling tool according to claim 5, wherein the central
pilot drill bit portion (2) comprises a first (27) flange
and a second flange (28), wherein said first (27)
flange (27) is arranged to transmit percussion energy
to said drill bit portion (2) indirectly via said casing
shoe (3) and said second flange (28) is arranged to
transmit percussion energy directly to said drill bit
ring (4).

Drilling tool according to any preceding claim, where-
in the drilling tool (1) comprises a chuck (12) ar-
ranged to transmit torque from said drill string to said
drill assembly (10).

Drilling tool according to claim 7, wherein there is a
blast protecting ring (15) positioned in between the
central pilot drill bit portion (2) and the chuck (12).

Drilling tool according to claim 8, wherein the blast
protecting ring (15) has a tapered cross section.

Drilling tool according to any preceding claim, where-
inthe central pilot drill bit portion (2) comprises axially
extending flushing grooves (21).

Drilling tool assembly comprising a plurality of central
pilot drill bit portions (2) according to any preceding
claim, wherein said plurality of central pilot drill bit
portions (2) include at least two different drill bit por-
tions (2) arranged to handle different types of drilling.

Method for assembling a drilling tool comprising the
steps of

a. providing a drill assembly (10) with a central
pilot drill bit portion (2), a peripheral ring shaped
drill bit portion (4) and a casing shoe (3),

b. providing a casing tube (13) which and a drill
string,

c. characterized in

d. further providing a drive shaft device (9) and
e. connecting the drive shaft device (9) to trans-
fer torque from a drill string, and

f. releasably connecting the drive shaft device
(9) by means of a torque coupling (16, 23, 93)
to the central drill bit portion (20).
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13.

14.

15.

16.

Method according to claim 12, further also releasably
connecting the drive shaft device (9) by means of a
axial coupling (25, 95, 250) to the central drill bit por-
tion (20).

Method according to claim 13, further providing a
plurality of central pilot drill bit portions (2) including
at least two different drill bit portions (2) and ex-
change of one central drill bit portion (2) to a different
kind of drill bit portion (2) to handle different types of
drilling.

Method according to claim 14, wherein said ex-
change is related to handle different types of holes.

Method according to claim 14, wherein said ex-
change is related to handle different kind of grounds.
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