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(54)

(57)  Aserialdatareceiver circuit apparatus toreceive
serial data delimited by a first bit length, the circuit appa-
ratus includes: a serial/parallel converter circuit to con-
vert the serial data into parallel data of a second bit length
that is smaller than the first bit length; a data hold circuit
to hold a plurality of parallel data; a detector circuit to

Serial data receiver circuit apparatus and serial data receiving method

detect a delimiter position in the received serial data; a
detected position hold circuit to generate a select signal
to select data included in the parallel data stored in the
data hold circuit; and a selector circuit to select data in
units of the second bit length starting from the data de-
limiter position based on the select signal.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-3

detection of delimiter positions in a received serial data
stream, wherein the detection processing is done based on a
plurality of comparator circuits using data units having a
bit length smaller than the bit length of the data contained
in the serial bit stream.

2. claims: 4-8

transferring data from one clock domain to a second clock
domain by use of a clock transfer buffer, wherein data is
written into the clock transfer buffer according to the
clock of the first clock domain and read out of the clock
transfer buffer according to the clock of the second
domain.
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