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Description
BACKGROUND
1. Technical Field

[0001] The invention relates to wet shaving razor sys-
tems and, in particular, to a container for razor blade car-
tridges for a wet shaving razor which are releasably at-
tachable to the razor handle of the razor.

2. Description of the prior art

[0002] Modem wet shaving razors include a handle
and a razor cartridge mounted on the handle. The razor
cartridge comprises one or more blades. Inrazor systems
in which the handle is reusable, the razor cartridge is
removably mounted on the handle.

[0003] The replaceable blade cartridges for razor sys-
tems having a reusable handle are stored in a container
(also referred to as a dispenser). Some known razor sys-
tems also comprise a razor tray for placing the razor ther-
eon when not in use. Some known razor trays also com-
prise receiving spaces for replaceably receiving a con-
tainer or dispenser. After shaving, the razor handle in-
cluding the blade cartridge attached thereto can be
placed on the tray. Some known trays are provided with
features for supporting the razor handle in a position in
which the razor handle projects from the tray so that, for
drying purposes, the razor blade cartridge is completely
surrounded by the air instead of being arranged close to
the tray which can affect venting of the wet razor blade
cartridge.

[0004] Examples for the prior art system described
above are shown in US-A-2,122,158, US-Des-256,996,
GB-A-1459446,DE-A-2405175, US-Des-256,995, USD
494,796 S, and USD 533,380 S.

[0005] In GB-A-1 459 446 a container for razor car-
tridges is disclosed which comprises several separated
compartments for storing one razor blade cartridge each.
In this document itis mentioned that the known container
can be used as a razor stand by returning the razor blade
cartridge to an empty compartment and leaving the han-
dle secured to the razor blade cartridge. For this possi-
bility, one or more drain holes may be provided in the
known container to facilitate the escape of water to avoid
the razor blade cartridges being subjected to excessive
moisture. However, this known kind of razor stand feature
in a container for razor blade cartridges is still disadvan-
tageous in that venting the razor blade cartridge in the
compartment is more or less aggravated so that the razor
blade cartridge will be kept in a wet environment for a
rather long time.

[0006] US-A-4 034 892 discloses a container for razor
blade cartridges releasably attachable to a razor handle,
comprising a housing, several storage spaces in the
housing for storing razor blade cartridges, wherein each
storage space comprises a side access opening for ac-
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cess to the respective storage space. Each storage
space furthermore comprises a slit being open at one
end thereof for receiving the razor handle when attaching
the same to the cartridge stored in the respective space.
[0007] Itis an object of the presentinvention to provide
an inexpensive possibility of maintaining a razor in a po-
sition facilitating venting the razor blade cartridge after
use thereof.

SUMMARY

[0008] The above-mentioned problem is solved ac-
cording to the invention by a container for razor blade
cartridges releasably attachable to a razor handle, com-
prising the features of claim 1.

[0009] Accordingtoone aspectofthe presentinvention
the container for storing razor blade cartridges releasably
attachable to a razor handle comprises a housing with
an upper wall and several storage spaces defined in the
housing for storing razor blade cartridges. Typically, the
housing comprises several access openings for having
access to the respective storage spaces defined in the
housing. In one embodiment the access openings can
be arranged in a lower wall of the housing opposite its
upper wall. The storages spaces can be provided with
features for preventing undesired removal of the razor
blade cartridges when located in the storage spaces.
These features can use frictional forces for maintaining
the razor blade cartridges in the storage spaces or can
comprise other locking features which can be released
upon docking a razor handle to a razor blade cartridge
arranged in a storage space. Both systems are known
to the skilled person.

[0010] In one embodiment of the present invention, at
least one area of the housing associated to one of the
storage spaces is provided with a razor handle receiving
opening. This opening can be used to insert the razor
handle such that the razor handle projects from the hous-
ing in an angled relation thereto. This parking position of
the razor handle can be used for drying the razor blade
cartridge after a shaving operation.

[0011] The invention provides a relatively inexpensive
razor stand in that for this purpose the container for stor-
ing the razor blade cartridges is used. Accordingly, pro-
viding a special razor tray is no longer necessary. This
reduces the costs of a wet shaving razor system com-
prising a handle and removably mounted razor blade car-
tridges.

[0012] Inoneembodimentofthe presentinvention, the
at least one razor handle receiving opening is arranged
in a sidewall of the housing opposite the access open-
ings. In other terms the opening is located in the bottom
of a storage space of the housing. The opening can be
used for placing the razor handle therein after the razor
blade cartridge is removed from the storage space. Ac-
cordingly, the first razor blade cartridge which is to be
used for shaving purposes should be that razor blade
cartridge which is stored in the storage space which the
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razor handle receiving opening is associated to. Namely,
after removing the razor blade cartridge out of that stor-
age space, this storage space is empty so that the razor
handle and, in particular, its end portion opposite the ra-
zor blade cartridge can be inserted into the opening and,
accordingly, can extend into a storage space.

[0013] Typically, in a container the storage spaces are
arranged side-by-side along a longitudinal direction of
the housing. In such a container, each storage space has
a width dimension which is perpendicular to the longitu-
dinal direction of the housing. The width dimension of the
storage space generally is in parallel to the extension of
the razor blade or razor blades of the cartridge when
arranged in the respective storage space.

[0014] The razor handle when inserted into the razor
handle receiving opening projects upwardly from the con-
tainer and in an angled relation to the upper surface of
the container. For stability reasons it is advantageous to
locate the razor handle receiving opening in an area of
the housing associated to one of the outermost storage
spaces in the longitudinal dimension thereof. The edge
of the opening might be designed such that the razor
handle when inserted into the receiving opening extends
above and over the container so that the end of the razor
handle to which a razor blade cartridge can be or is
mounted is located above the container or beyond the
end of the container opposite the storage space to which
the razor handle receiving opening is associated. This
arrangement serves for preventing a container fromfilting
when the container is used as a razor stand.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0015] The presentinvention will be described in more
detail hereinbelow referring to an embodiment thereof
shown in the drawings in which

Fig.1 isa side view of the individual elements of a wet
shaving razor system with replaceable razor
blade cartridges, comprising a razor handle and
a container for storing several razor blade car-
tridges,

is a side view showing the use of the container
as a razor stand,

is a cross-sectional view of a detail of Fig. 2
marked by lll, and

is a top view to the container of Fig. 1.

Fig.2
Fig.3
Fig.4
DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0016] InFig.1thereareshown theindividualelements
of a wet shaving razor system comprising a razor handle
10 having one end 12 designed for attaching thereto a
razor blade cartridge, and having a second end 14 op-
posite the first end 12. Moreover, the wet shaving razor
system comprises at least one razor blade cartridge 16
replaceably attachable to the first end 12 of the razor
handle. In Fig. 1 there is also shown a cartridge or con-
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tainer 18 for storing several (in this embodiment up to
four) razor blade cartridges 16.

[0017] The container 18includes a housing 20 typically
made of a thermoplastic material and including several
storage spaces 22 each provided for storing arazor blade
cartridge 16. When using the razor system, one of the
razor blade cartridges 16 is removed from its storage
space 22 and is attached to the razor handle 10. Typi-
cally, the user picks up one of the razor blade cartridges
16 by means of the razor handle 10 so as to remove the
cartridge out of the storage space 22 with the razor blade
cartridge 16 already attached to the razor handle 10. This
is the usual way of how to handle the container 18 and
the cartridges arranged therein.

[0018] The housing 20 of the container 18 comprises
a first wall 24 (upper wall when looking at the orientation
of the container 18 in Fig. 1) and sidewalls 26. In the
housing 20 there are arranged several separation fea-
tures 28 which in this embodiment are designed as sep-
aration walls for dividing the housing 20 into several stor-
age spaces 22. In each storage space 22 a razor blade
cartridge 16 is located.

[0019] The first wall 24 comprises several areas which
are associated to the individual storage spaces 22. Op-
posite to these areas there are arranged access open-
ings 32 through which an access to the razor blade car-
tridges 16 is possible.

[0020] Within one of the areas 30 of the first wall 24 an
opening 34 is arranged as shown in Figs. 1 to 3.

[0021] The specific feature of the container 18 of this
embodiment is that the opening 34 can be used as a
razor handle receiving opening for receiving the second
end portion 14 of the handle 10 as shown in Figs. 2 and
3. When inserted into the opening 34, the razor handle
10 projects into the storage space 22 associated to the
opening 34. Accordingly, prior to the insertion of the han-
dle 10 into the opening 34, the razor blade cartridge 16
has to be removed from the associated storage space
22. Therefore, this razor blade cartridge 16 should be the
first cartridge of the cartridges stored in the container 18.
Thereafter, the container 18 can be used as a razor stand
as shown e.g. in Fig. 2.

[0022] As evident from the drawings, the opening 34
is arranged within that area 30 of the first wall 24 of the
housing 20 which is associated to the rightmost storage
space 22 (when regarding the drawings). The orientation
of the razor handle 10 when inserted into the opening 34
is as shown in Fig. 2. The handle 10 projects from the
first or upper wall 24 of the housing 20 and extends above
that wall 24 with the razor blade cartridge 16 or first end
12 of the razor handle 10 located also above or beyond
the end 36 of the container 18 opposite the opening 34.
[0023] In order to support the orientation of the handle
10 when inserted in the opening 34 as shown in Fig. 2
(angled orientation with regard to the container 18) the
opening 34 is provided with an edge 38 as shown in Figs.
3 and 4. The edge 38 of the opening 34 is provided with
two opposite curved sections 40,42 forming together a
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shape substantially identical to a cross-section through
the handle 10 along a plane 44 arranged within the open-
ing 34 when the handle 10 is inserted therein. As can be
seen from Fig. 3, the edges 40,42 are inclined such that
the edges contact the handle 10 in a manner shown in
Fig. 3 when the handle 10 is inserted into the opening 34.
[0024] Although the invention has been described and
illustrated with reference to specific illustrative embodi-
ments thereof, it is not intended that the invention be
limited to those illustrative embodiments. Those skilled
in the art will recognize that variations and modifications
can be made without departing from the true scope of
the invention as defined by the claims that follow. It is
therefore intended to include within the invention all such
variations and modifications as fall within the scope of
the appended claims and equivalents thereof.

Claims

1. A container for razor blade cartridges releasably at-
tachable to a razor handle, comprising

- a housing (20), and

- several storage spaces (22) in the housing (20)
for storing razor blade cartridges (16),

- wherein each storage space (22) comprises
an access opening for access to the respective
storage space (22),

characterized in that

- in an area (30) of the housing (20) associated
to one of the storage spaces (22) there is ar-
ranged a razor handle receiving opening (34)
forreceiving an end portion (14) of the razor han-
dle (10) opposite to an end (12) of the handle
(10) to which a razor blade cartridge (16) is at-
tached oris attachable, wherein the razor handle
(10) when received by the receiving opening
(34), extends at an acute angle relative to the
housing (20).

2. Thecontaineraccording to claim 1, wherein the stor-
age spaces (22) are arranged side-by-side along a
longitudinal direction of the housing (20) and wherein
each storage space (22) has a width dimension per-
pendicular to the longitudinal direction of the housing
(20) and in parallel to the extension of a razor blade
of a razor blade cartridge (16) when arranged in the
respective storage space (22).

3. Thecontaineraccording to claim 2, wherein the razor
handle receiving opening (34) is arranged in the area
(30) of the housing (20) associated to one of the out-
ermost storage spaces (22) of the housing (20).

4. The container according to any one of claims 1 or 3,
wherein the razor handle receiving opening (34) is
defined by an edge (38) for contacting the razor han-
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dle (10) when placed into the receiving opening (34).

Patentanspriiche

1. Behalter fiir Rasierklingen-Cartridges, der Idsbar an
einem Rasierer-Handgriff befestigbar ist, mit

- einem Gehause (20), und

- mehreren in dem Gehéause (20) vorgesehenen
Speicherrdumen (22) zum Speichern von Ra-
sierklingen-Cartridges (16),

- wobei jeder Speicherraum (22) eine Zugangs-
6ffnung zum Zugang zu dem jeweiligen Spei-
cherraum (22) aufweist,

dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass

- in einem Bereich (30) des Gehauses (20), der
einem der Speicherrdume (22) zugehort, eine
Rasiererhandgriff-Aufnahmeéffnung (34) ange-
ordnet ist, um einen Endteil (14) des Rasierer-
Handgriffs (10) aufzunehmen, der einem Ende
(12) des Handgriffs (10), an dem eine Rasier-
klingen-Cartridge (16) befestigt oder befestig-
bar ist, gegeniberliegt, wobei der Rasierer-
Handgriff (10), wenn er von der Aufnahmedff-
nung (34) aufgenommen ist, unter einem spit-
zen Winkel relativzu dem Gehause (20) absteht.

2. Behalter nach Anspruch 1, bei dem die Speicherrau-
me (22) Seite an Seite entlang einer Langsrichtung
des Gehauses (20) angeordnet sind und bei dem
jeder Speicherraum (22) eine Breitendimension hat,
die rechtwinklig zu der Langsrichtung des Gehauses
(20) und parallel zu der Erstreckung einer Rasier-
klinge einer Rasierklingen-Cartridge (16) verlauft,
wenn diese in dem betreffenden Speicherraum (22)
angeordnet ist.

3. Behalter nach Anspruch 2, bei dem die Rasierer-
handgriff-Aufnahmedéffnung (34) in dem Bereich (30)
des Gehauses (20) angeordnet ist, der einem der
aullersten Speicherrdume (22) des Gehduses (20)
zugehort.

4. Behalter nach einem der Anspriiche 1 oder 3, bei

dem die Rasierer-handgriff-Aufnahmeéffnung (34)
durch einen Rand (38) zum Kontaktieren des Rasie-
rer-Handgriffs (10) bei dessen Platzierung in der Auf-
nahmeoffnung (34) definiert ist.

Revendications
1. Contenant pour cartouches de lames de rasoir pou-
vant étre attachées de fagon libérable a un manche

de rasoir, comprenant :

- un boitier (20), et
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- plusieurs espaces de stockage (22) dans le
boitier (20) pour stocker des cartouches de la-
mes de rasoir (16),

- dans lequel chaque espace de stockage (22)
comprend une ouverture d'accés pour 'accésa 5
I'espace de stockage respectif (22), caractérisé

en ce que:

- dans une zone (30) du boitier (20) associée a

'un des espaces de stockage (22), est située

une ouverture de réception de manche de rasoir 70
(34) pour recevoir une partie d’extrémité (14) du
manche de rasoir (10) opposée a une extrémité

(12) du manche (10) a laquelle une cartouche

de lames derasoir (16) est attachée ou peut étre
attachée, le manche de rasoir (10), lorsqu’il est 15
recu par l'ouverture de réception (34), s’éten-
dant a angle aigu par rapport au boitier (20).

Contenant selon la revendication 1, dans lequel les
espaces de stockage (22) sont disposés cote a cote 20
le long d’une direction longitudinale du boitier (20),

et dans lequel chaque espace de stockage (22) a
une dimension de la largeur perpendiculaire a la di-
rection longitudinale du boitier (20) et en parallele a
I'étendue d’'une lame de rasoir d’'une cartouche de 25
lames de rasoir (16), lorsqu’elle est disposée dans
'espace de stockage respectif (22).

Contenant selon la revendication 2, dans lequel
I'ouverture de réception de manche de rasoir (34) 30
est disposée dans la zone (30) du boitier (20) asso-
ciée a I'un des espaces de stockage situés le plus a
I'extérieur (22) du boitier (20).

Contenant selon 'une quelconque des revendica- 35
tions 1 ou 3, dans lequel I'ouverture de réception de
manche de rasoir (34) est définie par un bord (38)
destiné a venir en contact avec le manche de rasoir
(10) lorsqu’il est disposé dans I'ouverture de récep-
tion (34). 40
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