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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The presentinvention concerns a container for
a depilatory composition in particular intended to be
raised to the temperature of use by heating in a micro-
wave oven.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] Various depilation techniques exist. In particu-
lar depilation by means of a depilatory composition is
known, normally referred to as hot depilatory wax, which
is applied directly to the skin with removal by peeling,
with or without related support strip.

[0003] The well-known principle thus makes it possible
to trap the hairs in the adhesive matrix of the depilatory
composition once cooled. Manual removal by peeling off
the strip formed by the adhesive matrix provides the pull-
ing away of the hairs thus trapped.

[0004] Depilatory compositions are generally stored in
solid or semi-solid form in compact containers made from
metal or plastic materials. These depilatory compositions
must be heated rapidly and in a practical fashion to a
suitable temperature before being applied in the molten
state to the area to be depilated.

[0005] Since microwave ovens have become very
widespread, because of the very great speed of heating
of some dipolar materials, this domestic electrical appli-
ance has appeared to be a particularly suitable means
for heating up such depilatory compositions formulated
for this purpose.

[0006] With the known containers, when these solid or
semi-solid compositions are heated, critical disparities in
melting are found. Thus, in order to make this composi-
tion useable at this stage it is necessary to be able to
homogenise the entire mass of the composition by mixing
until a semi-fluid paste is obtained, homogeneous in tex-
ture and temperature.

[0007] This problem of homogeneous heating is posed
throughout the useable life of the depilatory composition,
including during the very firstuse of the composition when
the volume of depilatory composition is large, during re-
heating phases that may prove to be necessary when
the depilatory composition cools too rapidly, or during
reuse of the depilatory composition remaining in the re-
ceptacle during subsequent use.

[0008] Another constraint is being able to maintain the
depilatory composition at its desired temperature as long
as possible and in an optimum fashion throughout its use
so that reheating this composition once again does not
become necessary. Thus, beyond making the heating of
the composition secure, it is desirable to seek to increase
the period during which the depilatory composition re-
mains useable.

[0009] This duration of use is defined by the range in
which the depilatory composition remains at an accept-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

able temperature and to keep a fluid paste texture com-
patible with its homogeneous, easy and painless appli-
cation in a thin layer using a spatula or any suitable ap-
plicator in order to be able to trap the hairs to be pulled
away and to allow the production of continuous thin
bands, homogeneous and able to be pulled away in a
single movement.

[0010] Currently the period of use, within the meaning
defined above and to give an order of magnitude, is 10
minutes for 400 g containers according to the prior art.
[0011] Another major drawback of the depilatory com-
position containers of the microwaveable hot wax type
relates to the possibility of overheating during the heating
of the composition with microwaves. The walls of these
containers have the potential to become quite hot, the
overheating of the container, just like the contents, being
difficult to detect.

[0012] Depilatory composition applicators are known
from US2004/0037608, EP1457130, GB2375709,
US2005/0254878, and US 2003/0187463 which disclos-
es the features of the preamble of claim 1.

[0013] The presentinvention aims to mitigate the draw-
backs of the prior art by proposing a container for a de-
pilatory composition intended to be brought to the tem-
perature of use by heating in a microwave oven, which
meets the many constraints mentioned in the preamble.
[0014] The invention is defined in the independent
claim, to which reference should now be made. Advan-
tageous embodiments are set out in the sub claims.
[0015] Compact container means a container having
a height, width and depth with close dimensions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016] The invention is now described in detail with
regard to the accompanying drawings, in which:

- Figure 1 depicts a cross section of a container ac-
cording to the invention,

- Figure 2 depicts a perspective view of a container
according to the invention, open, and

- Figure 3 depicts a perspective view of a container
according to the invention, closed.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0017] The invention therefore relates to a compact
container 10 for a depilatory composition 12 intended to
be brought to the temperature of use by heating in a mi-
crowave oven, comprising a double wall 14 over at least
part of its body.

[0018] The container can be produced from any mate-
rial preferentially fromheat-resistant material, especially
from plastic materials adapted to the working tempera-
ture of around 50° to 80°C but able to resist extreme
temperatures of 150° to 200°C in the event of faulty han-
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dling and overheating.

[0019] To this end, the container may have an internal
wall having a resistance to temperature less than that of
the external wall, which will ensure the confinement of
the wax in the event of failure of the internal wall.
[0020] The container may be in any compact form.
Preferably the container according to the invention has
a parallelepiped shape, and is compact, that is to say
substantially cube-shaped, as depicted in figures 2and 3.
[0021] Preferentially, the container according to the in-
vention has, in the corners, fillets so as to be able to
recover almost all the depilatory composition with a spat-
ula.

[0022] According to a non-limitative embodiment, the
container 10 comprises a lid 16 that makes it possible to
close said container 10 for the storage and heating of the
depilatory composition 12.

[0023] The lid 16 may be attached to the container 10
by a hinge 18, for example, made from plastic materials
preferentially, but could also be clipped or screwed.
[0024] The cover 16 comprises at least one opening
20. This opening in the cover is of limited dimensions, in
this case a preferential form of this opening is a slot. This
slot 20 has a dimension adapted to be able to make a
spatula 26 pass through, such as a spatula normally used
for applying depilatory compositions.

[0025] In a preferred embodiment, a dimensional and
geometrical arrangement of the spatula and a positioning
of the said slot in the lid is provided so that the lid can be
opened leaving the spatula immersed in the depilatory
composition.

[0026] According to a preferred embodiment, the con-
tainer 10 comprises means 24 of receiving a spatula 26
intended for the application of the depilatory composition
12. These reception means 24 serve to store the spatula
26 before use.

[0027] The container according to the invention allows
easy and rapid use of the depilatory composition.
[0028] A user wishing to perform a depilation with a
depilatory composition package in a container according
to the invention should firstly, before any heating, open
the lid 16 of the container 10 and recover the spatula 26
disposed at the reception means 24. Of course, if the
spatula is supplied separately, this operation is unnec-
essary.

[0029] The user then recloses the lid 16 and inserts
the container 10, the lid 16 being closed, in a microwave
oven for a period of between 1 and 5 minutes with a
power of 1000 W, for example.

[0030] After heating, the user recovers the container
10 from the microwave oven and inserts the spatula 26
in the composition 12 through the slot 20, without opening
the lid 16. Once the user has checked the state of melting
of the depilatory composition, the user opens the lid 16
and proceeds with confidence to mix the composition in
[0031] order to make it perfectly homogeneous. The
user then proceeds with the depilation operations.
[0032] Advantageously, the container according to the
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invention makes it possible to heat the depilatory com-
position that it contains, in a rapid, effective and homo-
geneous manner.

[0033] Inaddition, the walls of the container do notheat
up when the composition is heated in the microwave ov-
en, so that the user can easily grip it with confidence.
[0034] According to another advantage, the container,
when it is designed with a double wall, makes it possible
to keep the depilatory composition at the temperature of
use for a long period, normally without proceeding with
a further heating.

[0035] Likewise, the user, after heating the container
in the microwave oven, can check the temperature of the
depilatory composition by dipping a spatula in the com-
position without opening the lid.

[0036] According to a particularly adapted embodi-
ment, the depilatory composition packaged in the con-
tainer according to the invention is a composition com-
prising:

a. atleast one base compound allowing adhesion to
the hairs,

b. at least one rheology-regulating compound, and

c. at least one microwave-absorbing compound, in
particular a hyperbranched or dendritic polymer.

[0037] The association of the container according to
the invention with this specific composition makes it pos-
sible to obtain extremely satisfactory results in terms of
speed of heating, homogeneity and duration of use.
[0038] The invention, therefore, consists of providing
a single-wall container with a lid having atleast one open-
ing in order to allow the introduction of a spatula or any
other equivalent element without opening said lid, thus
making it possible to test the depilatory composition.
[0039] Next, the lid is removable, hinged, screwed or
a tight fit, in order to allow access to the depilatory com-
position and allow firstly homogenisation and secondly
use.

[0040] Particularly advantageously, the container is
equipped with a double wall that, apart from the well
known maintenance of temperature, fulfils a function of
double confinement.

Claims

1. A microwavable compact container (10) with a dou-
ble wall (14), containing a depilatory composition
(12) that is to be brought to the temperature of use
by heating in a microwave oven, characterised in
that the container comprises (16) provided with at
least one access opening (20), wherein said opening
is adapted for a spatula to pass through and come
in contact with said depilatory composition in said
container with said lid closed.
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A compact container (10) for an depilatory compo-
sition (12) according to claim 1, characterised in
that at least one access opening (20) to said com-
position provided in the lid (16) is a slot.

A compact container (10) for a depilatory composi-
tion (12) according to claim 1 or 2, characterised in
that the lid (16) is connected to the container by a
hinge(18).

A compact container (10) for a depilatory composi-
tion (12) according to any of the preceding claims,
characterised in that it has a compact parallelepi-
pedal shape.

A compact container (10) for a depilatory composi-
tion (12) according to claim 4, characterised in that
it has fillets in the corner.

A compact container (10) for a depilatory composi-
tion (12) according to any of the preceding claims,
characterised in that said container is produced
from plastics material resistant to heat generated by
microwave energy.

A compact container (10) for a depilatory composi-
tion (12) according to any of the preceding claims,
characterised in that it comprises means (24) of
receiving a spatula (26) intended for the application
of the depilatory composition (12).

A compact container (10) for a depilatory composi-
tion (12) according to any of the preceding claims,
characterised in that said depilatory composition
(12) comprises:

a. at least one base compound allowing adhe-
sion to the hairs,

b. at least one rheology-regulating compound,
and

c. atleast one microwave-absorbing compound.

A compact container according to claim 8, charac-
terised in that the microwave absorber is a hyper-
branched or dendritic polymer.

Patentanspriiche

1.

Mikrowellentauglicher kompakter Behalter (10) mit
doppelter Wand (14), der eine Enthaarungszusam-
mensetzung (12) enthalt, die auf die Verwendungs-
temperatur durch Erhitzen in einem Mikrowellenofen
gebracht werden soll, dadurch gekennzeichnet,
dass der Behalter einen Deckel (16) umfasst, der
mit mindestens einer Zugangso6ffnung (20) versehen
ist, wobei die Offnung dafiir ausgelegt ist, dass ein
Spatel hindurchgeht und dass sie bei geschlosse-
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nem Deckel mit der Enthaarungszusammensetzung
in dem Behalter in Kontakt kommt.

Kompakter Behalter (10) fir eine Enthaarungszu-
sammensetzung (12) nach Anspruch 1, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass mindestens eine in dem
Deckel (16) vorgesehene Zugangsoffnung (20) zu
der Zusammensetzung ein Schlitz ist.

Kompakter Behalter (10) fir eine Enthaarungszu-
sammensetzung (12) nach Anspruch 1 oder 2, da-
durch gekennzeichnet, dass der Deckel (16) mit
dem Behalter Uber ein Scharnier (18) verbunden ist.

Kompakter Behélter (10) fir eine Enthaarungszu-
sammensetzung (12) nach einem der vorhergehen-
den Anspriiche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass er
eine kompakte quaderférmige Gestalt hat.

Kompakter Behélter (10) fir eine Enthaarungszu-
sammensetzung (12) nach Anspruch 4, dadurch
gekennzeichnet, dass er Ausrundungen in den Ek-
ken besitzt.

Kompakter Behélter (10) fir eine Enthaarungszu-
sammensetzung (12) nach einem der vorhergehen-
den Anspriiche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
der Behalter aus Kunststoffmaterial hergestellt ist,
das gegenuber Hitze, die durch Mikrowellenenergie
erzeugt wird, widerstandsfahig ist.

Kompakter Behélter (10) fir eine Enthaarungszu-
sammensetzung (12) nach einem der vorhergehen-
den Anspriiche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass er
Mittel (24) zum Aufnehmen eines Spatels (26) be-
sitzt, der fiir das Aufbringen der Enthaarungszusam-
mensetzung (12) bestimmt ist.

Kompakter Behalter (10) fir eine Enthaarungszu-
sammensetzung (12) nach einem der vorhergehen-
den Anspriiche, dadurch gekennzeichnet, dass
die Enthaarungszusammensetzung (12) umfasst:

a. mindestens eine Basisverbindung, die Haf-
tung an den Haaren ermdglicht,

b. mindestens eine die Rheologie regelnde Ver-
bindung und

c. mindestens eine Mikrowellen-absorbierende
Verbindung.

9. Kompakter Behalter nach Anspruch 8, dadurch ge-

kennzeichnet, dass der Mikrowellenabsorber ein
hochverzweigtes oder dendritisches Polymer ist.

Revendications

Contenant compact micro-ondable (10) avec une
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double paroi (14), contenant une composition dépi- polymeére hyper ramifié ou dendritique.
latoire (12) qui doit étre amenée a la température
d'utilisation par chauffage dans un four micro-ondes,
caractérisé en ce que le contenant comprend un
couvercle (16) muni d’au moins une ouverture d'ac- %
cés (20), dans lequel ladite ouverture est adaptée
pour qu’une spatule passe et vienne en contact avec
ladite composition dépilatoire dans ledit contenant
avec ledit couvercle fermé.
10
2. Contenant compact (10) pour une composition dé-
pilatoire (12) selon la revendication 1, caractérisé
en ce qu’au moins une ouverte d’acces (20) a ladite
composition prévue dans le couvercle (16) est une
fente. 15

3. Contenant compact (10) pour une composition dé-
pilatoire (12) selon la revendication 1 ou 2, caracté-
risé en ce que le couvercle (16) est raccordé au
contenant par une charniére (18). 20

4. Contenant compact (10) pour une composition dé-
pilatoire (12) selon 'une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, caractérisé en ce qu’il a une for-
me compacte parallélépipéde. 25

5. Contenant compact (10) pour une composition dé-
pilatoire (12) selon la revendication 4, caractérisé
en ce qu’il a des congés dans I'angle.
30
6. Contenant compact (10) pour une composition dé-
pilatoire (12) selon 'une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, caractérisé en ce que ledit con-
tenant est produit a partir d'une matiere plastique
résistante a la chaleur générée par I'énergie des mi- 35
cro-ondes.

7. Contenant compact (10) pour une composition dé-
pilatoire (12) selon 'une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, caractérisé en ce qu’il com- 40
prend des moyens (24) pour recevoir une spatule
(26) prévue pour I'application de la composition dé-
pilatoire (12).

8. Contenant compact (10) pour une composition dé- 45
pilatoire (12) selon 'une quelconque des revendica-
tions précédentes, caractérisé en ce que ladite
composition dépilatoire (12) comprend :

a. au moins un composé de base permettant 50
'adhésion sur les poils,

b. au moins un composé régulateur de la rhéo-
logie, et

C. au moins un composé absorbant les micro-
ondes. 55

9. Contenant compact selon la revendication 8, carac-
térisé en ce que I'absorbeur de micro-ondes est un
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