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(54) Steering system for sailing vessels

(57)  Asteering system for a yacht including a rudder
and a user steering interface such as a wheel or tiller is
described. The steering system comprising:

a drive unit connected with the rudder to control the angle
of the rudder relative to the yacht hull,

a sensor for sensing the position or movement of the user

steering interface,

a controller activating the drive unit to control the angle
of the rudder according to the output of the sensor,

a feedback system that senses the rotation load on the
rudder and applies a feedback force to the user steering
interface that is a non-linear function of the rudder load.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-3(completely); 13(partially)

Steering system with a feedback system that applies a
feedback force that is a non-linear function of the rudder
load.

2. claims: 4, 5(completely); 13(partially)

Steering system with a feedback system that allows
activating or deactivating the feedback system.

3. claims: 6(completely); 13(partially)

Steering system comprising a controller controlling the the
rudder actuators with input from particular sensors and
actuators.

4. claims: 7-12, 14, 15(completely); 13(partially)

Steering system comprising a hydraulic feedback motor
connected to the user steering interface.
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