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(54) Cosmetic product applicator

(57) A cosmetic product applicator (100) is provided

comprising an applicator head (102) comprising a hollow 138 133 142

sleeve (108) that is at least partially flexible, with at least
the partially flexible portion of the sleeve being fitted with
a plurality of bristles (104) and a rod (110) having a prox-
imal end (112) and a distal end (114). The rod is movable
with respect to the hollow sleeve, with at least the distal
end being movably accommodated within the hollow
sleeve. The distal end of the rod comprises a deforming
arrangement (116) snugly accommodated within the hol-
low sleeve, the deforming arrangement being arranged
to deform the flexible portion of the hollow sleeve proxi-
mate the deforming arrangement, thereby varying the
relative angles at which the bristles, proximate the de-
formed portion of the hollow sleeve, extend from the hol-
low sleeve. In an embodiment, the bristles on the de-
formed portion of the flexible sleeve flare open to define ! 10\

w
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alash release configuration, and simultaneously the bris- -

tles on the flexible sleeve adjacent the deformed portion

of the flexible sleeve are forced closer together to define i 00
- 135

a lash grab configuration.
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Description

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0001] Thisinvention relates to a cosmetic product ap-
plicator, and in particular to a mascara applicator that
can grab, pull and release a user’s lashes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0002] For many years there has been a continuous
effort amongst cosmetic brands and packaging suppliers
to provide mascara applicators, commonly mascara
brushes, that are able to load the lashes of a user with a
desired amount of mascara, separate them to avoid
clumping and lengthen them to obtain the final result.
[0003] Many designs have been proposed over the
years, but to optimize the result the user still has to pos-
sess a certain level of skill or expertise. For example,
over the last few years relatively sophisticated applica-
tors have been devised, which include motors and driving
arrangements in order to generate a vibration, translation
orrotation of the applicator. The overriding object of these
designsis to provide a professional gesture without need-
ing the expertise; in other words, to allow the user to
simply place the applicator near the user’s lashes, and
then allow the applicator to do the rest.

[0004] However, to separate and lengthen the lashes
requires a critical step during application, namely the pull-
ing of the lashes. In theory, an electrically driven appli-
cator to move the applicator vibrationally, translationally
or rotationally is supposed to help in this respect in that
the movement ought to help the lashes penetrate the
applicator brush, so as to locate between the fibres or
the bristles of the applicator brush, in order to facilitate
the pulling of the lashes by the user. The desired effect
relies on the fact that if the lashes penetrate the brush
more, then when the brush is pulled there is a greater
amount of friction between the lashes and the fibres/bris-
tles. In reality, however, this form of electrically assisted
applicator does not provide the desired result. The pri-
mary difficulty with these devices is that the space or gap
between the fibres/bristles into which the lash must enter
remains the same, and no matter how you try to penetrate
the lashes into the brush the amount of friction created,
and hence the "pull" of the lash, is limited at best. Ulti-
mately these devices still require some skill on the user’s
part to achieve the desired result.

[0005] A number of alternate ways of achieving a lash
pulling effect have been proposed in which the inventors
have attempted to create features that will increase the
pull by physically trapping the lashes. One such solution
includes providing mascara applicators, typically fibre
wire wound brushes, with a distorted or modified fibre
geometry, in order to create a series of hooks to provide
the desired pulling effect. For example, WO2006/130642
discloses a number of ways in which fiber distribution in
mascara applicators may be modified. In this prior art

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

document, a cosmetic product applicator head with both
flexible protrusions and a combination of flexible and stiff
protrusions are provided on an axially moving applicator
head. Axial movement of the applicator head is per-
formed at frequencies which aim to enhance distribution
of cosmetic material to the ends of the protrusions. In the
version with flexible protrusions only, the protrusions flex
in response to axially downward and upward movement,
the axial movement being tuned to produce a harmonic
motion of the protrusions, thereby advancing cosmetic
material from the base to the tip of each protrusion. In
this version, however, all bristles essentially move in the
same direction, at the same time, and thus there is no
grabbing of the lashes to enable the lashes to be pulled,
as described above. In the version with a combination of
flexible and stiff protrusions, the axially moving applicator
head will result in movement of some of the protrusions,
while others will stay in place, thereby reducing the space
between individual protrusions. In one embodiment, a
first set of protrusions includes more mass at their tips
to promote flexibility, while a second set of protrusions
are tapered to promote stiffness. Alternatively or addi-
tionally, the protrusions may be formed of different ma-
terials to create the relative differences in stiffness and
flexibility. However, the primary purpose of this prior art
arrangement is to enhance distribution of cosmetic ma-
terial to the ends of the protrusions, and thus does not
provide the desired grabbing and pulling of the lashes.

OBJECT OF THE INVENTION

[0006] Itis thus an aim of the present invention to pro-
vide a mascara applicator that allows lashes to penetrate
the applicator effectively and to then be entrapped, in
order to allow the lashes to be pulled through the appli-
cator and then released. In this manner, the application
of mascara is facilitated, with the lashes being given a
lengthening effect that is difficult or impossible to obtain
without professional expertise.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0007] According to afirst aspect of the invention there
is provided a cosmetic product applicator comprising:

an applicator head comprising:

a hollow sleeve that is at least partially flexible,
with at least the partially flexible portion of the
sleeve being fitted with a plurality of bristles; and

a rod having a proximal end and a distal end,
the rod being movable with respect to the hollow
sleeve, with atleast the distal end being movably
accommodated within the hollow sleeve, the dis-
tal end of the rod comprising a deforming ar-
rangement snugly accommodated within the
hollow sleeve, the deforming arrangementbeing
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arranged to deform the flexible portion of the hol-
low sleeve proximate the deforming arrange-
ment, thereby varying the relative angles at
which the bristles, proximate the deformed por-
tion of the hollow sleeve, extend from the hollow
sleeve.

[0008] Inanembodiment, the bristles on the deformed
portion of the hollow sleeve flare open to define a lash
release configuration, and simultaneously the bristles on
the sleeve adjacent the deformed portion of the sleeve
are forced closer together to define a lash grab configu-
ration. This means that in the release position the degree
of penetration of the lashes into the brush is far higher
than seen before, and at the same time the adjacent grab-
bing position ensures that on pulling the lashes the friction
or "pulling" force will be far higher.

[0009] In an embodiment, the peripheral wall of the
hollow sleeve is flexible, with the bristles accordingly be-
ing fitted to the entire peripheral wall of the hollow sleeve
and extending along the length of the hollow sleeve.
[0010] Inan alternate embodiment, the peripheral wall
of the hollow sleeve comprises a flexible portion to which
the bristles are fitted and a rigid, reinforcing portion to
which no bristles are fitted, or which contains non-moving
bristles, with this combination of flexible and rigid wall
portions extending along the length of the hollow sleeve.
[0011] Inanembodiment,forthe duration of a cosmetic
application process, the rod is continuously moved with
respect to the hollow sleeve, with the bristles on the flex-
ible portion of the sleeve accordingly alternating between
the lash grab configuration, in which a user’s lashes are
grabbed to allow them to be pulled, and the lash release
configuration, in which the user’s lashes are either re-
leased from or allowed to penetrate the bristles.

[0012] In an embodiment, the cosmetic product appli-
cator comprises a handle to accommodate driving means
to move the rod with respect to the hollow sleeve, the
driving means being arranged to move the rod rotation-
ally and/or translationally with respect to the hollow
sleeve.

[0013] In an embodiment, a hollow stem extends be-
tween the handle and the hollow sleeve of the applicator
head, the hollow stem movably accommodating part of
the rod, with the handle, stem and sleeve being fixed
relative to one another.

[0014] Alternatively, or in addition, the cosmetic prod-
uct applicator comprises a securing pin to keep at least
the handle and hollow sleeve fixed relative to each other.
[0015] Inan embodiment, the rod is a hollow rod, with
the securing pin extending through the hollow rod, the
securing pin defining a proximal end that can be secured
to the handle and a distal end that can be secured to a
distal end tip of the hollow sleeve.

[0016] In an embodiment, the deforming arrangement
comprises at least one disc fitted to the distal end of the
rod.

[0017] In an embodiment, the deforming arrangement
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comprises a plurality of discs arranged longitudinally
along the length of the rod.

[0018] In an embodiment, the deforming arrangement
comprises at least one cam fitted to the distal end of the
rod.

[0019] In an embodiment, the deforming arrangement
comprises a plurality of cams arranged radially around
and/or longitudinally along the length of the distal end of
the rod.

[0020] In an embodiment, the deforming arrangement
comprises a thread arranged longitudinally along the
length of the rod.

[0021] In an embodiment, the driving means compris-
es a motor.
[0022] In an embodiment, the hollow flexible sleeve is

made of a suitable soft plastic material such as, for ex-
ample, a"Hytrel" thermoplastic polyester elastomer com-
mercially available from DuPont, a "Pellethane" Thermo-
plastic polyurethane elastomer commercially available
from Dow, of "T-BLENDTM" compounded thermoplastic
material composed primarily of SBS or SEBS, Poly-
urethane, polyethylene, TPE. The rod may be made of
metal, POM, nylon, polypropylene, polyethylene or some
alternative rigid material. The fact that the rod is not in
direct contact with the mascara formulation means that
the choice of material is not limited to materials compat-
ible with the contents of the mascara formula and can be
selected from any common material based on price, me-
chanical performance and ease of manufacturing.
[0023] According to a second aspect of the invention
there is provided an applicator head for a cosmetic prod-
uct applicator, the applicator head comprising:

a hollow sleeve that is at least partially flexible, with
at least the partially flexible portion of the sleeve be-
ing fitted with a plurality of bristles; and

arod having a proximal end and a distal end, the rod
being movable with respect to the hollow sleeve, with
atleast the distal end being movably accommodated
within the hollow sleeve, the distal end of the rod
comprising a deforming arrangement snugly accom-
modated within the hollow sleeve, the deforming ar-
rangement being arranged to deform the flexible por-
tion of the hollow sleeve proximate the deforming
arrangement, thereby varying the relative angles at
which the bristles, proximate the deformed portion
of the hollow sleeve, extend from the hollow sleeve.

[0024] Inanembodiment, the bristles on the deformed
portion of the hollow sleeve flare open to define a lash
release configuration, and simultaneously the bristles on
the hollow sleeve adjacent the deformed portion of the
hollow sleeve are forced closer together to define a lash
grab configuration.

[0025] In an embodiment, the peripheral wall of the
hollow sleeve is flexible, with the bristles accordingly be-
ing fitted to the entire peripheral wall of the hollow sleeve
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and extending along the length of the hollow sleeve.
[0026] In an alternate embodiment, the peripheral wall
of the hollow sleeve comprises a flexible portion to which
the bristles are fitted and a rigid, reinforcing portion to
which no bristles are fitted, or which contains non-moving
bristles, with this combination of flexible and rigid wall
portions extending along the length of the hollow sleeve.
[0027] In an embodiment, the rod can be fitted to driv-
ing means of the cosmetic product applicator, the rod
being movable rotationally and/or translationally with re-
spect to the hollow sleeve.

[0028] Inanembodiment, the applicatorhead compris-
es a hollow stem that accommodates part of the rod, the
stem and hollow sleeve being fixed relative to each other
thereby facilitating movement of the rod relative to the
sleeve.

[0029] Alternatively, orin addition, the applicator head
comprises a securing pin to keep the stem and hollow
sleeve fixed relative to each other.

[0030] In an embodiment, the rod is a hollow rod, with
the securing pin extending through the hollow rod, the
securing pin defining a proximal end that can be secured
to a handle of the cosmetic product applicator and a distal
end that can be secured to a distal end tip of the hollow
sleeve.

[0031] In an embodiment, the deforming arrangement
comprises at least one disc fitted to the distal end of the
rod.

[0032] In an embodiment, the deforming arrangement
comprises a plurality of discs arranged longitudinally
along the length of the rod.

[0033] In an embodiment, the deforming arrangement
comprises at least one cam fitted to the distal end of the
rod.

[0034] In an embodiment, the deforming arrangement
comprises a plurality of cams arranged radially around
and/or longitudinally along the length of the distal end of
the rod.

[0035] In an embodiment, the deforming arrangement
comprises a thread arranged longitudinally along the
length of the rod.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0036]

Figure 1  shows a side view of a cosmetic product ap-
plicator according to an example embodi-
ment of the present invention;

Figure 2 shows a cross-sectional side view of one
version of a handle and applicator head that
can be used in the cosmetic product appli-
cator shown in Figure 1;

Figure 3 shows a cross-sectional side view and a

cross-sectional top view of part of an alter-
nate version of a handle and applicator head
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that can be used in the cosmetic product ap-
plicator shown in Figure 1;

Figure 4 shows a cross-sectional side view of yet a
further version of a handle and applicator
head that can be used in the cosmetic prod-
uct applicator shown in Figure 1; and

Figure 5 shows a cross-sectional side view and a

cross-sectional top view of part of yet anoth-
er version of a handle and applicator head
that can be used in the cosmetic product ap-
plicator shown in Figure 1.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

[0037] Referring to the drawings, a cosmetic product
applicator 10, 100, 200, 300, 400 comprises an applicator
head 12, 102, 202, 302, 402 fitted with bristles 14, 104,
204, 304, 404, the applicator head 12, 102, 202, 302,
402 extending from a handle 16, 106, 206, 306, 406. The
cosmetic product applicator 10, 100, 200, 300, 400 may
be secured to a cosmetic product container 17, as is well
known in the art, to enable the bristles 14, 104, 204, 304,
404 to be loaded with cosmetic product housed in the
container 17.

[0038] Turning now specifically to Figures 2 to 5, the
applicator head 102, 202, 302, 402 comprises a hollow
sleeve 108, 208, 308, 408 that is at least partially flexible,
with the flexible portion typically being plastic injected
from a soft material. In an embodiment, only the flexible
portion of the sleeve 108, 208, 308, 408 is fitted with a
plurality of bristles 104, 204, 304, 404 that are arranged
on the sleeve 108, 208, 308, 408 in much the same way
as in a traditional plastic injected brush. The hollow inte-
rior of the flexible sleeve 108, 208, 308, 408 typically has
afixed diameteralongits length of between2and 0.5 mm.
[0039] In the embodiments shown in Figures 2, 3 and
4, the entire peripheral wall of the hollow sleeve 108, 208,
308 is flexible, with the bristles 104, 204, 304 accordingly
being fitted to the entire peripheral wall of the hollow
sleeve108, 208, 308, as best shown in Figure 3, and then
extending along the length of the hollow sleeve 108, 208,
308.

[0040] Inan alternate embodiment, as shown in Figure
5, only a portion of the peripheral wall of the hollow sleeve
408 is flexible, as indicated by numeral 409.1, to which
the bristles 404 are fitted. The remaining portion of the
peripheral wall, as indicated by numeral 409.2, is rigid
so as toreinforce the hollow sleeve 408. This combination
of flexible and rigid wall portions 409.1, 409.2 extends
along the length of the hollow sleeve 408. The rigid, re-
inforcing portion 409.2 is typically plastic injected from a
relatively rigid material.

[0041] While in the embodiment illustrated in Figure 5,
no bristles are fitted to the rigid, reinforcing portion 409.2,
in other embodiments, it may be envisaged to provide
bristles on the reinforcing portion 409.2, so as to provide
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an area with fixed bristles. An array of such fixed bristles
can advantageously serve as a comb, for example, to
separate lashes following mascara application.

[0042] Inanembodiment, the flexible portion 409.1 ex-
tends for less than 180°, and typically approximately
120°, around the peripheral wall of the hollow sleeve 408.
[0043] The applicator head 102, 202, 302, 402 further
comprises arelatively rigidrod 110,210, 310,410, having
a proximal end 112, 212, 312, 412 and a distal end 114,
214, 314, 414. The rod 110, 210, 310, 410 is movable
with respect to the hollow sleeve 108, 208, 308, 408 with
at least the distal end 114, 214, 314, 414 being movably
accommodated within the hollow sleeve 108, 208, 308,
408.

[0044] The distal end 114, 214, 314, 414 of the rod
110, 210, 310, 410 comprises a deforming arrangement
116, 216, 316, 416 snugly accommodated within the hol-
low sleeve 108, 208, 308, 408. Each deforming arrange-
ment 116,216, 316,416 is arranged to deform the flexible
portion of the sleeve 108, 208, 308, 408 proximate the
deforming arrangement 116, 216, 316, 416 as indicated
by arrows 118, 218, 318, 418. This deformation of the
flexible portion of the sleeve 108, 208, 308, 408 varies
the relative angles at which the bristles 104, 204, 304,
404 proximate the deformed portion of the sleeve 108,
208, 308, 408 extend from the hollow sleeve 108, 208,
308, 408.

[0045] Asindicated above, the rod 110, 210, 310, 410
is made of a material significantly stiffer or harder than
the soft injected applicator material of the flexible portion
of the hollow sleeve 108, 208, 308, 408. In the embodi-
ments illustrated in Figures 2 to 5, the rod 110, 210, 310,
410 is shown as an integral piece that is connected to
driving means 120, 220, 320, 420 but it may be made as
a separate piece that is then fitted to the driving means
120, 220, 320, 420 in any one of a number of well known
ways.

[0046] In particular, the bristles 104, 204, 304, 404 on
the deformed portion 118, 218, 318, 418 of the hollow
sleeve 108, 208, 308, 408 flare open to define a lash
release configuration, as indicated by arrows 122, 222,
322,422. Simultaneously, the bristles 104, 204, 304, 404
on the hollow sleeve 108, 208, 308, 408 on either side
of the deformed portion 118, 218, 318, 418 of the hollow
sleeve 108, 208, 308, 408 are forced closer together to
define a lash grab configuration, as indicated by arrows
124, 224, 324, 424.

[0047] Inuse, forthe duration of a cosmetic application
process, the rod 110, 210, 310, 410 is continuously
moved with respect to the hollow sleeve 108, 208, 308,
408 with the bristles 104, 204, 304, 404 on the sleeve
108, 208, 308, 408 accordingly alternating between the
lash grab configuration 124, 224, 324, 424 in which a
user’s lashes are grabbed to allow them to be pulled, and
the lash release configuration 122,222, 322, 422 in which
the user’s lashes are released. Thus, one of the objec-
tives of the present invention is to open the space be-
tween the applicator fibres or bristles 104, 204, 304, 404
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in order to leave enough space for the lash to easily pen-
etrate the applicator head 102, 202, 302, 402. After a
short but controlled period of time, the fibres or bristles
104, 204, 304, 404 will then close on the lashes in order
to allow the user to pull and lengthen the lash. Finally,
the fibres or bristles 104, 204, 304, 404 will open again
to release the lashes. In use, the applicator head 102,
202, 302, 402 is such that the lashes penetrate the fibres
or bristles 104, 204, 304, 404 are grabbed to allow them
to be gently pulled, and then released.

[0048] In an embodiment, the handle 106, 206, 306,
406 accommodates the driving means 120, 220, 320,
420 to move the rod 110, 210, 310, 410 with respect to
the sleeve 108, 208, 308, 408.

[0049] In one version, the driving means 120, 420 is
arranged to move the rod 110, 410 translationally with
respect to the sleeve 108, 408, as shown in Figures 2
and 5, at a controlled speed. In these versions, for ex-
ample, the proximal end 112, 412 of the rod 110, 410
defines a plurality of teeth 126, 426 arranged to engage
a toothed gear 128, 428 that is rotationally driven by a
motor 130, 430. This arrangement allows the rod 110,
410 to move translationally, as indicated by arrow 132,
432. A sufficiently sized chamber 133, 433 is defined in
the handle 106, 406 to accommodate the moving rod
110, 410.

[0050] In an alternate version, the driving means 220,
320 is arranged to move the rod 210, 310 rotationally
with respect to the sleeve 208, 308, as shown in Figures
3and4, ata controlled speed. In this version, the proximal
end 212, 312 of the rod 210, 310 is fitted directly to a
shaft that is rotationally driven by a motor 230, 330. This
arrangement allows the rod 210, 310 to rotate, as indi-
cated by arrow 232, 332.

[0051] Instead of using a motor 130, 230, 330, 430 the
driving means 120, 220, 320, 420 may instead take the
form of a spring wound driver or a manually driven ar-
rangement. Although not shown, the driving means 120,
220, 320, 420 may be arranged to move the rod 110,
210, 310, 410 both rotationally and translationally simul-
taneously.

[0052] Inanembodiment, ahollow stem 134,234,334,
434 extends between the handle 106, 206, 306, 406 and
the flexible sleeve 108, 208, 308, 408 of the applicator
head 102, 202, 302, 402. A connector 135, 235, 335, 435
may facilitate the connection of the hollow stem 134, 234,
334, 434 to the flexible sleeve 108, 208, 308, 408. The
hollow stem 134, 234, 334, 434 movably accommodates
part of the rod 110, 210, 310, 410 with the handle 106,
206, 306, 406 stem 134, 234, 334, 434 and sleeve 108,
208, 308, 408 being fixed relative to one another to fa-
cilitate and control the movement of the rod 110, 210,
310, 410 relative to the sleeve 108, 208, 308, 408.
[0053] Alternatively, orin addition, as shownin Figures
2 to 4, the cosmetic product applicator 100, 200, 300
comprises a securing pin 136, 236, 336 to keep at least
the handle 106, 206, 306 and flexible sleeve 108, 208,
308 fixed relative to each other. This is particularly useful
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when the hollow flexible sleeve is made of very soft ma-
terial that would otherwise tend to twist or otherwise de-
form when the cam or disc is made to move with respect
to it. In this version, the rod 110, 210, 310 is hollow, with
the securing pin 136, 236, 336 extending through the
hollow rod 110, 210, 310 and being held stationary with
respect to the moving rod 110, 210, 310. The securing
pin 136, 236, 336 defines a proximal end 138, 238, 338
that can be secured to the handle 106, 206, 306 and a
distal end 140, 240, 340 that can be secured to a distal
end tip 108.1, 208.1, 308.1 of the hollow flexible sleeve
108, 208, 308.

[0054] The securing pin 136 in Figure 2, for example,
may extend through the entire length of the applicator
100, with its proximal end 138 being secured to an end
wall 142 of the handle 106. In Figures 3 and 4, for exam-
ple, the proximal end 238, 338 of the securing pin 236,
336 may terminate at or within the motor 230, 330.
[0055] Anadvantage ofthe embodiment shown in Fig-
ure 5 is that the rigid, reinforcing portion 409.2 of the
sleeve 408 does away with the need to provide a securing
pin, as described in the previous paragraph.

[0056] In the embodiment shown in Figure 2, the de-
forming arrangement 116 comprises at least one radial
disc fitted to the distal end 114 of the rod 110. Although
not shown, the deforming arrangement 116 may com-
prise a plurality of radial discs arranged longitudinally
along the length of the rod 110. Thus, translation of the
rod 110, as described above, causes the bristles 104 to
open and close around the brush as the relatively larger
diameter of the disc moves so as to deform the surround-
ing soft applicator sleeve 108.

[0057] In the embodiments shown in Figures 3 and 5,
the deforming arrangement 216, 416 comprises a plural-
ity of cams, having a non-constant outer diameter, which
are fitted to the distal end 214, 414 of the rod 210, 410.
The cams are arranged radially around and/or longitudi-
nally along the length of the distal end of the rod, but,
again, as the relatively larger diameter of the cams rotate,
the surrounding flexible portions of the sleeve 208, 408
will deform as described above.

[0058] Inyetafurtherembodiment, as shownin Figure
4, the deforming arrangement 316 comprises a helical
thread arranged longitudinally along the length of the rod
310. Again, as the thread rotates, the surrounding soft
applicator sleeve 308 will deform to achieve the desired
opening and closing of the adjacent bristles 304, as de-
scribed above.

[0059] Inone version, the deforming arrangement 116,
216, 316, 416 may be described as having a non-con-
stant or varying outer diameter, and may take numerous
forms over and above the discs, cams and thread de-
scribed above, including but not limited to protuberances
and ridges of various shapes, sizes and configurations.
Ultimately, any member or arrangement that can deform
the surrounding sleeve 108, 208, 308 may be used.
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Claims

1.

A cosmetic product applicator comprising:
an applicator head comprising:

a hollow sleeve that is at least partially flex-
ible, with at least the partially flexible portion
of the sleeve being fitted with a plurality of
bristles; and

a rod having a proximal end and a distal
end, the rod being movable with respect to
the hollow sleeve, with atleast the distal end
being movably accommodated within the
hollow sleeve, the distal end of the rod com-
prising a deforming arrangement snugly ac-
commodated within the hollow sleeve, the
deforming arrangement being arranged to
deform the flexible portion of the hollow
sleeve proximate the deforming arrange-
ment, thereby varying the relative angles at
which the bristles, proximate the deformed
portion of the hollow sleeve, extend from
the hollow sleeve.

The cosmetic product applicator of claim 1, wherein
the bristles on the deformed portion of the hollow
sleeve flare open to define a lash release configura-
tion, and simultaneously the bristles on the sleeve
adjacent the deformed portion of the sleeve are
forced closer together to define a lash grab config-
uration.

The cosmetic product applicator of either claim 1 or
claim 2, wherein the peripheral wall of the hollow
sleeve is flexible, with the bristles accordingly being
fitted to the entire peripheral wall of the hollow sleeve
and extending along the length of the hollow sleeve.

The cosmetic product applicator of either claim 1 or
claim 2, wherein the peripheral wall of the hollow
sleeve comprises a flexible portion and a rigid, rein-
forcing portion with this combination of flexible and
rigid wall portions extending along the length of the
hollow sleeve.

The cosmetic product applicator of claim 4, wherein
the flexible portion contains bristles and the reinforc-
ing portion contains no bristles.

The cosmetic product applicator of claim 2, wherein,
for the duration of a cosmetic application process,
the rod is continuously movable with respect to the
hollow sleeve, with the bristles on the flexible portion
of the sleeve accordingly alternating between the
lash grab configuration, in which a user’s lashes are
grabbed to allow them to be pulled, and the lash re-
lease configuration, in which the user’s lashes are
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either released from or allowed to penetrate the bris-
tles.

The cosmetic product applicator of any one of the
preceding claims, further comprising a handle to ac-
commodate driving means to move the rod with re-
spect to the hollow sleeve, the driving means being
arranged to move the rod rotationally and/or trans-
lationally with respect to the hollow sleeve.

The cosmetic product applicator of claim 7, wherein
a hollow stem extends between the handle and the
hollow sleeve of the applicator head, the hollow stem
movably accommodating part of the rod, with the
handle, stem and sleeve being fixed relative to one
another.

The cosmetic product applicator of claim 8, further
comprising a securing pin to keep at least the handle
and hollow sleeve fixed relative to each other.

The cosmetic product applicator of claim 9, wherein
the rod is a hollow rod, with the securing pin extend-
ing through the hollow rod, the securing pin defining
a proximal end that can be secured to the handle
and a distal end that can be secured to a proximal
end tip of the hollow sleeve.

The cosmetic product applicator of any one of the
preceding claims, wherein the deforming arrange-
ment comprises at least one disc fitted to the distal
end of the rod.

The cosmetic product applicator of claim 11, wherein
the deforming arrangement comprises a plurality of
discs arranged longitudinally along the length of the
rod.

The cosmetic product applicator of any one of the
preceding claims 1 to 10, wherein the deforming ar-
rangement comprises at least one cam fitted to the
distal end of the rod.

The cosmetic product applicator of claim 13, wherein
the deforming arrangement comprises a plurality of
cams arranged radially around and/or longitudinally
along the length of the distal end of the rod.

The cosmetic product applicator of any one of the
preceding claims 1 to 10, wherein the deforming ar-
rangement comprises a thread arranged longitudi-
nally along the length of the rod.

The cosmetic product applicator of claim 7, wherein
the driving means comprises a motor.

An applicator head for a cosmetic product applicator,
the applicator head comprising:
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a hollow flexible sleeve fitted with a plurality of
bristles; and

a rod having a proximal end and a distal end,
the rod being movable with respect to the hollow
flexible sleeve, with at least the distal end being
movably accommodated within the hollow flex-
ible sleeve, the distal end of the rod comprising
a deforming arrangement snugly accommodat-
ed within the hollow flexible sleeve, the deform-
ing arrangement being arranged to deform the
flexible sleeve proximate the deforming ar-
rangement, thereby varying the relative angles
at which the bristles, proximate the deformed
flexible sleeve, extend from the flexible sleeve.

The applicator head of claim 17, wherein the bristles
on the deformed portion of the flexible sleeve flare
open to define a lash release configuration, and si-
multaneously the bristles on the flexible sleeve ad-
jacent the deformed portion of the flexible sleeve are
forced closer together to define a lash grab config-
uration.

The applicator head of either claim 17 or claim 18,
wherein the peripheral wall of the hollow sleeve is
flexible, with the bristles accordingly being fitted to
the entire peripheral wall of the hollow sleeve and
extending along the length of the hollow sleeve.

The applicator head of either claim 17 or claim 18,
wherein the peripheral wall of the hollow sleeve com-
prises a flexible portion to which the bristles are fitted
and a rigid, reinforcing portion to which no bristles
are fitted, with this combination of flexible and rigid
wall portions extending along the length of the hollow
sleeve.

The applicator head of claim 17, wherein the rod can
be fitted to driving means of the cosmetic product
applicator, the rod being movable rotationally and/or
translationally with respect to the sleeve.

The applicator head of claim 17, further comprising
a hollow stem that accommodates part of the rod,
the stem and flexible sleeve being fixed relative to
each other thereby facilitating movement of the rod
relative to the sleeve.

The applicator head of claim 22, further comprising
a securing pin to keep the stem and flexible sleeve
fixed relative to each other.

The applicator head of claim 23, wherein the rod is a
hollow rod, with the securing pin extending through the
hollow rod, the securing pin defining a proximal end
that can be secured to a handle of the cosmetic product
applicator and a distal end that can be secured to a
proximal end tip of the hollow flexible sleeve.
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