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is formed in a housing (2) and which can be sealed off
by a removable sealing element (4) in which at least one
of the upright peripheral edges of said housing (2) com-
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Fireplace with heat-resistant glass and transparent supporting edge

the sealing element (4) is pressed. As the supporting
edge (5), against which the sealing element (4) is pressed
(bears) is made from a transparent material, this support-
ing edge (5) is completely inconspicuous which makes
it possible to install a decorative fireplace (1) in a very
‘minimalistic’ or sleek’ manner.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to a decorative
fireplace, comprising a combustion chamber which is
formed in a housing and which can be sealed off by a
removable sealing element. The invention relates in par-
ticular to a decorative fireplace, comprising a combustion
chamber which is formed in a housing and which can be
sealed off virtually hermetically by means of a removable
sealing element. The invention relates more particularly
to a built-in gas fireplace of the closed or hermetic type.
[0002] Originally, all decorative fireplaces were open
fireplaces which are very attractive due to the fact that
they are open. However, as a result of the increase in
energy prices and their limited efficiency, decorative fire-
places had to become more economical and efficient,
which has resulted in fireplaces which can be sealed off
by means of a closure element becoming increasingly
popular. Usually, a sealing element made from heat-re-
sistant glass is chosen which is attached to or clamped
in a metal frame, also referred to as a window frame or
frame.

[0003] There are hundreds of models which are com-
mercially available on the market, using wood, coal or
gas as fuel. In connection with the discharge of flue gas,
decorative fireplaces using wood or coal are always pro-
vided with a chimney. Gas-fired built-in fireplaces may
optionally be provided with a chimney, but can also be
designed as a hermetic unit. In the latter case, no com-
bustion air is removed from the room. A hermetic unit is
provided with a duct for the supply of fresh air and a duct
for the discharge of flue gases. Such a system is referred
to and known as a balanced flue system. Such systems
are compulsory in newly built dwellings with mechanical
ventilation. As a result thereof, it is important that the
sealing element seals off the combustion chamber per-
fectly.

[0004] A large number of the known devices are pro-
vided with a windowed door which use a frame as a seal-
ing element and which are installed to be flush with the
wall. Some are installed in such a manner that the win-
dowed door is recessed. The sealing element, in partic-
ular the windowed door, has a frame or edge which
serves to change the position of the closure of the com-
bustion chamber from an open to a closed position and
vice versa, mainly so that the rear of the windowed door
can be cleaned. In this case, the known devices can be
provided with a means which makes it possible, on the
one hand, to open the windowed door outwards, for ex-
ample by fitting hinges on the side so that the windowed
doors can be swung open to the left or to the right or, on
the other hand, to push the windowed door upwards, for
example by providing a lift system or a combination of
both systems.

[0005] For aesthetic reasons, modem architecture, on
the one hand, wants to create as large a fire as possible
for the user and at the same time strives to keep the
resulting assembly simple and sleek. In this context, the
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presence or visibility of the frame is regarded as being
annoying. The Applicant has already filed a patent appli-
cation BE 1015 920 in which the frame is no longer visible
due to the fact that the window frame is attached on the
inside of the fireplace. These fireplaces are commercially
available under the brand names Cosyflame Invento and
Cosyflame Rotario. With these embodiments, the win-
dow frame is obviously larger than the opening of the
fireplace, as a result of which this solution has its limita-
tions.

[0006] Such a fireplace in which the window glass is
pressed (fitted) against the peripheral edges of a metal
frame is described, inter alia, in German patent publica-
tion DE 34 08 483 A1. This patent publication describes
a decorative fireplace for burning solid fuels in which the
window glass can be moved up and down in the window
frame in order thus to create an adjustable opening on
the bottom side via which air can enter the combustion
chamber and thus to control the burning of the wood. In
order to prevent too much air from entering the combus-
tion chamber via the top side during the up and down
movement, a plate of metal or transparent material is
provided at the location of the top side of the decorative
fireplace which slightly restricts the influx of air at the top.
Since this publication relates to a window glass which
can be moved up and down in a window frame of a com-
bustion device with open combustion and not to a (frame-
less) decorative fireplace of the closed type, this publi-
cation is not relevant. In addition, the window glass can-
not be removed with this type of decorative fireplace.
[0007] Recently, fireplaces have been introduced
which are provided with sealing elements, one or more
sides of which have no frame and which therefore only
consist of glass. In this case, use is made of strong glass
with polished edges. However, this solution is only fea-
sible for gas-fired devices, where the sealing element
has to be opened for maintenance only on sporadic oc-
casions. With such fireplaces, the glass is pressed
against the peripheral edges of the housing in various
mechanical ways, often with a seal in between, in order
to seal the assembly virtually hermetically. This solution
produces a satisfactory result, but the seal and/or the
peripheral edges of the housing remain visible through
the glass. To this end, a more or less non-transparent,
dark strip (screening) will often be printed on the outer
edges of the glass, which is less aesthetically pleasing.
Various ways have been developed to hide the window
frame or the dark strip on one or more sides, but there
remains at least one side where this cannot be achieved
as it has to be possible to remove the glass for mainte-
nance purposes.

[0008] Itis anobject of the present invention to provide
a decorative fireplace in which the frame (border) around
the glass or the mounting of the glass is no longer visible
and in which it is still possible to remove the sealing el-
ement in a relatively simple manner from the decorative
fireplace. Such decorative fireplaces are known as
frameless decorative fireplaces.
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[0009] The object of the invention is achieved by pro-
viding a decorative fireplace, comprising a combustion
chamber which is formed in a housing and can be sealed
by a removable sealing element in which at least one of
the peripheral edges of said housing comprises a trans-
parent supporting edge against which the sealing ele-
ment is pressed. Preferably, at least two of the peripheral
edges of said housing comprise a transparent supporting
edge against which the sealing element is pressed. In
particular, both upright (vertical) peripheral edges of the
housing comprise such a transparent supporting edge.
Said sealing element is preferably made from heat-re-
sistant glass.

[0010] Said decorative fireplace is preferably a built-in
gas fireplace of the closed type.

[0011] Duetothe factthatthe supporting edge, against
which the sealing element is pressed (bears), is also
made from a transparent material, preferably heat-resist-
ant glass or a similar material, this supporting edge is
completely inconspicuous and this makes it possible to
install a decorative fireplace in a very 'minimalistic’ or
‘sleek’ way. With a decorative fireplace which is designed
in such a manner, virtually only the flames will be visible
and no annoying edges and/or frames will distract the
eye.

[0012] In a preferred embodiment of the decorative
fireplace according to the invention, the right-hand and
the left-hand peripheral edge comprise a transparent
supporting edge against which the sealing element is
pressed. More preferably, the top and bottom peripheral
edge also comprise such a transparent supporting edge.
[0013] According to a first preferred embodiment, the
transparent supporting edge is mechanically connected
to the housing. The mechanical connection is preferably
achieved by clamping profiles or a bolt/nut connection.
[0014] With devices of the hermetic type, it is very im-
portant that the combustion chamber is properly sealed
and therefore, said supporting edge can be moved coun-
ter to a spring force in another preferred embodiment of
the decorative fireplace according to the invention. In this
way, uneven structures can be absorbed by the sealing
element (glass plates are hardly ever perfectly flat) and
thus it becomes possible to hermetically seal the com-
bustion chamber by means of the sealing element even
more effectively. In a preferred embodiment, a rubber
seal is provided between the transparent supporting
edge and the housing in order to arrange the supporting
edge in a resilient manner.

[0015] The abovementioned supporting edge prefera-
bly has a width of between 15 and 100 mm and a thick-
ness of between 3 and 8 mm. In particular, a supporting
edge having a width of 25 mm and a thickness of 5 mm
is preferred.

[0016] In a particular embodiment of the decorative
fireplace according to the invention, said decorative fire-
place comprises a clamping means in order to clamp the
sealing element againstthe transparent supporting edge.
The sealing element can be (resiliently) pressed against

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the one or more transparent supporting edges in different
ways. For example by means of:

- a metal profile provided with tightening screws or
another clamping means;

- a sealing strip made from fibreglass or other heat-
resistant fibre;

- a hollow or solid rubber profile.

[0017] In a more particular embodiment of the deco-
rative fireplace according to the invention, said decora-
tive fireplace furthermore comprises a supporting profile,
as a result of which a receiving space is formed for the
edge of the sealing element. Preferably, such a support-
ing profile is provided on two or three sides of the periph-
ery of the housing, so that a respective receiving space
is provided for two or three edges of the sealing element,
in particular the top edge and the two side edges.
[0018] According to an advantageous embodiment of
the decorative fireplace according to the invention, said
receiving space is designed such that the sealing ele-
ment is displaceable therein when the sealing element
is being installed or removed. Not every receiving space
is designed in this way, as a great deal depends on the
number of supporting edges for the sealing element and
the configuration thereof.

[0019] In a more advantageous embodiment of the
decorative fireplace, said clamping means is resilientand
provided in said receiving space in order to press the
sealing element against the glass support edge with a
force which can be moved counter to a spring force. To
this end, the clamping means comprises a preferably re-
silient core material provided with a woven or knitted
heat-resistant casing. The core material may, for exam-
ple, be made of spring steel or resilient expanded metal.
[0020] A more detailed description of the built-in fire-
place according to the invention is given below in order
to further explain the properties of the present invention
and to indicate the additional advantages and features
thereof. It will be clear that nothing in the following de-
scription can be interpreted as a limitation of the scope
of the present invention which is defined in the claims.
[0021] Reference numerals are used inthis description
to refer to the attached drawings, in which:

- Fig. 1shows a view of a decorative fireplace accord-
ing to the invention in which both upright peripheral
edges of the housing are provided with a glass sup-
porting edge;

- Fig. 2shows a view of a decorative fireplace accord-
ing to the invention in which all peripheral edges of
the housing are provided with a glass supporting
edge;

- Fig. 3 shows a perspective view of a non-fitted dec-
orative fireplace according to the invention in which
both upright peripheral edges of the housing are pro-
vided with a glass supporting edge;

- Fig. 4 shows a view of the decorative fireplace from
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Fig. 3 fitted in a mantelpiece with depth frame;

- Fig. 5 shows a decorative fireplace according to the
invention provided with only one glass supporting
edge, with Fig. 5.1 showing a detail view of the bot-
tom peripheral edge ofthe housing, Fig. 5.2 showing
a detail view of the top peripheral edge of the hous-
ing which is provided with the glass supporting edge,
and Fig. 5.3 showing a detail view of an upright pe-
ripheral edge of the housing;

- Fig. 6 shows how a sealing element is inserted in
the decorative fireplace shown in Fig. 5;

- Fig. 7 shows how the sealing element is clamped
against a glass supporting edge by means of a re-
silient rubber profile;

- Fig. 8 shows how the sealing element is clamped
against a glass supporting edge by means of a
clamping means comprising a resilient core material
provided with a woven heat-resistant casing;

- Fig. 9 shows a decorative fireplace according to the
invention in which both upright peripheral edges are
provided with a glass supporting edge, with Fig. 9.
1 showing a detail view of the bottom peripheral
edge of the housing, Fig. 9.2 showing a detail view
of the top peripheral edge of the housing, and Fig.
9.3 showing a detail view of an upright peripheral
edge of the housing which is provided with the glass
supporting edge;

- Fig. 10 shows how a sealing element is inserted in
the decorative fireplace shown in Fig. 9;

- Fig. 11 shows a decorative fireplace according to
the invention in which both upright peripheral edges
and the top peripheral edge are provided with a
glass supporting edge, with Fig. 11.1 showing a de-
tail view of the bottom peripheral edge of the hous-
ing, Fig. 11.2 showing a detail view of an upright
peripheral edge of the housing which is provided
with the glass supporting edge, and Fig. 11.3 show-
ing a detail view of the top peripheral edge of the
housing which is provided with the glass supporting
edge;

- Fig. 12 shows how a sealing element is inserted in
the decorative fireplace shown in Fig. 11;

- Fig. 13shows a detail view of both upright peripheral
edges of a housing of a specific embodiment of a
decorative fireplace according to the invention in
which the glass supporting edge is arranged so that
it can be displaced counter to a spring force.

[0022] The present invention relates to a decorative
fireplace (1) which comprises a combustion chamber (3)
which is formed in a housing (2) and which can be her-
metically sealed by a removable sealing element (4). The
sealing element (4) is preferably made from heat-resist-
ant glass which is adapted to the size of the opening of
the fireplace. The glass from which the sealing element
(4) is made has a standard thickness of 4 to 5 mm, but
other values are also possible.

[0023] The present invention makes it possible to in-
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stall such a decorative fireplace (1) in a very ‘'minimalistic’
or 'sleek’ manner. With a decorative fireplace which is
designed in this way, virtually only the flames will be vis-
ible and no annoying edges and/or frames will distract
the eye.

[0024] As is shown in Figs. 1 and 2, this is achieved
by providing at least one of the upright peripheral edges
of the housing (2) with a transparent supporting edge (5).
Due to the fact that the sealing element (4) is pressed
against a transparent supporting edge (5), this support
is hardly visible to someone who is looking at the deco-
rative fireplace (1); virtually only the flames are visible
and no annoying edges and/or frames will distract the
eye, as can be seen in Fig. 4. Fig. 4 illustrates the dec-
orative fireplace (1) shown in Fig. 3, with both upright
peripheral edges of the housing (2) being provided with
a transparent (glass) supporting edge (5), fitted into a
mantelpiece (14) with depth frame. As can be seen from
this figure, no edges or parts of the frame are visible
anymore.

[0025] Inorder to offer sufficient support for the sealing
element (4), each peripheral edge (see for example Fig.
2) is preferably provided with a transparent supporting
edge (5). However, providing only the two upright periph-
eral edges (see for example Fig. 1), three or only one
peripheral edge with such a transparent supporting edge
(5) also falls within the scope of protection of this patent
application.

[0026] The transparent supporting edge (5) is prefer-
ably made from heat-resistant glass or a similar material
and is attached to the inside of the housing (2), at the
location of the peripheral edge, via a mechanical con-
necting means, such as for example screws, bolts and
nuts.

[0027] The transparent supporting edge (5) has a
standard width of approximately 25 mm and a thickness
of approximately 5 mm. Obviously, these values can be
changed depending on the size of the opening of the
fireplace.

[0028] The sealing element (4) is pressed against one
or more supporting edges (5), either with or without a
transparent seal in between.

[0029] Due to the fact that the sealing element (4) and
the supporting edge (5) are both sufficiently flat, they will
fittightly against each other and the seal without a sealing
in between suffices for use in a gas fireplace, as a gas
fireplace has to be airtight and not watertight. Tests car-
ried out by the patent proprietor and the testing body
Technigaz have shown that, at a pressure of 10 Pascal,
the leakage rate is negligible and well within the permitted
values, provided that both elements (4 and 5) are firmly
pressed against each other.

[0030] Inorder to press (clamp) both elements, in par-
ticular the sealing element (4) and the transparent sup-
porting edge (5), firmly against one another, said deco-
rative fireplace (1) comprises a so-called clamping
means (6) which is designed to clamp (press) the sealing
element (4) against the transparent supporting edge (5).
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[0031] The sealing element (4) can be pressed against
the one or more supporting edges (5), and any metal
peripheral edges which may be present in various ways,
for example by means of:

- ametal profile with tightening screws or other pres-
sure means;

- a sealing strip made of glass fibre or another heat-
resistant fibre;

- ahollow or solid rubber profile;

- some form of coiled spring or other spring, with or
without a casing;

- atubular annular spring made of spring steel or wo-
ven bronze, with or without a casing.

[0032] Preferably, however, use is made of a clamping
means (6) which comprises a resilient core material (9)
provided with a woven heat-resistant casing (10) (see
Fig. 8). The clamping means (6) is resilient and is partly
provided in a receiving space (8), formed between a sup-
porting profile (7) and the sealing element (4). The sup-
porting profile (7) is attached to the housing (2) as can
be seen from the attached Figs. 5, 9 and 11.

[0033] By inserting the resilient clamping means into
thereceiving space (8), the sealing element (4) is pressed
against the transparent supporting edge (5) with a force
which can be displaced counter to a spring force.
[0034] Inordertoenablethe usertoremove the sealing
element (4) from the decorative fireplace (1), for example
in order to clean it, said receiving space (8) is designed
in such a manner that the sealing element (4) is displace-
able therein when the sealing element (4) is being in-
stalled or removed.

[0035] A more detailed description of a number of pos-
sible embodiments of the decorative fireplace (1) accord-
ing to the invention is given below with reference to Figs.
5 to 11, in particular a decorative fireplace (1) provided
with one supporting edge (S) (Fig. 5), a decorative fire-
place (1) provided with two supporting edges (5) (Fig. 9)
and a decorative fireplace (1) with three supporting edges
(5) (Fig. 11) in transparent glass. The description is in
each case supplemented by an explanation of the way
in which the sealing element (4) can be inserted.
[0036] Fig. 5 shows a decorative fireplace (1) provided
with only one glass supporting edge (5), with Fig. 5.1
showing a detail view of the bottom peripheral edge of
the housing (2), Fig. 5.2 showing a detail view of the top
peripheral edge of the housing (2) which is provided with
the glass supporting edge (5), and Fig. 5.3 showing a
detail view of an upright peripheral edge of the housing
(2).

[0037] Just like the decorative fireplace (1) shown in
Figs. 9 and 11, the decorative fireplace shown in Fig. 5
comprises a housing (2) which is provided with a first
supporting profile (7) along its periphery. These support-
ing profiles (7) can be attached to the housing (2) of the
decorative fireplace (1), if desired resiliently or with ad-
justable spacers.
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[0038] In the version illustrated in Fig. 5, only one pe-
ripheral edge, in particular the top peripheral edge (see
Fig. 5.2) is provided with a transparent supporting edge
(5) against which the sealing element (4) is pressed. The
upright edges are provided with a second supporting pro-
file (11). In this way, a receiving space (8) is formed for
the edges of the sealing element (4), between the glass
supporting edge (5) and the first supporting profile (7)
(see Fig. 5.2), or between the first (7) and second (11)
supporting profile (see Fig. 5.3) or between the housing
(2) and the first supporting profile (7) (see Fig. 5.1).
[0039] Inordertoclamp the sealing element (4) against
the metal parts of the decorative fireplace, in particular
the first supporting profile (7) or the second supporting
profile (11) and achieve a good sealing, the decorative
fireplace (1) is provided with a sealing profile (16) which
is fixedly connected to the housing at the location of the
bottom peripheral edge and is made from rubber which
can withstand high temperatures. This rubber sealing
profile (16) is in principle only fitted (provided) on the
sides of the periphery where there is no glass supporting
edge (5) in the formed receiving space (8) and where the
sealing element (4) would otherwise bear against a metal
part. This sealing profile (16) is secured in the bottom
peripheral edge by means of a securing plate (12). The
decorative fireplace (1) furthermore comprises a support
(13) for the sealing element (4) in its bottom peripheral
edge, which support (13) is made from fibre material.
[0040] The sealing element (4) of the decorative fire-
place (1) according to the invention can be fitted on the
fireplace in a simple manner and can also be readily re-
moved therefrom. Thus, the sealing element (4) of the
decorative fireplace (1) shown in Fig. 5 is inserted in the
following way (see Fig. 6). To this end, the receiving
space of one of the upright peripheral edges is designed
in such a manner that a groove is provided in which the
sealing element (4) can move. The following steps have
to be followed in order to insert the sealing element:

- place a suction cup (not shown) on the sealing ele-
ment;

- position the sealing element against the right-hand
edge and above the bottom edge and slide it to the
right into the groove;

- turn the sealing element slightly until it touches the
fireplace on the left-hand side and slide the sealing
element to the left;

- slide the sealing element down into the bottom re-
ceiving space;

- fit a resilient clamping means (6) in the receiving
space on the side where the glass supporting edge
(5) is situated and also in the receiving space at the
location of the upright peripheral edges.

[0041] It is important that the decorative fireplace (1)
is sealed properly after the sealing element (4) has been
fitted, particularly on the peripheral edges where a sup-
porting edge (5) is provided. This is achieved by means
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of a clamping means (6) placed in the receiving space
(8). Asiis illustrated in Fig. 7, the clamping means (6) can
be designed as a resilient tubular rubber sealing profile.
Preferably, however, use is made of a clamping means
(6) which consists of a resilient tubular metal core (9)
surrounded by a knitted sleeve (10) of glass fibre (see
Fig. 8). The diameter of this clamping means is slightly
larger than the receiving space, as a result of which it is
compressed into an oval shape, thus fitting tightly and
pressing against the sealing element.

[0042] In the version shown in Fig. 9, the two upright
peripheral edges (see Fig. 9.3) are provided with a trans-
parent supporting edge (5) against which the sealing el-
ement (4)is pressed. The upright edges are also provided
with a second supporting profile (11) which offers support
to the transparent supporting edge (5). In this case, the
receiving space for the lateral edges of the sealing ele-
ment (4) is formed between the transparent supporting
edge (5) and the first supporting profile (7). An additional
reinforcing profile (15) is provided between the housing
(2) and the first supporting profile (7) (just as in the em-
bodiments shown in Figs. 5 and 11) for reinforcement
purposes.

[0043] As has been described above, a rubber sealing
profile (16) which can withstand high temperatures is pro-
vided at the location of the peripheral edges where there
is no supporting edge (bottom and top peripheral edge).
This sealing profile (16) is held securely in the bottom
and top peripheral edge by means of a securing plate
(12) (see Figs. 9.1 and 9.2). The decorative fireplace (1)
furthermore comprises, along its bottom peripheral edge,
a support (13) made from fibre material for the sealing
element (4). The decorative fireplace is provided with a
removable clamping means (6) in order to press the seal-
ing element (4) against the supporting edges (5), as is
shown in Fig. 8.

[0044] The sealing element (4) of the decorative fire-
place (1) shown in Fig. 9 is then inserted in the following
way (see Fig. 10). To this end, the receiving space of one
ofthe upright peripheral edges is designed in such aman-
ner that a groove is present in which the sealing element
(4) can be displaced.

[0045] The following steps have to be carried out in
order to insert the sealing element:

- place a suction cup (not shown) on the sealing ele-
ment;

- position the sealing element against the top edge
and slide it upwards into the groove;

- turn the sealing element slightly until it touches the
fireplace at the bottom;

- slide the sealing element down into the bottom re-
ceiving space;

- fitaresilient clamping means in the receiving spaces
on the two sides with the glass supporting edges.

[0046] In the version shown in Fig. 11, the upright pe-
ripheral edges (see Fig. 11.2) and the top peripheral edge
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(seeFig. 11.3) are provided with a transparent supporting
edge (5) against which the sealing element (4) is pressed.
The upright edges are also provided with a second sup-
porting profile (11) which offers support to the transparent
supporting edge (5). In this case, the receiving space for
the lateral edges of the sealing element (4) is formed
between the transparent supporting edge (5) and the first
supporting profile (7).

[0047] Justas described above, a rubber sealing pro-
file (16) which can withstand high temperatures is pro-
vided at the location of the peripheral edges where there
is no supporting edge (bottom peripheral edge). This
sealing profile (16) is held securely in the bottom periph-
eral edge by means of a securing plate (12) (see Fig.
11.1). At its bottom peripheral edge, the decorative fire-
place (1) furthermore comprises a support (13) made of
fibre material for the sealing element (4). The decorative
fireplace is provided with a removable clamping means
(6) in order to press the sealing element (4) against the
supporting edges (5), as shown in Fig. 8.

[0048] The sealing element (4) of the decorative fire-
place (1) shownin Fig. 11 is then inserted in the following
way (see Fig. 12). For this purpose, the receiving space
of one of the upright peripheral edges is designed in such
a manner that a groove is provided in which the sealing
element (4) can be displaced.

[0049] The following steps have to be carried out in
order to insert the sealing element:

- place a suction cup (not shown) on the sealing ele-
ment;

- positionthe sealing element against the bottom edge
and slide it downwards into the groove;

- turn the sealing element slightly until it touches the
fireplace at the top;

- fit the clamping means in the receiving spaces on
the three sides with glass supporting edges.

[0050] As itis very important with devices of the her-
metic type to properly seal the combustion chamber, in
a more preferred embodiment of the decorative fireplace
(1) according to the invention said supporting edge can
be moved counter to a spring force, as can be seen in
Fig. 13. Fig. 13 shows a detail view of the two upright
(vertical) peripheral edges of a decorative fireplace ac-
cording to the invention, with only these upright edges
being provided with a transparent supporting edge for
the sealing element.

[0051] By making the supporting edges displaceable
counter to a spring force, uneven structures in the sealing
element can be absorbed (glass plates are virtually never
perfectly flat) and thus it becomes possible to seal the
combustion chamber by means of the sealing element
even more hermetically. In order to resiliently mount the
supporting edge, a rubber seal (17) (in practice a hollow
rubber profile) is situated between the transparent sup-
porting edge and the housing, preferably between the
supporting edge (5) and the supporting profile (11) which
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provides support to the transparent supporting edge (5).

Claims

10.

Decorative fireplace (1), comprising a combustion
chamber (3) which is formed in a housing (2) and
which can be sealed off by a removable sealing el-
ement (4), characterized in that at least one of the
peripheral edges of said housing (2) comprises a
transparent supporting edge (5) against which the
sealing element (4) is pressed.

Decorative fireplace (1) according to Claim 1, char-
acterized in that at least two of the peripheral edges
of said housing (2) comprise a transparent support-
ing edge (5) against which the sealing element (4)
is pressed.

Decorative fireplace (1) according to Claim 1 or 2,
characterized in that the right-hand and the left-
hand upright peripheral edge comprise atransparent
supporting edge (5) against which the sealing ele-
ment (4) is pressed.

Decorative fireplace (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that the transpar-
ent supporting edge (5) is mechanically connected
to the housing (2).

Decorative fireplace (1) according to one of the
Claims 1 to 3, characterized in that said supporting
edge (5) can be moved counter to a spring force.

Decorative fireplace (1) according to Claim 5, char-
acterized in that a rubber seal (17) is provided be-
tween said transparent supporting edge (5) and the
housing.

Decorative fireplace (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that said support-
ing edge (5) has a width of between 15 and 100 mm,
and a thickness of between 3 and 8 mm.

Decorative fireplace (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that said decora-
tive fireplace (1) comprises a clamping means (6) in
order to clamp the sealing element (4) against the
transparent supporting edge (5).

Decorative fireplace (1) according to Claim 8, char-
acterized in that said decorative fireplace (1) fur-
thermore comprises a supporting profile (7) as a re-
sult of which a receiving space (8) is formed for the
edge of the sealing element (4).

Decorative fireplace (1) according to Claim 9, char-
acterized in that said receiving space (8) is de-
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

signed such that the sealing element (4) is displace-
able therein when the sealing element (4) is being
installed or removed.

Decorative fireplace (1) according to Claim 9 or 10,
characterized in that said clamping means (6) is
resilient and is provided in said receiving space (8)
in order to press the sealing element (4) against the
transparent supporting edge (5) with a force which
can be moved counter to a spring force.

Decorative fireplace (1) according to one of Claims
8to 11, characterized in that said clamping means
(6) comprises a resilient core material (9) provided
with a woven or knitted heat-resistant casing (10).

Decorative fireplace (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that said transpar-
ent supporting edge (5) is made from heat-resistant
glass.

Decorative fireplace (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that said sealing
element (4) is made from heat-resistant glass.

Decorative fireplace (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that said decora-
tive fireplace is a built-in gas fireplace of the closed

type.
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