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(54) Health service stretcher

(57) Health service stretcher, that has a frame (1),
with a more or less rectangular shape and that is appre-
ciably flat for the placement of the sick or injured person
either in a sitting position or lying down, where said frame
has some light emitting elements (4a, 4b) distributed

around the periphery of said frame (1), these light emitting
elements (4a, 4b) being connected to at least one inde-
pendent source of electrical energy (5) with an on/off con-
trol switch, signalling the position of the stretcher in a
visible manner from all around.
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Description

Object of the invention

[0001] This present invention refers to a health service
stretcher, more specifically a stretcher used in ambulanc-
es and by the emergency services for the transportation
of sick people to hospitals and similar places.

Field of application of the invention.

[0002] The invention is applicable to the health hard-
ware industry, more specifically in the sector for light
stretcher transport.

Background to the invention

[0003] At the present time, the emergency medical
services and ambulances are equipped with light con-
struction stretchers, which allow for the movement of sick
and injured people in a safe manner.
[0004] A stretcher is made up from an appreciably flat
frame and generally has some feet or a foldable base
with wheels on the lower part which allows the stretcher
to be wheeled. The folding down of the base means a
reduction in the total height of the stretcher so as to make
its introduction and transport in ambulances easier.
[0005] The main problem posed by the use of these
stretchers is that it is possible to trip with these and in so
doing the sick or injured person can be hurt, this being a
situation that is absolutely not advisable. For example,
during the excitement of an accident it is possible that a
person who is rushing does not realise that there is some-
one near or in the path of the stated stretcher. In other
cases, such as in poorly lit areas, such as industrial build-
ings or poorly lit streets or roads during the hours of dark-
ness, it may be difficult to see a stretcher, with the con-
sequent risk of knocking it over.
[0006] This is the main problem that the characteristics
of this invention solve.

Description to the invention

[0007] The health service stretcher, object of this in-
vention, has some technical peculiarities aimed at mak-
ing its visibility easier in places where there is poor light-
ing and low visibility, or in those in which the care being
provided is affected by events such as the nerves of the
people involved in accidents or unforeseen situations,
where said stretcher is needed, achieving an improve-
ment in the safety of the sick or injured person, and for
those surrounding the patient.
[0008] The health service stretcher is of the type that
has a frame, with a shape that is more or less rectangular,
is appreciably flat, for the placement of the sick or injured
person in a lying down position.
[0009] According to the invention, the stretcher has
some light emitting elements distributed around the pe-

riphery of said frame, these light emitting elements being
connected to at least one independent supply of electrical
energy with some means of switching them on, marking
the position of the stretcher.
[0010] In this way the stretcher becomes clearly visible
and stands out at night or in dark or poorly lit environ-
ments from a significant distance. This advantage, for
example can be seen in the case of a traffic accident, the
stretcher is easily visible to the drivers of other vehicles
who are approaching, such as in the case of the collecting
of the sick or injured person, during the movement to the
ambulance, improving the safety of the occupant. The
independent electrical supply is made up of a battery and
an on/off switch, and thus making sure that the stretcher
does not lose freedom of movement and for the light emit-
ting elements to work only when their use is necessary.
[0011] In one embodiment, the independent electrical
supply has an operating control unit for the light emitting
elements to be flashing, for example by means of an in-
termittent unit. This control unit provides the light emitting
elements with an action so that they are even more visible
and the people can pay greater attention to the position
of the stretcher.
[0012] In one embodiment the independent electrical
supply is housed in the lower part of the frame, being
away from the part where the patient is housed and out
of reach, preventing possible accidents.
[0013] In one embodiment the light emitting elements
are placed at the ends of the frame, and in so doing
achieve better visibility in situations in which a person
approaching the stretcher in a passage or something sim-
ilar will still see the stretcher from either of the two ends.
It is even envisaged that these light emitting elements
can be different colours, such as white at the front end
and red at the rear end, showing the orientation of the
stretcher and its possible direction of movement when it
is handled by nurses who are moving the patient.
[0014] In another embodiment, which does not rule out
that it can be simultaneous, the light emitting elements
are placed on the longitudinal sides of the frame allow it
to achieve the improvement in the signalling and location
of the stretcher from the sides. In this case the light emit-
ting elements could be yellow, for example.

Description of the figures.

[0015] In order to complete the description that is being
made and for the purpose of providing a better under-
standing of its characteristics, a set of drawings is at-
tached to this present description in which the figures
being by way of illustration and are not by way of limitation
on the invention, in which the following is shown:

- Figure 1 shows a lateral view of a stretcher of the
invention.

- Figure 2 shows a block diagram of the electrical cir-
cuit for the supply and control of the light emitting
elements.
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Preferred embodiment of the invention

[0016] As and how can be seen in the referenced fig-
ures the stretcher has a frame (1) that is more or less
rectangular in a top view and which is essentially flat for
the placement of the sick or injured person who is either
sat or lying down on said frame. On the lower part of the
frame (1) of the stretcher there are some foldable feet
(2), with their corresponding wheels (3) to make the
wheeling of said stretcher easier and its introduction into
the inside of the ambulance or health vehicle.
[0017] There are some light emitting elements (4a, 4b)
assembled onto the perimeter of the frame (1) of the
stretcher, which are connected to an independent elec-
trical supply (5) with on/off controls for its use, signalling
the situation of said stretcher in a clearly visible manner
to all those around.
[0018] Light emitting elements (4a) are placed at the
front and rear ends of the frame (1), made in a distinctive
colour so as to identify said ends and the possible move-
ment that the stretcher is making. Other light emitting
elements (4b) are placed along the longer sides of the
frame (1) to facilitate its lateral visibility.
[0019] The independent electrical supply (5) is housed
under the frame (1), being made up of a rechargeable
battery (6), an on/off switch (7) and a control unit (8) for
the flashing action of the light emitting elements (4a, 4b).
[0020] Once having sufficiently described the nature
of the invention, likewise having given a preferred em-
bodiment it is placed on record that the materials, shape,
size and arrangement of the elements described can be
modified provided that they do not mean an alteration of
the basic essentials of the invention that are claimed be-
low.

Claims

1. Health service stretcher, of the type that has a frame
(1), with a more or less rectangular shape and that
is appreciably flat for the placement of the sick or
injured person either in a sitting position or lying
down, characterised in that it has some light emit-
ting elements (4a, 4b) distributed around the periph-
ery of said frame (1), said light emitting elements
(4a, 4b) being connected to at least one independent
source of electrical energy (5) with an on/off control
switch, signalling the position of the stretcher in a
visible manner from all around.

2. A stretcher, according to claim 1, characterised in
that the independent electrical supply (5) has a con-
trol unit (8) to make the light emitting elements (4a,
4b) work in a flashing manner.

3. A stretcher, according to any of the previous claims,
characterised in that the independent electrical
supply (5) is housed in the lower part of the frame (1).

4. A stretcher, according to any of the previous claims,
characterised in that the light emitting elements
(4a) are fitted to the ends of the frame (1).

5. A stretcher, according to any of the previous claims,
characterised in that the light emitting elements
(4b) are fitted to the longitudinal sides of the frame
(1).
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