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(54) Washing appliance

(57) A ballast system for a washing machine is de-
scribed. The ballast system is comprised of a reservoir
(109) having means for permitting water to flow between
said reservoir and the washing machine drum (101), the
reservoir (109) further comprising an inlet for enabling
said reservoir (109) to be filled with water and an outlet
for enabling water to be drained from said reservoir (109),
the system further comprising means for filling said res-
ervoir (109) and maintaining said reservoir (109) sub-
stantially full of water between washing cycles of said
washing machine. In which the weight of said reservoir
(109) when it is substantially full of water acts to counter
balance vibrations generated by rotation of said washing
machine drum (101) during a washing cycle.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, hamely:

1. claims: 1-10

The problem solved by the first group of inventions is to
reduce vibrations generated by the rotation of the drum of
the washing machine.

2. claims: 11-15

The problem solved by the second group of of inventions is
to allow the washing machine to be moved easily on rollers.
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