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Description
[TECHNICAL FIELD]

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a power trans-
mitting apparatus, and more particularly, to a power
transmitting apparatus in which the occurrence of prob-
lems such as adherence of external dust and efflores-
cence of a lubricant due to regular application of the lu-
bricant may be reduced, and in particular, as opposed to
a related art, a lubricant coating work may be made easy
because the lubricant can be self-supplied to a plurality
of pins provided on a pin gear.

[BACKGROUND ART]

[0002] A power transmitting apparatus is largely divid-
edinto arack and pinion for converting a rotational motion
to a linear motion or vice versa and a gear train for trans-
mitting only a rotational motion while converting a rota-
tional speed and a torque.

[0003] Typically, a powertransmitting system of a pow-
er transmitting apparatus mainly uses a tooth shape ac-
cording to an involute curve principle. However, there is
a rare case of using a tooth shape according to a cycloid
curve principle and a pin gear.

[0004] No matter what tooth is used, lubrication of a
contact tooth surface is essential in the power transmit-
ting apparatus. In particular, when a pre-pressure is ap-
plied to a tooth surface in order to improve a degree of
precision or rigidity, alarge amount of friction is generated
on the tooth surface so that importance of lubrication is
further emphasized.

[0005] The lubrication may be essential not only for a
rack and pinion for converting a rotational motion to a
linear motion or a linear motion to a rotational motion,
but also for a portion where a driving gear and a driven
gear are engaged with each other, such as, a section
gear, a large index, or a large positioner needing a cir-
cular motion of a large diameter.

[0006] In a related art, for supply of a lubricant, a lu-
brication method of entirely surrounding a gear train by
a housing and performing an oil leak prevention treat-
ment using an oil seal or an O-ring and then filling the
inside of the housing with the lubricant, or an oil bath
lubrication method, has been selected.

[0007] However, itis a problem that this method is dif-
ficult to apply because an increase of self-weight and
deterioration of efficiency due to viscosity friction of a
lubricant, particularly in a case of a large gear train.
[0008] In the meantime, for a rack and pinion and a
section gear, since these are not a gear train performing
a complete circular motion and the gear train is exposed
to the outside, there has been no special method other
than a method of regularly coating a lubricant having a
high viscosity. When the lubricant is regularly coated,
maintenance and repair is needed due to the adherence
of external dust and efflorescence of a lubricant. Further-
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more, a lubrication work becomes inconvenient and dif-
ficult. Therefore, a solution to address the above matters
is needed.

[DISCLOSURE OF INVENTION]
[TECHNICAL PROBLEM]

[0009] The present invention provides a power trans-
mitting apparatus in which the occurrence of problems
such as adherence of external dust and efflorescence of
a lubricant due to regular application of the lubricant may
be reduced, and in particular, as opposed to a related
art, a lubricant coating work may be made easy because
the lubricant can be self-supplied to a plurality of pins
provided on a pin gear.

[ADVATAGEOUS EFFECTS]

[0010] Accordingtothe presentinventive concept, pro-
vides a power transmitting apparatus in which the occur-
rence of problems such as adherence of external dust
and efflorescence of a lubricant due to regular application
of the lubricant may be reduced, and in particular, as
opposed to a related art, a lubricant coating work may
be made easy because the lubricant can be self-supplied
to a plurality of pins provided on a pin gear.

[BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS]

[0011] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a power trans-
mitting apparatus according a first embodiment of the
present invention;

[0012] FIG. 2 is an exploded perspective view of the
pin gear of FIG. 1;

[0013] FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a power trans-
mitting apparatus according a second embodiment of the
present invention;

[0014] FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a power trans-
mitting apparatus according a third embodiment of the
present invention;

[0015] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a power trans-
mitting apparatus according a fourth embodiment of the
present invention;

[0016] FIG. 6 is a perspective view illustrating a rear
surface of the pin gear of FIG. 5;

[0017] FIG. 7 is an exploded perspective view of a pin
area in the pin gear of FIG. 5;

[0018] FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view showing a cou-
pling state of FIG. 7;

[0019] FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a power trans-
mitting apparatus according a fifth embodiment of the
present invention; and

[0020] FIG. 10 is an exploded perspective view of the
power transmitting apparatus of FIG. 9.
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[BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION]

[0021] According to an aspect of the presentinvention,
a power transmitting apparatus includes a pin gear pro-
vided with a plurality of pins capable of performing a roll-
ing motion, a tooth gear provided with a plurality of teeth
and engagingly coupled to the pin gear so as to be rela-
tively movable, and a lubricant supplying unit provided
on the pin gear to supply a lubricant to the plurality of pins.
[0022] The pin gear may be a pinion-type driving gear
and the tooth gear may be a rack-type driven gear.
[0023] The pin gear may include first and second cir-
cular plates arranged separated from and parallel to each
other, with the plurality of pins provided therebetween at
the same interval in a circumferential direction, first and
second circular caps respectively coupled to exposed
surfaces of the first and second circular plates, and a
plurality of coupling members coupling the first and sec-
ond circular caps and the first and second circular plates.
[0024] The pin gear may further include a plurality of
pin support bearings coupled to the first and second cir-
cular plates and supporting both end portions of each of
the plurality of pins so as to be capable of performing a
rolling motion.

[0025] The lubricant supplying unit may include a lu-
bricant storage provided in each of the plurality of pins
and storing a lubricant, a lubricant ejection hole formed
in a lateral surface of each of the plurality of pins to com-
municate with the lubricant storage and ejecting the lu-
bricant in the lubricant storage to the outside of each of
the plurality of pins, and a lubricant supplying portion pro-
vided in any one of the first and second circular caps and
supplying the lubricant to the lubricant storage of each
of the plurality of pins.

[0026] The lubricant supplying portion may be formed
in a concave form in an inner surface of the any one
circular cap and have a radial structure in which a cross
section thereofis gradually decreased toward the outside
in a radial direction.

[0027] The lubricant ejection hole may be provided at
two positions symmetrically in one of the plurality of pins
in a lengthwise direction.

[0028] The lubricant supplying unit may further include
a plurality of balls having a size relatively larger than the
lubricant ejection hole and arranged at both end portions
of each of the plurality of pins to reduce a frictional area
of the pin.

[0029] The tooth gear may have a curved shape and
the pin gear may be partially inscribed or circumscribed
on the tooth gear.

[0030] The pin gear may be a rack-type driven gear
and the tooth gear may be a pinion-type driving gear.
[0031] The pin gear may include a gear main body to
which the plurality of pins are linearly coupled at an equal
interval, and a bushing coupled to the outside of each of
the plurality of pins.

[0032] The lubricant supplying unit may include a lu-
bricant storage provided in the plurality of pins and storing
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alubricant, and atleast one lubricant ejection hole formed
in an outer surface of each of the plurality of pins to com-
municate with the lubricant storage and ejecting the lu-
bricant in the lubricant storage to the outside between
the plurality of pins and the bushing.

[0033] The lubricant supplying unit may further include
a lubricant groove radially and inwardly formed in an area
where the lubricant ejection hole is formed along a cir-
cumferential direction of each of the plurality of pins.
[0034] The lubricant supplying unit may further include
a cap detachably coupled to an opening portion at one
side of the lubricant storage.

[0035] According to another aspect of the present in-
vention, a power transmitting apparatus includes a plu-
rality of pin gears, each pin gear comprising a plurality
of pins capable of performing a rolling motion, a first tooth
gear arranged outside the plurality of pin gears and on
which the pins of the pin gears are inscribed, a second
tooth gear arranged inside the first tooth gear and on
which the pins of the pin gears are circumscribed, and a
lubricant supplying unit provided on the plurality of pin
gears to supply a lubricant to the plurality of pins.

[MODE FOR INVENTION]

[0036] Reference will now be made in detail to embod-
iments, examples of which are illustrated in the accom-
panying drawings, wherein like reference numerals refer
to the like elements throughout.

[0037] FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a power trans-
mitting apparatus according a first embodiment of the
presentinvention. FIG. 2is an exploded perspective view
of the pin gear of FIG. 1.

[0038] ReferringtoFIGS. 1and 2, a power transmitting
apparatus according to the present embodimentincludes
a pin gear 100 having a plurality of pins 110 capable of
performing a rolling motion, a tooth gear 300 having a
plurality of teeth 310 and engagingly coupled to the pin
gear 100 to be capable of relatively moving, and a lubri-
cant supplying unit 200 provided in the pin gear 100 to
supply a lubricant to the pins 110.

[0039] In the present embodiment, the pin gear 100 is
a pinion-type driving gear and the tooth gear 300 is a
rack-type driven gear. That is, as the pin gear 100 to
which a motor (not shown) is connected performs a ro-
tational motion, the tooth gear 300 engaged with the pin
gear 100 performs a linear motion, thereby forming a
power transmitting system. However, the right scope of
the present invention is not limited thereto and a reverse
case may be available.

[0040] Referring to FIG. 2, in the structure of the pin
gear 100, the pin gear 100 includes first and second cir-
cular plates 111 and 112 arranged separated from and
parallel to each other, with the pins 110 provided there-
between at the same interval in a circumferential direc-
tion, first and second circular caps 113 and 114 respec-
tively coupled to exposed surfaces of the first and second
circular plates 111 and 112, a plurality of coupling mem-
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bers 115 coupling the first and second circular caps 113
and 114 and the first and second circular plates 111 and
112, and a plurality of pin support bearings 116 coupled
to the first and second circular plates 111 and 112 and
supporting both end portions of each of the pins 110 to
be capable of performing a rolling motion.

[0041] In the present embodiment, since twelve pins
are provided as the pins 110 at an equiangular interval
in the circumferential direction, twelve pin support bear-
ings are accordingly provided as the pin support bearings
116. A plurality of oil seals 117 are further provided be-
tween the pin support bearings 116 and the pins 110.
[0042] The lubricant supplying unit 200 includes a lu-
bricant storage 210 provided in each of the pins 110 and
storing a lubricant, a lubricant ejection hole 220 formed
in alateral surface of each of the pins 110 to communicate
with the lubricant storage 210 and ejecting the lubricant
in the lubricant storage 210 to the outside of each of the
pins 110, and a lubricant supplying portion 230 provided
in the second circular cap 114 and supplying the lubricant
to the lubricant storage 210 of each of the pins 110.
[0043] The lubricant storage 210 refers to an inner
space of each of the pins 110 for storing the lubricant.
Accordingly, the lubricant storage 210 may be the inner
space of each of the pins 110 itself or have a separate
pouch shape separately provided in the inner space of
each of the pins 110 to store the lubricant.

[0044] Thelubricantejection hole 220is a placetoeject
the lubricant stored in the inside of each of the pins 110
to the outside of each of the pins 110. As it is illustrated
in FIG. 2, in the present embodiment, the lubricant ejec-
tion hole 220 is provided at two different positions in a
single pin as each of the pins 110. Of course, since this
is merely one of various embodiments, the lubricant ejec-
tion hole 220 is not necessarily provided at two positions.
[0045] However, when the lubricant ejection hole 220
is provided at two positions symmetrically with respect
to a lengthwise direction of each of the pins 110, it is a
merit that the lubricant is smoothly ejected during arolling
motion of each of the pins 110.

[0046] The lubricant supplying portion 230 is formed
in a concave form in an inner surface of the second cir-
cular cap 114 and has a radial structure in which a cross
section thereofis gradually decreased toward the outside
in a radial direction. The lubricant supplying portion 230
supplies the lubricant directly to the pins 110 that are
rolling elements performing a rolling motion and the pin
support bearings 116.

[0047] The lubricant is supplied to the pins 110 and
the pin support bearings 116 not only by the self-weight
or a flow of a liquid, but also by a pressure without any
separate power. Thatis, when the pin gear 100 is rotated
by acceleration or deceleration of a driving source such
as a motor connected to the pin gear 100, the lubricant
flows toward the radially outer side of the lubricant sup-
plying portion 230, that s, the end portion of a radial struc-
ture in which the cross section of the lubricant supplying
portion 230 gradually decreases, due to a centrifugal
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force. The flow of the lubricant is accelerated due to the
characteristic of a liquid that pressure increases as vol-
ume decreases (pv=k). A pressure generated at this time
may supply the lubricant to the pins 110 and the pin sup-
port bearings 116.

[0048] In particular, in the present embodiment, since
the pins 110 performing a rolling motion makes a com-
plete circular motion, the lubricant may circulate toward
the pin support bearings 116 where lubrication is neces-
sary while a dry operation may be performed in a portion
where lubrication is not needed, thereby leading an ef-
fective lubrication.

[0049] In the present embodiment, the lubricant sup-
plying unit 200 further includes a plurality of balls 240
having a relatively larger size than the lubricant ejection
hole 220 and arranged at both end portions of each of
the pins 110.

[0050] The balls 240 may be manufactured of a steel
ball and may reduce a frictional area of each of the pins
110 and a blocking phenomenon of the pin support bear-
ings 116 at both end portions of each of the pins 110
when the balls 240 fall due to the self-weight of each of
the pins 110. For reference, in a related art, it has been
problematic that a deterioration phenomenon occurs dur-
ing a long time use or a high speed operation or an
amount of a lubricant decreases due to efflorescence of
the lubricant. In the present embodiment, since the balls
240 are further provided, heat generation is reduced and
efficiency is improved.

[0051] In the configuration as above, when a motor
(not shown) is connected to the pin gear 100 to perform
a rotational motion, the tooth gear 300 engaged with the
pin gear 100 performs a linear motion. When the pin gear
100 performs a rotational motion, the lubricant concen-
trates on the radially outer side of the lubricant supplying
portion 230, that is, the end portion of the radial structure
inwhich the cross-section thereof is gradually decreased,
due to a centrifugal force. As such, the lubricant may be
supplied to the pins 110 and the pin support bearings
116 by a pressure generated as the flow of the lubricant
is accelerated.

[0052] The lubricant supplied to the lubricant storage
210ineach ofthe pins 110 s ejected through the lubricant
ejection hole 220 during the rolling motion of the pins 110
so0 as to assist lubrication of a rolling surface of each of
the pins 110.

[0053] Thus, according to the present embodiment,
the occurrence of problems such as adherence of exter-
nal dust and efflorescence of a lubricant due to regular
application of the lubricant is reduced, and in particular,
as opposed to the related art, a lubricant coating work is
made easy because the lubricant can be self-supplied to
the pins 110 provided on the pin gear 100.

[0054] FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a power trans-
mitting apparatus according a second embodiment of the
presentinvention. FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a power
transmitting apparatus according a third embodiment of
the present invention.
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[0055] In the second and third embodiments, like in
the first embodiment, the pin gear 100 is a pinion-type
driving gear and tooth gears 300a and 300b are rack-
type driven gears. However, in the second and third em-
bodiments, the tooth gears 300a and 300b have a curved
shape unlike the above-described embodiment.

[0056] In FIG. 3, the tooth gear 300a having a curved
shape is inscribed on the pin gear 100. In FIG. 4, the
tooth gear 300b having a curved shape is circumscribed
on the pin gear 100. In these cases, as the pin gear 100
to which a motor (not shown) is connected performs a
rotational motion, the tooth gears 300a and 300b en-
gaged with the pin gear 100 performs a linear motion,
thereby forming a power transmitting system.

[0057] Even in the structures of FIGS. 3 and 4, when
the lubricant supplying unit 200 of the first embodiment
is applied to the pin gear 100, the occurrence of problems
such as adherence of external dust and efflorescence of
a lubricant due to regular application of the lubricant is
reduced, and in particular, as opposed to the related art,
a lubricant coating work is made easy because the lubri-
cant can be self-supplied to the pins 110 provided on the
pin gear 100.

[0058] FIG. 5 is a perspective view of a power trans-
mitting apparatus according a fourth embodiment of the
presentinvention. FIG. 6 is a perspective view illustrating
a rear surface of the pin gear of FIG. 5. FIG. 7 is an
exploded perspective view of a pin area in the pin gear
of FIG. 5. FIG. 8 is a cross-sectional view showing a
coupling state of FIG. 7.

[0059] Referring to FIGS. 5-8, the power transmitting
apparatus according to the present embodimentincludes
a pin gear 400 having a plurality of pins 410 capable of
performing a rolling motion, a tooth gear 600 having a
plurality of teeth 610 and engaged with the pin gear 400
to be capable of relatively moving, and a lubricant sup-
plying unit 500 provided in the pin gear 400 to supply a
lubricant to the pins 410.

[0060] In the present embodiment, the pin gear 400 is
arack-type driven gear and the tooth gear 600 is a pinion-
type driving gear. That is, as a central non-circular boss
groove 620 of the tooth gear 600, to which a motor (not
shown) is connected, performs a rotational motion, the
pin gear 400 engaged with the tooth gear 600 performs
alinear motion, thereby forming a power transmitting sys-
tem. However, the right scope of the present invention
is notlimited thereto and areverse case may be available.
[0061] In the present embodiment, since the pin gear
400 is a rack-type driven gear, consideration of another
aspect different from the above-described first embodi-
ment is needed. Although the same structure as that of
the first embodiment may be applied to the present em-
bodiment, since the number of the pins 410 is large, if
bearings are applied to all of the pins 410, manufacturing
costs are increased. Thus, the following structure is ap-
plied to the present embodiment.

[0062] In the present embodiment, the pin gear 400
includes a gear main body 420 to which the pins 410 are
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linearly coupled at an equal interval, and a bushing 430
coupled to the outside of each of the pins 410. The gear
main body 420 has arectangular block structure. An elon-
gated through hole 421 is formed in a lower portion of
the gear main body 420. The bushing 430 is coupled to
the outside of each of the pins 410 and is a portion that
is actually and interactively engaged with the teeth 610
of the tooth gear 600.

[0063] As such, since in the present embodiment the
driven gear has a lower rotational speed than the driving
gear and the rotation frequency of each bushing 430 is
remarkably low, an engaged rotational motion means is
replaced by the bushing structure instead of the pin sup-
port bearings 116 (see FIG. 2) of the first embodiment.
That is, the pins 410 form a support structure and the
bushing 430 capable of rotating in a circumferential di-
rection is installed around each of the pins 410.

[0064] Yet, if such a structure is in use, starting friction
of the pin gear 400 may be increased when the engage-
ment of the pin gear 400 and the tooth gear 600 begins.
Accordingly, the lubricant supplying unit 500 is provided
to facilitate a smooth rotation of the bushing 430 so that
the starting friction may be reduced.

[0065] The lubricant supplying unit 500, as illustrated
in FIGS. 7 and 8, includes a lubricant storage 510 pro-
vided in each of the pins 410 and storing a lubricant, a
lubricant ejection hole 520 formed in an outer surface of
each of the pins 510 to eject the lubricant in the lubricant
storage 510 to the outside between each of the pins 410
and the bushing 430, and a cap 540 detachably coupled
to an opening portion at one side of the lubricant storage
510.

[0066] As described above, the lubricant storage 510
refers to an inner space of each of the pins 410 for storing
the lubricant. Accordingly, the lubricant storage 510 may
be the inner space of each of the pins 410 or have a
separate pouch shape separately provided in the inner
space of each of the pins 410 to store the lubricant.
[0067] The lubricant ejection hole 520 ejects the lubri-
cant from the lubricant storage 510 to the outside be-
tween each of the pins 410 and the bushing 430.
[0068] Toimprove efficiencyin ejection of the lubricant,
the lubricant supplying unit 500 according to the present
embodiment further includes a lubricant groove 530 that
is radially and inwardly formed in an area where the lu-
bricant ejection hole 520 is formed along a circumferen-
tial direction of each of the pins 410. In the present em-
bodiment, the lubricant groove 530 is formed in the form
of two lines. The lubricant ejected through the lubricant
ejection hole 520 flows along the lubricant groove 530
and thus supplied between each of the pins 410 and the
bushing 430, thereby improving an efficiency of lubrica-
tion.

[0069] As in the present embodiment, when the lubri-
cant is supplied between each of the pins 410 and the
bushing 430 by the lubricant supplying unit 500 after the
bushing 430 is coupled to the outside of each of the pins
410, the problem occurring in an existing case of a rack
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and pinion, that is, as the lubricant is directly exposed to
a surface, external dust or foreign materials fall on the
surface so as to adhere on the power transmitting appa-
ratus such as a surface of a tooth due to the viscosity of
the lubricant, may be solved. According to the present
embodiment, the lubricant is not directly exposed to the
outside and exists only between each of the pins 410 and
the bushing 430 so that the bushing 430 regularly rotates
while functioning as a natural dust-proof layer.

[0070] In the present embodiment, however, although
not pressure-ejected as in the first embodiment, the lu-
bricant may be naturally coated between each of the pins
410 and the bushing 430 during the rolling motion of the
pins 410, thereby sufficiently contributing to the lubrica-
tion. For reference, the cap 540 coupled to one side of
each of the pins 410 is a portion sealed after the lubricant
is filled and functions as a pull tab for removing the pins
410 when the pin gear 400 is partially damaged or for
maintenance and repair.

[0071] In particular, the structure of the present em-
bodiment may be applied to that of the first embodiment.
When the present structure is applied to the first embod-
iment, cost reduction is achieved and dust absorption,
stack reduction, and weigh reduction may be possible.
[0072] FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a power trans-
mitting apparatus according a fifth embodiment of the
present invention. FIG. 10 is an exploded perspective
view of the power transmitting apparatus of FIG. 9.
[0073] The power transmitting apparatus according to
the present embodiment may include a plurality of pin
gears 100, each having a plurality of pins 110 capable
of performing a rolling motion, a first tooth gear 700 ar-
ranged outside the pin gears 100 and on which the pins
110 of the pin gears 100 are inscribed, and a second
tooth gear 800 arranged inside the first tooth gear 700
and on which the pins 110 of the pin gears 100 are cir-
cumscribed. In this structure, a lubricant supplying unit
(not shown) for supplying a lubricant to the pins 110 is
provided on each of the pin gears 100.

[0074] Any of the lubricant supplying unit 200 of the
first embodiment and the lubricant supplying unit 500 of
the fourth embodiment may be used as the lubricant sup-
plying unit of the present embodiment.

[0075] In this embodiment, a planetary gear structure
that is generally used is combined with the first embod-
iment, thereby embodying a lubrication-free planetary
gear.

[0076] Inthe application of the structure of the first em-
bodiment to a planetary gear or a coupled planetary gear
group, an arrangement order of the pin gears 100 and
the firstand second tooth gears 700 and 800 is important.
This is because, when the pin gears 100 are circum-
scribed on the second tooth gear 800, the shape of a
tooth of the second tooth gear 800 is an epicycloid or an
epitrochoid. When the pin gears 100 are inscribed on the
first tooth gear 700, the shape of a tooth of the first tooth
gear 800 is a hypocycloid or a hypotrochoid. Accordingly,
even when the first and second tooth gears 700 and 800
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are engaged with the same pin gears 100, the shapes of
teeth of the first and second tooth gears 700 and 800
need to be completely changed. This is a big difference
between a cycloid tooth shape and an involute tooth
shape. That is, it is a characteristic of a cycloid-based
tooth shape that the tooth shape varies according to the
diameter of a gear even if a module and a tooth shape
are identical to each other.

[0077] In this embodiment, a gear arrangement ac-
cording to the application of a planetary gear in consid-
eration of the cycloid tooth shape characteristic is shown
below.

[0078] For a simple planetary gear, an epicycloid or
epitrochoid tooth shape is applied to an input axis (sun
gear), a pin gear is used as a planetary gear, and a hy-
pocycloid or a hypotrochoid tooth shape is applied to an
internal gear. That may be included in a planetary gear
power transmitting apparatus by means of completely
different tooth shapes, that is, a pin gear. Yet, the other
arrangements may be very difficult to be actually embod-
ied due to the increased number of parts, increased as-
sembly difficulty, etc.

[0079] In contrast, a coupled planetary gear may be
arranged in the following four ways.

[0080] In the first arrangement, a pin gear is used as
aninputaxis (sun gear), an epicycloid or epitrochoid tooth
shape is applied to a first step planetary gear, a pin gear
is used as a second step planetary gear that is fixed to
the first step planetary gear, and a hypocycloid or a hy-
potrochoid tooth shape is applied to a second step inter-
nal gear.

[0081] Inthe second arrangement, an epicycloid or ep-
itrochoid tooth shape is applied to an input axis (sun
gear), a pin gear is used as a first step planetary gear, a
pin gear is used as a second step planetary gear that is
fixed to the first step planetary gear, and a hypocycloid
or a hypotrochoid tooth shape is applied to a second step
internal gear.

[0082] The above-described two arrangements may
be considered when the planetary gear is not relatively
large. That is, the two arrangements may be taken into
consideration when processing of a tooth of an internal
gear is not difficult in view of a process or costs.

[0083] However, when an internal gear is configured
of a pin gear because the internal gear is large, the fol-
lowing third arrangement may be taken into considera-
tion.

[0084] In the third arrangement, a pin gear is used as
aninputaxis (sun gear), an epicycloid or epitrochoid tooth
shape is applied to a first step planetary gear, a hypocy-
cloid or a hypotrochoid tooth shape is applied to a second
step planetary gear that is fixed to the first step planetary
gear, and a pin gear is used as a second step internal
gear.

[0085] In the fourth arrangement, an epicycloid or ep-
itrochoid tooth shape is applied to an input axis (sun
gear), a pin gear is used as a first step planetary gear, a
hypocycloid or a hypotrochoid tooth shape is applied to
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a second step planetary gear that is fixed to the first step
planetary gear, and a pin gear is used as a second step
internal gear.

[0086] In the embodiment of the above four arrange-
ments of a coupled planetary gear, when the diameter
of aninput axis (sun gear) decreases because arelatively
high deceleration ratio is needed, a spatial limit of the
sun gear may be reduced. However, when a high speed
rotation is needed, a tooth gear may be preferably ar-
ranged as an input gear.

[0087] As described above, according to the present
invention, the occurrence of problems such as adherence
of external dust and efflorescence of a lubricant due to
regular application of the lubricant is reduced, and in par-
ticular, as opposed to the related art, a lubricant coating
work is made easy because the lubricant can be self-
supplied to a plurality of pins provided on a pin gear.
[0088] According to the presentinvention, by regularly
applying a lubricant, the occurrence of problems such as
the adherence of external dust and the efflorescence of
the lubricant can be reduced, and in particular, because
lubricant can be self-supplied to the plurality of pins pro-
vided on the pin gear, as opposed to the prior art, the
task of applying a lubricant can be easily performed.

[INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY]

[0089] The presentinvention may be used for a variety
of fields, for example, vehicles, ships, mechanical ma-
chining, general machining, etc., where a power trans-
mitting system for converting a rotational motion to a lin-
ear motion or a linear motor to a rotational motion is need-
ed.

Claims
1. A power transmitting apparatus, comprising:

a pin gear provided with a plurality of pins capa-
ble of performing a rolling motion;

atooth gear provided with a plurality of teeth and
engagingly coupled to the pin gear so as to be
relatively movable; and

a lubricant supplying unit provided on the pin
gear to supply a lubricant to the plurality of pins.

2. Thepowertransmitting apparatus of claim 1, wherein
the pin gear is a pinion-type driving gear and the
tooth gear is a rack-type driven gear.

3. Thepowertransmitting apparatus of claim 2, wherein
the pin gear comprises:

first and second circular plates arranged sepa-
rated from and parallel to each other, with the
plurality of pins provided therebetween at the
same interval in a circumferential direction;
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10.

1.

first and second circular caps respectively cou-
pled to exposed surfaces of the first and second
circular plates; and
a plurality of coupling members coupling the first
and second circular caps and the first and sec-
ond circular plates.

The power transmitting apparatus of claim 3, wherein
the pin gear further comprises a plurality of pin sup-
port bearings coupled to the first and second circular
plates and supporting both end portions of each of
the plurality of pins so as to be capable of performing
a rolling motion.

The power transmitting apparatus of claim 4, wherein
the lubricant supplying unit comprises:

a lubricant storage provided in each of the plu-
rality of pins and storing a lubricant;

a lubricant ejection hole formed in a lateral sur-
face of each of the plurality of pins to communi-
cate with the lubricant storage and ejecting the
lubricant in the lubricant storage to the outside
of each of the plurality of pins; and

a lubricant supplying portion provided in any one
of the first and second circular caps and supply-
ing the lubricant to the lubricant storage of each
of the plurality of pins.

The power transmitting apparatus of claim 5, wherein
the lubricant supplying portion is formed in a concave
form in an inner surface of the any one circular cap
and has a radial structure in which a cross section
thereof is gradually decreased toward the outside in
a radial direction.

The power transmitting apparatus of claim 5, wherein
the lubricant ejection holeis provided at two positions
symmetrically in one of the plurality of pins in a
lengthwise direction.

The power transmitting apparatus of claim 5, wherein
the lubricant supplying unit further comprises a plu-
rality of balls having a size relatively larger than the
lubricant ejection hole and arranged at both end por-
tions of each of the plurality of pins to reduce a fric-
tional area of the pin.

The power transmitting apparatus of claim 2, wherein
the tooth gear has a curved shape and the pin gear
is partially inscribed or circumscribed on the tooth
gear.

The power transmitting apparatus of claim 1, wherein
the pin gear is a rack-type driven gear and the tooth

gear is a pinion-type driving gear.

The power transmitting apparatus of claim 10,
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wherein the pin gear comprises:

a gear main body to which the plurality of pins

are linearly coupled at an equal interval; and

a bushing coupled to the outside of each of the &
plurality of pins.

12. The power transmitting apparatus of claim 11,
wherein the lubricant supplying unit comprises:
10

a lubricant storage provided in the plurality of
pins and storing a lubricant; and
at least one lubricant ejection hole formed in an
outer surface of each of the plurality of pins to
communicate with the lubricant storage and 15
ejecting the lubricant in the lubricant storage to
the outside between the plurality of pins and the
bushing.

13. The power transmitting apparatus of claim 12, 20
wherein the lubricant supplying unit further compris-
es a lubricant groove radially and inwardly formed in
an area where the lubricant ejection hole is formed
along a circumferential direction of each of the plu-
rality of pins. 25

14. The power transmitting apparatus of claim 12,
wherein the lubricant supplying unit further compris-
es a cap detachably coupled to an opening portion
at one side of the lubricant storage. 30

15. A power transmitting apparatus, comprising:

a plurality of pin gears, each pin gear comprising

a plurality of pins capable of performing arolling 35
motion;

a first tooth gear arranged outside the plurality

of pin gears and on which the pins of the pin
gears are inscribed;

a second tooth gear arranged inside the first 40
tooth gear and on which the pins of the pin gears

are circumscribed; and

a lubricant supplying unit provided on the plu-
rality of pin gears to supply a lubricant to the
plurality of pins. 45
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