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(54) Plant holder

(57) A plant holder (1) configured to be placed on a
balustrade, said plant holder comprises a ground box (3)
configured to in use hold ground in which a plant is placed,
a balustrade receiving recess (6) configured to in use

engage the balustrade such that the plant holder is sup-
ported by the balustrade, and a tray (7) configured to in
use hold a consumer good, such as food or beverage.
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a plant holder config-
ured to be placed on a balustrade. The plant holder com-
prises a ground box configured to in use hold ground in
which a plant is placed and a balustrade receiving recess
configured to in use engage the balustrade such that the
plant holder is supported by the balustrade.
[0002] Such a plant holder is known from EP1198984.
EP1198984 relates to a multifunctional flower box. The
flower box is "multifunctional" because the flower box
provides a structure designed for being hung in various
ways.
[0003] The plant holder according the invention is con-
figured to be placed on a balustrade and comprises a
ground box configured to in use hold ground in which a
plant is placed, a balustrade receiving recess configured
to in use engage the balustrade such that the plant holder
is supported by the balustrade, and a tray configured to
in use hold a consumer good, such as food or beverage.
[0004] The plant holder according the invention allows
the user to place a consumer good, such as food or bev-
erage, on the tray while standing or sitting near the plant
holder supported by the balustrade. This means that
when for example standing or sitting on a balcony, the
user can on nice summer morning place a cup of coffee
on the tray while enjoying the view of a beautiful plant
held by the ground box.
[0005] It is noted that the flower box disclosed in
EP1198984 comprises a tray portion. Said tray portion
is an element which covers several components located
between the underside of the flower box and the tray
portion. It will be clear that a user will not be able to place
a consumer good on the tray portion of EP1198984.
[0006] EP1198984 also discloses a configuration of
two interconnected flower boxes. It will be clear that the
tray of the plant holder according the invention is com-
pletely different from the flower box of EP1198984. One
places ground in the flower box of EP1198984. The user
can place a consumer good on the tray of the plant holder
according to the invention. Placing a item in the flower
box of EP1198984 requires a totally different movement
of the user standing and even more when sitting on a
balcony than placing an item on the tray of the plant holder
according the invention. Furthermore, the user will not
place a consumer good, such as food and beverage in
the flower box of EP1198984, because a flower box is
not considered as being hygienic.
[0007] In an embodiment of the plant holder according
to the invention, the tray comprises a support surface for
supporting the consumer good and is configured such
that in use the consumer good can be moved towards
the support surface in a direction having an angle α being
smaller than or around 20° relative to the support surface.
This allows the user standing or sitting near the balus-
trade to conveniently place a consumer good, such as a
cup of coffee, on the tray. The angle α may be smaller
than or around 10°.

[0008] In an embodiment of the plant holder according
to the invention, the support surface of the tray is config-
ured to extend substantially horizontal when the plant
holder is supported by the balustrade.
[0009] In an embodiment of the plant holder according
to the invention, the ground box, the recess and the tray
are formed by a single molded holder body.
[0010] The plant holder according the invention will be
discussed in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings, wherein

Figure 1, schematically shows a perspective view of
an embodiment of the plant holder according to the
invention.
Figure 2, schematically shows a side view of the plant
holder of figure 1,
Figure 3, schematically shows a perspective view of
the plant holder of figure 1,
Figure 4, schematically shows a side view of the plant
holder of figure 1,
Figure 5, schematically shows a top view of the plant
holder of figure 1,
Figure 6, schematically shows a front view of the
plant holder of figure 1,
Figure 7, schematically shows a perspective view of
the plant holder of figure 1,
Figure 8, schematically shows a bottom view of the
plant holder of figure 1,
Figure 9, schematically shows an exploded view of
the plant holder of figure 1.

[0011] The figures 1 and 2 show an embodiment of the
plant holder 1 according to the invention being placed on
a balustrade 2. The plant holder 1 comprises a ground
box 3 configured to in use hold ground 4 in which a plant
5 is placed. The plant holder 1 comprises a balustrade
receiving recess 6 configured to in use engage the bal-
ustrade 2 such that the plant holder 1 is supported by the
balustrade 2. The plant holder 1 further comprises a tray
7 to in use hold a consumer good 8, such as food 9 and/or
beverage 14.
[0012] The tray 7 comprises a support surface 13 for
supporting a consumer good 8 and is configured so that
in use a consumer good 8 can be moved towards and
on the support surface 13 in the direction A having an
angle α being smaller than or around 20° relative to the
support surface 13. The angle α may be smaller than or
around 10°.
[0013] The support surface 13 is configured to extend
substantially horizontal when the plant holder 1 is sup-
ported by the balustrade 2. The recess 6 is formed by a
first recess wall 15, a second recess wall 16 located at
a distance from the first recess wall 15 and a top wall 23
interconnecting the first recess wall 15 and the second
recess wall 16.
[0014] The indicated direction D1 extends perpendic-
ular to the second recess wall 16. The direction D2 ex-
tends perpendicular to the support surface 13. The line
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L2 extends through the support surface 13.
[0015] The plant holder 1 comprises a positioning sys-
tem 19 for positioning the plant holder 1 when supported
by the balustrade 2 such that the support surface 13 of
the tray 7 is located in a substantially horizontal position.
[0016] The ground box 3, the recess 6 and the tray 7
are formed by a single molded holder body 10.
[0017] The figures 3-7 show the plant holder 1 of the
figures 1 and 2. The tray 7 is connected to the second
recess wall 16. The tray 7 extends over a distance T1
from the second recess wall 16 in the direction D1. The
width of the tray 17 is indicated by T2. The tray 7 com-
prises a tray circumference 18. The tray 7 comprises a
rim 17 extending along the tray circumferences 18. The
rim 17 extends upwardly for the support surface 13 when
the plant holder 1 is supported by the balustrade 2.
[0018] A first part 29 of the tray circumference 18 is
connected to the second recess wall 16. The rim 17 ex-
tends along a second part 30 of the tray circumference
18 which is not connected to the second recess wall 16.
A part of the rim 17 extends over a distance R in the
direction D2. The ratio R: T1 is smaller than or around 1:
3. The ratio R: T1 may be smaller than or around 1:6.
The distance R is smaller than or around 5 cm. The part
of the rim 17 located at a distance of at least 0,5x T1 from
the second recess wall 16 in the direction D1 extends
over the distance R in the direction D2.
[0019] The rim 17 comprises a top 20. The distance R
in the direction D2 is measured from the top 20 to the
support surface 13. For at least part of the rim 17, the
angle β of a line L1 extending between the top 20 and a
part of the tray circumference 18 connected to the second
recess wall 16 is smaller than or around 20°. The angle
β may be smaller than or around 10°.
[0020] The ground box 3 is located at a first side 11 of
the recess and the tray 7 is located at an opposite second
side 12 of the recess 6.
[0021] The parts of the rim 17 located adjacent to the
second recess wall 16 are connect to the second recess
wall 16. The first recess wall has a height H1 and the
second recess wall 16 has a height H2. The heights H1
and H2 are substantially equal. The parts of the rim 17
located adjacent to the second recess wall 16 are con-
nected to the second recess wall 16 along the full height
H2. The parts of the rim 17 located adjacent to the second
recess wall 16 extend upwardly from the support surface
13 and along the full height H2 of the second recess wall
16.
[0022] The positioning system 19 comprises position-
ing members 21, 22 configured to in use abut against the
balustrade 2 and being adjustable to position the plant
holder 3. The positioning members 21, 22 are located in
the recess 6. The positioning system 19 comprises a first
positioning member 21 and a second positioning member
22. The first positioning member 21 is located at the first
recess wall 15 and the second positioning member 22 is
located at the second recess wall 16.
[0023] The first positioning member 21 comprises a

first surface 26 configured to in use abut against the bal-
ustrade 2. The second positioning member 22 comprises
a second surface 27 configured to in use abut against
the balustrade 2. The distance P1 between the first sur-
face 26 and the first recess wall 15 and the distance P2
between the second surface 27 and the second recess
wall 16 are adjustable. The first positioning member 21
is adjustable in a direction traverse, preferable substan-
tially perpendicular, to the first recess wall 15 and the
second positioning member 22 is adjustable in a direction
traverse, preferably substantially perpendicular, to the
second recess wall 16.
[0024] The first positioning member 21 extends sub-
stantially perpendicular from the first recess wall15, and
the second positioning member 22 extends substantially
perpendicular from the second recess wall 16.
[0025] The first positioning member 21 and the second
positioning member 22 have a U-like form.
[0026] The second recess wall 16 has a width W. The
second surface 27 of the second positioning member 22
extends along around 90% of the width W of the second
recess wall 16. The second surface 27 of the second
positioning member 22 may extend along around 80%
or more of the width W of the second recess wall 16. The
second surface 27 of the second positioning member 22
may extend along substantially the full width W of the
second recess wall 16. This provides stability to the plant
holder 1 when positioned on a balustrade.
[0027] The top wall 23 is configured to be in contact
with the balustrade 2 when the plant holder 1 is supported
by the balustrade 2.
[0028] The plant holder 1 comprises a box like member
24 configured to hold a consumer good 8 such as food
9 and/or beverage 14 and a connecting member 25. The
box like member 24 is configured to be releasably con-
nectable to the connecting member 25. The box like
member 24 comprises a connector 32 to engage the con-
necting member 25. The box like member 24 comprises
a box support surface 31 for supporting a consumer good
8.
[0029] The connecting member 25 is located on the
top wall 23. The connecting member 25 may be located
on the second recess wall 16.
[0030] In addition to or in stead of the box like member
24, the plant holder 1 may comprise a further tray con-
figured to hold a consumer good, such as food 9 and/or
beverage 14, and to be releasably connectable to the
connecting member 25.
[0031] The invention may be defined by any of the fol-
lowing clauses.

1. Plant holder (1) configured to be placed on a bal-
ustrade, said plant holder comprises

- a ground box (3) configured to in use hold ground
in which a plant is placed,

- a balustrade receiving recess (6) configured to
in use engage the balustrade such that the plant
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holder is supported by the balustrade, and
- a tray (7) configured to in use hold a consumer

good, such as food or beverage.

2. Plant holder according to clause 1, wherein the
tray

- comprises a support surface (13) for supporting
the consumer good and

- is configured such that in use the consumer
good can be moved towards the support surface
in a direction having an angle α being smaller
than or around 20° relative to the support sur-
face.

3. Plant holder according to clause 2, wherein the
tray comprises a support surface which is configured
to extend substantially horizontal when the plant
holder is supported by the balustrade.

4. Plant holder according to any of the preceding
clauses, wherein

- the recess is formed by a first recess wall (15)
and a second recess wall (16) located at a dis-
tance from the first recess wall.

5. Plant holder according to clause 4, wherein

- the tray is connected to the second recess wall
- the tray extends over a distance T1 from the

second recess wall in a direction D1 perpendic-
ular to the second recess wall.

6. Plant holder according to any of the preceding
clauses, wherein the tray comprises a tray circum-
ference (18).

7. Plant holder according to clause 6, wherein the
tray comprises a rim (17) extending along the tray
circumference, which rim extends upwardly from the
support surface when the plant holder is supported
by the balustrade.

8. Plant holder according to clause 7, wherein a part
of the tray circumference is connected to the second
recess wall, and the rim extends along an other part
of the tray circumference which is not connected to
second recess wall.

9. Plant holder according to any of the clauses 7-8,
wherein at least part of the rim extends over a dis-
tance R in a direction D2 perpendicular to the support
surface, and the ratio R : T1 is smaller than or around
1:3.

10. Plant holder according to any of the clauses 7-9,
wherein at least part of the rim extends over a dis-

tance R in a direction D2 perpendicular to the support
surface, and the distance R is smaller than or around
5 cm.

11. Plant holder according to any of the clauses 7-10,
wherein the part of the rim located at a distance of
at least 0,5 x T1 from the second recess wall in the
direction D1 extends over a distance R in a direction
D2 perpendicular to the support surface.

12. Plant holder according to any of the clauses 7-11,
wherein the rim comprises a top (20) and for at least
part of the rim the angle β of a line extending between
the top and the part of the tray circumference con-
nected to the second recess wall is smaller than or
around 20°.

13. Plant holder according to any of the preceding
clauses, wherein the ground box is located at one
side of the recess and the tray is located at the op-
posite side of the recess.

14. Plant holder according to any of the preceding
clauses, wherein the ground box, the recess and the
tray are formed by a single molded holder body (10).

15. Plant holder according to any of the clauses 7-14,
wherein the parts of the rim located adjacent to the
second recess wall are connected to the second re-
cess wall.

16. Plant holder according to any of the clauses 7-15,
wherein the second recess wall has a height H2, and
the parts of the rim located adjacent to the second
recess wall are connected to the second recess wall
along substantially the full height H2.

17. Plant holder according to any of the preceding
clauses, wherein the plant holder comprises a posi-
tioning system for positioning the plant holder when
supported by the balustrade (such that the support
surface of the tray is located in a substantially hori-
zontal position).

18. Plant holder according to clause 17, wherein the
positioning system comprises positioning members
configured to in use abut against the balustrade and
being adjustable to position the plant holder.

19. Plant holder according to any of the clauses
17-18, wherein the positioning members are located
in the recess.

20. Plant holder according to any of the clauses
17-19, wherein the positioning system comprises a
first positioning member and a second positioning
member.
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21. Plant holder according to clause 20, wherein the
first positioning member is located at the first recess
wall and the second positioning member at located
in the second recess wall.

22. Plant holder according to any of the clauses
20-21, wherein the first positioning member extends
substantially perpendicular from the first recess wall,
and the second positioning member extends sub-
stantially perpendicular from the second recess wall.

23. Plant holder according to any of the clauses
20-22, wherein the first positioning member compris-
es a first surface configured to in use abut against
the balustrade and the second positioning member
comprises a second surface configured to in use
abut against the balustrade.

24. Plant holder according to clause 23, wherein the
distance P1 between the first surface and the first
recess wall and the distance P2 between the second
surface and the second recess wall are adjustable.

25. Plant holder according to clause 24, wherein the
first positioning member is adjustable in a direction
traverse, preferable substantially perpendicular, to
the first recess wall and the second positioning mem-
ber is adjustable in a direction traverse, preferably
substantially perpendicular, to the second recess
wall 16.

26. Plant holder according to any of the clauses
20-25, wherein the first positioning member and the
second positioning member have a U-like form.

27. Plant holder according to any of the clauses
20-26, wherein the second recess wall has a width
W and the second surface of the second positioning
member extends around 80% or more of the width
W of the second recess wall.

28. Plant holder according to any of the clauses 4-27,
wherein the recess comprises a top wall intercon-
necting the first recess wall and the second recess
wall.

29. Plant holder according to clause 28, wherein the
top wall is configured to be in contact with the bal-
ustrade when the plant holder is supported by the
balustrade.

30. Plant holder according to any of the preceding
clauses, wherein the plant holder comprises a further
tray configured to hold a consumer good, such as
food or beverage, and a connecting member, where-
in the further tray is configured to be releasably con-
nectable to the connecting member.

31. Plant holder according to any of the preceding
clauses, wherein the plant holder comprises a box-
like member configured to hold a consumer good,
such as drinking cup, and a connecting member,
wherein the box-like member is configured to be re-
leasably connectable to the connecting member.

32. Plant holder according to the clauses 30 or 31,
wherein the connecting member is connected to the
second recess wall.

33. Plant holder according to the clauses 30 or 31,
wherein the connecting member is connected to the
top wall.

34. Use of a plant holder according to any of preced-
ing clauses.

[0032] It will be clear that many modifications of the
shown embodiment of the plant holder according to the
invention are possible without departing from the scope
of protection as defined in the claims.

Claims

1. Plant holder (1) configured to be placed on a balus-
trade, said plant holder comprises

- a ground box (3) configured to in use hold
ground in which a plant is placed,
- a balustrade receiving recess (6) configured to
in use engage the balustrade such that the plant
holder is supported by the balustrade, and
- a tray (7) configured to in use hold a consumer
good, such as food or beverage.

2. Plant holder according to claim 1, wherein the tray

- comprises a support surface (13) for supporting
the consumer good and
- is configured such that in use the consumer
good can be moved towards the support surface
in a direction having an angle α being smaller
than or around 20° relative to the support sur-
face.

3. Plant holder according to claim 2, wherein the tray
comprises a support surface which is configured to
extend substantially horizontal when the plant holder
is supported by the balustrade.

4. Plant holder according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein

- the recess is formed by a first recess wall (15)
and a second recess wall (16) located at a dis-
tance from the first recess wall.
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5. Plant holder according to claim 4, wherein

- the tray is connected to the second recess wall
- the tray extends over a distance T1 from the
second recess wall in a direction D1 perpendic-
ular to the second recess wall.

6. Plant holder according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein the tray comprises a tray circumfer-
ence (18).

7. Plant holder according to claim 6, wherein the tray
comprises a rim (17) extending along the tray cir-
cumference, which rim extends upwardly from the
support surface when the plant holder is supported
by the balustrade.

8. Plant holder according to claim 7, wherein a part of
the tray circumference is connected to the second
recess wall, and the rim extends along an other part
of the tray circumference which is not connected to
second recess wall.

9. Plant holder according to any of the claims 7-8,
wherein at least part of the rim extends over a dis-
tance R in a direction D2 perpendicular to the support
surface, and the ratio R : T1 is smaller than or around
1:3.

10. Plant holder according to any of the claims 7-9,
wherein at least part of the rim extends over a dis-
tance R in a direction D2 perpendicular to the support
surface, and the distance R is smaller than or around
5 cm.

11. Plant holder according to any of the claims 7-10,
wherein the part of the rim located at a distance of
at least 0,5 x T1 from the second recess wall in the
direction D1 extends over a distance R in a direction
D2 perpendicular to the support surface.

12. Plant holder according to any of the claims 7-11,
wherein the rim comprises a top (20) and for at least
part of the rim the angle β of a line extending between
the top and the part of the tray circumference con-
nected to the second recess wall is smaller than or
around 20°.

13. Plant holder according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein the ground box is located at one side
of the recess and the tray is located at the opposite
side of the recess.

14. Plant holder according to any of the preceding
claims, wherein the ground box, the recess and the
tray are formed by a single molded holder body (10).

15. Plant holder according to any of the claims 7-14,

wherein the parts of the rim located adjacent to the
second recess wall are connected to the second re-
cess wall.
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