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(54) G-M REFRIGERATOR WITH PHASE ADJUSTING MECHANISM

(57) A G-M refrigerator comprises a compressor (1),
a gas inlet valve (2), an exhaust valve (3), a regenerator
(4), a cylinder (5), a piston (6), a hot cavity (7), a cold
cavity (8), a seal ring (9), a driving mechanism (10-12),
an annular gap (13), a heat exchanger (14), an orifice
valve (18) and a gas reservoir (19). By introducing a
phase modulation mechanism, such as the orifice valve

(18), the gas reservoir (19) and the like, the working way
of gas in the annular gap (13) is changed to be the same
with that of a pulse tube refrigerator with the phase mod-
ulation mechanism, expansion of the part of the gas is
fully utilized for doing work so as to generate the cold
effect, loss caused by gas leakage through the seal ring
(9) is further eliminated and the performances of the G-
M refrigerator are further improved.



EP 2 482 004 A1

2

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

Description

Technical Field

[0001] The invention relates to a cryogenic refrigera-
tor, particularly relates to a regenerative cryogenic refrig-
erator and specifically relates to a G-M refrigerator with
a phase modulation mechanism.

Background of the Invention

[0002] G-M refrigeration cycle was jointly invented by
Gifford and Mcmahon, and the principle of the G-M re-
frigeration cycle is to utilize deflation of heat insulation
gas for refrigeration. At present, a G-M refrigerator has
been widely applied in cryogenic pumps and cooling of
a variety of superconducting magnets. When in applica-
tion, a cold head of the refrigerator is generally used for
direct contact or a material with high heat conductivity is
used as a heat bridge for realizing the cooling effect.
[0003] At present, a gap exists between the cylinder
wall and the piston of the G-M refrigerator which is widely
used, pressure in the refrigerator changes periodically
and the gap can cause pump gas loss. Seal rings are
arranged at the hot ends of the piston and the cylinder
for sealing, while the cold ends of the piston and the cyl-
inder are open. When a cold cavity is positioned in low
pressure, the gas amount in the gap is minimal, when
the pressure rises, some cold gas enters into the gap,
heat is absorbed from the cylinder wall and the piston till
the highest pressure is achieved, when the pressure
drops down in the next cycle, the gas returns into the
cold cavity and then the absorbed heat is brought to the
cold cavity and loss of cold energy is caused.
[0004] In addition, the seal rings can move in the cyl-
inder along with the piston in a reciprocating manner, the
sealing between the seal ring and the cylinder, as well
as between the seal ring and the piston is non-tight, the
high-temperature gas in a hot cavity can be leaked to the
cold cavity through the seal rings and the low-tempera-
ture gas in the cold cavity can be leaked to the hot cavity
through the seal rings, which cause the loss of the cold
energy, namely the loss of gas leakage. Along with the
increase in operation time of the refrigerator, abrasion of
the seal rings will become serious gradually, the sealing
between the seal ring and the cylinder, as well as be-
tween the seal ring and the piston will become more and
more loose, the gas leakage amount through the seal
rings will be more and more and the generated loss of
the cold energy will also be more and more. In addition,
friction heat generated by sliding sealing of the seal rings
in the cylinder can also cause the loss of the cold energy.
[0005] The loss of the cold energy seriously affects the
performances of the refrigerator, thereby being difficult
to meet testing and application requirements of low-tem-
perature superconducting.

Summary of the Invention

[0006] The invention aims at providing a G-M refriger-
ator with a phase modulation mechanism by introducing
the phase modulation mechanism. The G-M refrigerator
with the phase modulation mechanism can solve the fol-
lowing technical problems: the working process of gas in
a gap between the piston and the cylinder of the G-M
refrigerator is changed, expansion of the part of the gas
is fully utilized for doing work, loss of gas leakage through
a seal ring is further prevented and the G-M refrigerator
can further obtain better performances.
[0007] The technical scheme of the invention is as fol-
lows:

A G-M refrigerator with a phase modulation mecha-
nism is characterized by comprising a compressor,
a gas inlet valve, an exhaust valve, a regenerator, a
cylinder, a piston, a hot cavity, a cold cavity, a driving
mechanism, an annular gap and a heat exchanger,
wherein the gas outlet end of the compressor is con-
nected with the gas inlet valve, the gas inlet end of
the compressor is connected with the exhaust valve,
the gas inlet valve, the exhaust valve and the regen-
erator are communicated and connected, the regen-
erator is communicated and connected with the cyl-
inder, and the heat exchanger is arranged between
the regenerator and the cylinder; the piston is ar-
ranged in the cylinder, the cold cavity is arranged
below the piston, the hot cavity is arranged above
the piston, the annular gap is arranged between the
piston and the inner wall of the cylinder, and the driv-
ing mechanism is connected on the piston; and the
annular gap is communicated with the phase mod-
ulation mechanism.

[0008] The annular gap can be divided into hot-end
gas, a gas piston and cold-end gas.
[0009] The phase modulation mechanism comprises
an orifice valve and a gas reservoir, and the annular gap
is communicated with the gas reservoir through the ori-
fice valve; and a seal ring is arranged between the piston
and the cylinder in the position above the annular gap.
[0010] The phase modulation mechanism is an orifice
gas reservoir structure communicated with the hot end
of the cylinder or a two-way gas inlet mechanism or a
four-valve mechanism or other phase modulation mech-
anisms which are more effective.
[0011] The phase modulation mechanism can be built-
in type and comprises a built-in orifice valve and the gas
reservoir, the built-in orifice valve is placed in the annular
gap at the hot end of the piston, and the hot cavity is used
as the gas reservoir of the phase modulation mechanism.
[0012] Both the gas inlet valve and the exhaust valve
are arranged at room temperature. Regenerative pack-
ing is arranged in the regenerator.
[0013] The driving mechanism connected on the pis-
ton is a crank and connecting rod driving mechanism and
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the driving mechanism comprises a piston rod, a con-
necting rod and a crank.
[0014] The invention has the following benefits:

By introducing the phase modulation mechanism,
the working process of the gas in the annular gap is
changed, the expansion of the part of the gas is fully
utilized for doing work, the loss of the gas leakage
through the seal ring is further prevented and the G-
M refrigerator can further obtain better performanc-
es.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0015]

Figure 1 is a schematic diagram of G-M refrigerator
with phase modulation mechanism of the invention.
Figure 2 is a working process diagram I of gas in
annular gap after introducing phase modulation
mechanism into G-M refrigerator.
Figure 3 is a working process diagram II of gas in
annular gap after introducing phase modulation
mechanism into G-M refrigerator.
Figure 4 is a working process diagram III of gas in
annular gap after introducing phase modulation
mechanism into G-M refrigerator.
Figure 5 is a system diagram of G-M refrigerator with
built-in phase modulation mechanism.
Figure 6 is a system diagram of second stage of two-
stage G-M refrigerator after introducing phase mod-
ulation mechanism.

Detailed Description of the Invention

[0016] In combination of the figures and the embodi-
ment, the invention is further described as follows.
[0017] As shown in Figure 1, a G-M refrigerator with a
phase modulation mechanism comprises a compressor
1, a gas inlet valve 2, an exhaust valve 3, a regenerator
4, a cylinder 5, a piston 6, a hot cavity 7, a cold cavity 8,
a driving mechanism, an annular gap 13 and a heat ex-
changer 14, wherein the gas outlet end of the compressor
1 is connected with the gas inlet valve 2, the gas inlet
end of the compressor 1 is connected with the exhaust
valve 3, the gas inlet valve 2, the exhaust valve 3 and
the regenerator 4 are communicated and connected, the
regenerator 4 is communicated and connected with the
cylinder 5, and the heat exchanger 14 is arranged be-
tween the regenerator 4 and the cylinder 5; the piston 6
is arranged in the cylinder 5, the cold cavity 8 is arranged
below the piston 6, the hot cavity 7 is arranged above
the piston 6, the annular gap 13 is arranged between the
piston 6 and the inner wall of the cylinder 5, and the driving
mechanism is connected on the piston 6; and the annular
gap 13 is communicated with the phase modulation
mechanism.
[0018] Gas in the annular gap 13 can be divided into

hot-end gas 20, a gas piston 21 and cold-end gas 22.The
hot-end gas is arranged above the gas piston 21 and the
cold-end gas is arranged below the gas piston 21.
[0019] The phase modulation mechanism comprises
an orifice valve 18 and a gas reservoir 19, and the annular
gap 13 is communicated with the gas reservoir 19 through
the orifice valve 18; and a seal ring 9 is arranged between
the piston 6 and the cylinder 5 in the position above the
annular gap 13, namely the annular gap 13 is closed by
the inner wall of the cylinder 5, the outer wall of the piston
6, the seal ring 9 and the like. The phase modulation
mechanism is used for regulating the phase relationship
of the working gas in the annular gap 13 so as to improve
the performances of the G-M refrigerator.
[0020] The phase modulation mechanism of the inven-
tion can also be a two-way gas inlet mechanism which
is communicated with the hot end of the cylinder 6 or a
four-way mechanism or other phase modulation mech-
anisms which are more effective.
[0021] The driving mechanism connected on the pis-
ton 6 is a crank and connecting rod driving mechanism
and the driving mechanism comprises a piston rod 10, a
connecting rod 11 and a crank 12.
[0022] Another implementation way of the invention,
namely a system diagram of a G-M refrigerator with a
built-in phase modulation mechanism, is as shown in Fig-
ure 5. The phase modulation mechanism comprises a
built-in orifice valve 23 and the gas reservoir, the built-in
orifice valve 23 is placed in the annular gap 13 at the hot
end of the piston 6, and the hot cavity 7 is used as the
gas reservoir of the phase modulation mechanism.
[0023] Both the gas inlet valve 2 and the exhaust valve
3 are arranged at room temperature. A machine is used
for controlling the gas inlet valve 2 and the exhaust valve
3 to open and close so as to control the gas flow passing
through the regenerator 4 and cylinder 5, as well as cyclic
pressure and volume.
[0024] Regenerative packing is arranged in the regen-
erator 4. Cold gas flow and hot gas flow alternately flow
through the regenerator 4 so as to realize the effects of
storing and recycling cold energy. The heat exchange
purpose between the hot gas flow and the hot gas flow
is achieved through the effect, and huge temperature dif-
ference between room temperature and the cold end of
the refrigerator is further set up.
[0025] The driving mechanism can enable the piston
6 to move up and down in a reciprocating manner in the
cylinder 5, which is as shown by a two-way arrow in Figure
1. The piston 6 is arranged in the cylinder 5; and the
piston 6 is driven by the crank and connecting rod mech-
anism to move up and down in the cylinder 5 in a recip-
rocating manner, which is as shown by a two-way arrow
in Figure 6, thereby causing the effective volume hot cav-
ity 7 and the cold cavity 8, which are arranged at the two
ends of the cylinder. The two are separated by the seal
ring 9, the piston 6 and the cylinder 5.
[0026] The hot cavity 7 is arranged at room tempera-
ture and the cold cavity 8 is arranged at low temperature.
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Therefore, the piston 6 and the cylinder 5 bear huge lon-
gitudinal temperature gradient and are made of materials
with poor heat conductivity. The cylinder 5 generally se-
lects stainless steel as the material, thereby having suf-
ficient strength and low heat conductivity; while the piston
6 generally selects bakelite as the material, thereby being
capable of reducing heat conduction loss, as the specific
gravity of the bakelite is smaller than that of the stainless
steel, the weight of the piston 6 is light, the reciprocating
inertial force can be reduced; furthermore, the hardness
of the bakelite is small, the inner wall of the cylinder 5
can not be scratched. The working process of the G-M
refrigerator is briefly described as follows: a control
mechanism can enable the piston 6 to be positioned at
the bottom of the cylinder 5 at the beginning, and the gas
inlet valve 2 is simultaneously opened. The high-pres-
sure gas from the compressor 1 enters into the regener-
ator 4 and the pressure of the regenerator 4 rises. After
the pressure is balanced, the piston moves upwards from
the bottom of the cylinder 5, and the high-pressure gas
which is cooled by the regenerator 4 simultaneously en-
ters into the cold cavity 8. When the piston 6 moves to
the top of the cylinder 5, the gas inlet valve is closed. The
exhaust valve is opened so as to communicate the gas
of the cold cavity 8 with the low-pressure end via the heat
exchanger 14 and the regenerator 4. At this time, the
high-pressure gas in the cold cavity is deflated to the low-
pressure side, then the cold energy is obtained and the
cold energy is transferred to outside via the heat ex-
changer 14. The gas is heated by the regenerator 4 and
then returns to the compressor. At the same time, the
piston 6 is returned to the bottom of the cylinder 5 and
the exhaust valve is closed. Therefore, the process is
repeated again and again, the whole system can work
continuously and the cold energy can be obtained con-
tinuously.
[0027] In a pulse tube refrigerator, an orifice gas res-
ervoir and other phase modulation structures can regu-
late the phase relationship between the mass flow and
the pressure waves of the working gas and further im-
prove the performances of the pulse tube refrigerator.
[0028] The phase modulation mechanism is intro-
duced into the G-M refrigerator in the invention, as shown
in Figure 2, Figure 3 and Figure 4, thereby regulating the
working process of the working gas in the annular gap
13. The gas in the annular gap 13 can be divided into
thee parts, namely the hot-end gas 20, the gas piston 21
and the cold-end gas 22. When the gas in the annular
gap 13 is compressed, the hot-end gas 20 is pressed
into the gas reservoir 19 through the gas piston 21, and
the position of the gas piston 21 at the end of compression
is as shown in Figure 2; in a similar way, during the ex-
pansion refrigeration stage, the cold-end gas 22 expands
in the cold cavity 8, and the piston of the gas piston 21
at the end of expansion is as shown in Figure 4; and
Figure 3 shows the balanced position of the gas piston
21 during the compression or the expansion process.
The working process of the annular gap 13 is the same

with that of the pulse tube refrigerator with the phase
modulation mechanism, the working gas in the annular
gap 13 is changed from the original situation of causing
the loss of the cold energy to the expansion for doing
work so as to generate the cold effect, and then the G-
M refrigerator can obtain better performances. In addi-
tion, the gas piston 21 also prevents the loss of the gas
leakage through the seal ring 9.
[0029] Figure 6 is a system diagram of the second
stage of a two-stage G-M refrigerator after introducing a
phase modulation mechanism.
[0030] A two-stage G-M refrigerator by introducing a
phase modulation mechanism into the second stage
comprises a compressor 1, a gas inlet valve 2, an exhaust
valve 3, a first-stage cylinder 24, a first-stage piston 25,
a first-stage seal ring 26, a first-stage cold cavity 27, a
second-stage cylinder 28, a second-stage piston 29 and
a second-stage cold cavity 30. The first-stage cold cavity
27 can be regarded as a second-stage hot cavity and a
second-stage gas reservoir.
[0031] The compressor 1 is used for providing high-
pressure gas refrigerant, such as high-pressure helium.
[0032] Both the gas inlet valve 2 and the exhaust valve
3 are arranged at room temperature, and a machine is
used for controlling the gas inlet valve 2 and the exhaust
valve 3 to open and close so as to control the gas flow
passing through the first-stage piston 25, the second-
stage piston 26, the first-stage cylinder 24 and the sec-
ond-stage cylinder 28, as well as cyclic pressure and
volume.
[0033] The first-stage cylinder 24 and the second-
stage cylinder 28 are made of stainless steel, and the
first-stage cylinder 24 and the second-stage cylinder 28
can form an integral structure.
[0034] The second-stage piston 29 comprises a top
cover 31, a bottom cover 32, a second-stage piston barrel
33, second-stage regenerative packing 34, hard silk
screens 35-36, a felt 37 and the like; the second-stage
piston 29 is in clearance fit with the wall of the second-
stage cylinder 28, and the clearance, which is
0.01-0.03mm, can not only ensure the free reciprocating
motion of the piston in the cylinder, but also prevent the
gas in the second-stage cold cavity 30 from entering into
the second-stage hot cavity 27; and the length of the
second-stage piston 29 is the same with that of the sec-
ond-stage cylinder 28.
[0035] A flow passage 38 for communicating the inte-
rior of the second-stage piston 29 with the second-stage
cold cavity 30 is communicated on the bottom cover 32,
the outer diameter of the bottom cover 32 is 0.05mm
smaller than the outer diameter of the second-stage pis-
ton 29, and then a clearance is formed between the top
cover 32 and the wall of the second-stage cylinder 28 so
as to enable the working gas to be capable of entering
into and getting out of the second-stage cold cavity 30
and the second-stage piston 29.
[0036] A channel 39 is arranged on the top cover 31
and the first-stage piston for communicating the first-
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stage cold cavity 27 with the interior of the second-stage
piston 29 and connected to the first-stage piston 25, and
can further move up and down in a reciprocating manner
along with the first-stage piston 25;
[0037] A spiral groove 40 is formed on the piston barrel
33, the spiral groove 40 starts from the bottom end of the
piston barrel 33 and extends to the position which is about
30mm away from the top end of the top cover 31, and a
straight groove 41 is formed from the tail end of the spiral
groove 40 to the top end of the top cover 31.
[0038] The second-stage regenerative packing 34,
such as a lead ball, is arranged in the second-stage piston
29, the bottom end is firmly sealed by the hard silk
screens 35-36 and the felt 37, and the top end is firmly
sealed by adopting the same way; and the second-stage
regenerative packing 34 can also adopt other types of
regenerative packing, such as magnetic regenerative
packing and the like, and the second-stage regenerative
packing 34 can also adopt multiple layers of different
types of the regenerative packing.
[0039] When in specific work, the straight groove 41
can be regarded as the orifice valve 18; the first-stage
cold cavity 27 can be regarded as the gas reservoir 19;
the volume surrounded by the second-stage piston barrel
33 and the wall of the second-stage cylinder 28 can be
regarded as a pulse tube 17; and then the phase modu-
lation mechanism is introduced into the second stage of
the two-stage G-M refrigerator, a second-stage seal ring
is simultaneously removed, the working process of the
annular gap 13 is changed to the working process of the
pulse tube refrigerator with the phase modulation mech-
anism, the expansion of the part of the gas is fully utilized
for generating the cold effect, the loss of the gas leakage
and friction loss through the seal ring can be further elim-
inated and the performances of the G-M refrigerator are
further improved.
[0040] The embodiment only simply introduces the
phase modulation way of the orifice gas reservoir struc-
ture, in order to obtain better performances, the sizes of
the orifice and the gas reservoir can be precisely calcu-
lated, or other more effective phase modulation ways,
such as two-way gas inlet, four-valve structure and the
like, can be further introduced.
[0041] The non-involved parts are the same with the
prior art or can be realized by adopting the prior art.

Claims

1. A G-M refrigerator with a phase modulation mecha-
nism, characterized by comprising a compressor
(1), a gas inlet valve (2), an exhaust valve (3), a re-
generator (4), a cylinder (5), a piston (6), a hot cavity
(7), a cold cavity (8), a driving mechanism, an annular
gap (13) and a heat exchanger (14), wherein the gas
outlet end of the compressor (1) is connected with
the gas inlet valve (2), the gas inlet end of the com-
pressor (1) is connected with the exhaust valve (3),

the gas inlet valve (2), the exhaust valve (3) and the
regenerator (4) are communicated and connected,
the regenerator (4) is communicated and connected
with the cylinder (5), and the heat exchanger (14) is
arranged between the regenerator (4) and the cylin-
der (5); the piston (6) is arranged in the cylinder (5),
the cold cavity (8) is arranged below the piston (6),
the hot cavity (7) is arranged above the piston (6),
the annular gap (13) is arranged between the piston
(6) and the inner wall of the cylinder (5), and the
driving mechanism is connected on the piston (6);
and the annular gap (13) is communicated with the
phase modulation mechanism.

2. The G-M refrigerator with the phase modulation
mechanism according to claim 1, characterized in
that the annular gap (13) can be divided into hot-
end gas (20), a gas piston (21) and cold-end gas (22).

3. The G-M refrigerator with the phase modulation
mechanism according to claim 1, characterized in
that the phase modulation mechanism comprises
an orifice valve (18) and a gas reservoir (19), and
the annular gap (13) is communicated with the gas
reservoir (19) through the orifice valve (18); and a
seal ring (9) is arranged between the piston (6) and
the cylinder (5) in the position above the annular gap
(13).

4. The G-M refrigerator with the phase modulation
mechanism according to claim 1, characterized in
that the phase modulation mechanism is an orifice
gas reservoir structure communicated with the hot
end of the cylinder (6) or a two-way gas inlet mech-
anism or a four-valve mechanism or other phase
modulation mechanisms which are more effective.

5. The G-M refrigerator with the phase modulation
mechanism according to claim 1, characterized in
that the phase modulation mechanism can be built-
in type and comprises a built-in orifice valve (23) and
the gas reservoir, the built-in orifice valve (23) is
placed in the annular gap (13) at the hot end of the
piston (6) and the hot cavity (7) is used as the gas
reservoir of the phase modulation mechanism.

6. The G-M refrigerator with the phase modulation
mechanism according to claim 1, characterized in
that both the gas inlet valve (2) and the exhaust valve
(3) are arranged at room temperature.
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