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(57) A device comprising a water reservoir, such as
the swimming pool or a pond, a waterfall object, as well
as a water system for supplying water to said water for
object, wherein the water being supplied to the waterfall
object can flow down into the water reservoir, character-

Fig.1 2

A device comprising a water reservoir such as a swimming pool or a pond

ised in that the waterfall object is at least substantially C-
shaped, wherein the upper end of the C-shape comprises
an outlet, and wherein the water being supplied to the
waterfall object can flow down into the water reservoir
via said outlet.
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Description

[0001] The presentinvention relates to a device com-
prising a water reservoir, such as the swimming pool or
a pond, a waterfall object, as well as a water system for
supplying water to said waterfall object, wherein the wa-
ter being supplied to the waterfall object can flow down
into the water reservoir. The invention also relates to a
water object as used in said device.

[0002] Such adevice is generally known. In particular
garden centres are experiencing an increasing public in-
terest in all kinds of garden ornaments and related arti-
cles. Said public interest in particular results from an in-
creasing need that people feel to embellish the surround-
ings of their houses, in particular the garden, with orna-
ments, such as fountains, waterfalls and the like. Espe-
cially the last few years there has been a increasing in-
terest in waterfall objects, from which water flows down
in a decorative manner.

[0003] The object of the invention is to provide a device
which meets the public’s increasing desire to arrange a
pond, for example, in a decorative way, using a waterfall
object.

[0004] In order to accomplish that object, a device of
the kind described in the introduction is according to the
invention characterised in that the waterfall object is at
least substantially C-shaped, wherein the upper end of
the C-shape comprises an outlet, and wherein the water
being supplied to the waterfall object can flow down into
the water reservoir via said outlet. More in particular, the
lower end of the C-shape comprises an inlet, via which
inlet water is supplied to the waterfall object. The water
is in that case preferably directed from the inlet, over the
entire C-shape, to the outlet.

[0005] Inapreferredembodimentof the device accord-
ing to the invention, the outlet extends across the entire
width of the C-shape.

[0006] In another preferred embodiment of the device
according to the invention, the C-shape comprises a light
source near the outlet, wherein light emitted by the light
source can illuminate the water from behind at the loca-
tion of the outlet. The water flowing down via the outlet
preferably functions as a light guide for guiding the light
downward. In otherwords, the water atthe outletbehaves
as a light guide, as if the water forms a collection of glass
fibres, which "capture" the light being emitted from behind
and project said light downward. Thus a playful and
graceful effect of falling water and light is obtained.
[0007] In another preferred embodiment of the device
according to the invention, the light source is mounted in
a chamber that extends outward near the outlet. Prefer-
ably, said light source is made up of a row of LEDs, which
row extends across the entire width of the outlet.
[0008] In another preferred embodiment of the device
according to the invention, the light source can be con-
nected to the electric system of a house. In other words,
the lightsource is fed from the electricity grid. An electrical
conductor for supplying current to the light source in par-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

ticular extends in the entire C-shape in that case.
[0009] In another preferred embodiment of a garden
device according to the invention, the water system can
be connected to the water supply system of a house. The
water system is in particular equipped with a water pump
which is connected to the waterfall object via a, preferably
flexible, water conduit.

[0010] In another preferred embodiment of the device
according to the invention, the waterfall object is con-
nected to a wall of the water reservoir near the lower end
of the C-shape.

[0011] As already said before, the invention also re-
lates to the C-shaped waterfall object defined in the
present device. The waterfall object is preferably made
of a material selected from the group consisting of metal,
plastic and wood.

[0012] The invention will now be explained in more de-
tail with reference to figures illustrated in a drawing, in
which:

- Figure 1 is a schematic side view of a preferred em-
bodiment of the invention, in which the water reser-
voir is embodied as a swimming pool;

- Figure 2 shows various (partial) views of the waterfall
object used in figure 1; and

- Figure 3 shows the installation in steps of the water-
fall object shown in figure 2 on the swimming pool
shown in figure 1.

[0013] Figure 1 shows a swimming pool 1 with a wa-
terfall object 2 in the form of an elegant C, which is con-
nected to the water supply system of a house. The swim-
ming pool 1 is built up of columns 3 and vertical walls 4
fitted therebetween. A water system for supplying water
to the waterfall object 2 consists of a vessel 5, an electric
motor 6 connected thereto for pumping water from the
swimming pool 1 into the vessel 5 via flexible conduits
7, 8, a flexible conduit 9 for supplying water from the
water supply system of the house to the vessel 5, as well
as aflexible conduit 10 for supplying water from the swim-
ming pool 1, via the vessel 5, to the waterfall object 2 by
means of the electric motor 6. When the swimming pool
1is to be filled, the electric motor 6 is turned off and water
is directed to the swimming pool 1 from the water mains
by means of the flexible conduit 11. The supply to the
waterfall object 10 is shut off ("off") in that case. Once
the swimming pool 1 is filled, the supply from the water
mains to the vessel 5 is shut off, and a closed system is
obtained, in which the water is circulated by the electric
motor 6. The supply to the waterfall object 2 is open ("on")
in that case.

[0014] The waterfall object 2 in the form of the C is
made of stainless steel.

[0015] With reference now to figure 2, the lower end
12 ofthe C-shape is provided with aninlet 13 for supplying
water to the waterfall object 2 via the inlet 13. As shown,
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the water is directed from the inlet 13, over the entire C-
shape, to an outlet 14 near the upper end 15 of the C-
shape. The outlet 14 extends across the entire width of
the C-shape. Near the outlet 14, the C-shape comprises
a light source 16 in the form of a row of LEDs, which row
extends across the entire width of the outlet 14. As shown
in figure 2, the water in the C-shape flows down over a
flat wall portion 17 of the C-shape. The water flowing over
the flat wall portion 17 is illuminated from behind by the
row of LEDs, so that the emitted light is coupled into the
water flowing at that location, as if said water were a light
guide in the form of glass fibres. The light being guided
down over the flat wall portion 17 is thus protected at a
location where the water falls into the swimming pool 1
as well. The combination of falling water and lighting en-
hances the attractiveness of the whole. The LEDs form-
ing the aforesaid row are mounted in a chamber 18 which
extends outwards and downwards near the outlet 14.
Said LEDs are connected to the electric system of the
house, with an electrical conductor 19 for the LEDs ex-
tending over the entire C-shape.

[0016] Figure 3 relates to the installation in steps of
the waterfall object 2, by which the waterfall object 2 is
fixed to a flat, horizontal wall 20 of the swimming pool 1.
Use is made of a jigsaw 21 for forming a hole in the wall
20 for fixing the waterfall object 2 to the wall 20 at that
location, and also of a drill 22 for drilling screw holes 23,
via which the waterfall object 2 is fixed to the wall 20 by
means of bolts 24 and nuts 25. Connecting pieces 26 are
provided on either side of the wall 20.

[0017] Itis noted that the invention is not limited to the
embodiment shown herein, but that it also extends to
other variants that fall within the scope of the appended
claims.

Claims

1. A device comprising a water reservoir (1), such as
the swimming pool or a pond, a waterfall object (2),
as well as a water system for supplying water to said
waterfall object (2), wherein the water being supplied
to the waterfall object (2) can flow down into the water
reservoir (1), characterised in that the waterfall ob-
ject (2) is at least substantially C-shaped, wherein
the upper end (15) of the C-shape comprises an out-
let (14), and wherein the water being supplied to the
waterfall object (2) can flow down into the water res-
ervoir (1) via said outlet (14).

2. Adevice according to claim 1, wherein the lower end
(12) of the C-shape comprises aninlet (13), viawhich
inlet (13) water is supplied to the waterfall object (2).

3. A device according to claim 2, wherein the water is
directed from the inlet (13), over the entire C-shape,
to the outlet (14).
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4.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

A device according to claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein the
outlet (14) extends across the entire width of the C-
shape.

A device according to any one of the preceding
claims 1-4, wherein the C-shape comprises a light
source (16) near the outlet (14), and wherein light
emitted by the light source (16) can illuminate the
water from behind at the location of the outlet (14).

A device according to claim 5, wherein the water
flowing down via the outlet (14) functions as a light
guide for guiding the light downward.

A device according to claim 5 or 6, wherein the light
source is mounted in a chamber (18) that extends
outward near the outlet (14).

A device according to any one of the preceding
claims 5, 6 or 7, wherein said light source (16) is
made up of a row of LEDs, and wherein said row
extends across at least substantially the entire width
of the outlet (14).

A device according to any one of the preceding
claims 5-8, wherein the light source (16) can be con-
nected to the electric system of a house.

A device according to any one of the preceding
claims 5-9, wherein an electrical conductor (19 of
the light source (16) extends in the entire C-shape.

A device according to any one of the preceding
claims 1-10, wherein the water system can be con-
nected to the water supply system of a house.

A device according to any one of the preceding
claims 1-11, wherein the waterfall object (2) is con-
nected to a wall (20) of the water reservoir (1) near
the lower end (12) of the C-shape.

A device according to any one of the preceding
claims 1-12, wherein the waterfall object (2) is made
of a material selected from the group consisting of
metal, plastic and wood.

Awaterfall object (2) as defined in a device according
to any one of the preceding claims 1-13.
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