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(54) Gas turbine engine including a nacelle assembly which comprises a cavity and a fan 
containment case

(57) A gas turbine engine (10) comprises a nacelle
assembly (25), a core engine (25) at least partially sur-
rounded by the nacelle assembly (35) and including a
fan section (14), a compressor section (16), a combustor
section (22) and a turbine section (24) and a fan contain-

ment case (38) positioned annularly about the fan section
(14). The engine also includes a cavity (64) annularly
extending radially between the fan containment case (38)
and the nacelle assembly (35), the cavity (64) extending
upstream from the fan section (14) and mountably re-
ceiving an engine accessory (66).
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] This disclosure relates generally to a gas tur-
bine engine, and more particularly to a gas turbine engine
assembly including a relocated front flange.
[0002] Gas turbine engines, such as turbofan gas tur-
bine engines, typically include a core engine having a
fan section, a compressor section, a combustor section
and a turbine section. During operation, air is pressurized
in the compressor section and mixed with fuel in the com-
bustor section for generating hot combustion gases. The
hot combustion gases flow through the turbine section
which extracts energy from the hot combustion gases to
power the compressor section and drive the fan section.
[0003] The core engine includes an engine casing
structure that includes a fan containment case (FCC) and
a fan case downstream from the FCC. The FCC and the
fan case surround the fan section of the gas turbine en-
gine and contain the fan section components in the event
of a fan blade out event. A fan blade out event occurs
where a fan blade of the fan section becomes dislodged
from the fan section and strikes the FCC.
[0004] The core engine is generally surrounded by a
nacelle assembly that is annularly disposed about the
core engine. The nacelle assembly and the engine casing
structure cooperate to assemble the gas turbine engine.
Typically, an inlet lip assembly of the nacelle assembly
is attached to an A-flange disposed about the fan section
of the core engine. The FCC is attached to an opposite
side of the A-flange from the inlet lip assembly. The A-
flange permits assembly/disassembly of the inlet lip as-
sembly from the FCC. A B-flange is typically positioned
downstream from the A-flange and permits assembly/
disassembly of the FCC from the fan case.
[0005] The current location of the A-flange about the
fan section necessitates that the inlet lip assembly in-
clude forward and aft bulkheads. The bulkheads provide
radial stiffness and support to the inlet lip assembly. The
bulkheads add additional weight and expense to the gas
turbine engine assembly, and may negatively affect gas
turbine engine efficiency and fuel consumption.
[0006] In addition, an engine electronic control is typ-
ically mounted aft of the fan containment case, such as
on the fan case. The fan case provides a relatively cool
mounting environment that is readily accessible for main-
tenance through fan cowl doors positioned on the nacelle
assembly. Disadvantageously, modern gas turbine en-
gines include engine electronic controls of increased
size, and include a reduced amount of mounting space
aft of the FCC. Therefore, modern gas turbine engines
are becoming more difficult and expensive to assemble.
[0007] Accordingly, it is desirable to provide a gas tur-
bine engine assembly that is of reduced weight, reduced
complexity, and that may be assembled at a reduced
cost.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] A gas turbine engine assembly according to a
first aspect of the invention includes an inlet lip assembly,
a fan containment case, and a front flange. The fan con-
tainment case surrounds a fan section and is positioned
downstream from the inlet lip assembly. The front flange
is mounted between the inlet lip assembly and the fan
containment case and is positioned upstream from the
fan section.
[0009] A method of assembling a gas turbine engine
according to a further aspect of the invention includes
positioning a front flange upstream from a fan section of
the gas turbine engine, mounting an inlet lip assembly to
a first side of the front flange, and mounting a fan con-
tainment case to a second side of the front flange.
[0010] A gas turbine engine according to a yet further
aspect of the invention includes a nacelle assembly, a
core engine, a fan containment case and a cavity. The
core engine is partially surrounded by the nacelle assem-
bly and includes a fan section, a compressor section, a
combustor section, and a turbine section. The fan con-
tainment case is positioned about the fan section. The
cavity annularly extends between the nacelle assembly
and the fan containment case. The cavity extends up-
stream from the fan section and mountably receives an
engine accessory.
[0011] The various features and advantages of this dis-
closure will become apparent to those skilled in the art
from the following detailed description. The drawings that
accompany the detailed description can be briefly de-
scribed as follows.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012]

Figure 1 illustrates a general perspective view of a
gas turbine engine;
Figure 2 illustrates a partial sectional view of an ex-
ample gas turbine engine having an engine casing
structure on the lower half thereof;
Figure 3 illustrates a cross-sectional view of an ex-
ample gas turbine engine assembly; and
Figure 4 illustrates the example gas turbine engine
assembly illustrated in Figure 3 including a cavity for
housing an engine accessory.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE EXAMPLE EM-
BODIMENT

[0013] Figure 1 illustrates a gas turbine engine 10 sus-
pended from an engine pylon 12 as is typical of an aircraft
designed for subsonic operation. In one example, the
gas turbine engine 10 is a turbofan gas turbine engine.
The gas turbine engine 10 includes a core engine 25.
The core engine 25 includes a fan section 14, a com-
pressor section 16 having a low pressure compressor 18
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and a high pressure compressor 20, a combustor section
22, and a turbine section 24 having a high pressure tur-
bine 26 and a low pressure turbine 28. A low speed shaft
30 rotationally supports the low pressure compressor 18
and the low pressure turbine 28. The low speed shaft 30
also drives the fan section 14 either directly, or through
a gear train 34, for example. A high speed shaft 32 rota-
tionally supports the high pressure compressor 20 and
the high pressure turbine 26. The low speed shaft 30 and
the high speed shaft 32 rotate about a longitudinal cen-
terline axis A of the gas turbine engine 10.
[0014] During operation, airflow is drawn into the gas
turbine engine 10 by the fan section 14 and is pressurized
in the compressor section 16. Fuel is mixed with pressu-
rized air and combusted within the combustor section 22.
The combustion gases are discharged through the tur-
bine section 24 which extracts energy therefrom for pow-
ering the compressor section 16 and the fan section 14.
[0015] A nacelle assembly 35 at least partially sur-
rounds the core engine 25. The nacelle assembly 35 pro-
tects the core engine 25 and provides a smooth flow sur-
face for incoming airflow. The nacelle assembly 35 in-
cludes an inlet lip assembly 52 (See Figure 4) having a
contoured profile for directing airflow to the fan section 14.
[0016] Of course, this view is highly schematic. It
should be understood that the features and example il-
lustrations presented herein are not limited to a turbofan
gas turbine engine. That is, the present disclosure is ap-
plicable to any engine architecture.
[0017] Figure 2 illustrates an engine casing structure
36 of the example gas turbine engine 10. The engine
casing structure 36 includes a fan containment case
(FCC) 38 and a fan case 40. The fan case 40 is positioned
downstream from the FCC 38. The FCC 38 and the fan
case 40 surround the fan section 14 and protect the gas
turbine engine 10 from damage that may be caused dur-
ing certain flight events, such as a fan blade out event.
A fan blade out event occurs where a fan blade 51 of the
fan section 14 becomes dislodged from the fan section
14 and strikes the FCC 38. It should be understood that
the engine casing structure 36 would include numerous
other case sections.
[0018] In this example, the FCC 38 extends upstream
from the fan section 14. In another example, at least a
portion of the FCC 38 extends upstream from a nose
cone 42 of the fan section 14. That is, the example FCC
38 extends both forward and aft of the fan section 14.
[0019] Figure 3 illustrates an example gas turbine en-
gine assembly 50. The gas turbine engine assembly 50
includes an inlet lip assembly 52, the fan containment
case 38, a front flange 54, and a rear flange 56. In one
example, the front flange 54 represents the A-flange of
the gas turbine engine 10, and the rear flange 56 repre-
sents the B-flange of the gas turbine engine 10. In another
example, the front flange 54 and the rear flange 56 are
axial flanges. The front flange 54 is positioned entirely
upstream from the fan section 14. In one example, the
front flange 54 is positioned upstream from the nose cone

42. In yet another example, the rear flange 56 is posi-
tioned between the fan section 14 and a fan exit guide
vane 58.
[0020] Repositioning the front flange 54 at a position
upstream from the fan section 14 provides an extended
fan containment case 38 as compared to prior art gas
turbine engines that include a front flange 54 positioned
directly adjacent to a fan section 14. The inlet lip assem-
bly 52 is attached to the front flange 54 on an upstream
side 60 of the front flange 54. The fan containment case
38 is attached to a downstream side 62 of the front flange
54. In one example, the inlet lip assembly 52 and the
FCC 38 are bolted to the front flange 54. The front flange
54 permits assembly/disassembly of the inlet lip assem-
bly 52 from the fan containment case 38. That is, the inlet
lip assembly 52 is removable from the gas turbine engine
assembly 50.
[0021] The inlet lip assembly 52 may include a plurality
of advanced technology devices. For example, the inlet
lip assembly 52 includes an electrical de-ice system.
[0022] The fan containment case 38 extends between
the front flange 54 and the rear flange 56. The fan con-
tainment case 38 is assembled/disassembled from the
fan case 40 at the rear flange 56. That is, the gas turbine
engine assembly 50 may be assembled/disassembled
at two points - the front flange 54 and the rear flange 56.
No other bulkheads or radial stiffeners are required.
Therefore, the gas turbine engine assembly 50 provides
significant weight reductions for the gas turbine engine
10.
[0023] Figure 4 illustrates a cavity 64 that annularly
extends between the nacelle assembly 35 and the FCC
38. In one example, the cavity 64 extends from the front
flange 54 to the rear flange 56. In another example, the
cavity 64 extends from a position forward of the front
flange 54 to a position downstream of the fan exit guide
vane 58 (See Figure 3). It should be understood that the
cavity 64 shown in Figure 4 is illustrated enlarged to better
illustrate its design and function. A worker of ordinary skill
in the art would be able to select an appropriate size,
volume etc. for the cavity 64.
[0024] The cavity 64 provides an additional volume for
mounting an engine accessory 66. The increased volume
is a direct result of the repositioning of the front flange
54 upstream from the fan section 14 and removal of bulk-
heads and radial stiffeners between the front flange 54
and the rear flange 56. In one example, the engine ac-
cessory 66 is an engine electronic control (EEC). It should
be understood that other engine accessories may be
mounted within the cavity 64. The nacelle assembly in-
cludes a door 68 that may be opened and closed to pro-
vide access to the engine accessory 66.
[0025] Incorporating a removable inlet lip assembly 52
with an extended FCC 38 improves maintainability both
on-wing and in-shop for maintenance purposes. Repo-
sitioning the front flange 54 upstream from the fan section
14 avoids a weight and cost penalty associated with add-
ing additional assembly flanges. In addition, mounting
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the engine accessory 66 within the cavity 64 provides
cooler environmental temperatures and lower engine vi-
bration levels that improve the reliability of the engine
accessories 66.
[0026] The foregoing description shall be interpreted
as illustrative and not in any limiting sense. A worker of
ordinary skill in the art would understand that certain mod-
ifications would come within the scope of this disclosure.
For these reasons, the following claims should be studied
to determine the true scope and content of this disclosure.

Claims

1. A gas turbine engine (10), comprising:

a nacelle assembly (25);
a core engine (25) at least partially surrounded
by said nacelle assembly (35) and including a
fan section (14), a compressor section (16), a
combustor section (22) and a turbine section
(24);
a fan containment case (38) positioned annular-
ly about said fan section (14);
and
a cavity (64) annularly extending radially be-
tween said fan containment case (38) and said
nacelle assembly (35), wherein said cavity (64)
extends upstream from said fan section (14) and
mountably receives an engine accessory (66).

2. The gas turbine engine as recited in claim 1, wherein
said nacelle assembly includes an inlet lip assembly
(52), and said inlet lip assembly (52) is removably
attached upstream of said fan containment case
(38).

3. The gas turbine engine as recited in claim 2, com-
prising a front flange (54) mounted between said inlet
lip assembly (52) and said fan containment case
(38),

4. The gas turbine engine as recited in claim 3 wherein
said cavity extends unobstructed between said front
flange (54) and a position aft of a rear flange (56).

5. The gas turbine engine as recited in claim 4 wherein
said rear flange (56) is positioned between said fan
section (14) and a fan exit guide vane (58).

6. The gas turbine engine as recited in claim 3, 4 or 5
wherein said inlet lip assembly (52) is removably at-
tached to an upstream side of said front flange (54).

7. The gas turbine engine as recited in any of claims 3
to 6, wherein said fan containment case (38) is at-
tached to a downstream side of said front flange (54).

8. The gas turbine engine as recited in any preceding
claim wherein said engine accessory (66) includes
an engine electronic control.
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