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(54) Aclip for closing a bag

(57) A clip is described for closing and keeping
closed a container (4), such as for example a mesh bag
containing clams, which clip (1, 10, 11, 100, 1000) is
made of an inelastic plastic material and also shapes at
least two tines (2, 3, 20, 30, 200, 300, 22, 33, 2001, 2002,
3000) which project from a base portion (5, 50, 500, 5000,
55) which connects them, the clip having an open con-
figuration (A) in which the tines are distanced so as to
enable a section of a bag (4) to be housed between the

tines, and is deformable into a plurality of annular closure
configurations (C), in which the tines are curved so as to
define, together with the base portion, a circumscribed
internal space (O) having a size which depends on the
curvature of the tines, the clip being characterized in that
the tines have such shapes that in each annular closure
configuration (C), a curved tine engages the other,
whereby maintaining the size of the circumscribed inter-
nal space (O).
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Description

[0001] The presentinvention relates to closing means
for bags.

[0002] In more detalil, the invention concerns clips for

closing bags containing mollusc bivalves such as mus-
sels and clams, etc.
[0003] Inthe presentdescription, clipsistakentomean
those clips used for closing bags, as this is now the com-
mon use of the term.

[0004] Often live bivalves are sold in bags to consum-
ers.

[0005] In practice there are two ways of packing these
molluscs.

[0006] In a first method, a preformed tubular net is

used, made of a plastic material, initially quite limp (a sort
of sock) which is inferiorly closed by a first clip, such as
to define the bottom of the future pack; after which the
tubular net is filled with a certain quantity of loose mol-
luscs.

[0007] Atthis point, the mesh tube is stretched, by pull-
ing upwards the second of the sock immediately above
the part containing the molluscs, such that the net ad-
heres tightly to the molluscs and crams them strongly up
against one another.

[0008] This upper section is then closed by a second
clip.
[0009] The reason why the sock is tightly stretched on

the molluscs is because the final pack must force the
molluscs strongly against one another with the aim of
preventing their valves from opening.

[0010] In fact, when they are fished, the bivalve mol-
luscs spontaneously close the valves, internally retaining
water, and the water keeps the molluscs alive after they
have been fished.

[0011] As the bivalve molluscs are sold live, their
valves must as far as possible be prevented from opening
after packing.

[0012] Thus the second clip also has the function of
maintaining the net well stretched on the packed bi-
valves, apart from keeping the bag closed.

[0013] After applying the second clip, a third clip is ap-
plied to the tubular net, above the second, which third
clip forms a further point of closure of the tubular net.
[0014] Lastly, thetubularnetis cutbetween the second
and third clips, such as to inferiorly define a closed mesh
bag in which the molluscs are packed, with the third clip
functioning’s the first clip for inferiorly closing a next bag
for molluscs, about to be formed.

[0015] The bag of the final pack is, clearly, no longer
limp butis strongly stretched on the valves of the molluscs
and is stretched thereby.

[0016] In a further mode, a type of bag is used, still
quite limp, available on the market in a form in which the
bottom is already closed (for example by stitching) and
with an upper opening.

[0017] In this case, after the lower part of the bag has
been filled with molluscs via the opening thereof, this bag
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too is stretched on the valves of the molluscs before ap-
plication of the closing clip, for the reasons as explained
herein above.

[0018] The clips at present used in the packs of bivalve
molluscs is a metal staple, which in practice is a staple
formed by a short metal segment, usually aluminium, in
a U-shape, which receives a section of the bag, and is
deformed by known dedicated apparatus that ring-close
it by crushing such as to close the bag and keep it well
stretched over the molluscs.

[0019] It is known that during the processing of the
molluscs, before packing, the molluscs themselves might
mix with small objects or fragments of metal which might
then end up in the packs put up for sale.

[0020] These undesired metal objects can sometimes
have fallen among the molluscs during the fishing oper-
ations, or could be parts of packing machines (for exam-
ple screws or bolts) which have detached and become
mixed up with the loose molluscs waiting to be packed.
[0021] A very widely felt need in the market of bivalve
mollusc commerce is to be able to avail of packs that
before being put up for sale can be subjected to a scan
using metal detectors in order to check that among the
packed molluscs there are not also undesired metal ob-
jects.

[0022] The use of metal clips confounds this operation,
as they would produce false positives.

[0023] The market already provides plastic clips, i.e.
not detectable by metal detectors, though they are not
use in the specific sector of packing live bivalve molluscs.
[0024] These known plastic clips, in the initial open
configuration, have substantially a U-shape, or a horse-
shoe shape, and conform two straight tines that project
from a common curved tract connecting them.

[0025] To apply the known plastic clip to a bag the bag
has to be inserted between the tines, which are then de-
formed by crushing, again using special and known ap-
paratus, thus ring-closing the clip on itself such that one
of its tines is superposed on the other.

[0026] Whileitis being deformed and curved, the tines
of this known clip abut and slide against and on one an-
other, i.e. they slide in such a way that one of the two
bends upwards while the other bends downwards, such
that they are not only parallel but also one above another,
and define, together with the connecting tract, a closed
configuration of the clip in which it takes on the shape of
a "tarallo", i.e. an overlapping ring shape.

[0027] The known plastic clips exhibit a drawback
which makes them poorly adapted for use in the technical
sector of packing live bivalve molluscs.

[0028] As explained above, owing to the fact that the
bag of the pack is stretched on the molluscs, the bag is
stressed by reaction forces. This stress unloads on the
closing clips (and also on the stitching if present).
[0029] If the known plastic clips were applied to the
bags, the stress unloaded onto them would lead to a wid-
ening of the tines of the clip applied, and to the conse-
quent separation of the clips from the bags, and the open-
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ing thereof.

[0030] In fact, it is obvious that a plastic clip does not
have the mechanical resistance of a metal clip.

[0031] Therefore the known plastic clip is unsuitable
for closing or maintaining closed a bag for packing live
bivalve molluscs, and naturally also for keeping them well
packed on each other.

[0032] The aim of the present invention is to obviate
the above-described drawbacks and others besides by
making available a clip for closing and maintaining closed
a container, such as for example the above-described
bags, realised according to claim 1.

[0033] The disclosed clip is made of a plastic material,
of aninelastic type, and conforms at least two tines which
project from a base portion which connects them.
[0034] The clip exhibits an open configuration in which
the tines are apart to enable receiving a section of the
bag between the tines, and is destined to deform into a
plurality of closed annular configurations, in which the
tines are curved such as to define, together with the base
portion, a circumscribed internal space having a size that
depends on the curvature of the tines.

[0035] In the invention the tines have shapes that in
every closed annular configuration at least a curved tine
engages another such as to conserve the size of the re-
spective circumscribed internal space.

[0036] Theclipoftheinvention comprises atleastthree
tines, of which at least a pair of prehensile tines compris-
ing an upper prehensile tine and a lower prehensile tine,
the first arranged above the second at such a distance
that following the deformation of the clip, the third tine
can be received interferingly between the first two.
[0037] When the clip is applied to the bag such as to
close it and keep it stretched on the group of molluscs
contained in the bag, it solidly presses the walls of the
bag at a closure point and retains it in the circumscribed
internal space.

[0038] In practice, the apparatus dedicated to applica-
tion of the clips, not described herein because they are
without the scope of the invention, bend the tines, curving
them, so that they embrace a section of the bag which,
as explained above, has been pulled upwards such as
to place the bag in tension.

[0039] The degree of folding, which is correlated to the
size of the circumscribed internal space, is a function of
the dimensions and resistance offered by the section of
the bag which is crushed at the point of closure.

[0040] Thus if the walls of the bag are thick, the size
of the internal space will be greater with respect to a case
in which the walls are thin and/or in part deformable.
[0041] Further, the clip has to solidly close and keep
the bag stretched also in a case in which it is desired to
apply a label, typically such as to indicate data relating
to the product and/or commercial information, such as
for example marks, which label is applied to the bag in-
serting a small end tail at the opening, at the point where
the bag is to be closed, before applying the clip.

[0042] In practice, the proposed clip, when applied to
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close the stretched bag, self-adapts to the bag.

[0043] For this reason, following deformation thereof,
it can be in various closed annular configuration, corre-
sponding to different sizes, or dimensions of the circum-
scribed internal space in which the walls of the section
of the bag are crushed at which it is closed.

[0044] Given that in the invention, independently of
whatever the dimensions of the circumscribed internal
space is in the various annular configuration of the clip,
the tines engage against one another, then unlike the
prior art the invention is able to provide a clip that resists
the above-described stresses that the tensed bag un-
loads on it.

[0045] In fact, as the tines tend to maintain the dimen-
sions of the circumscribed internal space thanks to the
engagement of a tine to another, the stress pressures do
not open them and the bag, even with the passage of
time, remains stretched on the valves of the molluscs
and keeps them crushed against each other.

[0046] After the opening of the bag and the extraction
of the molluscs, it is advantageously possible to recycle
the net bag together with the clip because both are made
of plastic; thus the expensive step of separation between
the bag and the clip, necessary using metal clips, can be
avoided.

[0047] Theclipis preferably made in a single body and
of polycarbonate, a non-toxic material which has good
plasticity characteristics.

[0048] In the following various examples of clips will
be detailed, with the aim of the accompanying tables of
drawings, in which:

- figure 1 and figure 2 are axonometric views of an
example of a clip respectively in the open configu-
ration and the deformed closed configuration;

- figure 3 and figure 4 are axonometric views of a sec-
ond example of a clip, respectively in the open con-
figuration and the deformed closed configuration;

- figure 5 is an axonometric view of a further example
of a clip in the open configuration;

- figure 6 is a schematic view of a closed mess bag
closed by a clip of the invention;

- figure 7 and figure 8 are axonometric views of a clip
according to the invention, respective in the open
configuration and in the deformed closed configura-
tion;

- figure 9 is a schematic section view of the clip of the
invention in the open configuration;

- figure 10 is a partial schematic view in section of the
clip of the invention, representing the engaging
modes of the tines, when the clip is in the closed
configuration;

- figure 11 is an axonometric view of a further example
of a clip in the open configuration; and

- figure 12 is a view from above in plan view of the clip
of the preceding figure.

[0049] Thefiguresillustrate possible examples of clips.
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[0050] Each clip forms at least two tines that protrude
from a base portion connecting them.

[0051] The clip has an initial open configuration A,
which is the configuration in which it is removed from the
mould, or in any case in which it is presented at the end
of the manufacturing process. The open configuration A
is to be understood as a configuration of the clip prior to
its deformation and as the configuration exhibited by the
clip before being fixed to the container, which for the pur-
poses of the present will be assumed to be a mesh bag
4, for ease of description.

[0052] In this open configuration A the tines are dis-
tanced from one another and define, together with the
base portion, an open housing K for accommodating the
bag 4 to be closed.

[0053] In more detail, the open housing K is defined
by the internal lateral edges of the tines and from the
internal edge (or face) of the base portion (better de-
scribed hereinafter in the specification of different em-
bodiments).

[0054] At a practical level, this open housing K is the
space between the tines, when the clip is in the open
configuration A, in which the bag 4 is yet to be inserted
between the tines.

[0055] After a section of the bag 4, for example in prox-
imity of the rim of its opening, is received between the
tines, the bag 4 can be closed by means of deformation
of the clip, using dedicated equipment, not described
herein as falling without the object of the invention.
[0056] Thanks to the deformation of the tines which
gives the clip the form of a small ring that compresses
and folds and crushes the walls of the section where the
bag 4 is to be closed, defining therein a blocking point,
the closure of the bag 4 itself is attained (see figure 6),
and it can also be guaranteed that it remains tight and
presses the molluscs against one another.

[0057] In the following, the conformations the tines as-
sume will be described and, consequently, the manner
in which they engage with each other, following the de-
formation of the clip, i.e. in its annular configuration C.
[0058] In practice, as a result of their deformation, the
tines of the clip bend in a hook-shaped or semi-annular
shape, or the like.

[0059] It is clear that when deformation of the clip is
referred-to in the present description, it refers to the de-
formation that occurs with the folding of its tines towards
the inside to define the deformed closed configuration C.
[0060] Note that in the present description the terms
‘upper’ and ’lower’ refer to the operation where the clip
is normally applied to the bag 4 i.e. with the tines hori-
zontal and in any case as shown in figure 6.

[0061] In addition, when using the terms ’internal’ and
‘external’ reference is made to the circumscribed internal
space O, whether the clip is closed in the annular con-
figurations C, or the open housing K, if the clip has not
yet been deformed. The first example of a clip is shown
in figures 1 and 2, in which it can be seen that when the
clip 1isinthe open configuration A, it can be substantially
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horseshoe-shaped, while when it is in one of its multiple
closed configurations C it clearly has the shape of a
closed loop.

[0062] The tines 2, 3 of the clip 1 in the open configu-
ration A are straight.

[0063] The clip 1 comprises a first tine which is a pre-
hensile tine 2 and in turn comprises: an upper element
21 and a lower element 22, joined at a respective outer
side edge 23, 24 by a joining wall 25, which is also a part
of the first tine 2.

[0064] More in detail, the above-mentioned upper and
lower elements 21, 22 can be flat, as shown in the figures,
andthe second tine 3 can comprise, inturn, aflatinsertion
element 3.

[0065] The upperand lower elements 21, 22 of the first
tine 2 are inclined with respect to the joining wall 25 so
as to define an undercut cavity 26 suitable for receiving
the insertion element 3.

[0066] In practice, as a result of the deformation of the
clip 1, see figure 2, the insertion element is inserted into
the undercut cavity 26.

[0067] The longer the portion of the insertion element
3 which enters the cavity 26 following the deformation of
the clip 1, the more the tines 2, 3 are curved (i.e., hook-
shaped) and the smaller the circumscribed inner space
O, suitable for containing the walls of the bag 4.

[0068] Thus, the different possible closed configura-
tions C of the clip 1 depend on how far the insertion el-
ement 3 can be inserted in the cavity 26; this, in turn,
depends on the bag 4 which is to be closed and held tight.
[0069] When the insertion element 3 is in the cavity
26, the face of its outer lateral edge 32 is abutting the
internal face 26 of the joining wall 25, so that the prehen-
sile tine 2 engages the second tine 3, covering it exter-
nally.

[0070] The undercut cavity 26 has such dimensions
as also to involve the insertion element 3 by interference.
[0071] Further, the engagement between the prehen-
sile tine 2 and second tine 3 is even stronger if the inser-
tion element 3 has a thickness that increases from its
internal lateral edge (not directly visible in the figures)
towards the opposite external lateral edge 32, so that the
insertion element 3 itself has a complementary shape to
the undercut 26.

[0072] A feature of the clip 1 is constituted by the fact
that the tine 2 which conforms the housing is the prehen-
sile tine, which in the closed annular configurations C
covers the outside and engages and abuts the second
tine 3; thus the second tine 3, which instead remains
internal, is the one that is directly stressed, and in any
case is stressed more greatly stressed, by the bag in
tension.

[0073] This stress on the internal tine 3 (the second
tine) is however, compensated for by the engagement of
the tine prehensile 2 (first tine).

[0074] This same technical conceptcan be implement-
ed in other versions of the clip different from that of this
first example, which however include a tine with a pre-
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hensile upper element and the lower member joined at
a external lateral edge by a joining wall such as to define
a C-shaped housing (i.e. having a C-shaped cross-sec-
tion) suitable for receiving the second tine, with the joining
wall which, following the deformation of the clip, abuts
and externally covers the second tine.

[0075] When in the present description reference is
made to the C-shape, naturally it is from the point of view
used in the figures and this will also be the point of view
used when referece is made to the "upturned" C.
[0076] In order to facilitate the insertion of the flat ele-
ment of the second tine 3 into the undercut 26, the flat
element 3 can be tapered towards the free end 33 thereof.
[0077] Additionally, the base portion 5 joining the tines
2, 3 can conform a projection 6 arranged between the
tines 2, 3 (that is, extending towards the circumscribed
internal space O or towards the open housing K of the
clip 1, depending on which configuration it assumes).
[0078] This primarily allows a firm anchoring of the clip
1 to the mesh bags 4 because when the clip 1 is in the
closed configuration C, the projection 6 can be inserted
between the meshes of the net and obstruct the separa-
tion of the clip 1 from the bag 4 which it closes.

[0079] Further, larger clips can be realised, i.e. with
the tines that in the open configuration are spaced further
apart.

[0080] In fact, on the one hand it is preferable that the

tines are distant in the open configuration A of the clips
1 (i.e. with a wide common portion 5), to facilitate the
insertion between the tines of the section 4 of the bag to
be closed; while on the other hand, this might lead, in
some cases, to defining a lower limit for the dimensions
of the circumscribed internal space 0, that is, a minimum
width defined by the maximum curvature that the tines
can have.

[0081] However, by using the projection 6, even in the
case of tines initially very far apart, it is possible in any
case to obtain a very small internal space 0, following
the deformation of the clip, due to the fact that the pro-
jection 6 occupies a part of the internal space O.

[0082] The projection 6 can for example be conical or
cylindrical, pointed, bevelled, etc.

[0083] The projection 6 described here for the first ex-
ample can also be present in the other examples, and in
the clip 1000 of the invention, and will not be further de-
scribed herein below.

[0084] The clip 10 of the second example is illustrated
in figures 3 and 4, and ittoo can have a horseshoe shape
20, 30, with straight tines, when it is in the initial open
configuration A.

[0085] Itisin part similar to the clip 1 of the first exam-
ple, and therefore will be described starting from this, but
ithas some differentaspects that make its operation char-
acteristic.

[0086] Inthe second example, the first tine is a receiv-
ing tine 20, the upper and lower flat elements 210, 211
whereof are united by the joining wall 250 at the respec-
tive internal lateral edge 230, 240 to define a housing for
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the second tine 30 which includes an undercut cavity
260, which in contrast to that of the first embodiment is
in this case directed towards the outside.

[0087] Differently to the previous example, itis the sec-
ond tine 30 of the clip 10 that acts as a prehensile tine
for engaging to the other tine 20.

[0088] In fact, following the deformation of the clip 10,
the tines are bent towards one another, with the flat ele-
ment 30 of the second tine inserted into the cavity 260
and abutting with the outer surface 270 of the joining wall
250, covering it externally in various possible closed an-
nular deformed configurations C of the clip 10.

[0089] The external surface 270 of the joining wall 250
is external with respect to the above-mentioned internal
space O (or relative to the open housing K) but is internal
of the undercut cavity 260.

[0090] Also in this case, the curvature and therefore
the length of the tract of second tine 30 inserted in the
cavity 260 determines the size of the circumscribed inner
space O, which size is maintained by the engagement
between the tines 20,30.

[0091] The second tine 30, when curving, can engage
the first tine 20, which is also curved, covering and abut-
ting the joining wall 250 and covering it externally.
[0092] In this case, is the first tine 20 and, in particular
the joining wall 250 thereof, to be immediately and most
affected by the stress of the stretched bag 4 and is the
second tine 30 which engages the first from outside, at
the outer surface 270 of the joining wall 250, preventing
stress.

[0093] The second different aspect from the previous
example is related to the idea of causing the thickness
of the flat element of the second tine 30 to grow from its
external lateral edge opposite to the internal lateral edge
340, so that the flat element 30 has a complementary
shape with respect to the undercut housing 260.

[0094] The clip 10 can iunclude a receiving tine that
has the shape of an upturned "C".

[0095] In practice, clips 10 can be realised in which the
first receiving tine 20 has an upturned-C-shaped cross
section but does not have an undercut cavity.

[0096] The flat element 30 of the second tine can be
tapered towards the free end 330.

[0097] In general, variants can be provided of the first
and second examples, having in common the fact that
the second tine comprises a flat element and the fact that
the first tine comprises an flat upper element arranged
above the lower flat element at a distance there-from that
is such that in the closed configuration C of the clip, the
flat element of the second tine is interferingly received
between the upper member and the lower member of the
first tine. According to this aspect, the flat element of the
second tine is in a median plane with respect to the plane
containing the flat upper and lower elements. Further-
more, the thickness of the flat element of the second tine
can vary in different ways between the internal lateral
edge and the opposite external lateral edge thereof.
[0098] A further example is represented in figures 11
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and 12, where the clip 100 can be seen in the open con-
figuration A, in which it has a horseshoe shape, with
straight tines 200, 300, and in a closed annular configu-
ration in which it has already been deformed.

[0099] In this case, the first tine is a female tine and
the second tine is a male tine 300; the female tine com-
prises a sleeve 200 provided with a cavity 2600 having
an opening 261 at the free end 280 of the female tine,
which cavity 2600 is suitable for receiving the male tine
300.

[0100] In this case, when the clip 100 is deformed into
a given ring configuration C, the engagement which
maintains it constantly in the assumed deformed shape
develops between the external lateral surface 2700 of
the cavity 2600 and the surface of the external lateral
edge 3200 of the male tine 300, which, preferably, com-
prise a respective roughened surface.

[0101] The roughened surfaces, which can each in-
clude a knurling, are arranged such as to adhere to one
another following insertion of the male tine 300 in the
sleeve 200 of the female tine.

[0102] The cavity 2600 of the sleeve 200 of the female
tine may be large enough to interferingly accommodate
the male tine 300.

[0103] The male tine 300 can comprise a flat inserting
element, for example tapered in the direction of a free
end thereof, such as to facilitate its insertion into the cav-
ity 2600 of the sleeve 200.

[0104] The examples mentioned up to this point have
in common, following the deformation of the clip, that one
of the tines engages the other by abutting a respective
abutment surface, and externally covering the abutment
surface.

[0105] Inthe first example, the abutment surface is the
external lateral edge 32 ofthe second tine 3; inthe second
example itis the external lateral surface 270 of the joining
wall of the first tine 20; while in the third it is the external
lateral edge 3200 of the second tine.

[0106] A fourth example is illustrated in figure 5, in
which the clip 11 is shown in its deformed ring configu-
ration C.

[0107] This clip 11 has a first prehensile tine 22 that is
coplanar with the second tine 33, with the clip 11 which,
following the deformation thereof, assumes a closed con-
figuration C in which it has a spiral development, with the
prehensile tine 22 abutting and externally covering the
second tine 33, and by doing engages it.

[0108] The prehensile tine 22, the base portion 5 and
the second tine 33 of the clip 11 are defined in a single
piece having a cylindrical shape.

[0109] Inits open configuration A, the clip 11 can have
a horseshoe shape. The clip 1000 of the invention is
shown in figures 7, 8, 9 and 10.

[0110] The clip 1000 of the invention has at least three
tines 2001, 2002, 3000, of which at least a pair of pre-
hensile tines comprising a prehensile upper tine 2001
and alower prehensile tine 2002, the firstarranged above
the second at a distance such that, as a result of the
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deformation of the clip 1000, the third tine 3000 can be
received with interference between the first two.

[0111] Preferably, as shown in particular in figures 9
and 10, the thickness of the engageable tine 3000, de-
creases fromtheinternal lateral edge 3012 to the external
lateral edge 3013, and instead the thickness of the tines
prehensile 2001, 2002 grows between the respective in-
ternal lateral edge 2011 , 2012 and the respective exter-
nallateraledge 2111,2112, soas to have the advantages
of complementarily-shaped engagement between the
space defined by the prehensile tines and the third tine.
[0112] Howeverin general the thickness of the tine en-
gageable 300 and the thickness of each of the two pre-
hensile tines 2001, 2002 can vary in different ways be-
tween the respective internal lateral edge 3012, 2011,
2012 and the respective external lateral edge 3013,
2111, 2112 opposite the internal edge. The tines 3000,
2001, 2002 of this embodiment may be tapered towards
the free end thereof.

[0113] From the above description, it can be under-
stood that a container 4 closed by at least one clip 1000,
according to the invention, and deformed into an annular
closed C, is a package in which the molluscs are main-
tained pressed against one another so that the valves
thereof do not open, and able to give a good guarantee
to the consumer that the contents have not been manip-
ulated following closure. The pack is also suitable for
scanning by metal detectors without giving false positive
signals.

[0114] The above has been described by way of non-
limiting example, and any constructional variants are un-
derstood to fall within the protective scope of the present
technical solution, as claimed in the following.

Claims

1. Aclip for closing and keeping closed a container (4),
such as for example a mesh bag containing clams,
which clip (1, 10, 11, 100, 1000) is made of an ine-
lastic plastic material and also shapes at least two
tines (2, 3, 20, 30, 200, 300, 22, 33, 2001, 2002,
3000) which project from a base portion (5, 50, 500,
5000, 55) which connects them, the clip having an
open configuration (A) in which the tines are dis-
tanced so as to enable a section of a bag (4) to be
housed between the tines, and is deformable into a
plurality of annular closure configurations (C), in
which the tines are curved so as to define, together
with the base portion, a circumscribed internal space
(O) having a size which depends on the curvature
of the tines, the clip being characterized in that the
tines have such shapes that in each annular closure
configuration (C), a curved tine engages the other,
whereby maintaining the size of the circumscribed
internal space (O), and the clip comprises least three
tines, of which at least a pair are prehensile tines
comprising an upper prehensile tine (2001) and a
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lower prehensile tine (2002), the first being arranged
above the second at such a distance that, upon a
deformation of the clip (100), the third tine (3000)
can be housed with interference fit between the first
two.

The clip of the preceding claim, wherein the thick-
ness of the third tine (300) and the thickness of each
of the two prehensile tines (2001, 2002) vary be-
tween the respective internal lateral edge (3012,
2011, 2012) and the respective external lateral edge
(3013, 2111, 2112) opposite the internal lateral edge
(3012, 2011, 2012).

The clip of any one of the preceding claims, realised
in a single body made of polycarbonate.

The clip of any one of the preceding claims, wherein
the portion of base (5, 50, 500, 5000, 55) which joins
the tines shapes a projection (6) arranged between
the tines.

A package comprising a container (4) that is closed
by means of at least a clip (1, 10, 11, 100, 1000), as
in any one of the preceding claims, in an annular
closure configuration (C).
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