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(54) Sitting means

(57) A sitting means comprising at least two towels,
the towels each comprising at least two holes, the sitting
means further comprising at least one anchoring means
adapted to be arranged through the openings of the tow-
els and to be anchored in the ground, wherein the

number, the shape and dimensions of the towels, the
number and the positions of the holes in these towels
and the number and dimensions of the at least one an-
choring means are predetermined to enable forming of
a predefined pattern on the ground surface with the tow-
els.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to the field of tow-
els, such as for instance beach towels.
[0002] When visiting the beach, sitting or recumbent
users often do not wish to come into contact with the
ground surface of the beach for reasons of comfort, hy-
giene or for aesthetic reasons. The ground surface can
thus comprise earth, sand or rocks in a wide variety of
sizes. This ground surface can be wet, can be contami-
nated with unhygienic material, be damp, warm or cold
and so on. Certainly in the case of sandy beaches, this
ground surface can moreover adhere to the user, which
can bring about an uncomfortable sensation and/or irri-
tation of the skin. The for instance adhering sand may
then release elsewhere so that for instance the car or the
holiday bed hereby becomes soiled. It can further also
irritate the user and have an adverse effect on his or her
mood.
[0003] Many users nowadays therefore use a beach
towel which they spread out on the beach and on which
they take up position, the beach towel here having a con-
tact surface which comes into contact with the ground
surface and an upper surface which can serve as clean
sitting surface.
[0004] This use is however associated with various dis-
comforts. The towel may thus be blown over partially or
even wholly under the influence of the wind, which may
bring about movement of ground, for instance sand, to
the upper surface of the towel.
[0005] The movement of the user on the towel may
also modify the position of the towel and can transform
a previously rather flat ground surface to a surface having
height differences to the extent that this irritates the user.
[0006] Height differences are often already present in
the ground surface, or users form determined height dif-
ferences in the ground surface beforehand which can
provide a more comfortable recumbent position when the
towel is arranged thereon in the correct position. The
positioning or orientation of the towel may also have been
carefully considered. Blowing over of the towel or move-
ment on or walking over the towel can modify this position
such that a repositioning of the towel is necessitated.
[0007] It may also be the case that a towel is not suit-
able for the purpose of remaining in stable position
against a determined surface.
[0008] A prior art towel is typically folded up after the
visit to the beach, and is often placed into a beach bag
to be taken home because of its size and the possibility
of undesirable unfolding of the towel were it to be carried
by hand or when the user no longer has hands free. The
residues of the ground surface still adhering to the towel
hereby end up in the beach bag, which is undesirable.
[0009] It is an object of the present invention to provide
a set of a towel and associated anchor, a towel and an-
chors, which resolve at least one of the above stated
problems.
[0010] This is achieved with the characterizing fea-

tures of claim 1.
[0011] In a first aspect of the present invention a sitting
means is described for use on a ground surface for the
purpose of avoiding direct contact with the ground sur-
face, wherein the sitting means comprises a towel, the
towel comprising at least one opening close to its edge,
and at least one anchoring means adapted to be ar-
ranged through the opening and to be anchored in the
ground. A typical ground surface can for instance be a
sandy beach or a pebble beach. The towel can be man-
ufactured from various materials such as are known to
the skilled person. The towel can also have different di-
mensions and different shapes. The towel can preferably
be defined by a single edge, but can also be defined by
means of multiple edges.
[0012] In embodiments of the present invention the an-
choring means comprises a pin structure (such as for
instance a pin) which is adapted at its free outer end so
that it can be driven into the ground (by hand or using for
instance a tool such as a hammer) and is connected at
its other outer end to a towel holder. This towel holder is
adapted to engage or to press on the upper surface of
the towel and hereby hold it against the ground surface
when the anchoring means is arranged. The towel holder
can also be adapted to engage over the edge of the towel,
such as for instance over the outer edges of the towel,
or over the edge of an opening in a towel. The underside
of the towel holder can typically come into contact with
the upper surface of the towel. The towel typically com-
prises a front and a rear surface (or contact surface).
[0013] In embodiments of the present invention the pin
structure is adapted to be screwed into the ground. The
pin can hereby be provided with a suitable screw struc-
ture.
[0014] In embodiments the pin structure can also be
adapted to be struck into the ground or to be pressed or
pushed into the ground.
[0015] In embodiments of the present invention the sit-
ting means further comprises a socket which is adapted
to be anchored in the ground (in similar manner as de-
scribed for the pin structure) and which is further adapted
to be coupled to the pin structure of the anchoring means.
[0016] This coupling between the anchoring means
and the socket can take place by means of a screw thread
connection.
[0017] In preferred embodiments the pin structure
comprises on the side of the holder a screw thread or an
element with screw thread onto which the holder can be
fixedly screwed, the holder being provided with a com-
plementary screw thread. In alternative embodiments the
pin structure can comprise on the side of the holder a
screw thread or an element with screw thread over which
the holder can fit (for instance by means of an opening
arranged in the holder), and a wing nut or similar structure
can further be provided with which the holder can be
fixed.
[0018] In embodiments of the present invention the an-
choring means can comprise more than one pin struc-
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ture, wherein the pin structures are connected by means
of the holder.
[0019] This holder can be rigid or non-deformable, but
can also be flexible, so that it can for instance be rolled
up. The holder can thus comprise a strip which can be
rolled up or a strip which can for instance be made of
towel material. Such holders result in simplification of the
storage of the anchoring means. In preferred embodi-
ments the holder comprises towelling fabric on the sur-
face remote from the one or more pins (its upper surface).
The presence of the towelling fabric on this surface can
increase the comfort of the user and simultaneously en-
sure an enhanced aesthetic finish.
[0020] The holder preferably allows a user of the towel
to be able to take up position on the towel. The holder
preferably allows stepping onto the towel from all direc-
tions. Nor preferably does the holder obstruct the view
of someone situated on the towel who wishes to look in
a determined direction. The holders can preferably be
arranged along the edge of the towel, fixing the towel
along all sides, without this impeding taking up position
on the towel.
[0021] In preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion the towel comprises more than one opening.
[0022] The towel can be polygonal (such as triangular,
square, pentagonal, hexagonal, etc.) and comprise at
least one opening close to at least one corner. The towel
more preferably comprises at least one opening close to
a plurality of corners. In preferred embodiments this towel
comprises at least one opening close to each corner.
[0023] In preferred embodiments the towel is polygo-
nal and comprises more than one opening, such as for
instance two or three openings, close to at least one cor-
ner.
[0024] In embodiments the tower is polygonal and
comprises close to each corner at least one or more
openings (two or three openings in each corner).
[0025] In preferred embodiments the towel is rectan-
gular and comprises two or three openings close to each
corner.
[0026] In preferred embodiments the towel also com-
prises one or more openings along the edges of the towel
remote from the corners of the towel.
[0027] In embodiments of the present invention the po-
sitions of the holes in the towel and the dimensions of
the holders are adapted to each other such that the one
or more holders do not have to come into contact with
the ground surface when they are anchored in suitable
manner in the towel.
[0028] In embodiments of the present invention the
available number and the type of the holders can further
also be adapted to the position of the holes in the towel
and the dimensions of the holder such that the one or
more holders do not have to come into contact with the
ground surface when they are anchored in suitable man-
ner through the towel.
[0029] In preferred embodiments the towel is substan-
tially rectangular and is provided at least close to one

corner (preferably close to each of its corners) with one
or more protruding flaps comprising at least one opening.
[0030] In preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion the one or more available openings are reinforced.
This reinforcement can comprise a metal or plastic ring.
This reinforcement can also comprise of overlocking or
stitching of the edge of the opening.
[0031] In preferred embodiments the towel can com-
prise a covering of at least one opening, which substan-
tially covers the opening and which is adapted to receive
and at least partially cover a holder. All available open-
ings can be provided with such a covering, particularly
the openings close to the four corners of a rectangular
towel. This covering can consist of towelling fabric and
can thus form part of the towel. Together with the fabric
of the towel around the opening to which it can be at-
tached, the covering can form a cavity in which a holder
can be at least partially received. The covering can sub-
stantially cover the opening and be adapted to at least
partially receive a holder. The covering can further also
comprise an incision through which can be arranged the
anchoring means anchored in the ground through the
opening, after which the covering can be arranged over
at least a part of the holder, herein covering at least a
part of the holder (or the whole holder).
[0032] In preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion the anchoring means are permanently attached to
the towel close to the openings through which arranging
thereof is intended. This can for instance take place by
accommodating the towel holders permanently in the
cavity created by the towel, around an opening and the
covering without incision as described above. The pin
structures can then protrude permanently through the
openings in the towel.
[0033] In preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion the surface area (or form or cross-section) of the
holes or openings present in the towel is substantially
equal to the surface area of the cross-section of the as-
sociated pins (be it slightly smaller to enable passage
through the opening). This is preferably the case for the
cross-section of the pins close to or adjacently of the
holder to which they are connected.
[0034] In embodiments of the present invention the
towel comprises holes of different sizes and an anchoring
device comprises pins associated therewith which also
differ in cross-sectional area, so that the pins have sub-
stantially the same cross-section as the corresponding
holes.
[0035] In preferred embodiments of the first aspect of
the present invention the sitting means comprises a tow-
el, wherein the towel is polygonal (for instance rectangu-
lar) and comprises at least two holes close to each of its
corners, and at least one anchoring means (for instance
four anchoring means in a rectangular towel) adapted to
be arranged through at least two openings in the same
corner of the towel and to be anchored in the ground
through these at least two openings.
[0036] In preferred embodiments the anchoring means
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comprise at least two pin structures which are adapted
at their free outer ends to enable being driven into the
ground and are connected at their other outer end to a
towel holder which is adapted to engage on the upper
surface of the towel and hereby hold it against the ground
surface when the anchoring means has been arranged.
[0037] A second aspect of the present invention com-
prises a towel which comprises at least one opening
adapted to anchor this towel in the ground by means of
an anchoring means. In embodiments the towel is polyg-
onal and comprises at least one opening close to each
corner. The towel can be substantially rectangular and
comprise two or three openings close to each opening.
[0038] In preferred embodiments the towel also com-
prises openings along the edges of the towel, remote
from the corners.
[0039] In preferred embodiments the towel is substan-
tially polygonal (for instance rectangular), but is provided
close to at least one corner with one or more protruding
flaps comprising at least one opening or comprising at
least one opening in each case.
[0040] In preferred embodiments at least one of the
openings is reinforced.
[0041] In preferred embodiments the towel comprises
on at least one side at least one covering of at least one
opening which substantially covers the opening and
which is adapted to house a holder after it has been ar-
ranged in the opening. This covering can be made from
towelling fabric and can be integrated with the towel. This
covering can for instance comprise in the centre an inci-
sion which allows the anchoring means to anchor in the
ground through the towel, after which the holder (or at
least part of the holder) can be covered using the cover-
ing.
[0042] In preferred embodiments the towel can com-
prise permanently attached anchoring means close to
the openings through which arranging thereof is intend-
ed. These permanently present anchoring means can be
fixed to the towel by means of connecting means, such
as for instance a fabric or plastic loop which connects
the corners of the towel to the anchoring means. The
anchoring means can also be partially received in the
cavity created by the fabric around the opening and the
covering of the opening, which for instance fixes the towel
holder in the towel. The pin structure can protrude
through the opening in the towel in the direction of the
contact surface of the towel.
[0043] A third aspect of the present invention compris-
es an anchoring device for a towel comprising at least
one pin structure which is adapted at its free outer end
to be arranged through an opening in the towel and to
enable being driven into the ground (under the towel),
and is connected at its other outer end to a towel holder
adapted to engage on (or to press or come into contact
with) the upper surface of the towel and hereby hold it
against the ground surface.
[0044] The pin structure can be adapted to be screwed
into the ground. The pin structure can be adapted to be

struck or pushed into the ground.
[0045] In preferred embodiments of the present inven-
tion the anchoring device further comprises a socket
which is adapted to be anchored in the ground and which
is further adapted to be coupled to the pin structure. The
coupling of the anchoring means to the socket can take
place by means of a screw connection.
[0046] In preferred embodiments the pin structure
comprises on the side of the holder a screw thread or
element with screw thread onto which the holder can be
tightened, the holder for instance being provided with a
complementary screw thread.
[0047] In preferred embodiments the pin structure
comprises on the side of the holder a screw thread or
element with screw thread over which the holder can fit
(for instance by means of a hole in the holder) and which
further comprises a wing nut (or similar structure) in which
the holder can be fixed.
[0048] In preferred embodiments the anchoring means
comprises more than one pin structure, and these pin
structures are connected by means of the holder.
[0049] In preferred embodiments the holder is sub-
stantially flexible or can be rolled up. In other embodi-
ments this holder can be substantially rigid or non-de-
formable. In preferred embodiments the holder can con-
sist of towelling fabric or can comprise towelling fabric
on the surface remote from the one or more pins (the
upper surface).
[0050] Described in a fourth aspect of the present in-
vention is a set of anchoring devices as described for the
third aspect of the present invention, which further com-
prises at least one metal or plastic annular structure
which is manufactured for the purpose of being pressed
through a towel, here creating an opening in the towel,
and for further engaging round the edge of the opening
so as to thus strengthen it.
[0051] A fifth aspect of the present invention relates to
a method for storing a towel (for instance according to
the second aspect of the present invention), for instance
a towel which comprises at least two holes, comprising
of folding the towel such that at least two openings of the
towel are aligned and of arranging an engaging means
through the aligned openings. In preferred embodiments
the towel is polygonal and comprises at least one opening
close to each corner. In preferred embodiments at least
one opening of each corner of the polygonal towel is
aligned. In preferred embodiments the towel is rectan-
gular, although other shapes are not precluded.
[0052] In preferred embodiments all openings of the
towel can be aligned. In preferred embodiments four
openings can be aligned.
[0053] In preferred embodiments the openings can be
aligned in a manner such that the front and rear sides of
the towel do not come into direct contact with each other
after arranging of the engaging means through the open-
ings.
[0054] Described in a sixth aspect of the present in-
vention is a sitting means which comprises at least two
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towels, the towels each comprising at least two holes,
and which comprises at least one anchoring means
adapted to be arranged through the openings of the tow-
els and to be anchored in the ground, wherein the
number, the shape and dimensions of the towels, the
number and the positions of the holes in these towels
and the number and dimensions of the at least one an-
choring means are predetermined to enable forming of
a predefined pattern on the ground surface with the tow-
els.
[0055] The sitting means preferably comprises a plu-
rality of towels, a plurality of holes in each of these towels
and a plurality of anchoring means in order to define and
fix the predetermined pattern on the ground surface.
[0056] In preferred embodiments the predefined pat-
tern comprises at least one overlap zone between at least
two different towels.
[0057] In preferred embodiments the anchoring means
do not touch the ground surface when they are arranged
according to the predetermined pattern.
[0058] In preferred embodiments the anchoring means
do not protrude above the surface of the respective tow-
els when arranged.
[0059] In preferred embodiments each of the anchor-
ing means comprises at least two pin structures which
are adapted at their free outer ends to enable being driven
into the ground and which are connected at their other
outer ends to a towel holder adapted to be able to rest
on the upper surface of the one or more towels, so holding
these against the ground surface.
[0060] The pins of such anchoring means are prefer-
ably adapted to be struck into the ground by exerting
pressure on the holder.
[0061] In preferred embodiments the holder of at least
one of the anchoring means can be rolled up. In preferred
embodiments the holders of all anchoring means can be
rolled up.
[0062] In preferred embodiments the holder of at least
one anchoring means is rigid or non-deformable. In pre-
ferred embodiments the holders of all anchoring means
are rigid or non-deformable.
[0063] In preferred embodiments the towels are polyg-
onal and comprise at least one opening close to each
corner.
[0064] In preferred embodiments towels are rectangu-
lar and comprise one, two or three openings close to
each corner. In preferred embodiments towels are rec-
tangular and comprise one opening close to each corner.
In preferred embodiments towels are rectangular and
comprise two openings close to each corner. In preferred
embodiments towels are rectangular and comprise three
openings close to each corner.
[0065] In preferred embodiments the towels further
comprise openings along the edges of the towel, remote
from the corners of the towel.
[0066] In preferred embodiments the towels further
comprise openings in the interior of the towel, remote
from the corners and from the edges of the towel.

[0067] Described in a seventh aspect of the present
invention is a method for storing at least two towels to-
gether, wherein each of the towels for storing comprises
at least one opening, comprising of aligning at least one
opening of each of the towels and arranging an engaging
means through the aligned openings.
[0068] In preferred embodiments each of the towels
comprises a plurality of holes and at least two of the plu-
rality of holes of each of the towels are aligned.
[0069] In preferred embodiments two towels of the
same form can be stored together by bringing the front
sides of the respective towels into mutual contact, where-
in the holes of the first towel are aligned with the holes
in the second towel.
[0070] In preferred embodiments in which two towels
of the same form are stored together, at least two pairs
of aligned holes of the two towels are further aligned.
[0071] In preferred embodiments in which two towels
of the same form are stored together the two towels are
rectangular and comprise at least one hole in each of the
corners, and four pairs of aligned holes of the two towels
are further aligned.
[0072] In preferred embodiments the outer surface of
the stored towels is formed, after storing, by a rear side
of only one of the towels.
[0073] Described in an eighth aspect of the present
invention is a method for developing a sitting means ac-
cording to the sixth aspect, comprising of;

- predetermining a geometry of the sitting means;
- determining a number of towels, each of these towels

having a predetermined form, which can together
form the predetermined geometry when placed on a
ground surface in a predetermined manner;

- providing a predetermined number of openings at a
predetermined number of locations in the different
towels and providing a predetermined number of an-
chors of predetermined types, in a manner such that
the anchors can anchor the different towels in pre-
determined manner relative to the ground surface in
the predetermined geometry, through the openings
in the towels.

[0074] Further aspects of the present invention are de-
scribed in the dependent claims. The features of the de-
pendent claims, features of any of the dependent claims
and any of the features of other dependent claims can
be combined and deemed appropriate by the skilled per-
son, and not only in the specific combinations as defined
by the claims.
[0075] The accompanying drawings are used to illus-
trate embodiments of the present invention.
[0076] Reference symbols are chosen such that they
are the same for similar or the same elements or features
in different figures or drawings.
[0077] The above stated and other advantageous fea-
tures and objects of the invention will become more ap-
parent and the invention better understood as a result of
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the following detailed description when read in combina-
tion with the respective drawings.
[0078] The description of the aspects of the present
invention is given by means of specific embodiments and
with reference to, but not limited to, specific drawings.
The shown figures are only schematic and must be
deemed as being non-limitative. Specific elements or fea-
tures can for instance be represented out of proportion
or scale in relation to other elements.
[0079] Figure 1 shows a typical prior art situation. Tow-
el 1 lies on a ground surface of the beach, for instance
a sandy beach or a pebble beach, and here defines a
towel surface 10. Like most towels, the shown towel is
of rectangular shape and has four right angles 11, 12,
13, 14. This towel typically lies with its underside (or lower
surface) on the ground surface and has an upper side
(or upper surface) which remains clear of the ground sur-
face. The upper side hereby remains clean and provides
a comfortable location for the user. However, when there
is wind and/or people walk over the towel or displace or
move thereon, the position of the towel can change. It
can for instance also be blown upward such that a part
(for instance a corner of the towel) folds over. This can
result in ground material still getting onto the towel, which
may reduce user comfort. This can also further reduce
the available surface area of the towel. It can also change
the position of the towel, which is often undesirable. The
towel often has a determined position. A towel is some-
times arranged in the ground and must be arranged in a
well-considered position. The wind or other influences
can change this position such that the towel has to be
repositioned.
[0080] Figures 2A-2E show towels according to em-
bodiments of the present invention, although many other
embodiments are possible. This towel is preferably po-
lygonal, in this case rectangular, but can also have other
shapes. The towel does not necessarily have to comprise
corners and can also comprise a periphery with curves,
or for instance a single corner and a curve which mutually
connects the legs of the corner, or for instance two cor-
ners, the legs of which are mutually connected by means
of curves. The dimensions of a towel can for instance be
200 cm x 100 cm, or 200 cm x 130 cm, or 200 cm x 200
cm, although any dimensions are possible in principle.
This towel 1 can comprise one or more holes 2 in each
of its corners. Each corner can thus be provided with one
hole (see for instance Fig. 2B), two holes close to each
corner (see for instance Fig. 2A, 2E), or with three holes
close to each corner (see for instance Fig. 2C and 2D).
Holes can further also be provided along the sides of the
towel, remote from the corners (see for instance Fig. 2D,
2E). In a particular embodiment each corner can be pro-
vided with two holes close to the corner, each hole of
which is arranged along the sides define the associated
corner. There can also be three holes, wherein a third
hole is also arranged in addition to the two above defined
holes which is even closer to the corner than the two
other holes, such that the three holes together form two

legs which form a right angle to each other.
[0081] The holes can for instance be circular but can
also take other forms, such as for instance triangular,
quadrangular (for instance square, rectangular or rhom-
bic), polygonal (optionally regular), elliptic and so on. The
circular holes can have a diameter d of about 1 cm, about
1.5 cm, about 2 cm, although other values are also pos-
sible.
[0082] Figures 3A-3F and figure 14 show anchoring
devices or anchoring means according to the present
invention. These anchoring devices can comprise one or
more pins which are adapted to co-act with the holes in
the towel as defined for instance in figures 2A-2E. Figure
3C shows an anchor 3 comprising a pin 32 and towel
holder 31. The towel holder is fixed relative to the pin and
provides a surface which can hold the towel in place when
the pin is arranged through the hole in the towel. This
holder further preferably has a form which further allows
force to be exerted on this holder along the longitudinal
direction of the pin in order to drive this pin into the ground.
Figure 3D shows a further anchor according to embodi-
ments of the present invention, which is similar to the
embodiment of figure 3A but which further comprises a
screw structure along the pin, in other words wherein the
pin actually has a structure which is adapted to be
screwed into a determined ground, such as for instance
a sandy ground surface. In this embodiment holder 31
can be further adapted to facilitate grasping with a hand
when a rotating movement of the anchor must be per-
formed in order to screw this anchor into the ground. The
holder is here also adapted to hold the towel in place
when the anchor is arranged in suitable manner through
the towel and anchored into the ground. Figure 3A shows
a further embodiment in which the anchor comprises
more than one pin (32, 32’), both of which are connected
to each other by means of holder 31. This holder can
thus also function as a connecting piece between these
pins. This holder can further be adapted to allow pressure
to be exerted in the direction of the pin(s) in order to thus
drive the pin(s) into the ground. Figure 3B shows a further
variant of the anchor wherein three pins 32, 32’, 32" are
connected by means of a holder 31. Figure 3E shows a
further embodiment of the present invention wherein a
cross-shaped holder 31 is provided at the outer end of
each of the crossed arms with a pin 32. The holder can
be used for instance to position two adjacently lying tow-
els relative to each other. Other anchors can also be pro-
vided which are adapted to engage in openings of differ-
ent towels which have been developed for positioning in
a predetermined manner relative to each other. Figure
3F shows a further embodiment wherein the holder is
substantially T-shaped, and wherein the anchoring de-
vice comprises a pin 32 close to each of the outer ends
of the "T". The length H of the one or more pins can for
instance be about 5 cm, 6 cm, 7 cm, 8 cm, 9 cm, more
preferably about 10 cm, about 11 cm, 12 cm, 13 cm, 14
cm, about 15 cm, although shorter and longer pins are
not precluded and the appropriate length can vary as a
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function of for instance the relevant ground surface. The
width b of the holders can be for instance about 2 cm,
about 3 cm or about 4 cm, although other smaller or great-
er widths are also possible. The length 1 (optionally of a
leg) of the holder can be about 8 cm, 9 cm, 10 cm, 11
cm, 12 cm, although other lengths are also possible, as
can be appreciated by a skilled person. Different legs
can also comprise different lengths, as illustrated for in-
stance in Figure 3B by lengths 1 and 1’. 1 is preferably
equal to 1’. The embodiments of the "T" type can for in-
stance comprise a length L of the "horizontal" part of
about 15 cm, 16 cm, 17 cm, 18 cm, 19 cm, 20 cm, al-
though greater and smaller values are also possible.
The "vertical" part of the T, which lies perpendicularly of
the "horizontal" part and connects thereto close to the
centre thereof, can for instance have a length of 5 cm, 6
cm, 7 cm, 8 cm, 9 cm, 10 cm, although other values are
also possible.
[0083] Figure 14 shows a further embodiment wherein
the anchoring device comprises an L-shaped holder
which comprises two pins placed at the outer ends of the
legs of the L. This embodiment differs from the embodi-
ment shown in Figure 3B in that the pin close to the right
angle defined by the L-shape is not present. Note that
the holder can be adapted to extend during use as far as
a corner of the towel without comprising a pin in this cor-
ner (in respect of the towel without a hole in the corner).
[0084] Figures 4A and 4B show further embodiments
of the present invention, wherein the pin can correspond
to a pin as shown in figures 3A, B, C, E and F, but wherein
these anchors co-act with a socket 4 which is adapted
for driving into the ground on one side and which com-
prises on the other side a coupling means for coupling
to the anchors as described above (see for instance fig-
ure 4A). In this embodiment anchor 3 can once again
comprise a holder 31 which co-acts with a pin 32, which
is however provided with a screw thread (32*). This screw
thread can then co-act with a complementary screw
thread provided in socket (41) (see for instance figure
4B). Holder 31 can optionally be provided with a structure
which facilitates tightening of pin 32 into socket 4, such
as for instance two wings.
[0085] Figures 5A to 5C show further embodiments of
the present invention, wherein a towel comprises one
hole in each of the four corners, but wherein the towel
takes the form of a trapezium, but with two opposite sides
of equal length. A specifically considered choice of the
shape of the towel can allow storing of this towel in simple
manner. A trapezoidal towel can for instance be easily
rolled up such that two openings remain free on the outer
end of the rolled-up towel. The towel can then be easily
stored or carried by inserting an engaging means through
these free openings 2 after the towel has for instance
first been folded together and the openings aligned. This
engaging means can for instance be a ring which can
then be attached afterward to for instance a trouser buck-
le or rucksack.
[0086] Figures 6A to 6C show a further embodiment

of the present invention which illustrates a method for
storing a towel according to embodiments of the present
invention. This shown towel is of the rectangular type and
comprises one opening in each of the four corners (figure
6A). By folding the towel in two in lengthwise direction
the holes can be aligned two by two one over the other
(figure 6B). Further folding of the towel can ensure that
the four holes are aligned in one corner of the folded
towel (figure 6C). Through these aligned holes can then
be arranged an engaging means, such as for instance a
ring or cord, which can facilitate carrying of the towel.
[0087] Figure 7 shows a further embodiment of an-
chors according to the present invention. Pin 32 here
comprises its freestanding part at the top, and on the
other side a part adapted to be driven into the ground, a
screw thread 321, or an element with screw thread which
can couple to a modified nut such as a wing nut. Over
the screw thread can then be arranged a holder (not
shown) which is in turn tensioned fixedly by means of the
structure of the nut type (for instance the wing nut), herein
pressing downward and holding the towel fast. The nut
structure or the structure of screw thread type 6 can fur-
ther be integrated with holder 31 (in other words the struc-
ture can be part of the holder or form the holder) such
that the holder itself can be tightened over the pin pro-
vided with thread or element to which the pin is connect-
ed.
[0088] Figure 8 shows a further embodiment wherein
the towel has a substantially rectangular periphery, but
wherein a further flap 101 is provided at each corner
which protrudes from this rectangle. Each of these flaps
can be provided with an opening which allows fixing of
the towel relative to the ground surface.
[0089] Figure 9 describes a further embodiment of the
present invention. In embodiments the anchors or an-
choring means engage in openings lying substantially
close to the same corner of the towel. This is not strictly
essential however. In this figure an anchoring means is
shown which is adapted to engage in two different cor-
ners of a rectangular towel. This anchoring means allows
the towel to be held fixedly over a larger area. Holder 31
can here be rigid or non-deformable, or flexible. When a
roll-up tape is for instance used as holder, it can be easily
stored away. This holder can further also be rigid or non-
deformable such that a stronger securing of the towel to
the ground surface can be obtained. This holder can for
instance also consist of a strip of towelling fabric. This
holder can for instance also consist of a rigid or non-
deformable material. The holder can moreover be cov-
ered on its upper side facing away from the pin with a
material which increases comfort, such as for instance
towelling fabric. The anchors and anchoring devices ac-
cording to the present invention can be produced by
means of injection moulding. They can consequently
consist of one element comprising towel holder and pin
structure. When a flexible holder is chosen, a pin, which
is for instance produced by means of the injection mould-
ing technique, can be connected to the holder in other

11 12 



EP 2 532 285 A1

8

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

manner as known to the skilled person. In such embod-
iments the pin preferably has on its upper surface a form
adapted for the purpose of simplifying exertion of force
by hand or with a tool such as a hammer.
[0090] Figures 10A and 10B show embodiments of the
present invention, wherein the towel is further provided
around the opening with a covering. This covering (101,
101’) can for instance be provided in towelling fabric and
can conceal the opening from view. This covering can
further comprise an opening, such as for instance an in-
cision, particularly when this covering is permanent (is
for instance fixed above the opening). This covering can
for instance comprise two mutually adjacent and abutting
pieces of fabric which together cover the opening (figure
10B, 101, 101’). The covering can be made from one
piece when the anchoring means are fixed to the towel,
and so form an integrated part thereof. When however
the covering can be opened by means of for instance the
incision in the towelling fabric (or if two mutually adjacent
pieces of fabric are present (101,101’)), the anchor can
be driven into the ground through the opening, after which
the anchor holds (the corner of) the towel against the
ground surface. The one, two or more flaps (101,101’)
or the covering can then once again be arranged on top
of the holder such that the holder is also concealed from
view. The covering of the holder can also result in a safer
use of the anchoring means. The anchoring devices,
which in some embodiments are hard, could injure the
user or reduce the comfort of the user if they are not
shielded by means of a (softer) covering. Note that in the
embodiments shown in figure 10A the flaps 101 which
can be comprised in the towel do not themselves com-
prise any holes but are adapted and positioned to cover
a nearby opening in the towel.
[0091] Figures 11A and 11B show embodiments of the
present invention, wherein the one or more holes or open-
ings in the towel are reinforced. In figure 11A a reinforce-
ment is realized by means of a ring manufactured from
metal or plastic. In determined embodiments this ring can
be arranged in a towel which initially comprises no holes.
The ring can be pressed through the towel, herein cre-
ating an opening in the towel, and can then be further
deformed in order to further strengthen the edge of the
opening. In determined embodiments, after pressing out
of the opening in the towel, the ring can be further folded
shut around the edge of the opening such that the ring
has a first part adjoining the front side of the towel and a
second part adjoining the rear side of the towel which are
connected to each other via a part of the ring situated
along the side of the opening. Figure 11B shows another
form of reinforcement according to embodiments of the
present invention. This reinforcement can take place by
arranging an overlocking or stitching over the edge of the
opening. The openings can also be strengthened by be-
ing covered with a piece of fabric, this piece of fabric then
being sewn fixedly around the opening.
[0092] Figure 12 shows a further embodiment accord-
ing to a further aspect of the present invention, which

comprises an anchoring device for a towel lying on a
ground surface, comprising at least one pin structure
which is adapted at its free outer end to be arranged in
the ground under the towel (and can for instance be driv-
en therein) (preferably close to the edge of the towel or
in an opening in the towel according to embodiments of
the present invention) and comprising at its other outer
end a towel holder (which is for instance connected there-
to) which is adapted to engage on the edge of the towel
in order to thereby fix the towel against the ground sur-
face. This towel holder can for instance comprise a
groove or channel in which a towel (according to the prior
art or according to embodiments of the present invention)
can slide so as to be thus held fast. In accordance with
the embodiment, it can be the edge of the towel or the
edge of the opening in the towel which slides into the
groove or channel. The towel can be tensioned by further
orienting this anchoring device in suitable manner and/or
arranging thereof in suitable manner in the ground
through the openings in the towel (wherein the edge of
the opening in the towel is arranged in the groove or
channel). This is for instance possible by arranging for
example four such anchoring devices in holes close to
the for example four respective corners of the towel,
wherein the channels or grooves in the towel holders are
directed outward, for instance in a direction away from
the interior of the towel.
[0093] In other similar embodiments the towel holder
can comprise one or more clips which are adapted to
clamp the towel (for instance the edge thereof or the edge
of an opening in the towel). An example of suitable clips
is for instance a clip of the clothes-peg type. The clip can
comprise an upper and a lower jaw mounted pivotally
relative to the other by means of a shared pivot mutually
connecting the lower and upper jaw, and can further com-
prise a spring means adapted to push or pull the jaws
toward each other when they are moved apart. Both jaws
can for instance be provided with respective parts which
extend along the other side of the pivot but which are
connected to the respective jaws, the parts being adapt-
ed and arranged, when they are moved toward each oth-
er around the pivot, to move the jaws away from each
other so as to thus form an opening between the jaws in
which for instance the edge of the towel can be arranged.
When the parts are released, the jaws are preferably driv-
en toward each other by means of the spring means.
Other clips can also be used, as will be appreciated by
the skilled person.
[0094] Figures 13 and 14 show embodiments of the
present invention. The towel can be rectangular and can
comprise two openings close to its four corners, while it
can further comprise one opening along each of the sides
in the lengthwise direction of the towel (preferably half-
way along the length of the towel). L-shaped anchoring
means can be used close to the corners, comprising an
L-shaped holder and two pins, each positioned at one of
the outer ends of the two legs of the "L" (see for instance
figure 14). Anchoring means according to embodiments
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of the present invention as shown in for instance figure
3C (be it with square or rectangular elongate holder) can
further be used to fix the sides of the towel.
[0095] A further aspect of the present invention is de-
scribed in figure 15. Two towels (151, 152) having a spe-
cific shape so that they can together form a yin-yang sym-
bol are provided with holes around their periphery. The
sitting means as shown is preferably further provided with
eight anchoring means consisting of an elongate holder
connecting the non-free outer ends of two pins at a time,
and wherein the free outer ends of the pins can be ar-
ranged through the pairs of nearby holes. Some of these
pairs of holes are arranged along and in the edge of one
of the towels. Other pairs of holes are formed by posi-
tioning the towels in a predetermined manner relative to
each other such that for instance one hole of a first towel
is placed adjacently of one hole of a second towel, where-
in a holder can be arranged through these two holes, and
wherein this holder extends over portions of both towels.
In this embodiment eight similar anchoring means could
for instance be provided in order to fix the whole sitting
means comprising the two towels into the ground.
[0096] A further embodiment is described in figure 16,
wherein three towels are arranged in the form of an "L"
in a manner such that there is a first distance D between
a first (A) and a second (B) towel, and so that there is a
distance D’ between a second and a third (C) towel. The
anchoring means preferably also comprise two pins in
each case. Two different pairs of identical anchoring
means can for instance be provided, wherein the dis-
tance between the two pins is different for the two pairs.
By making a suitable choice of the positions of the holes,
the shape of the towels and the distance between the
two pins of the anchoring means, it is preferably possible
to ensure that the two towels touch each other (D = 0).
[0097] Figure 17A shows a further embodiment where-
in six towels, which are of the same form and comprise
in each case an opening in two adjoining corners, are
positioned relative to each other so as to thus form a
"flower" structure wherein six anchors engage over two
holes at a time. One of these holes is in a first towel and
the other hole is in a second towel.
[0098] Figure 17B illustrates that, for instance by var-
ying the distance between the two pins of the anchoring
means (for instance L1<L2), it is possible to provide for
an angle α between two rectangular towels of the same
form arranged adjacently of each other on the ground
surface, wherein for instance each of these towels com-
prises one opening in each of its relevant corners. At the
top they touch each other and at the bottom an opening
has been created between the sides of the towels laid
adjacently of each other.
[0099] Figure 18 illustrates a further aspect of the
present invention, wherein a method is described which
allows at least two towels to be stored away together.
The front side of a first towel (A) is brought into contact
with the front side of a second towel (B). The front side
can here be deemed as the side of the towel which does

not come into contact with the ground surface. These
towels are of the same form and have openings at cor-
responding locations. When the second towel is reversed
onto the first towel, the respective holes come to lie over
each other and are aligned so that in this case four pairs
of aligned holes are obtained. These four pairs of aligned
holes can in turn be aligned again, as shown in a possible
first step in figure 18C or at a later stage in figure 18D.
An engaging means can then be arranged through these
eight holes in order to thus complete storage. Note that
the rear side of one of the towels, for instance the rear
side of the first towel (A), is eventually situated on the
outside of the stored package.
[0100] Figure 19 describes a further embodiment
wherein an anchor as described in figure 3E can be used
to fix two towels relative to each other and the ground
surface, wherein the two towels have a predetermined
overlap, by further arranging holes at suitable positions
in the towels. Four corresponding holes have here been
arranged in both towels, three of which have been ar-
ranged along the edge of each towel and wherein a fourth
is arranged away from the edge toward the interior of the
towel.
[0101] Figure 20 describes a further embodiment
wherein two towels of the same form are placed adja-
cently of each other in lengthwise direction and wherein
the side of these towels overlap slightly, so that a strip-
like overlap (S) (see figure 21) is obtained between the
two towels. This strip-like overlap has for instance a con-
stant width. The rectangular towels are provided with
holes close to their four corners, and for instance also
along the edges in the lengthwise direction of the towel.
The holes are arranged at predetermined locations so
that, when laid down overlapping, a number of these
holes correspond and are aligned so that predetermined
corresponding anchors can be arranged in the ground
through the overlapping holes. As a result these anchors
can be used to fix two or more towels simultaneously
relative to the ground surface. In the specific example of
figure 20 the two towels are laid adjacently of each other
with an overlap of the width of the overlap strip of for
instance several to ten centimetres, and a number of
holes of the relevant towels are aligned in the zone of
overlap.
[0102] Figure 21 illustrates the use of a T-shaped an-
chor in the embodiment of figure 20, for instance as il-
lustrated in figure 3F, in order to fix two towels relative
to the ground surface close to the zone of overlap. The
anchor of figure 3E can also be used for this purpose.
Anchors as illustrated in figures 3A and 3B, as well as
other anchors, can further also be used to fix together
the two or more towels relative to the ground surface.
[0103] In the description of determined embodiments
according to the present invention different features have
sometimes been grouped in a single embodiment, figure
or description thereof, with the object of contributing to-
ward the understanding of one or more of the different
inventive steps. This may not be interpreted as if all fea-
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tures of the group must necessarily be present to resolve
a specific problem. Inventive aspects are not to be found
in all features of such a group of features present in the
description of a specific embodiment.
[0104] While some embodiments described herein
comprise some, but not other, features included in other
embodiments, combinations or features of different em-
bodiments are understood to be within the scope of the
invention, and to form different embodiments, as will be
understood by the skilled person.
[0105] While the principles of the invention have been
described above with reference to specific embodiments,
it must be clearly understood that this description has
been given only by way of example, and is not limitative
for the scope of protection defined by the appended
claims.

Claims

1. A sitting means comprising at least two towels, the
towels each comprising at least two holes, the sitting
means further comprising at least one anchoring
means adapted to be arranged through the openings
of the towels and to be anchored in the ground,
wherein the number, the shape and dimensions of
the towels, the number and the positions of the holes
in these towels and the number and dimensions of
the at least one anchoring means are predetermined
to enable forming of a predefined pattern on the
ground surface with the towels.

2. The sitting means according to claim 1, comprising
a plurality of towels, a plurality of holes in each of
these towels and plurality of anchoring means in or-
der to define and fix the predetermined pattern on
the ground surface.

3. The sitting means according to any of claims 1 to 2,
wherein said predefined pattern comprises at least
one overlap zone between at least two different tow-
els.

4. The sitting means according to any of the previous
claims, wherein the anchoring means do not touch
the ground surface when they are arranged accord-
ing to the predetermined pattern.

5. The sitting means according to any of the previous
claims, wherein the anchoring means do not pro-
trude above the surface of the respective towels
when arranged.

6. The sitting means according to any of the previous
claims, wherein each of the anchoring means com-
prises at least two pin structures which are adapted
at their free outer ends to enable being driven into
the ground and which are connected at their other

outer ends to a towel holder adapted to be able to
rest on the upper surface of the one or more towels,
so holding these against the ground surface.

7. The sitting means according to claim 6, wherein the
pins of such anchoring means are preferably adapt-
ed to be struck into the ground by exerting pressure
on the holder.

8. The sitting means according to claim 6 or 7, wherein
the holder of at least one of the anchoring means
can be rolled up.

9. The sitting means according to any of the previous
claims, wherein the holder of at least to any of claims
6 to 8 one anchoring means is rigid or non-deform-
able.

10. The sitting means according to any of the previous
claims, wherein the towels are polygonal and com-
prise at least one opening close to each corner.

11. The sitting means according to any of the previous
claims, wherein the towels further comprise open-
ings along the edges of the towel, remote from the
corners of the towel.

12. The sitting means according to any of the previous
cliams, wherein the towels further comprise open-
ings in the interior of the towel, remote from the cor-
ners and from the edges of the towel.
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