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(54) Folded sheet product and packaging arrangement

(57) A folded product and packaging arrangement
(200) utilizes quarter folded and interfolded sheets (100)
forming a more-or-less square or cube shaped stack/clip
(120) of interfolded sheets (100) closely matching the
inside profile of a substantially cube-shaped package
(202), substantially completely filling the package, and
allows the same number of sheets provided by former
packaging arrangements, which used rectangular sheets
folded into U-shaped clips, in a package with a substan-

tially square footprint and having only half the height of
the previous packages. Alternatively, the new folding ar-
rangement allows twice as many sheets to be provided
in the same size package used in prior approaches re-
quiring U-shaped folded clips of rectangular sheets.
Stacked packages (202) inside of a cover (400) may be
repositioned when an upper package is expended to
present tissue from a fresh box through the top of the
cover.
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Description

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED PATENT APPLI-
CATIONS

[0001] This patent application claims the benefit of U.S.
Provisional Patent Application No. 61/524,558, filed Au-
gust 17, 2011, the entire teachings and disclosure of
which are incorporated herein by reference thereto.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

[0002] This invention generally relates to folded sheet
products, and more particularly to folded sheet products
such as facial tissues dispensed from a pop-up type pack-
age.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0003] In current packaging for boutique/cubed car-
tons of interfolded facial tissue, the entire clip (or stack)
of rectangular-shaped interfolded tissue sheets is folded
in half, to form a U-shaped clip, and then inserted into a
cube-shaped box, in the manner disclosed in the follow-
ing U.S. patents: 3,881,632 to Early; 5,415,320 to North;
6,202,889 to Veith; and 6,685,050 to Schmidt. This ap-
proach to packaging results in substantial wasted volume
inside of the cube-shaped box, in areas such as around
the outer corners and in the center of the U-shaped clip,
because the sheets cannot be bent sharply enough to
totally fill the box and still allow extraction.
[0004] A standard box size for current packaging tech-
niques is approximately 4© inches wide, 4© inches long,
and 5 inches high. Such a typical box generally holds
70-90 sheets when the clip is folded into a U-shape. It is
desirable to provide an improved product having a larger
number of sheets available in the same volume as exist-
ing packages.
[0005] Another problem with the current type of pack-
aging is that, for tall cartons, some form of center support
must be provided for the U-shaped folded clip of tissue
in order to keep the center portion of the clip close enough
to the opening in the top of the package so that the sheets
will feed effectively all the way to the bottom of the stack.
The necessity for such a center support significantly in-
creases the complexity and cost of the box, the package
and the labor and cost required to produce the package.
Having unusable space in the packages produced by cur-
rent packaging methods and products is also environ-
mentally not friendly in that resources in the package are
not used to their full capability. Larger-than-necessary
packages also undesirably increases shipping and stor-
age costs, as well as undesirably increasing costs for
recycling and/or disposing of the packaging once the con-
tents are all dispensed.
[0006] U-shaped sheets are also somewhat difficult to
pull from the package with one hand, particularly when
the package is first opened and the sheets are tightly

packed, and when the package is almost empty and
doesn’t weigh enough for the sheet to be pulled out with-
out friction between the package and the sheet causing
the package to be lifted off of the surface upon which it
resting along with the tissue that the user is attempting
to remove from the package. As a result, users often
resort to a cover placed over the package to increase the
weight of the combined cover and package, and thereby
improve the dispensing characteristics. Such covers are
also sometimes used primarily for decorative purposes.
[0007] An improved packaging approach and/or prod-
uct addressing, among other things, one or more of the
problems described above is desirable.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0008] The invention provides a more efficient stacked
product and packaging arrangement therefor, through
the use of quarter folded and interfolded sheets forming
a more-or-less square or cube shaped stack/clip of inter-
folded sheets closely matching the inside profile of a sub-
stantially cube-shaped package. This new folding ar-
rangement substantially completely fills the package,
and allows the same number of sheets provided by
former packaging arrangements, which used rectangular
sheets folded into U-shaped clips, in a package with a
substantially square footprint and having only half the
height of the previous packages. Alternatively, the new
folding arrangement allows twice as many sheets to be
provided in the same size package used in prior ap-
proaches requiring U-shaped folded clips of rectangular
sheets.
[0009] By moving away from the prior rectangular-
shaped tissue profile, and using instead a new quarter
folded and interfolded approach, the same 70-90 sheets
of interfolded facial tissue can be packaged into a pack-
age such as a cardboard or paperboard box or a poly-
wrapped (e.g. cellophane wrapped) package that is half
the height of current packaging utilizing the U-shaped
folded clip. The new tissue folding pattern starts with an
essentially square sheet of tissue which is folded in half
a first time to form a rectangular shaped folded sheet,
and then the sheet is folded a second time to form an
approximately square folded sheet. The twice-folded
sheets are interfolded with one another to form an inter-
folded stack of sheets.
[0010] The invention thus provides a number of poten-
tial advantages. For example, the same number of sheets
currently provided in a package utilizing a U-shaped clip
can now be provided in a package one half of that size,
or alternately twice the number of facial tissues can be
provided in the same size package as is currently utilized.
This results in saving shipping costs for customers, shelf
space required for retailers, and a potential savings in
natural resources.
[0011] Furthermore, according to another aspect of the
invention, existing decorative tissue dispensers can be
used with the invention by simply inserting two boxes of
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tissue according to the invention into the dispenser, with
one box on top of the other. When the tissue in the top
box is exhausted, the top and bottom box are simply in-
terchanged, and tissue is dispensed from the top box
sitting on top of the lower empty box within the decorative
dispenser. Another advantage of this approach is that
the center supports utilized in prior packaging approach-
es to support the bight of the U-shaped clip of interfolded
tissue are not required, thus saving on cost and conserv-
ing resources.
[0012] A particular embodiment of the invention pro-
vides a folded product and package arrangement that
includes a stack of interfolded substantially square
sheets of tissues and a package. The substantially
square sheets of tissue are folded substantially in half a
first time along a first fold line to form a rectangular-
shaped, once-folded sheet having a double thickness,
and then having the once-folded, double thickness rec-
tangular sheet folded substantially in half a second time
about a second fold line extending substantially perpen-
dicular to the first fold line, to thereby form a twice-folded
sheet having a substantially square periphery having four
stacked panels of substantially one quarter the size of
the sheet before folding. These sheets are then interfold-
ed and the formed stack is not then U-shape folded. The
package has a substantially square footprint encompass-
ing the stack.
[0013] In one embodiment, the interfolded substantial-
ly square sheets of tissue have a single-fold configuration
wherein first and second panels of a sheet are positioned
within an upstream sheet and third and fourth panels of
the sheet are positioned within a downstream sheet.
[0014] In one embodiment, the second fold lines of the
interfolded sheets are parallel to one another.
[0015] In one embodiment, each sheet has an unfolded
width and an unfolded length of between about six and
ten inches and each panel has a length and a width of
between three inches and five inches.
[0016] In one embodiment, the package has a sub-
stantially square bottom defining the substantially square
footprint, the panels of the sheets are substantially par-
allel to the substantially square bottom.
[0017] In one embodiment, a width of the panels is sub-
stantially equal to a width of the bottom of the package
and a length of the panels is substantially equal to a length
of the bottom of the package. In one more particular em-
bodiment, the dimensions of the panels are no less than
85%, no less than 90% or no less than 95% of the cor-
responding dimensions of the bottom of the package. In
embodiments where the package is provided entirely by
a thin wrapper, the dimensions of the stack are substan-
tially equal to the dimensions of the package.
[0018] In one embodiment, the entire stack is not U-
shape folded within the package such that the panels of
each sheet remain parallel to the bottom of the package,
the bottom being opposite the side having the opening
through which the sheets are dispensed from the pack-
age.

[0019] In another embodiment, a product and packag-
ing arrangement including two or more folded product
and package arrangements and a cover is provided.
Each folded product and package arrangement includes
a stack of interfolded substantially square sheets of tis-
sue folded substantially in half a first time along a first
fold line to form a rectangular-shaped, once-folded sheet
having a double thickness, and then having the once-
folded, double thickness rectangular sheet folded sub-
stantially in half a second time about a second fold line
extending substantially perpendicular to the first fold line,
to thereby form a twice-folded sheet having a substan-
tially square periphery having four stacked panels of sub-
stantially one quarter the size of the sheet before folding;
and a package having a substantially square footprint
encompassing the stack. The cover is adapted to sit over
the stacked product and package arrangements and has
an opening in a top end thereof for access to tissues
dispensed from a top one of the stacked product and
package arrangements.
[0020] In one embodiment, a lower one of the stacked
product and package arrangements has dispensed sub-
stantially all of the product enclosed therein and supports
at least one of the stacked product and package arrange-
ments as the product is dispensed therefrom.
[0021] In one embodiment, the package of each folded
product and package arrangement has rigid sidewalls to
support the upper one of the stacked products after all
of product enclosed therein has been dispensed as the
product is being dispensed from the supported one of
the product and package arrangement. The rigid side-
walls may provide self-supporting characteristics to the
package.
[0022] In one embodiment, the cover has a bottom
opening sized larger than the square footprint of the pack-
ages, the bottom opening being on in a bottom end op-
posite the opening in the top end.
[0023] A method for using a product and package ar-
rangement as described above is provided. the method
includes sequentially performing the steps of: a) covering
a stack of the two or more product and package arrange-
ments; b) dispensing tissue through the top of the cover
from an uppermost one of the stacked product and pack-
age arrangements; c) exchanging placement in the stack
or the uppermost one of the product and package ar-
rangements with another one of the product and package
arrangements in the stack; and d) dispensing tissue
through the top of the cover from the another one of the
stacked product and package arrangements.
[0024] Other aspects, objects and advantages of the
invention will be apparent from the written description
herein and the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0025] The accompanying drawings illustrate several
aspects of exemplary embodiments of the present inven-
tion and, together with the description, serve to explain

3 4 



EP 2 559 635 A1

4

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

the invention. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is top simplified illustration of a sheet accord-
ing to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a top simplified illustration of the sheet of
FIG. 1 after it has been once folded;

FIG. 3 is a top simplified illustration of the sheet of
FIG. 2 after it has been twice folded to form four
panels of equal size;

FIG. 4 is a simplified and exaggerated side view il-
lustration of the twice folded sheet of FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 is a side view illustration of a partial stack or
clip of interfolded sheets showing the single-fold pat-
tern of interfolding according to an embodiment of
the present invention;

FIG. 6 is a simplified side view illustration of a product
and packaging arrangement according to an embod-
iment of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a simplified side view illustration of a prior
art product and packaging arrangement using non-
square rectangular folded sheets having a length
that is significantly greater than a length of the pack-
age in which the sheets are stored such that the
sheets must be placed in the packaging in a U-
shaped configuration. FIGS. 6 and 7 are considered
to have the same number of sheets;

FIG. 8 is a bottom view illustration of the package of
the product and packaging arrangement of FIG. 7
showing the similar shape and size for the footprint
of the package as compared to the footprint of the
quarter-folded sheet of FIG. 3;

FIG. 9 is a cross-section illustration of a pair of prod-
uct and packaging arrangements positioned within
a cover;

FIG. 10 is a cross-sectional illustration of FIG. 9
showing the top product and packaging arrangement
substantially exhausted of its product; and

FIG. 11 is similar to FIG. 10 but has the top and
bottom packages of FIG. 10 switched so that the
empty package supports the still full product and
package arrangement.

[0026] While the invention is described herein in con-
nection with certain exemplary embodiments, there is no
intent to limit it to those embodiments. On the contrary,
the intent is to cover all alternatives, modifications and
equivalents as included within the spirit and scope of the
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0027] Exemplary embodiments of the invention are
described above and shown in the accompanying draw-
ings.
[0028] FIG. 1 is a simplified illustration of a sheet 100
according to an embodiment of the present invention pri-
or to being folded and interfolded with one or more sec-
ond or third sheets of similar form. When the sheet 100
is finally folded, it will be quarter folded to provide for
improved packaging in a package 200, see e.g. FIG. 6
over prior art designs.
[0029] The sheet 100 has a width W and a length L in
its unfolded state as illustrated in FIG. 1. The illustrated
sheet, preferably, has a substantially square profile such
that the width W and length L are substantially equal to
one another such that the sheet 100 begins with a sub-
stantially square outer periphery. However, it is contem-
plated that in alternative embodiments, the width W and
length L may be different such that sheet 100 has a sub-
stantially rectangular outer periphery.
[0030] The sheet 100 generally has four edges 106A-
106D. The first and second edges 106A, 106B extend
between the third and fourth edges 106C, 106D while
the third and fourth edges 106C, 106D extend between
the first and second edges 106A, 106B. The first and
second edges 106A, 106B are generally parallel to one
another and extend generally perpendicular to the third
and fourth edges 106C, 106D, which also extend parallel
to one another.
[0031] FIG. 2 illustrates sheet 100 after a first folding
step where the sheet has been folded in half about a first
fold line 102. The sheet 100 has now been folded in half
to form a rectangular-shaped, once folded sheet having
a double thickness. More particularly, there are now two
interconnected panels that overlap one another having
the rectangular shape generally illustrated in FIG. 2. The
two panels are connected to one another by first fold line
102.
[0032] The first fold line 102 runs substantially perpen-
dicular to first and second edges 106A and 106B of sheet
100, which are on opposite sides of sheet 100. The first
fold line 102 runs substantially parallel to third and fourth
edges 106C and 106D of sheet 100, which are on oppo-
site sides of sheet 100 and that run perpendicular to first
and second edges 106A and 106B. In FIG. 2, a first half
of the first and second edges 106A, 106B, respectively,
overlaps a second half of the corresponding one of the
first and second edges 106A, 106B. As such, the width
W1 of this once-folded sheet is half of width W of the un-
folded sheet 100 (FIG. 1). Further, third edge 106C lays
on top of fourth edge 106D. Thus, fourth edge 106D is
illustrated with a dashed lead line for reference number
106D. The length of this once-folded sheet remains the
same as the original unfolded sheet 100.
[0033] FIG. 3 illustrates sheet 100 after a second fold-
ing step where the sheet 100 has been folded about a
second fold line 104, which is substantially perpendicular
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to first fold line 102 and perpendicular to third and fourth
edges 106C, 106D. The previously previous rectangular-
shaped, once-folded sheet having a double thickness
(i.e. two interconnected panels) has been folded in half
about second fold line 104 to form a twice-folded sheet.
In the twice-folded state, the sheet 100 forms four stacked
and interconnected panels of substantially one-quarter
the size of the sheet 100 before folding. This twice-folded
state of sheet 100 can also be referred to as "quarter-
folded."
[0034] Due to this folding step, the first edge 106A,
now overlaps the second edge 106B and the third and
fourth edges 106C, 106D are now folded in half. Further,
first fold line 102 forms one side of the peripheral shape
of the quarter folded sheet 100 and second fold line 104
forms another, perpendicular, side of the peripheral
shape of the quarter folded sheet 100.
[0035] Each of the four panels has a substantially rec-
tangular periphery, square in the illustrated embodiment,
having a width W1 that is one-half of the width W of the
original sheet 100, due to the first folding operation about
first fold line 102, and a length L1 that is one-half of the
length L of the original sheet 100, due to the second fold-
ing operation about the second fold line 104.
[0036] FIG. 4 is a schematic simplified and exaggerat-
ed side view of the sheet 100 when viewed about arrow
110 of FIG. 3 and generally parallel to second fold line
104 and first and second edges 106A, 106B.
[0037] FIG. 5 is a simplified illustration of a portion of
a stack 120 or clip of interfolded, quarter folded sheets
100A-100E. Here, adjacent sheets are interfolded along
the second fold line of each sheet to form a single-fold
pattern of interfolded sheets. With the sheets 100A-100E
being quarter folded, other than the first and last sheet
in the clip or stack, each sheet receives four quarter pan-
els in the opening 122B-122D formed by the sheet. More
particularly, two overlapped panels of an upstream sheet
and two overlapped panels of a downstream sheet are
received in opening 122B-122D formed by a particular
sheet. In other words, a double thickness of each adja-
cent sheet is received in each opening of an individual
sheet. Further, other than the first and second sheets
100A, 100E, two overlapped panels of a given sheet 100
are positioned within the opening 122 of the immediately
upstream sheet 100 while the other two overlapped pan-
els of the sheet 100 are positioned within the opening
122 of the immediately downstream sheet 100. While
shown in FIG. 5 with significant spacing between adja-
cent sets of panels, this is merely done for illustrative
purposes. Typically, the panels will lay flat on top of one
another. Again, FIG. 5 is exaggerated for illustrative pur-
poses. This exaggeration and simplification has been
used in numerous of the following illustrations as well.
[0038] Because the sheets are interfolded along the
second fold lines 104, the second fold line 104 of the
sheets form the left and right sides of the stack of sheets.
In this configuration, the second fold lines 104 of all the
sheets are parallel to one another. The sheets that open

to the right have their second fold line forming the left
side of the stack and the sheets that open to the left have
their second fold line forming the right side of the stack.
It should be noted that left and right as used herein are
merely used to describe relative orientation only.
[0039] FIG. 6 is a schematic representation of a prod-
uct and packaging arrangement 200 according to an em-
bodiment of the present invention. The product and pack-
aging arrangement 200 includes a stack 120 of interfold-
ed, quarter folded sheets 100 within a package 202. Fur-
ther, the package 202 is typically formed from folded
cardboard or paperboard such that it is generally rigid
such as is known in standard packaging. Prior to being
shipped, these product and packaging arrangements
200 will be wrapped, typically, in a cellophane wrapper.
[0040] In an alternative embodiment, the package 202
could be provided solely by a wrapper formed from cel-
lophane or other thin polymeric material, also referred to
as a polywrap. In such an embodiment, the thin wrapper
will include an opening in the top thereof. The opening
could be provided by a die-cut or perforated slit or panel
that can be opened by the user to access the sheets
stored therein.
[0041] In some embodiments, an attachment device
may be placed to the outside of the package 202 to secure
the entire product and packaging arrangement 200 to an
object such as the dashboard of a car, a wall in a bath-
room, under a desk, etc. For instance, the attachment
device could be double sided non-marring tape, could be
hook or loop material, or other adhesive type material or
mechanism.
[0042] The package 202 includes an opening 204 in a
top 206 thereof through which sheets are dispensed from
the package 202. When one sheet is pulled through the
opening 204 a portion of the next sheet in the stack 120
is drawn out of the opening due to the interfolded rela-
tionship between adjacent sheets. The foot print of the
package 202 generally defined by the bottom 208 and
top 206 of the package is substantially the same as the
foot print of the stack 120 when the stack 120 is not po-
sitioned within the internal cavity 212 of the package 202.
With reference to FIG. 8, the bottom 208 of package 202
is illustrated and is substantially the same in shape and
size as the foot print defined by the twice folded, quarter
folded sheet 100 of FIG. 3. The width W2 and length L2
of the package 202 defined, in this instance, by the bot-
tom 208 is substantially equal to or slightly larger than
the width W1 and length L1 of the twice folded quarter
folded sheet 100 of FIG. 3. For instance, the dimensions
of the foot print of the package 202 may be greater than
the dimensions of the quarter folded panels of sheet 1
by 35% or less. Preferably, the dimensions of the foot
print of the package 202 are less than 25% greater than
the dimension of the quarter folded panels. Even more
preferably, the dimensions of the foot print of the pack-
ages 202 is less than 10 % greater than the dimensions
of the quarter folded panels.
[0043] Due to the relative size and shape of the foot
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print of the package 202 and the dimensions of the quar-
ter folded sheets, the panels of the individual sheets re-
main substantially horizontal within the package 202.
This is unlike the prior art product and packaging arrange-
ment 300 illustrated in FIG. 7 and as discussed above.
In the illustrated embodiment, because the sheets are
better sized for the package in which they are positioned,
there is not wasted space within the internal cavity 212
of the package 202. It is noted that the prior art has a
stack of sheets that are only once folded in half and thus
the length of the sheets is greater than the length of the
package. Further, the two product and package arrange-
ments 200 and 300 have the same number of sheets.
[0044] Due to the better use of space within the pack-
age 202, each package 202 has a height H that is ap-
proximately one half the height H1 of package 302 of the
prior art.
[0045] FIG. 9 illustrates a further benefit of embodi-
ments of the present invention. More particularly, due to
the reduced height H of the package 202 due to the quar-
ter folded sheets, two product and package arrange-
ments 200 can be positioned in a single cover 400. This
provides multiple improvements over the prior art.
[0046] First, the height between the bottom 208 of the
package 202 and the top of the package 206 for the par-
ticular product and package arrangement 200A from
which product is being dispensed is reduced in half such
that there is no need to provide any internal support for
keeping the end portion of the sheets of the stack close
enough to the opening in the top of the package so that
the sheets will feed effectively from the package 202 all
the way to the bottom of the stack, such as illustrated in
FIG. 9.
[0047] Additionally, twice as many sheets may be load-
ed into a single cover 400. More particularly, as illustrated
in FIGS. 9 and 10, two product and package arrange-
ments 200 can be stacked within a prior art cover 400
such that twice as many sheets can be loaded into the
cover 400. Cover 400 includes an opening 402 in a top
404 thereof through which sheets 100 are accessed and
dispensed from a corresponding package 202.
[0048] Once, the sheets in the top product and pack-
age arrangement 200A have all been or substantially all
been dispensed from the package 202A, such as illus-
trated in FIG. 10, the emptied package 202A can be
switched with the bottom product and package arrange-
ment 200B, as illustrated in FIG. 11. In FIG. 11, the empty
package 202A now supports the bottom product and
package arrangement 200B from which sheets are now
being dispensed.
[0049] An embodiment of the present invention also
relates to the use of such an arrangement. One such
method includes covering a stack of one or more product
and package arrangements 200 with a cover 400. Next,
sheets are dispensed through the top 404 of the cover
400 from the upper most one of the stacked product and
package arrangements 200. Once all or substantially all
of the sheets of the upper most one of the stacked product

and package arrangements 200 is exhausted, the pack-
age 202 of that upper most product and package arrange-
ment 200 is exchanged with another one of the product
and package arrangements 200 in the stack of product
and package arrangements 200, and particularly one of
the product and package arrangements 200 whose
sheets have not been exhausted. Thereafter, sheets 100
are dispensed from other one of the product and package
arrangements 200.
[0050] While the method and embodiments using
stacks of product and package arrangements uses two
product and package arrangements, alternative embod-
iments may utilize more than two product and package
arrangements in the stack.
[0051] All references, including publications, patent
applications, and patents cited herein are hereby incor-
porated by reference to the same extent as if each ref-
erence were individually and specifically indicated to be
incorporated by reference and were set forth in its entirety
herein.
[0052] The use of the terms "a" and "an" and "the" and
similar referents in the context of describing the invention
(especially in the context of the following claims) is to be
construed to cover both the singular and the plural, unless
otherwise indicated herein or clearly contradicted by con-
text. The terms "comprising," "having," "including," and
"containing" are to be construed as open-ended terms
(i.e., meaning "including, but not limited to,") unless oth-
erwise noted. Recitation of ranges of values herein are
merely intended to serve as a shorthand method of re-
ferring individually to each separate value falling within
the range, unless otherwise indicated herein, and each
separate value is incorporated into the specification as
if it were individually recited herein. All methods de-
scribed herein can be performed in any suitable order
unless otherwise indicated herein or otherwise clearly
contradicted by context. The use of any and all examples,
or exemplary language (e.g., "such as") provided herein,
is intended merely to better illuminate the invention and
does not pose a limitation on the scope of the invention
unless otherwise claimed. No language in the specifica-
tion should be construed as indicating any non-claimed
element as essential to the practice of the invention.
[0053] Preferred embodiments of this invention are de-
scribed herein, including the best mode known to the
inventor for carrying out the invention. Variations of those
preferred embodiments may become apparent to those
of ordinary skill in the art upon reading the foregoing de-
scription. The inventor expects skilled artisans to employ
such variations as appropriate, and the inventors intend
for the invention to be practiced otherwise than as spe-
cifically described herein. Accordingly, this invention in-
cludes all modifications and equivalents of the subject
matter recited in the claims appended hereto as permit-
ted by applicable law. Moreover, any combination of the
above-described elements in all possible variations
thereof is encompassed by the invention unless other-
wise indicated herein or otherwise clearly contradicted
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by context.

Claims

1. A folded product and package arrangement, com-
prising:

a stack of interfolded substantially square
sheets of tissue folded substantially in half a first
time along a first fold line to form a rectangular-
shaped, once-folded sheet having a double
thickness, and then having the once-folded,
double thickness rectangular sheet folded sub-
stantially in half a second time about a second
fold line extending substantially perpendicular
to the first fold line, to thereby form a twice-folded
sheet having a substantially square periphery
having four stacked panels of substantially one
quarter the size of the sheet before folding; and
a package having a substantially square foot-
print encompassing the stack.

2. The folded product and package arrangement of
claim 1, wherein the interfolded substantially square
sheets of tissue have a single-fold configuration
wherein first and second the panels of a sheet are
positioned within an upstream sheet and third and
fourth panels of the sheet are positioned within a
downstream sheet.

3. The folded product and package arrangement of
claim 1 or claim 2, wherein the second fold lines of
the sheets are parallel to one another.

4. The folded product and package arrangement of
claim 1 or claim 2 or claim 3, wherein each sheet
has an unfolded width and an unfolded length of be-
tween about 6 and 10 inches and each panel has a
length and a width of between three inches and five
inches.

5. The folded product and package arrangement of any
preceding claim, wherein the package has a sub-
stantially square bottom defining the substantially
square footprint, the panels of the sheets being sub-
stantially parallel to the substantially square bottom.

6. The folded product and package arrangement of
claim 5, wherein a width of the panels is substantially
equal to a width of the bottom of the package and a
length of the panels is substantially equal to a length
of the bottom of the package.

7. The folded product and package arrangement of
claim 6, wherein

(i) the dimensions of the panels are no less than

eight-five percent of the corresponding dimen-
sions of the bottom of the package; or
(ii) the dimensions of the panels are no less than
ninety percent of the corresponding dimensions
of the bottom of the package; or
(iii) the dimensions of the panels are no less than
ninety-five percent of the corresponding dimen-
sions of the bottom of the package.

8. The folded product and package arrangement of any
preceding claim, wherein the entire stack is not U-
shape folded within the package.

9. The folded product and package arrangement of any
preceding claim, wherein the package is formed from
a rigid packaging that is generally self-supporting.

10. The folded product and package arrangement of any
preceding claim, wherein the packages are formed
from a thin film.

11. A product and packaging arrangement comprising:

two or more folded product and package ar-
rangements, each folded product and package
arrangement comprising:

a stack of interfolded substantially square
sheets of tissue folded substantially in half
a first time along a first fold line to form a
rectangular-shaped, once-folded sheet
having a double thickness, and then having
the once-folded, double thickness rectan-
gular sheet folded substantially in half a sec-
ond time about a second fold line extending
substantially perpendicular to the first fold
line, to thereby form a twice-folded sheet
having a substantially square periphery
having four stacked panels of substantially
one quarter the size of the sheet before fold-
ing; and
a package having a substantially square
footprint encompassing the stack; and
a cover adapted to sit over the stacked prod-
uct and package arrangements and having
an opening in a top end thereof for access
to tissues dispensed from a top one of the
stacked product and package arrange-
ments.

12. The product and packaging arrangement of claim
11, wherein, a lower one of the stacked product and
package arrangements has dispensed substantially
all of the product enclosed therein.

13. The product and packaging arrangement of claim
12, wherein the package of each folded product and
package arrangement has rigid sidewalls to support
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the upper one of the stacked products after all of
product enclosed therein has been dispensed.

14. The product and packaging arrangement of claim
11, wherein the cover has a bottom opening sized
larger than the square footprint of the packages, the
bottom opening being on in a bottom end opposite
the opening in the top end.

15. A method for using a product and package arrange-
ment including two or more folded product and pack-
age arrangements and a cover, each folded product
and package arrangement including a stack of inter-
folded substantially square sheets of tissue and a
package, the stack of interfolded substantially
square sheets of tissue being folded substantially in
half a first time along a first fold line to form a rec-
tangular-shaped, once-folded sheet having a double
thickness, and then having the once-folded, double
thickness rectangular sheet folded substantially in
half a second time about a second fold line extending
substantially perpendicular to the first fold line, to
thereby form a twice-folded sheet having a substan-
tially square periphery having four stacked panels of
substantially one quarter the size of the sheet before
folding, the package having a substantially square
footprint encompassing the stack, the cover is adapt-
ed to sit over the stacked product and package ar-
rangements and having an opening in a top end
thereof for access to tissues dispensed from a top
one of the stacked product and package arrange-
ments, the method comprising sequentially perform-
ing the steps of:

(a) covering a stack of the two or more product
and package arrangements;
(b) dispensing tissue through the top of the cover
from an uppermost one of the stacked product
and package arrangements;
(c) exchanging placement in the stack or the up-
permost one of the product and package ar-
rangements with another one of the product and
package arrangements in the stack; and
(d) dispensing tissue through the top of the cover
from the another one of the stacked product and
package arrangements.
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