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(54) Covering material and method for manufacturing such a covering material

(57) The present invention relates to a covering ma-
terial (1) comprising a carrier material (2) made of PVC-
coated yarns, in which said covering material (1) com-

prises one or more flocked zones. By providing such
zones on the covering material (1) made of PVC-coated
yarns, the sitting comfort of the furniture which is covered
with such a material will increase significantly.
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Description

[0001] The present invention relates to, on the one
hand, a covering material comprising a carrier material
made of PVC-coated yarns. On the other hand, the
present invention relates to a method for manufacturing
such a covering material.
[0002] The covering material according to the present
invention can, inter alia, be used as covering for both
outdoor furniture, such as for example beanbags, loung-
ers, chairs and the like, and as covering for indoor furni-
ture, without thereby wanting to limit the possible uses
of the present invention.
[0003] Covering material which is made of PVC-coated
yarn has already been commercially available for a con-
siderable time. Due to its weatherproof nature and its
resistance to tearing, such covering material is often used
as self-supporting textile for outdoor furniture. Despite its
many good properties, furniture which is covered with
covering material made of PVC-coated yarn has the con-
siderable drawback that the sitting comfort is inadequate.
[0004] It is therefore an object of the present invention
to provide a covering material which, in use, will consid-
erably improve the sitting comfort for the user.
[0005] The object of the invention is achieved by pro-
viding a covering material comprising a carrier material
made of PVC-coated yarns, in which said covering ma-
terial comprises one or more flocked zones. By providing
such zones on the covering material made of PVC-coat-
ed yarns, the sitting comfort of the furniture which is cov-
ered with such a material will increase significantly.
[0006] Within the context of the present invention, the
term "flocked zones" is understood to mean: zones in the
covering material which comprise flock fibres which are
secured to the carrier material by means of an adhesive
connection. The flock fibres in question are preferably
made of polyester, polyamide, viscose or cotton. The
flock fibres are water- and dirt-repellent.
[0007] In a preferred embodiment of the covering ma-
terial according to the invention, said zones comprise
flock fibres which have a thickness in the range between
1 dTex and 5 dTex. In particular, said zones comprise
flock fibres which have a length between 0.1 mm and 5
mm. In particular, said flock fibres are attached to the
carrier material by means of an adhesive connection. The
adhesive connection used is more particularly suitable
to attach the flock fibres to PVC-coated yarns. The ad-
hesive used is conductive, elastic and weather-proof.
[0008] According to a more particular embodiment of
the covering material according to the invention, said car-
rier material is a woven, knitted or interwoven material.
[0009] Another object of the present invention relates
to a method for manufacturing a covering material for
furniture, which method comprises the following steps:

- supplying a carrier material made from PVC-coated
yarn;

- applying a conductive adhesive layer to at least one

zone of the carrier material supplied;
- applying flock fibres to the zones provided with ad-

hesive by means of an electrostatic field;
- drying the carrier material.

[0010] The present invention will now be explained in
more detail with reference to the following detailed de-
scription of some embodiments of the covering material
according to the present invention. This description and
these examples are solely intended to give an explana-
tion and to indicate further advantages and particulars of
these coverings according to the invention, and can
therefore by no means be interpreted as a limitation of
the area of application of the invention or of the patent
rights defined in the claims.
[0011] In this detailed description, reference numerals
are used to refer to the attached drawings, in which:

- Fig. 1 diagrammatically shows the covering material
according to the invention;

- Fig. 2 diagrammatically shows the method according
to the invention.

[0012] The covering material (1) according to the
present invention and as illustrated diagrammatically in
Fig. 1 is composed of a covering material (2), made of
PVC-coated yarns. The covering material (2) may be a
woven, knitted or interwoven material. Covering materi-
als (1) made from such a material have already been
commercially available for a considerable time, mainly
as a self-supporting textile for outdoor furniture. Howev-
er, a recurring complaint from consumers about these is
that the sitting comfort of this known covering material is
not satisfactory. According to the present invention, this
problem is solved by providing the covering material (2)
with one or more zones which comprise short fibres, so-
called flock fibres (3). The presence of such "flocked"
zones will significantly improve the sitting comfort of the
furniture which is covered with such a material.
[0013] The flock fibres (3) used are made of polyester,
polyamide, viscose or cotton, preferably have a thickness
in the range from 1 dTex to 5 dTex, and a length of be-
tween 0.1 mm and 5 mm. The thinner the fibres (3), the
softer the flocked surface is to the touch. It is important
that the flock fibres (3) meet stringent criteria regarding
colourfastness and rubbing fastness.
[0014] The way in which the covering material (1) ac-
cording to the invention is formed is diagrammatically
illustrated in Fig. 1. In this case, a carrier material (2) is
provided with a conductive adhesive layer by means of
a coating system (5) and template (6). Using an electrode
(7), the flock fibres (3) are charged electrostatically and
hurled at the conductive adhesive layer in this state. As
a result of the charge in the fibre and the vibration of the
carrier material, all the flock fibres (3) will stand upright.
After the flock fibres (3) have been applied, the unit will
be cured in a drying device (8) to form the flocked end
product (1).
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[0015] The covering material (1) according to the
present invention is self-supporting, water-permeable,
dirt-repellent and offers good sitting comfort. It is prefer-
ably used as covering for both outdoor furniture, such as
for example beanbags, loungers, chairs and the like, and
as covering for indoor furniture.

Claims

1. Covering material (1) comprising a carrier material
(2) made of PVC-coated yarns, characterized in
that said covering material (1) comprises one or
more flocked zones.

2. Covering material (1) according to Claim 1, charac-
terized in that said zones comprise flock fibres (3)
which have a thickness in the range between 1 dTex
and 5 dTex.

3. Covering material (1) according to Claim 1 or 2, char-
acterized in that said zones comprise flock fibres
(3) which have a length between 0.1 mm and 5 mm.

4. Covering material (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that said carrier
material (2) is a woven, knitted or interwoven mate-
rial.

5. Covering material (1) according to one of the pre-
ceding claims, characterized in that said flock fibres
(3) are made of polyester, polyamide, viscose or cot-
ton.

6. Covering material (1) according to one of Claims 2
to 5, characterized in that said flock fibres (3) are
attached to the carrier material by means of an ad-
hesive connection.

7. Method for manufacturing a covering material (1) for
furniture, characterized in that the method compris-
es the following steps:

- supplying a carrier material (2) made from
PVC-coated yam;
- applying a conductive adhesive layer (4) to at
least one zone of the carrier material (2) sup-
plied;
- applying flock fibres (3) to the zones provided
with adhesive by means of an electrostatic field;
- drying the carrier material (2).
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