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(54) Laundry dryer comprising a condensate storing container

(57) The invention relates to a laundry dryer compris-
ing a condensate storing container, and a method of
draining condensate from the storing container, the con-
densate storing container (2) having a container main
body (28) for storing condensate formed in the laundry
dryer producing condensate, the container (2) compris-
ing a coupling device arranged at an opening (4) of the
container main body and adapted to couple to a mating
coupling device of the laundry dryer, wherein the coupling
device comprises a valve (6) arranged at the container
opening for opening and closing the container opening
(4), wherein the valve (6) comprises a valve body (10)
having a first sealing surface and valve element (8) hav-
ing a second sealing surface, wherein the valve element

(8) is received in the valve body (10) and is biased by a
spring element such that the second sealing surface is
biased against the first sealing surface in the closed valve
state, wherein the valve element (8) is adapted to be
actuated against the biasing force of the spring element
when coupling the coupling device and the mating cou-
pling device of the laundry dryer, and wherein at least a
portion of the valve element (8) has a hollow profile shape
comprising passages through the profile wall for passing
the condensate in the open valve state, wherein the con-
densate storing container (2) has exactly and only one
opening (4) between the exterior and the interior of the
container (2) for passing the condensate through the cou-
pling device in order to drain the condensate from the
condensate storing container (2).
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Description

[0001] The invention relates to a laundry dryer com-
prising a condensate storage container.
[0002] DE 42 38 546 A1 discloses a laundry dryer com-
prising an extractable condensate storage container lo-
cated at a lower portion of the dryer. The storage con-
tainer has an inlet opening comprising a valve which is
connected to a sump container of the dryer to receive
condensate during a drying operation. To receive and
keep more water in the storage container, the inlet of the
sump container is connected to a portion of a process air
channel being under high pressure, such that the high
pressure pushes more water into the storage container.
The container further comprises at an upper portion an
air vent opening to relief air when collecting condensate.
EP 1 914 340 B1 discloses a laundry dryer comprising
an extractable condensate storing container. The storing
container comprises a safety valve to connect a terminal
portion of a draining circuit of the dryer to the storing
container. When the storing container is removed from
the dryer the valve is in a closed state and when the
container is inserted the valve is opened by the insert
movement. The safety valve prevents accidental spillage
of the stored liquid when the container is not inserted in
its seat.
[0003] It is an object of the invention to provide a laun-
dry dryer comprising an improved condensate storage
container.
[0004] According to the invention, a laundry dryer com-
prises a condensate storing container, wherein the con-
densate storing container has a container main body for
storing condensate formed in the laundry dryer, i.e. a
condenser dryer. The container comprises a coupling de-
vice arranged at an opening of the container main body
which is adapted to couple to a mating coupling device
of the laundry dryer. The coupling device of the container
comprises a valve arranged at the container opening for
opening and closing the container opening. The valve
comprises a valve body having a first sealing surface and
a valve element having a second sealing surface. The
valve element is received in the valve body and is biased
by a spring element such that the second sealing surface
is biased against the first sealing surface when the valve
is in the closed valve state. The valve element is adapted
to be actuated against the biasing force of the spring
element when coupling the coupling device and the mat-
ing coupling device of the laundry dryer.
[0005] Preferably at least a portion of the valve element
has a hollow profile shape, for example at least a portion
of the valve element is formed as a hollow cylinder or as
a hollow profile having e.g. a square, rectangular, elliptic
or circular cross section. The valve element comprises
passages through the profile wall for passing or let pass
the condensate in the open valve state. The condensate
storing container has exactly and only one opening be-
tween the exterior and the interior of the container for
passing the condensate through the coupling device in

order to drain the condensate from the condensate stor-
ing container. Preferably the one opening is adapted to
drain the condensate out of and fill the condensate into
the condensate storing container. I.e. only one opening
is provided in the container main body through which the
container is filled or collects condensate and is dis-
charged or emptied. In particular it is not necessary to
provide a cover for an additional outlet or discharge open-
ing to prevent spillage of condensate when the container
is removed from the laundry dryer. Thus the invention
provides a laundry dryer having an improved condensate
storage container which is less complex in use and in
fabrication, i.e. production time and costs are reduced.
[0006] According to a preferred embodiment the cross
section area of the axial passage through the profile
shape portion of the valve element is the same or is ap-
proximately the same as the sum area of the areas of all
condensate passages through the profile wall, or the dif-
ference between the cross section area of the axial pas-
sage through the profile shape portion of the valve ele-
ment and the sum area of the areas of all condensate
passages through the profile wall is within a range of +/-
5%, 10%, 20%, 30% or 40%. Thereby a maximum free
flow of water through the valve in particular during dis-
charging the container is provided, i.e. the water flow
through the valve is not or is substantially not obstructed
or blocked when flowing from the container through the
condensate passages into the (axial passage of the)
valve. Thus the storing container can be discharged in
minimum time.
[0007] According to an embodiment the profile shape
portion of the valve element has at least 3, 4, 5, 6 or more
condensate passages through the profile wall. By pro-
viding more passages an easier counter flow of air and
water is provided when the container is emptied, thus the
discharging time of the storing container is further re-
duced.
[0008] Preferably at least the container main body of
the storing container is formed by blow molding, i.e. the
storage container can be fabricated time- and cost-effi-
cient.
[0009] According to an embodiment the deflection
movement path length, stroke length or actuation length
of the valve element when moving from the closed to the
open valve state is at least 7 mm, 8 mm, 10 mm, 12 mm
or 15 mm. In particular the valve element or an actuation
element coupled to the valve element for actuating the
valve element is protruding from a stationary surrounding
of the valve or container, which is rigidly connected or
coupled to the main body of the container, at least 7 mm,
8 mm, 10 mm, 12 mm or 15 mm. I.e. when a user opens
the valve, he pushes the valve element into the stationary
part of the valve or container. By providing the above
stroke length a user can easily and conveniently open
the valve, e.g. manually by a finger or by abutting and
pushing the valve element against a surface like an inner
surface of a sink, for discharging the container.
[0010] Preferably the stroke and/or actuation length is
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equal to or is essentially equal to the (maximum) axial
length of the at least one condensate passage. Thus by
actuating the valve, i.e. by pushing the valve element
along the valve axis about the actuation length into the
stationary part of the valve or container, the axial length
of the at least one condensate passage, i.e. the length
in axial direction of the valve or the moveable valve ele-
ment, is completely open or exposed for discharging con-
densate from the container. Thus a maximum cross-sec-
tion of the passage(s) is provided such that the container
is dischargeable in minimum time.
[0011] Preferred the valve body comprises a body pipe
section having an inner surface parallel to the actuation
path or to the direction of the actuation movement of the
valve element when being moved from the closed to the
open valve state and wherein the valve element compris-
es a pipe section having an outer surface mating to the
inner surface of the body pipe section and sliding on the
inner surface during valve element actuation, wherein in
the closed and the maximum open valve state the inner
surface and outer surface overlap an alignment region
or alignment length parallel to the actuation path. Thus
the inner surface and the outer surface overlap in the
closed valve state and also in the open valve state. In
particular when moving the valve element between the
closed and the open valve state the inner surface and
the outer surface overlap permanently, such that a soft
guiding of the valve element is provided when moving
between the closed and open state of the valve. In par-
ticular it is prevented that the valve element or pipe sec-
tion is tilted or tilts during a stroke, such that leakage due
to tilting of the valve element is prevented and a smooth
and easy opening of the valve is provided.
[0012] Preferably the minimum alignment length of
overlap between the inner surface and outer surface is
at least 3 mm, 4 mm, 5 mm, 6 mm or 7 mm. The minimum
alignment length provides that the moveable valve ele-
ment is always reliably and smoothly guided in the sta-
tionary valve body or body pipe section.
[0013] Preferred a grip section is formed on the con-
tainer main body, i.e. the grip section is formed integrally
with the main body. E.g. the container or main body is
formed by blow molding with the grip section being part
of the mold. In particular no separate grip or front panel
has to be attached to the container main body, whereby
the assembly time is reduced and thereby the production
costs.
[0014] Preferably the one opening of the container
main body, in particular the coupling device comprising
the valve, is arranged at a side portion or edge of the
container main body. Preferred the grip section is formed
on an edge region of the main body opposite to an edge
region where the valve is arranged at the container main
body. E.g. when the container is inserted in its operating
position into the laundry dryer, the opening is located in
a vertical or substantially vertical side portion or an upper
edge of the container. Preferably the actuation path or
direction between the closed and open valve state is par-

allel to an inserting direction or movement of the container
into the laundry dryer. In particular by gripping the con-
tainer at the grip section and sliding or pushing the con-
tainer (horizontally or substantially horizontally) into the
dryer the valve is actuated from the closed to the open
state.
[0015] Preferred the grip section comprises one, two,
three or more recesses in the container main body with
respect to the outer main contour of the container main
body. Thereby a user can securely and safely grip the
container to extract the container from the dryer and dis-
charge the stored water.
[0016] According to another independent embodiment
of the invention, a laundry dryer is provided comprising
a condensate storing container, the condensate storing
container having a container main body for storing con-
densate formed in the laundry dryer producing conden-
sate, the container comprising a coupling device ar-
ranged at an opening of the container main body and
adapted to couple to a mating coupling device of the laun-
dry dryer, wherein the coupling device comprises a valve
arranged at the container opening for opening and clos-
ing the container opening, wherein the valve comprises
a valve body having a first sealing surface and valve el-
ement having a second sealing surface, wherein the
valve body is received in the valve body and is biased
by a spring element such that the second sealing surface
is biased against the first sealing surface in the closed
valve state, wherein the valve element is adapted to be
actuated against the biasing force of the spring element
when coupling the coupling device and the mating cou-
pling device of the laundry dryer, and wherein at least a
portion of the valve element has a hollow profile shape
comprising passages through the profile wall for passing
the condensate in the open valve state. The cross section
area of the axial passage through the profile shape por-
tion of the valve element is the same or is approximately
the same as the sum area of the areas of all condensate
passages through the profile wall, or the difference be-
tween the cross section area of the axial passage through
the profile shape portion of the valve element and the
sum area of the areas of all condensate passages
through the profile wall is within a range of +/- 5%, 10%,
20%, 30% or 40%. Thereby a maximum free flow of water
through the valve in particular during discharging the con-
tainer is provided, i.e. the water flow through the valve is
not or is substantially not obstructed or blocked when
flowing from the container through the condensate pas-
sages into the (axial passage of the) valve. Thus the stor-
ing container can be discharged in minimum time. All
features for the first embodiment of the invention as de-
scribed above, below and in the appended claims are
also applicable individually or in any combination to this
another independent embodiment without restrictions.
[0017] Preferably a laundry dryer comprising a con-
densate storing container having any of and any combi-
nation of the above described features is drained from
(stored) condensate according to the following exempla-
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ry method: Pulling the storing container from the or out
of the laundry dryer. Discharging the storing container
by orienting the container such that the valve is or is ap-
proximately pointing downwards and actuating the valve
element manually by pressing the valve element by a
user’s finger towards the open valve state. Alternatively
the container is discharged by abutting the valve element
or an actuating element for actuating the valve element
protruding from the valve body against a stationary ele-
ment at a water draining sewage device or installation,
e.g. a bottom of a sink.
[0018] With respect to the method of the invention, full
reference is made to the above description of the laundry
dryer and the described operation modes and advantag-
es thereof as well as to the below detailed description.
Each of the above described features, each of the fol-
lowing features of the preferred embodiment and each
arbitrary combination thereof can be combined for the
laundry dryer and/or the method. Moreover it is obvious
that the condensate storing container adapted to be used
in a laundry treatment apparatus, like a laundry dryer,
provides the advantage of the invention as such.
[0019] Reference is made in detail to a preferred em-
bodiment of the invention, an example of which is illus-
trated in the accompanying figures, which show:

Fig. 1 a perspective front view of a laundry dryer,

Fig. 2 a perspective top view of a condensate stor-
ing container,

Fig. 3 a perspective view of a detail of the storing
container of Fig. 2,

Fig. 3 a a perspective sectional view of the detail of
Fig. 3,

Fig. 4 a top view of the storing container of Fig. 2
before coupling the storing container to a cou-
pling device of a laundry dryer,

Fig. 4a a cross-sectional side view of Fig. 4,

Fig. 5 a top view of the storing container of Fig. 2
after coupling the storing container to a cou-
pling device of a laundry dryer,

Fig. 5a a cross-sectional side view of Fig. 5,

Fig. 6 a cross-sectional side view of the storing con-
tainer of Fig. 2 in a closed valve state,

Fig. 7 a cross-sectional side view of the storing con-
tainer of Fig. 2 in an open valve state,

Fig. 8 a perspective cross-sectional view of the stor-
ing container of Fig. 2, and

Fig. 9 a perspective bottom view of the laundry dryer
of Fig. 1.

[0020] Fig. 1 shows a perspective view of a laundry
dryer 1 comprising a condensate storing container 2, i.e.
a condenser dryer. The storing container 2 collects and
stores condensate, i.e. water, extracted from laundry
within the dryer 1 during a drying operation. The storing
container is located at a bottom or lower portion of the
dryer 1 and is extractable for discharging stored conden-
sate from the container 2. In particular, when the dryer 1
is in its operating position, the container 2 is extractable
from the dryer 1 in a horizontal or substantially horizontal
direction or movement, i.e. in a drawer-like manner.
[0021] Fig. 2 shows a perspective view of a condensate
storing container 2. The storing container 2 comprises a
main body 28 having an inner volume to collect or store
fluid like condensed water. The container 2 comprises a
single, i.e. only one, opening 4 at which a valve 6 is ar-
ranged. The valve 6 is in a closed state when the con-
tainer 2 is extracted from the dryer 1 and is in an opened
state when the container 2 is (completely) inserted in the
dryer 1 in its operating position. Thus the container 2 is
filled with condensate and the condensate is discharged
from the container 2 via or through the valve 6 and the
the single opening 4, respectively. Two locking hooks
40a-b are arranged next to or at the valve 6 or opening
4 to releasable couple the container 2, i.e. the valve 6,
to a mating coupling device 42 (Fig. 4) of a drain pipe or
duct (44) (Fig. 4) of the dryer 1 when the container 2 is
inserted. The locking hooks 40a-b provide a secure con-
nection of the container 2 to the laundry dryer 1 when
the container 2 is inserted while at the same time the
connection is easily releasable by a user pulling at the
container, e.g. with a short jerk. To provide a secure grip
for a user when extracting and discharging the container
2, the container comprises a grip section 26 at a side
portion of the container 2 facing the outside of the dryer
1 when the container 2 is inserted. The container main
body 28 comprises several pictograms 30 which indicate
that the condensate stored in the container 2 is suitable
for watering plants, ironing and batteries and is not suit-
able for drinking. The main body 28 is formed in one-
piece, e.g. by blow molding to provide a cost-efficient
production of the storage container 2.
[0022] Fig. 3 shows a perspective view of a detail of
the storing container 2 of Fig. 2 with the valve 6 in a closed
state and Fig. 3a shows a perspective sectional view of
the detail of Fig. 3. The valve 6 comprises a (stationary)
valve body 10 which is connected or fixed to the container
main body 28, wherein in this embodiment the locking
hooks 40a-b are formed integrally with the valve body
10. Within the valve body 10, in particular in a body pipe
section 22 of the valve body 10, a moveable valve ele-
ment 8 is guided. The valve element 8 comprises an el-
ement pipe section 24 which is guided by the valve body
10, i.e. the body pipe section 22. In particular an outer
surface of the element pipe section 24 is guided on or

5 6 



EP 2 574 696 A1

5

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

slides along an inner surface of the body pipe section 22,
e.g. when the valve element 8 is pushed into the valve
body 10 during inserting the container 2 into the dryer 1.
The valve element 8 comprises a hollow profile portion,
in particular a hollow profile end portion which faces into
the container 2 or into the container main body 28. The
hollow profile portion comprises four passages 20a-c (on-
ly three visible in Fig. 3) through which the container 2 is
filled and emptied, i.e. through which the condensate
flows when the container 2 is inserted in the dryer 1 and
when the container 2 is discharged after extracting it from
the dryer 1.
[0023] The valve 6 comprises several gaskets 18a-c
in form of O-rings. Gasket 18c is arranged on the move-
able valve element 8 and provides a tight sealing between
a first sealing surface 12 of the the valve body 10 and a
second sealing surface 14 of the valve element 8. A
spring element 16 (Fig. 4a) provides that the valve ele-
ment 8 and the valve body 10, i.e. the respective sealing
surfaces 12, 14, are pressed tightly together when the
container 2 is extracted from the dryer 1, such that the
valve is in the closed state and stored condensate cannot
be spilled accidentally.
[0024] Fig. 4 shows a top view of the storing container
of Fig. 2 before coupling the storing container 2 to a cou-
pling device 42 attached to the draining duct 44 of the
laundry dryer 1. Fig. 4a shows a cross-sectional side view
of Fig. 4 along the line A-A. The spring element 16 pushes
the valve element 8, i.e. the second sealing surface 14,
against the first sealing surface 12 of the valve body 10
such that the valve 6 is in the closed state. The (open)
end of the moveable valve element 8 facing the outside
of the container 2 has a maximum outlet diameter d.
When actuating the valve 6, the valve element 8 is
pushed along the valve axis into the (stationary) part of
the valve 6, i.e. the valve body 10 (Figs. 5, 5a). An actu-
ation length of the valve element 8, i.e. the length the
valve element 8 has to be moved from the closed valve
state to the (completely) open valve state, is in the range
of 5 mm to 15 mm. In particular the valve 6 is (completely)
open when the complete cross-section of all passages
20a-c is exposed to the inner volume of the container 2,
i.e. the container main body 28.
[0025] Fig. 5 a top view of the storing container 2 of
Fig 2 after coupling the container 2 to the coupling device
42 of the laundry dryer 1. Fig. 5a shows a cross-sectional
side view of Fig. 5 along the line B-B. The valve 6 is
actuated, i.e. the valve element 8 is pushed into the valve
body 10 such that the passages 20 a-c are exposed to
the interior of the main body 28, i.e. the valve is in the
open state. In particular the actuation length of the valve
element 8 is selected such that at the end of the actuation
movement the passages 20a-c are fully exposed in their
maximum axial length x (Fig. 7).
[0026] In particular the sum of the cross-sections of all
passages 20a-c is equal to or approximately equal to the
cross-section of the maximum axial opening of the valve
element 8, in particular the outlet opening of the valve

element 8 having the diameter d. Thus a free flow of water
through the valve 6 during discharging the container 2 is
provided, i.e. the water flow through the valve 6 is not or
is essentially not constricted. By providing several pas-
sages 20a-c through the valve element profile section
the counterflow of air during discharging the container 2
is facilitated, whereby the discharging time for the con-
tainer 2 is reduced.
[0027] Fig. 6 shows a cross-sectional side view of the
valve 6 of the container 2 of Fig. 2 in a closed state and
Fig. 7 shows a cross-sectional side view of the valve 6
in an open state during discharging. Fig. 7 shows that
the projecting length of the valve element 8 which pro-
trudes from the (stationary) valve body 10 in the closed
valve state corresponds to the (minimum) actuation
length (i.e. the minimum length or distance the valve el-
ement 8 is moved between the closed and opened valve
state, i.e. to fully uncover or open the cross-section of all
passages 20a-c to the inner volume of the container).
The (minimum) actuation length in turn corresponds to
the maximum axial length x of the passages 20a-c. In
other words the valve body 10 or the outer edge of the
valve body 10 forms a mechanical stop when the valve
6 reaches the (completely) open valve state, such that
an incorrect handling of the valve 6 during discharging
is prevented. Thus by actuating the valve 6 for discharg-
ing stored condensate (Fig. 8) the passages 20a-c are
completely open to the inner volume of the container 2
and the container 2 is discharged in minimum time.
[0028] Fig. 8 shows a perspective cross-sectional view
of the storing container 2 of Fig. 2 when discharging
stored condensate. After removing or extracting the con-
tainer 2 from the dryer 1, the valve 6 is in the closed state
(Fig. 6). To discharge the container 2, e.g. in a sink 46,
the container 2 is oriented such that the valve 6 faces or
faces approximately downwards. The valve element 8 is
brought into contact with the (bottom of the) sink 44 and
pushed downwards such that the valve element 8 is ac-
tuated, i.e. pushed into the valve body 10 (Fig. 7). As
long as a user pushes the container 2 downwards against
the biasing force of the spring element 16 the valve is in
an open state and stored condensate is discharged.
[0029] Thereby it is advantageous that a user does not
come into contact with the stored water and can extract
and discharge the container 2 with only one hand as no
cap or cover has to be removed to drain water from the
container 2. Alternatively the container 2 is dischargeable
by a user pushing the valve element 8 manually into the
valve body 10, e.g. with a finger.
[0030] Fig. 9 shows a perspective view of the laundry
dryer of Fig. 1 from below. The container 2 is inserted in
the corresponding recess at a bottom portion of the dryer
1. As shown in the magnified detail, the valve 6 is con-
nected to the draining duct 44, i.e. the mating coupling
device 42, of the dryer 1 at a back portion of the dryer 1.
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Reference Numeral List:

[0031]

1 condenser dryer
2 container body
4 opening
6 valve
8 movable valve element
10 valve body
12 first sealing surface
14 second sealing surface
16 spring element
18a-c gasket
20a-c passage
22 body pipe section
24 element pipe section
26 grip section
28 container main body
30 pictogram
40a-b locking hook
42 coupling device
44 draining duct
46 sink

x axial passage length
d outlet diameter

Claims

1. Laundry dryer comprising a condensate storing con-
tainer, the condensate storing container (2) having
a container main body (28) for storing condensate
formed in the laundry dryer (1) producing conden-
sate, the container (2) comprising a coupling device
arranged at an opening (4) of the container main
body (28) and adapted to couple to a mating coupling
device (42) of the laundry dryer (1),
wherein the coupling device comprises a valve (6)
arranged at the container opening for opening and
closing the container opening (4),
wherein the valve (6) comprises a valve body (10)
having a first sealing surface (12) and valve element
(8) having a second sealing surface (14),
wherein the valve element (8) is received in the valve
body (10) and is biased by a spring element (16)
such that the second sealing surface (14) is biased
against the first sealing surface (12) in the closed
valve state,
wherein the valve element (8) is adapted to be ac-
tuated against the biasing force of the spring element
(16) when coupling the coupling device and the mat-
ing coupling device (42) of the laundry dryer, and
wherein at least a portion of the valve element (8)
has a hollow profile shape comprising passages
(20a-c) through the profile wall for passing the con-
densate in the open valve state,

characterized in that
the condensate storing container (2) has exactly and
only one opening (4) between the exterior and the
interior of the container (2) for passing the conden-
sate through the coupling device in order to drain the
condensate from the condensate storing container
(2).

2. Laundry dryer according to claim 1, wherein the pro-
file shape portion of the valve element (8) has at least
3, 4, 5, 6 or more condensate passages (20a-c)
through the profile wall.

3. Laundry dryer according to claim 1 or 2,
wherein the cross section area of the axial passage
through the profile shape portion of the valve element
(8) is the same or is approximately the same as the
sum area of the areas of all condensate passages
(20a-c) through the profile wall, or
wherein the difference between the cross section ar-
ea of the axial passage through the profile shape
portion of the valve element (8) and the sum area of
the areas of all condensate passages (20a-c)
through the profile wall is within a range of +/- 5%,
10%, 20%, 30% or 40%.

4. Laundry dryer according to claim 1, 2 or 3, wherein
at least the container main body (28) of the storing
container (2) is formed by blow molding.

5. Laundry dryer according to any of the previous
claims, wherein the deflection movement path length
or stroke length of the valve element (8) when moving
from the closed to the open valve state is at least 7
mm, 8 mm, 10 mm, 12 mm or 15 mm.

6. Laundry dryer according to any of the previous
claims, wherein the valve element (8) or an actuation
element coupled to the valve element (8) for actuat-
ing the valve element (8) is protruding from a sta-
tionary surrounding of the valve (6) or container (2),
which is rigidly connected or coupled to the main
body (28) of the container, at least 7 mm, 8 mm, 10
mm, 12 mm or 15 mm.

7. Laundry dryer according to any of the previous
claims, wherein the stroke and/or actuation length is
equal to or is essentially equal to the (maximum)
axial length (x) of the at least one condensate pas-
sage (20a-c).

8. Laundry dryer according to any of the previous
claims, wherein the valve body (10) comprises a
body pipe section (22) having an inner surface par-
allel to the actuation path of the valve element (8)
when being moved from the closed to the open valve
state and wherein the valve element (8) comprises
a pipe section (24) having an outer surface mating
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to the inner surface of the body pipe section (22) and
sliding on the inner surface during valve element ac-
tuation, wherein in the closed and the maximum
open valve state the inner surface and outer surface
overlap an alignment length parallel to the actuation
path.

9. Laundry dryer according to any of the previous
claims, wherein the minimum alignment length of
overlap between the inner surface and outer surface
is at least 3 mm, 4 mm, 5 mm, 6 mm or 7 mm.

10. Laundry dryer according to any of the previous
claims, wherein a grip section (26) is formed on the
container main body (28).

11. Laundry dryer according to any of the previous
claims, wherein the grip section (26) is formed on an
edge region of the main body (28) opposite to an
edge region where the valve (6) is arranged at the
container main body (28).

12. Laundry dryer according to any of the previous
claims, wherein the grip section (26) comprises one,
two, three or more recesses in the container main
body (28) with respect to the outer main contour of
the container main body (28).

13. Laundry dryer according to any of the previous
claims, wherein at least one pictogram (30) is formed
on the outer surface of the container main body (28).

14. Laundry dryer according to any of the previous
claims, wherein the at least one pictogram (30) com-
prises one or more of: an indication that the conden-
sate water can be used for ironing, an indication that
the condensate water can be used as flower water,
an indication that the condensate water may not be
used as drinking water, and an indication that the
water may be used as decalcified or battery water.

15. Method of draining condensate from a condensate
storing container of a laundry dryer according to any
of the previous claims, comprising the steps:

pulling the condensate storing container (2) con-
taining condensate water out of the laundry dry-
er (1), and
discharging the condensate storing container
(2) by orienting the container such that the valve
(6) is or is approximately pointing downwards
and manually actuating the valve element (8) by
pressing the valve element (8) by a user’s finger
towards the open valve state or by abutting the
valve element (8) or an actuating element for
actuating the valve element (8) protruding from
the valve body (10) against a stationary element
at a water draining sewage device or installation

(46).
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