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(54) Image forming apparatus with mechanism capable of moving transfer device with respect to

toner image carrier

(57)  An image forming apparatus (100) includes a
transfer device separator (70; 170; 270) that moves a
transfer device (22) between a contact position where
the transfer device (22) contacts a toner image carrier
(10) and afirstisolation position where the transfer device
(22) is isolated from the toner image carrier (10) with a
firstinterval (D1) therebetween. The transfer device (22)
is at the contact position as first to third toner images (T1,
T2, T3) and a blank section (S2) between the first toner
image (T1) and the second toner image (T2) carried by
the toner image carrier (10) pass through a transfer re-
gion (N) and at the first isolation position as a toner patch
section (S1) between the first toner image (T1) and the
second toner image (T2) carried by the toner image car-
rier (10) passes through the transfer region (N).
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