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(54) Binder with removable article holder, article holder and method of detaching them

(57) A binder (1) comprising a detachable article
holder (5) is described. The article holder (5) comprises
hangers (25a, 25b) that may be extended to detach the
article holder (5) from the binder (1) and/or configure the

article holder (5) for hanging on support rails (35). Also
described is a method of extending hangers (25a, 25b)
of the article holder (5) to both detach the article holder
(5) from the binder shell (3) and configure the article hold-
er (5) for hanging.
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Description

Background

[0001] Binders are employed to hold articles, typically
loose-leaf papers, documents, and the like. For example,
a typical binder includes two covers coupled by a spine,
and rings coupled to the spine that are configured to pass
through holes in loose-leaf paper. Such binders are often
used by students, employees or others for the duration
of a class or project. When the class or project is com-
plete, the binder is typically stored if future reference to
the articles is desired.

Summary

[0002] Storage of binders after the completion of a
class or project can consume considerable space, since
binders usually have a rigid, bulky shell comprising two
covers and a spine. Although an article can be removed
from a binder for storage, the benefit of having the article
neatly coupled by the binder mechanism, which typically
comprises two or more rings that pass through holes in
the article, is then lost.
[0003] To address some of these limitations of conven-
tional binders, it would be desirable to construct a binder
having an article holder, including a binder mechanism,
that can be easily detached from the binder shell so that
the article held by the article holder can be neatly stored
without the binder shell. Further, it would be desirable,
according to some implementations, to construct the ar-
ticle holder so that it could be hung in drawers or the like
for neat and space-efficient storage.
[0004] In view of the foregoing, embodiments de-
scribed herein relate to article holders that are removable
from a binder shell and/or hangable, and binder shells
for use with such article holders. The mechanism for mak-
ing the article holder removable may optionally be asso-
ciated with the mechanism for making the article holder
hangable. In this case, a single action or simultaneous
set of actions that detaches the article holder from the
binder shell may also cause the article holder to assume
a hanging configuration, for example by causing one or
more hanging features to extend from the article holder.
[0005] One embodiment described herein is directed
to a binder comprising a binder shell and an article holder.
The binder shell comprises at least first and second pan-
els and an article holder interface coupled to at least one
of the first and second panels. The article holder com-
prises a binder mechanism and a binder shell interface
coupled to the binder mechanism, the binder shell inter-
face comprising first and second hangers that are ex-
tendable so as to enable the article holder to be suspend-
ed from support rails. The article holder interface and the
binder shell interface are configured such that the article
holder interface is disengaged from the binder shell in-
terface in response to the first and second hangers being
extended.

[0006] Another embodiment is directed to an article
holder attachable to a binder shell, the article holder com-
prising a binder mechanism and a binder shell interface
coupled to the binder mechanism. The binder shell inter-
face comprises a panel comprising first and second
openings and first and second hangers coupled to the
panel, the first and second hangers being slidable be-
tween a retracted position and an extended position. The
binder shell interface is configured such the first and sec-
ond hangers partially obstruct the first and second open-
ings, respectively, when the hangers are in the retracted
position, and fully expose the first and second openings,
respectively, when the hangers are in the extended po-
sition.
[0007] A further embodiment is directed to method of
detaching an article holder from a binder shell. The binder
shell comprises at least first and second panels and an
article holder interface coupled to at least one of the first
and second panels, the article holder comprises a binder
mechanism and a binder shell interface coupled to the
binder mechanism, and the binder shell interface com-
prises first and second hangers that are extendable so
as to enable the article holder to be suspended from sup-
port rails. The method comprises extending the first and
second hangers and thereby disengaging the article
holder interface from the binder shell interface.
[0008] Another embodiment is directed to a binder
comprising a binder shell and an article holder. The bind-
er shell comprises at least first and second panels and
an article holder interface coupled to at least one panel.
The article holder comprises a binder mechanism and a
binder shell interface coupled to the binder mechanism,
the binder shell interface comprising first and second
movable tabs. The article holder interface and the binder
shell interface are configured such that the article holder
interface is disengaged from the binder shell interface in
response to the first and second tabs being actuated.
[0009] A further embodiment is directed to an article
holder attachable to a binder shell. The article holder
comprises a binder mechanism to hold an article and a
panel coupled to the binder mechanism. The panel com-
prises an exposed surface that faces the binder shell
when the article holder is attached to the binder shell.
The article holder further comprises first and second
hangers coupled to the panel and a label on the exposed
surface to identify information concerning the article.
[0010] Another embodiment is directed to an article
holder attachable to a binder shell. The article holder
comprises a binder mechanism to hold an article and a
panel coupled to the binder mechanism. The panel com-
prises an exposed surface that faces the binder shell
when the article holder is attached to the binder shell.
The article holder further comprises first and second
hangers coupled to the panel and a label region on the
exposed surface of the panel. The label region is selected
from the group consisting of a window configured to re-
ceive a label, a sleeve configured to receive a label, a
demarcated erasable writing surface, and a demarcated
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region configured to receive an affixable label.

Brief Description of the Drawings

[0011]

FIG. 1 shows an overview of an exemplary binder
comprising a binder shell and a detachable article
holder;
FIG. 2 shows a method of extending slidable hangers
of the detachable article holder to detach the article
holder from the binder shell and configure the article
holder for hanging;
FIG. 3 shows the article holder hung on support rails
for storage;
FIG. 4 shows an exemplary implementation of an
article holder interface on the binder shell;
FIGS. 5 and 6 show a bottom view of an exemplary
implementation of the article holder having a binder
shell interface, with FIG. 5 showing the hangers of
the binder shell interface in a disengaged configura-
tion and FIG. 6 showing the hangers in an engaged
configuration;
FIGS. 7 and 8 respectively show enlarged views of
the hangers of the binder shell interface in the dis-
engaged configuration of FIG. 5 and the engaged
configuration of FIG. 6; and
FIGS. 9 and 10 respectively show top down and per-
spective views of the article holder interface and the
binder shell interface when they are coupled to each
other and the hangers are in the engaged configu-
ration.

Detailed Description

[0012] FIG. 1 shows an overview of an exemplary bind-
er 1 comprising a binder shell 3 and a detachable article
holder 5. The binder shell 3 comprises a front panel 7
and a rear panel 9, which are coupled via hinges 15 to a
spine panel 11. According to one exemplary implemen-
tation, the configuration of the panels and hinges may be
as described in commonly owned U.S. Patent No.
7,399,136, filed on January 6, 2006 and entitled "Molded
Binder," which is hereby incorporated by reference in its
entirety.
[0013] The article holder 5 comprises a binder mech-
anism 17, which in turn comprises rings 19 that may be
open and closed by actuating tab 21 or a similar feature.
According to one exemplary implementation, the config-
uration of the binder mechanism may be as described in
commonly owned U.S. Patent No. 7,527,449, filed on
December 12, 2005 and entitled "Ring Binder Mecha-
nism," which is hereby incorporated by reference in its
entirety.
[0014] Although rings are a convenient mechanism for
holding articles with ring holes, the binder mechanism
need not have rings. For example, the binder mechanism
may instead include a clamp to releasably secure un-

bound or bound paper or other items. As another exam-
ple, the binder mechanism may simply comprise a spine
of a pre-bound notebook and the notebook may comprise
mating features to couple the notebook to a binder shell.
Thus, it may be appreciated that the binder mechanism
may, but need not, be configured such that individual
papers are selectively removable and replaceable, as
with a conventional three-ring binder.
[0015] Each of the binder shell 3 and article holder 5
additionally comprises an interface to releasably couple
the binder shell and the article holder. In particular, the
binder shell 3 comprises an article holder interface 13
and the article holder 5 comprises a binder shell interface
23. The article holder interface 13 comprises features
configured to engage with corresponding features on the
binder shell interface 23, and thereby couple the binder
shell 3 to the article holder 5. When the features and
corresponding features disengage, the article holder 5
may be removed from the binder shell 3, as shown in
FIG. 2.
[0016] FIG. 2 shows a method of extending slidable
hangers to both detach the article holder 5 from the binder
shell 3 and configure the article holder for hanging. As
shown in FIG. 2, the binder shell interface 23 comprises
first and second hangers 25a, 25b, which in turn comprise
respective tabs 27a, 27b and stops 29a, 29b. When the
hangers 25a, 25b are extended outward from the center
of the binder shell interface 23 in a direction along the
length thereof (as indicated by arrows 31), the article
holder interface 13 disengages from the binder shell in-
terface 23, allowing the article holder 5 to be removed
from the binder shell 3 in an upward direction (as indi-
cated by arrow 33).
[0017] As shown in FIG. 3, the hangers 25a, 25b may
be configured to allow the article holder 5 to be hung on
support rails 35 such as those conventionally mounted
in a drawer 37 and used to support hanging file folders.
In particular, the tabs 27a, 27b may be configured to rest
on the support rails 35 so as to suspend the article holder
5. For example, the tabs 27a, 27b may have a length in
the direction in which they are extendable of at least 0.2
inches, 0.25 inches, or 0.5 inches, so as to accommodate
a conventional support rail, and may have a width of at
least 0.2 inches, 0.25 inches, or 0.5 inches, so as to pro-
vide a stable resting surface. The stops 29a, 29b may be
configured to overhang such support rails 35 so as to
restrict movement of the article holder 5 in a direction
perpendicular to that of the support rails. For example,
the stops 29 may be oriented perpendicular to the direc-
tion of the tab and/or may extend below the tabs 27 in
the direction of the binder mechanism. The inner surfaces
of stops 29a, 29b, which are adjacent the respective tabs
27a, 27b, may be separated by a sufficient length to span
a conventional distance between the support rails 35.
For example, the inner surfaces of stops 29a, 29b may
be separated by a distance that is between 12 inches
and 12.5 inches, or approximately 12.25 inches. When
the article holder 5 is hung on the support rails 35, an
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article 39 held by the rings 19 of the article holder may
be suspended in a substantially vertical position with re-
spect to a height of the drawer 37.
[0018] Now that an overview of the structure of and
methods of using the binder 1 has been provided, details
of an exemplary implementation of the article holder in-
terface 13 and the binder shell interface 23 will be de-
scribed. FIG. 4 shows an exemplary implementation of
the article holder interface 13. In the example of FIG. 4,
the article holder interface 13 comprises a panel 41 that
is attached to the rear panel 9 of the binder shell 3 via
screws 43. Protruding from the top surface of the panel
41 are first and second alignment features 45a, 45b,
which have the shape of spherical segments in this ex-
emplary implementation. However, it should be appreci-
ated that these features may have other shapes and con-
figurations or may be eliminated altogether. These fea-
tures, in cooperation with complementary features on the
binder shell interface 23, facilitate alignment of the article
holder and binder shell interfaces.
[0019] Also protruding from the top surface of the panel
41 are first and second coupling features 47a, 47b. The
first and second coupling features 47a, 47b respectively
comprise first and second post portions 49a, 49b and
first and second head portions 51a, 51b disposed above
the post portions with respect to the panel 41. Thus, the
first and second coupling features 47a, 47b may be con-
sidered "mushroom-shaped" and have T-shaped cross-
sections. The coupling features 47a, 47b engage with
corresponding features on the binder shell interface 23
to attach the article holder and binder shell interfaces and
thereby couple the binder shell to the article holder. As
will be described, the article holder and binder shell in-
terfaces may be configured so that the features may be
disengaged with a sliding motion that is quick and easy
for a user to perform with a single motion of the hands.
For example, the features may be disengaged by pulling
outward on the hangers 25a, 25b of the article holder 5.
[0020] Although the article holder interface 13 is de-
scribed above as being coupled to the rear panel 9 of the
binder shell 3, such a configuration is merely exemplary.
The article holder interface 13 may alternatively be cou-
pled to the front panel 7, the spine panel 11 or any com-
bination of panels. Further, although the article holder
interface 13 is described above as being coupled to the
binder shell 3 via screws 43, it should be appreciated that
other attachment mechanisms may be used. For exam-
ple, the article holder interface 13 and binder shell 3 may
be attached via a hook and loop interface, an adhesive,
or welding.
[0021] The article holder 13 need not be physically sep-
arate from the binder shell 3, as discussed above. Ac-
cording to an alternative implementation, the article hold-
er interface 13 may include one or more features that are
integrally molded with the binder shell 3 such that the
article holder interface 13 is unitary with the binder shell
3. For example, the first and second coupling features
47a, 47b may be integrally formed and/or unitary with the

binder shell 3. In particular, the first and second coupling
features 47a, 47b may be molded with the binder shell 3
so as to protrude from a surface of one of the panels
thereof.
[0022] FIG. 4 also shows the article holder 5 in a dis-
engaged or detached position with respect to the binder
shell 3. As shown, screws 59 couple the binder mecha-
nism 17 of the article holder 5 to the binder shell interface
23 thereof. However, other attachment mechanisms may
be used. For example, the article holder interface 13 and
binder shell 3 may be attached via a hook and loop in-
terface, an adhesive, or welding.
[0023] The binder shell interface 23 need not be phys-
ically separate from the binder mechanism 17, as dis-
cussed above. According to an alternative implementa-
tion, the binder shell interface 23 may include one or more
features that are integrally molded with the binder mech-
anism 17 such that the binder shell interface 23 is unitary
with the binder mechanism 17. For example, the open-
ings 61a, 61b may be integrally formed and/or unitary
with the binder mechanism 17. In particular, the openings
61a, 61b may formed in the binder mechanism 17 itself.
[0024] In the foregoing description, the first and second
coupling features 47a, 47b are part of the article holder
interface 13, which may or may not be integral with the
binder shell 3, and the openings 61a, 61b are part of the
binder shell interface 23, which may or may not be inte-
gral with the binder mechanism 17. However, it should
be appreciated that these features may be reversed,
such that the first and second coupling features 47a, 47b
are part of the binder shell interface 23, and the openings
61a, 61b are part of the article holder interface 13. Fur-
ther, it should be appreciated that the particular mating
features are merely exemplary and other features that
function the same or differently may be used.
[0025] FIGS. 5 and 6 show a bottom view of an exem-
plary implementation of the article holder 5, and specifi-
cally the binder shell interface 23. As shown, the binder
shell interface 23 comprises a panel 53 on the underside
thereof. First and second alignment features 57a, 57b
comprise recesses in the panel having the shape of
spherical segments. By introducing the previously dis-
cussed alignment features 45a, 45b of the article holder
interface 13 into the alignment features 57a, 57b of the
binder shell interface 23, the article holder and binder
shell interfaces may be aligned in a manner to facilitate
engagement of the coupling features of the two interfac-
es.
[0026] When the article holder 5 is hung on support
rails 35 or otherwise detached from the binder shell 3,
the surface of the panel 53 ordinarily facing the article
holder interface 23 is exposed. Therefore, it may be de-
sirable to provide this surface with an aesthetically pleas-
ing appearance. For example, the exposed surface of
the panel 53 may comprise a flat, smooth region that
occupies the entire space or substantially the entire
space between the alignment features 57a, 57b.
[0027] Once the article holder 5 is removed from the
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binder shell 3, any label or other information concerning
the identity of the article provided on the binder shell may
no longer be physically associated with the article itself.
Thus, it may be helpful to provide a label 55 on the article
holder. Although other locations are possible, it may be
desirable to display the label 55 on the exposed surface
of the panel 53 so that it may be easily read when the
article holder 5 is hung on support rails 35. For example,
the label 55 may be displayed in the region of the exposed
surface of the panel 53 between the alignment features
57a, 57b, and may identify the subject matter of or other
information concerning an article being held by the article
holder 5. A number of implementations are possible for
the label. For example, the label 55 may have an adhe-
sive backing and may be affixed to the panel 53, e.g., in
a demarcated region and/or a region having a different
texture. As another example, the label 55 may be intro-
duced into an at least partially transparent sleeve, which
holds and protects the label. As a further example, a
transparent window region may be provided on the panel
53 and a clamp or other mechanism may hold the label
55 in place adjacent the window. As yet another example,
the panel 53 may be provided with an erasable label re-
gion in which identification information may be written.
The erasable label region may comprise a different ma-
terial than the material of the panel 53 and/or may be
demarcated.
[0028] The panel 53 comprises first and second round
openings 61a, 61b at the ends thereof. These openings
61a, 61b are configured to receive the first and second
coupling features 47a, 47b of the article holder interface
13. In particular, the openings 61a, 61b are sized and
shaped to accommodate the head portions 51a, 51b of
the coupling features 47a, 47b. Together with first and
second hangers 25a, 25b, the openings 61a, 61b function
to engage and disengage the binder shell interface 23
from the article holder interface 13.
[0029] FIG. 5 shows the hangers 25a, 25b of the binder
shell interface 23 in a disengaged configuration, while
FIG. 6 shows the hangers 25a, 25b in an engaged con-
figuration. When the hangers 25a, 25b are in the extend-
ed configuration of FIG. 25, the openings 61a, 61b are
unobstructed, such that the head portions 51a, 51b of
the coupling features 47a, 47b may pass through the
openings in either direction. Thus, in this configuration,
the binder shell interface 23 may be both positioned on
and removed from the article holder interface 13. Once
the binder shell interface 23 is positioned on the article
holder interface 13 with the alignment features 45a, 45b
of the article holder interface 13 received within the align-
ment features 57a, 57b of the binder shell interface 23,
the hangers 25a, 25b may be slid inward so that the bind-
er shell interface 23 assumes the engaged configuration
of FIG. 6. In this case, it may be observed that the hangers
25a, 25b partially obstruct the respective openings 61a,
61b so as to prevent the head portions 51a, 51b of the
coupling features 47a, 47b from passing through the
openings. Thus, the head portions 51a, 51b are engaged

with the combination of hangers 25a, 25b and openings
61a, 61b and function to attach the article holder 5 to the
binder shell 3.
[0030] FIGS. 7 and 8 show enlarged views of the hang-
ers 25a of the binder shell interface 23 in the disengaged
configuration of FIG. 5 and the engaged configuration of
FIG. 6, respectively. FIGS. 7 and 8 also show the coupling
feature 47a of the article holder interface 13, and illustrate
that the head portion 51a thereof is sized and shaped to
be received within the opening 61a. As shown, however,
the size and shape of the head portion 51a may closely
approximate the size and shape opening 61a.
[0031] FIGS. 9 and 10 show top down and perspective
views, respectively, of the article holder interface 13 and
the binder shell interface 23 when they are coupled to
each other and the hangers 25a, 25b are in the engaged
configuration. It may be appreciated that in this configu-
ration, the hangers 25a, 25b partially overlap and thereby
obstruct the openings 61a, 61b, which are positioned di-
rectly below the head portions 51a, 51b of the coupling
features 47a, 47b. Since the binder mechanism is not
shown in FIGS. 7 and 8, openings 63, which receive the
screws 59 that couple the binder mechanism 17 to the
binder shell interface 23, are exposed. The configuration
of the hangers 25a, 25b may also be seen. As shown,
the hangers 25a, 25b comprise respective slots 65a, 65b
in which the coupling features 47a, 47b and openings 63
are disposed. To configure the hangers 25a, 25b in the
disengaged configuration, the hangers 25a, 25b are slid
longitudinally away from the coupling features 47a, 47b
until circular regions 67a, 67b of the slots 65a, 65b are
aligned with the head portions 51a, 51b of the coupling
features 47a, 47b. These circular regions 67a, 67b have
a diameter that is at least slightly larger than that of the
head portions 51a, 51b so as to allow the head portions
to pass through the circular regions when the binder shell
interface 23 is removed from the article holder interface
13.
[0032] An exemplary implementation of a binder hav-
ing an article holder that is detachable from the binder
shell with a simple hand motion has been described. It
should be appreciated that the binder described is merely
exemplary, and other implementations are possible. For
example, although the hangers 25a, 25b are described
as serving a hanging function, the hangers need not be
used for this purpose. In particular, the hangers or other
similar slidable features may be used simply to detach
the article holder from the binder shell.
[0033] Further, it should be appreciated that the imple-
mentation of the hangers 25a, 25b is merely exemplary.
Although the hangers 25a, 25b are described as being
slid manually by a user, the hangers 25a, 25b may alter-
natively be spring-loaded and caused to extend via the
actuation of a release button. As another example, al-
though the hangers 25a, 25b are described as being sl-
idable to extend the hangers from a retracted to an ex-
tended position, other motions are possible. According
to an alternative implementation, the hangers 25a, 25b
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may be rotated from a retracted position to an extended
position. In particular, the hangers 25a, 25b may be ro-
tated about an axis that extends along a width of the
article holder 5 (e.g., in a direction parallel to rings 19),
such that the hangers are aligned with an axis extending
the length of the article holder 5 as they are rotated in a
vertical direction. Alternatively, the hangers 25a, 25b may
be rotated about an axis that extends vertically with re-
spect to the article holder 5 (e.g., in a direction parallel
to the posts of screws 59), such that the hangers swing
initially away from and then toward an axis extending the
length of the article holder 5 as they are rotated.
[0034] According to yet another implementation, the
hangers 25a, 26b are pre-extended such that a user need
not extend the hangers for hanging. For example, the
hangers 25a, 26b may be fixed in an extended position.
Although such a configuration may result in a larger over-
all footprint for the article holder 6, other advantages such
a simplicity of manufacturing and/or durability may be
realized.
[0035] The described article holder interface 13 and
binder shell interface 23 are likewise merely exemplary.
For example, the interfaces need not be unitary. Sepa-
rate devices or components may cooperate to perform
the functions of either interface. Further, although a pair
of coupling features 47a, 47b of the article holder inter-
face 13 are described, one or more than two such cou-
pling features may alternatively be used and the mating
features on the binder shell interface 23 may have a cor-
responding configuration.
[0036] While various inventive embodiments have
been described and illustrated herein, those of ordinary
skill in the art will readily envision a variety of other means
and/or structures for performing the function and/or ob-
taining the results and/or one or more of the advantages
described herein, and each of such variations and/or
modifications is deemed to be within the scope of the
inventive embodiments described herein. More general-
ly, those skilled in the art will readily appreciate that all
parameters, dimensions, materials, and configurations
described herein are meant to be exemplary and that the
actual parameters, dimensions, materials, and/or config-
urations will depend upon the specific application or ap-
plications for which the inventive teachings is/are used.
Those skilled in the art will recognize, or be able to as-
certain using no more than routine experimentation,
many equivalents to the specific inventive embodiments
described herein. It is, therefore, to be understood that
the foregoing embodiments are presented by way of ex-
ample only and that, within the scope of the appended
claims and equivalents thereto, inventive embodiments
may be practiced otherwise than as specifically de-
scribed and claimed. Inventive embodiments of the
present disclosure are directed to each individual feature,
system, article, material, kit, and/or method described
herein. In addition, any combination of two or more such
features, systems, articles, materials, kits, and/or meth-
ods, if such features, systems, articles, materials, kits,

and/or methods are not mutually inconsistent, is included
within the inventive scope of the present disclosure.

Claims

1. A binder comprising:

a binder shell comprising:

at least first and second panels; and
an article holder interface coupled to at least
one of the first and second panels; and

an article holder comprising:

a binder mechanism; and
a binder shell interface coupled to the binder
mechanism, the binder shell interface com-
prising first and second hangers that are ex-
tendable so as to enable the article holder
to be suspended from support rails;

wherein the article holder interface and the bind-
er shell interface are configured such that the
article holder interface is disengaged from the
binder shell interface in response to the first and
second hangers being extended.

2. The binder of claim 1, wherein:

the first and second hangers respectively com-
prise first and second tabs and first and second
stops; and
each stop extends below each tab in the direc-
tion of the binder mechanism.

3. The binder of claim 2, wherein:

the first and second stops respectively comprise
first and second inner surfaces adjacent the first
and second tabs, respectively; and
a distance between the first and second inner
surfaces is between 12 inches and 12.5 inches.

4. The binder of claim 3, wherein:

the distance between the first and second inner
surfaces is approximately 12.25 inches.

5. The binder of claim 1, wherein:

the at least first and second panels comprise
front and rear panels;
the front and rear panels are coupled via a spine;
and
the article holder interface is coupled to the rear
panel.
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6. An article holder attachable to a binder shell, the ar-
ticle holder comprising:

a binder mechanism; and
a binder shell interface coupled to the binder
mechanism, the binder shell interface compris-
ing:

a panel comprising first and second open-
ings; and
first and second hangers coupled to the
panel, the first and second hangers being
slidable between a retracted position and
an extended position;

wherein the binder shell interface is configured
such the first and second hangers partially ob-
struct the first and second openings, respective-
ly, when the hangers are in the retracted posi-
tion, and fully expose the first and second open-
ings, respectively, when the hangers are in the
extended position.

7. The article holder of claim 6, wherein:

the first and second hangers respectively com-
prise first and second tabs and first and second
stops; and
each stop extends below each tab in the direc-
tion of the binder mechanism.

8. The article holder of claim 7, wherein:

the first and second stops respectively comprise
first and second inner surfaces adjacent the first
and second tabs, respectively; and
a distance between the first and second inner
surfaces is between 12 inches and 12.5 inches.

9. The article holder of claim 8, wherein:

the distance between the first and second inner
surfaces is approximately 12.25 inches.

10. A method of detaching an article holder from a binder
shell, wherein the binder shell comprises at least first
and second panels and an article holder interface
coupled to at least one of the first and second panels,
the article holder comprises a binder mechanism and
a binder shell interface coupled to the binder mech-
anism, and the binder shell interface comprises first
and second hangers that are extendable so as to
enable the article holder to be suspended from sup-
port rails, the method comprising:

extending the first and second hangers and
thereby disengaging the article holder interface
from the binder shell interface.

11. The method of claim 10, further comprising:

after extending the first and second hangers, po-
sitioning the first and second hangers on support
rails to suspend the article holder from the sup-
port rails.

12. A binder comprising:

a binder shell comprising:

at least first and second panels; and
an article holder interface coupled to at least
one panel; and

an article holder comprising:

a binder mechanism; and
a binder shell interface coupled to the binder
mechanism, the binder shell interface com-
prising first and second movable tabs;
wherein the article holder interface and the
binder shell interface are configured such
that the article holder interface is disen-
gaged from the binder shell interface in re-
sponse to the first and second tabs being
actuated.

13. An article holder attachable to a binder shell, the ar-
ticle holder comprising:

a binder mechanism to hold an article;
a panel coupled to the binder mechanism, the
panel comprising an exposed surface that faces
the binder shell when the article holder is at-
tached to the binder shell;
first and second hangers coupled to the panel;
and
a label region on the exposed surface to identify
information concerning the article.

14. The article holder of claim 13, wherein the article
holder is configured to be coupled to the binder shell.

15. The article holder of claim 13, wherein the label re-
gion is selected from the group consisting of: a label,
a window configured to receive a label, a sleeve con-
figured to receive a label, a demarcated erasable
writing surface, and a demarcated region configured
to receive an affixable label.

16. The binder of claim 1 or claim 12, or the article holder
of claim 6, claim 13 or claim 15, wherein the binder
mechanism comprises a plurality of rings.

17. The binder of claim 1 or claim 12, or the article holder
of claim 6, claim 13 or claim 15, wherein the binder
mechanism comprises a clamp.
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18. The binder of claim 1 or claim 12, or the article holder
of claim 6, claim 13 or claim 15, wherein the binder
mechanism comprises a spine.

19. The article holder of claim 15, wherein the article
holder is configured to be coupled to the binder shell.
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