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Description

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The presentinventionrelates to a dividing mem-
ber for splitting locks of hair; in particular, for holding small
amounts of hair in random manner. For example, each
dividing member is adapted to separate even a dozen
strands of hair from a lock of hair.

[0002] A dividing member according to the present in-
vention is advantageously applied to hair coloring activ-
ities; for example, highlighting.

PRIOR ART

[0003] Itis known to use a comb or hair-parting tail for
dividing single locks of hair (see US5,921,252); however,
the use of such a comb leads to the creation of regular
locks, essentially strips, the thickness of which depends
on the skills of the individual operator (the thinner the
locks, the better the end result); therefore, the end result
essentially depends on the hair stylist’s skillfulness, and
the lock singling activity is particularly long and laborious.
[0004] Alternatively to the system described above, it
is known to use a pair of adhesive sheets, which are
tightened around a lock of hair (also of large dimensions
and manually selected) and then moved away so as to
split the initial lock into two smaller locks to be used also
as base for the application of color. A system of the type
described above allows to obtain locks of random shape
to provide a more natural color end effect than traditional
methods. However, these adhesive sheets have the dis-
advantage of engaging the stands of hair for their entire
length minus the portion near the root (indeed, the ad-
hesive sheets are difficult to apply near the head), thus
creating a "root" effect. Additionally, by adhering nearly
to the entire length of the hair, the adhesive sheets are
difficult and painful to remove; in particular, some strands
of hair may be pulled out during the separation of the
adhesive sheets from the locks of hair.

[0005] Additionally, these adhesive sheets have the
disadvantage of allowing to apply the hair color only to
the portion of hair not engaged by the adhesive surface
of the sheets themselves (essentially, only a given por-
tion of the perimeter of the hair is colored, and not inte-
grally). Furthermore, the adhesive sheets do not allow to
use other hair coloring tools of known type, such as tin
foil or the like. Additionally, the adhesive sheets require
great skillfulness in applying hair color and creating
shades.

[0006] Finally, the adhesive sheets cannot be reused
and must be thrown away after use. Therefore, carrying
out a treatment using the adhesive sheet system is par-
ticular expensive because a pair of adhesive sheets must
be used for each lock of hair to be bleached (this also
implies a further difficulty for the operator, whose move-
ments are hindered by the previously applied adhesive
sheets).
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DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[0007] Itisthe objectofthe presentinvention to provide
a dividing member alternative to the solutions of known
type.

[0008] Itis an additional object of the present invention

to additionally provide a dividing member capable of
overcoming the drawbacks described above and, in par-
ticular, of rapidly splitting very small locks of hair in ran-
dom, simple manner. Furthermore, it is the object of the
present invention to provide a dividing member capable
of freeing the selected locks of hair in easy, quick and
painless manner, allowing a hair stylist to work freely and
at will (also with traditional systems, such as tin foils) on
each lock of hair separated in this manner.

[0009] Itisthe objectofthe presentinvention to provide
a a dividing member which is quick and cost-effective to
make.

[0010] A dividing member for the division of locks as
disclosed in the appended claims is provided.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0011] The invention will now be described with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings which illustrate non-
limitative embodiments thereof, in which:

- figure 1 is a side view of the system not according
to the present invention in a first operating configu-
ration;

- figure 2 is a side view of the system not according
to the present invention in a second operating con-
figuration;

- figure 3is aplanview of a dividing member according
to the present invention;

- figure 4 is similar to figure 3 and shows a first variant
of the dividing member according to the present in-
vention;

- figure 5 is a longitudinal section of a second variant
of the dividing member according to the present in-
vention;

- figure 6 is a side section of a third variant of the di-
viding member according to the present invention;

- figure 7 is a side view of the variant shown in figure 6;

- figure 8 is similar to figure 6 and shows a fourth var-
iant of the dividing member according to the present
invention;

- figure 9is a side view of the variant shown in figure 8;

- figure 10 is a longitudinal section of a fifth variant of
the dividing member according to the present inven-
tion;

- figure 11 shows a second embodiment of the system
not according to the present invention;

- figure 12 shows a sixth variant of the dividing element
according to the present invention;

- figure 13 shows a seventh variant of the dividing el-
ement according to the present invention in operat-
ing configuration.
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PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION

[0012] In figure 1, reference numeral 1 indicates as a
whole a system (not according to the present invention)
for the division of locks of hair C comprising a pair of
dividing members 2a and 2b according to the present
invention. It is worth noting that the expression "division
of locks of hair" means selecting some strands of hair
from a bunch of strands of hair. In other words, the ex-
pression "division of locks of hair" means the random
separation of a few strands of hair from a bunch of strands
of hair, i.e. the separation of strands of hair not according
to fixed diagrams or geometries (e.g. lines) which are
repeatable in sequence. In this manner, the number and
relative arrangement of the strands of hair taken by each
dividing member 2a and 2b is different for each use.
[0013] The dividing member 2a comprises a rigid sup-
port 3a and at least one adhesive portion 4a. Similarly,
the dividing member 2b comprises a rigid support 3b and
at least one adhesive portion 4b. As shown in figure 1,
each adhesive portion 4a of the dividing member 2a is
adapted to face each adhesive portion 4b of the dividing
member 2b. The adhesive portions 4a and 4b are adapt-
ed to hold in random manner strands of hair from a lock;
in other words, the adhesive properties of the adhesive
portions 4a and 4b are such to guarantee the virtually
instant gripping of the strands of hair with a relatively low
adhesive force so as to be able to free the strands of hair
without tearing them out or pulling them. Preferably, the
adhesive portions 4a and 4b are made of double-sided
packing tape.

[0014] As shown in figure 1 and 2, the support 3a of
the dividing member 2a has two free ends, indicated by
reference numerals 5a and 5b, respectively. Further-
more, the dividing member 2a comprises two adhesive
portions 4a’ and 4a", arranged at a free end 5a and 5b
of the support 3a, respectively.

[0015] Similarly, the support 3b of the dividing member
2b has two free ends, indicated by 6a and 6b, respec-
tively. Furthermore, the dividing member 2b comprises
two adhesive portions 4b’ and 4b", each of which is ar-
ranged at a free end 6a and 6b of the support 3b, respec-
tively.

[0016] As shown in figure 1, the dividing members 2a
and 2b are adapted to fit at least partially into each other
so that the adhesive portion 4a’ or 4a" of the dividing
member 2a faces the adhesive portion 4b’ or 4b" of the
dividing member 2b.

[0017] Preferably, the support 3ais "Z"-shaped. In oth-
er words, the support 3a comprises a central body 7 and
a pair of wings 8 and 9, each of which laterally protrudes
from the body 7 so as to form itself a recess 10a at the
end 5a and in a recess 10b at the end 5b, respectively,
with the body 7. In particular, recess 10a is symmetric to
recess 10b with respect to the body 7 of the support 3a.
[0018] Preferably, the adhesive portion 4a’ is applied
to the wing 8 in the recess 10a; similarly, the adhesive
portion 4a" is applied to the wing 9 in the recess 10b.
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[0019] Preferably, the support 3bis"Z"-shaped. In oth-
er words, the support 3b comprises a central body 11
and a pair of wings 12 and 13, each of which laterally
protrudes from the body 11 so as to form a recess 14a
at the end 6a and in a recess 14b at the end 6b, respec-
tively, with the body 11 itself. In particular, the recess 14a
is symmetric to the recess 14b with respect to the body
11 of the support 3b.

[0020] Preferably, the adhesive portion 4b’ is applied
to the wing 12 in the recess 14a; similarly, the adhesive
portion 4b" is applied to the wing 13 in the recess 14b.
[0021] Figure 3 shows a plan view of the support 3a,
which has an essentially rectangular shape. It is worth
noting that, similarly to that shown in figure 3, the support
3b also has a substantially rectangular plan shape.
[0022] According to a variant (not shown), the body 7
and/or the body 11 has a circular shape.

[0023] Preferably, each adhesive portion 4 is a double-
sided adhesive label. According to a variant (not shown)
the dividing member 2a and/or 2b comprises (instead of
the adhesive portions 4a’, 4a" and/or 4b’ and 4b") por-
tions of hook tape of a closing system generally known
as "hook and loop" or "contact" tape and made, for ex-
ample, by VELCRO®.

[0024] Figure 4 shows a variant 102 of the dividing
member 2a and/or 2b, according to the present invention.
The dividing member 102 comprises a support 103,
which has two free ends 105a and 105b, a hair care tool
15, which protrudes from the support 103 near the end
105a, and a holding member 104 arranged on the support
103 near the free end 105b. The tool 15 may be chosen
within a group different hair care tools with different shape
and function. For example, the tool 15 may be a comb
or, alternatively atail for parking single locks. The holding
member 104 comprises double-sided tape. According to
avariant (not shown) the holding member 104 comprises
a hook tape portion of a closing system generally known
as "hook and loop" or "contact" tape made, for example
by VELCRO®.

[0025] Figure 5 shows a variant 202 of the dividing
member 2a and/or 2b. The dividing member 202 com-
prises a body 207, a wing 208, which protrudes from the
body 207, and a label 204 applied to the wing 208. The
dividing member 202 has an inner cavity 16, which faces
outwards through an opening 17. Preferably, the cavity
16 is adapted to accommodate a plurality of spare labels
204. As shown in figure 5, the dividing member 202 com-
prises one only label 204 applied to the wing 208, i.e.
arranged in operating position. The label 204 is a double-
sided adhesive label. Alternatively, the label 204 has a
surface on which the adhesive is applied and comprises
hooks (not shown) which protrudes from the surface op-
posite to the one on which the adhesive substance is
applied; in particular, the label 204 comprises a hook
tape portion of a closing system, generally known as
"hook and loop" tape or "contact" tape made, forexample,
by VELCRO®.

[0026] Figure 6 and 7 shows a variant 302 of the divid-
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ing member 2a and/or 2b. The dividing member 302 com-
prises a wing 308, which has a semicircular side profile
delimited by a flat surface 305 and a curved surface 306,
and a holding member 304 adapted to hold a limited,
random amount of strands of hair. The holding member
304 is applied to the curved surface 306 of the wing 308.
The dividing member 302 comprises only one holding
member 304 applied to the wing 308. Preferably, the wing
308 is adapted to be gripped and works as rigid support
303 of the holding member 304. According to a variant
(not shown) the dividing member 302 comprises a plu-
rality of holding elements 304 applied to different points
ofthe wing 308. The holding member 304 comprises dou-
ble-sided tape. Alternatively, the holding member 304
comprises a hook tape portion of a closing system gen-
erally known as "hook and loop" or "contact" tape made,
for example, by VELCRO®.

[0027] Figure 8 and 9 shows a variant 402 of the divid-
ing member 2a and/or 2b. The dividing member 402 com-
prises a wing 408, which has a semicircular side profile
delimited by a flat surface 405 and a curved surface 406,
a hair care tool 18, which protrudes from the flat surface
405 of the wing 408, and a holding member 404 applied
to the curved surface 406 of the wing 408. The holding
member 404 comprises double-sided tape. Alternatively,
the holding member 404 comprises a hook tape portion
of a closing system generally known as "hook and loop"
or "contact" tape made, for example by VELCRO®.
[0028] Figure 10 shows a variant 502 of the dividing
member 2a and/or 2b. The dividing member 502 com-
prises a body 507, which has an inner cavity 19 adapted
to be filled with liquid adhesive L, and a wing 508, which
protrudes from the body 507 and has an inner conduit
20 in fluid communication with the cavity 19. Further-
more, the dividing member 502 has a plurality of holes
21, which cross, in part the wing 508 and put the conduit
20 into communication with the outside so as to allow the
distribution of a layer of liquid adhesive L on the wing
508. Preferably, the body 507 comprises a deformable
portion 22, through which a pressure can be applied with-
in the cavity 19 to push the liquid adhesive L beyond the
cavity 19 itself on the wing 508 through the conduit 20
and the holes 21. The dividing member 502 has a holding
member 504 defined by the liquid adhesive L applied
externally onto the wing 508.

[0029] According to a variant (not shown), the support
of each dividing member is split into two or more portions
connected to each other.

[0030] Figure 11 showsasecond embodimentofasys-
tem 601 for the division of locks of hair C comprising a
pair of dividing members 602a and 602b which are con-
nected to each other. Substantially, the system 601 is
tong-shaped. In particular, the dividing member 602a
comprises a rigid support 603a and a holding member
604a. Similarly, the dividing member 602b comprises a
rigid support 603b and a holdingmember 604b. As shown
in figure 11, the dividing members 602a and 602b are
connected to each other by means of an elastically de-
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formable member 605. Furthermore, the holding member
604a faces the holding member 604b. The holding mem-
bers 604a and 604b comprise a double-sided adhesive
label, respectively. Alternatively, the holding members
604a and 604b comprises a hook tape portion of a closing
system generally known as "hook and loop" or "contact"
tape made, for example, by VELCRO®, respectively.
[0031] According to afurther embodiment (not shown),
the dividing members are connected to each other so as
to essentially form a scissor.

[0032] Figure 12 shows a variant 702 of the dividing
member 2a and/or 2b. The dividing member 702 com-
prises a support 708, e.g. a vane, and a holding member
704. The support 708 is shaped as a flat body with at
least one pair of reciprocally counterpoised greater side
surfaces 709 and 710. The greater side surfaces 709 and
710 has a first end 705a and a second end 705b. The
holding member 704 protrudes from the greater side
walls 709 at the second end 705b of the support 708.
The holding member 704 comprises a plurality of hooks
711. Alternatively, the holding member 704 comprises a
hook tape portion of a closing system generally known
as "hook and loop" or "contract" tape made, for example,
by VELCRO®.

[0033] According to a variant (not shown), the dividing
member 702 comprises a plurality of holding elements
704 applied in different points of the support 708.
[0034] Figure 13 shows a variant 802 of the dividing
member not according to the present invention in an op-
erative configuration; in particular, two reciprocally coun-
terpoised dividing members 802a and 802b are shown
and applied to the fingers of an operator, as shown in
greaterdetail below. The dividing member 802 comprises
a supporting plate 803, a semi-annular body 805 hinged
to the supporting plate 803 and a holding member 804.
Preferably, the plate 803 has a pair of reciprocally coun-
terpoised greater side surfaces 809 and 810 with each
other and the holding member 804 is applied to the great-
er side surface 809. The holding member 804 comprises
a hook tape portion of a closing system generally known
as "hook and loop" or "contact" tape made, for example,
by VELCRO®.

[0035] The semi-annular body 805 is U-shaped and
laterally delimits, in combination with the greater side sur-
face 810 of the plate 803, an opening 811 adapted to be
crossed by an operator’s finger (shown by means of
dashed lines).

[0036] As previously mentioned, figure 13 shows two
dividing members 802a and 802b, which form a dividing
system 800. In figure 13, all the components of the divid-
ing member 802a are marked by letter a, while all the
components of the dividing member 802b are marked by
letter b.

[0037] As shown in figure 13, an operator fits the di-
viding member 802a onto one finger (e.g. the index fin-
ger) and at the same time fits the dividing member 802b
to another finger (e.g. the thumb). In this manner, the
holding members 804a and 804b facing the outside of
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the hand, and the operator can withhold some locks of
hair, in random manner, simply by passing their hand
over the hair itself. The dividing system 800 shown in
figure 13 allows the operator to maintain maximum free-
dom of action, leaving the other fingers of the hand com-
pletely free.

[0038] According to a variant (not shown), the dividing
member comprises a rigid support and a holding mem-
ber, which at least partially is wound about the outer sur-
face of the rigid support. Preferably, according to the lat-
ter variant, the holding element is wound about the rigid
support in circular or helical manner with respect to the
main axis of the rigid support itself.

[0039] The operation of system 1 is described below.
[0040] Firstly, a lock of hair C is taken by an operator
and arranged between the two dividing members 2a and
2b so as to tightened between two holding members 4a’
and 4b" so that the strands of hair C are made partially
integral with the dividing member 2a and, in part, with
the dividing member 2b.

[0041] Thus, the two dividing members 2a and 2b are
moved away from each other so as to divide the lock of
hair C in totally random manner into two portions C1 and
C2, respectively, each of which is integral with a respec-
tive dividing member 2a or 2b.

[0042] Secondly, each lock C1 or C2 may be held dif-
ferently, and in particular may be arranged again be-
tween the two dividing members 2a and 2b to be split
again.

[0043] Alternatively, according to the dividing system
800 provided with holding members 804 comprising hook
tape, the dividing members 802a and 802b are tightened
around a lock of hair; thus, the dividing members 802a
and 802b are made to slide along the lock of hair alter-
natively from the tip towards the root, and vice versa,
(essentially similarly to a backcombing operation) so that
part of the hair of the lock are pushed and accumulated
towards the root, thus thinning out the initial lock of hair.
[0044] Later, the thinned lock is taken by the operator
and pulled out from the two dividing members 802a and
802b so as to prepare it for later use for coloring opera-
tions of known type and using traditional coloring sys-
tems.

[0045] The dividing members 2, 102, 202, 302, 402,
502, 602, 702 and 802 described above may be used
according to the two methods described above in inter-
changeable manner. The dividing members 2, 102, 202,
302, 402, 502, 602, 702 and 802 described above may
be used according to different mutual combinations.
[0046] Substantially, each system 1,601 or 800 of the
type described above allows to split the locks of hair in
extremely simple manner.

[0047] Eachsystem 1,601 or800 of the type described
above can be advantageously used for highlighting in
which the locks of hair must be split for distributing hair
colors of different shades. In particular, it is worth noting
that the thinner the highlights, or in other words the fewer
the strands of hair C which can be separated from the
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others and held, the better the end result providing a more
natural looking color.

[0048] In other words, each system 1, 601 or 800 of
the type described above allows by repeating again the
same operation on increasingly smaller locks of hair C,
C1 (or C2) to separate also bunches of a few strands of
hair, according to needs.

[0049] Furthermore, each system 1, 601 or 800 of the
type described above allows to easily free each lock of
hair C1 (or C2) from the respective dividing member 2a
or 2b. Inthis manner, a hair stylist may work freely starting
from the root and on the entire length of the lock selected
with different manners. In this manner, a more accurate
result and a more natural hair color effect is obtained.
[0050] In other words, each system 1, 601 or 800 al-
lows to easily and rapidly select also very small locks of
hair in random manner, allowing a hair stylist to obtain
excellent results to their needs rapidly.

[0051] It is worth noting that the dividing members 2,
102, 202, 302, 402, 602, 702 and 802 if provided with
hooks (e.g. portions of a hook tape) as holding elements,
may be used singularly for splitting locks, simply by pass-
ing the respective holding member over a lock of hair.
[0052] For example, the dividing member 702 and the
dividing member 802 may be used singularly or in pairs
along with another dividing member (702 or 802) so as
to form a dividing system.

Claims

1. A dividing member for the division of locks of hair
comprising a rigid support (3a; 3b; 103; 208; 303;
403; 708) and a holding member; wherein the hold-
ing member comprises a portion of hook tape (704;
804); wherein the rigid support (103) has two free
ends (105a, 105b); wherein the holding member
(104) is arranged at a first free end (105b); and
wherein the dividing member (102) comprises a tool
(15) chosen within a group of different hair care tools,
preferably a comb or a hair-parting tail, which is ar-
ranged at a second free end (105a) of said rigid sup-
port (103).

2. A dividing member according to Claim 1, wherein
therigid support (203) has an inner cavity (16), which
is adapted to accommodate a plurality of spare hold-
ing members (204).

Patentanspriiche

1. Teilungselement zur Teilung von Haarlocken, das
aufweist: einen steifen Trager (3a; 3b; 103; 208; 303;
403; 708) und ein Halteteil; wobei das Halteteil einen
Hakenbandabschnitt (704; 804) aufweist; wobei der
steife Trager (103) zwei freie Enden (105a, 105b)
hat; wobei das Halteteil (104) an einem ersten freien
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Ende (105b) angeordnetist; und wobei das Teilungs-
element (102) ein Werkzeug (15) aufweist, das aus
einer Gruppe unterschiedlicher Haarpflegewerkzeu-

ge ausgewabhlt ist, vorzugsweise einen Kamm oder

ein Haarteilungsende, und das an einem zweiten %
freien Ende (105a) des steifen Tragers (103) ange-
ordnet ist.

2. Teilungselement nach Anspruch 1, wobei der steife
Trager (203) einen Innenhohlraum (16) hat, der ge- 10
eignet ist, mehrere Ersatzhalteteile (204) aufzuneh-
men.

Revendications 15

1. Elément de séparation pour la division de méches
de cheveux comprenant un support rigide (3a ; 3b ;
103; 208; 303 ; 403; 708) et un élément de
maintien ; dans lequel I'élément de maintien com- 20
prend une partie de bande a crochets (704 ; 804) ;
dans lequel le supportrigide (103) a deux extrémités
libres (105a, 105b) ; dans lequel I'élément de main-
tien (104) est agencé au niveau d’'une premiére ex-
trémité libre (105b) ; et dans lequel I'élément de sé- 25
paration (102) comprend un outil (15) choisi dans un
groupe de différents outils de coiffage, de préférence
un peigne ou une pointe de séparation de méches,
quiestagencé(e) au niveau d’une seconde extrémité
libre (105a) dudit support rigide (103). 30

2. Elémentdeséparation selonlarevendication 1,dans
lequel le support rigide (203) a une cavité interne
(16), qui est adaptée pour loger une pluralité d’élé-
ments de maintien de rechange (204). 35
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