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(54) Apparatus and method for upgrading the camera of a sorting / scanning system  with 
backwards compatibility

(57) A scanning camera upgrade adaptor system
provides backwards compatibility when an existing scan-
ning camera subsystem is replaced or upgraded in au-
tomated sorting equipment with a newer camera having
a different data format. The adaptor system allows sorting
equipment such as mail sorting equipment to be upgrad-
ed or repaired with a new camera while providing com-
patibility and optional fallback to a previous mode of op-
eration of the existing equipment. The upgrade system
enables legacy equipment and newly added sorting /
processing equipment to be utilized in conjunction, while
reducing cost of upgrade and necessity for completely
new equipment as desirable features are added.
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