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(54) Dryer of packets in a line for packaging tobacco products

(57)  Described is a dryer (1) of packets in a line for
packaging tobacco products having at least one section
(4) for transporting packets (2) from afirst (5) to a second
(6) station of the packaging line (3); the section (4) is
formed by a first belt conveyor (7) and by a second belt
conveyor (8), each having respective active portions
(17a, 18a) of belt (17, 18), facing each other and spaced
at a sufficient distance for allowing the packets (2) to be
retained during the transport, and each conveyor (7, 8)
has a plurality of half-housings (9, 10); each half-housing

4

(9) of the first conveyor (7) faces and is synchronised, in
use, with a respective half-housing (10) of the second
conveyor (8) for forming a housing (12) of a respective
packet (2); the dryer (1) also comprises heating means
(13) positioned inside each conveyor (7, 8) and designed
to generate the heat necessary for drying the packets
(2), and each half-housing (9, 10) is equipped, at a re-
spective lower end (9a, 10a), with a plate (16) made of
conductive material, designed to transfer to the packages
(2), by conduction, the heat generated by the heating
means (13).
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Description

[0001] This invention relates to a dryer of packets in a
line for packaging tobacco products

[0002] More specifically, the packets handled by the
dryer according to this invention may consist of packets
of cigarettes, to which reference is hereinafter made with-
out thereby limiting the scope of the invention.

[0003] The use is known, in lines for packaging ciga-
rettes and tobacco products in general, of devices for
drying the packets, usually referred to as "dryers", which
dry the glue interposed between the reciprocally adjacent
flaps of the packets.

[0004] These dryers generally dry the glue during the
transport of the packets between the outfeed of a ma-
chine for packaging packets or packaging machine, and
the infeed of a cellophaning machine designed to enclose
the finished packets in wrappers of transparent material.
[0005] An example of prior art dryers comprises using
two smooth belt conveyors, having respective conveying
sections which are facing each other and parallel with
one another, along which the packets to be dried are
passed. A heating plate is associated with each of the
conveying sections.

[0006] A further prior art embodiment uses a rotary tur-
ret, equipped with circumferential seats within which the
packets are dried during transport. These types of dryers
have a number of drawbacks.

[0007] Firstly, thesedryers are used in packaging lines
characterised by high speeds of transit of the packets, in
which very short periods of time are available for achiev-
ing a correct drying of the glue.

[0008] For that reason, the prior art dryers require a
very long stretch for transport of the packets, and are
therefore relatively bulky.

[0009] Any shortening of the drying stretch to reduce
the overall size would result in an increase in the quantity
of heat to be transmitted to the packets, with the risk of
causing burns and damage.

[0010] Moreover, these prior art dryers, if equipped
with a very long stretch for transport of the packets to
prevent damaging the packets, require a high energy
consumption.

[0011] The aim of this invention is therefore to provide
a dryer of packets wherein the transmission of heat to
the packets is made more efficient, allowing a correct
and complete drying of the glue without the risk of burning
the packets and at the same time allowing a saving from
the energy point of view.

[0012] A further aim of this invention is to provide a
dryer of packets which can be used in high speed lines
for packaging packets and which is characterised by re-
duced dimensions.

[0013] According to this invention a dryer of packets in
a line for packaging tobacco products is provided as de-
scribed in the appended claims.

[0014] The dryer of packets according to this invention
will now be described with reference to the accompany-
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ing drawing which illustrates a schematic side view of a
non-limiting embodiment of it.

[0015] With reference to the drawing, the numeral 1
denotes inits entirety a dryer of packets 2, made accord-
ing tothisinvention and operatingin a line 3 for packaging
tobacco products.

[0016] The dryer 1 comprises atleast one section 4 for
transporting packets 2 from a first infeed station 5 to a
second outfeed station 6 of the packaging line 3.
[0017] Purely by way of an example, the first station 5
is formed by the outfeed portion of a machine for pack-
aging packets 2, whilst the second station 6 is formed by
the infeed portion of a cellophaning machine for applying
transparent overwrapping sheets on the packets 2.
[0018] The transport and drying section 4 is formed by
a first belt conveyor 7 and by a second belt conveyor 8,
each having respective active portions 17a, 18a of belt
17, 18, facing each other and spaced at a sufficient dis-
tance for allowing the packets 2 to be retained during the
transport.

[0019] The transport and drying section 4 has a sub-
stantially horizontal path P and the active portions 17a,
18a of the belts 17, 18 are rectilinear and parallel to each
other.

[0020] The belts 17, 18 are moved by respective rotat-
able pulleys 15 in different directions about respective
horizontal axes, and on each belt 17, 18 there is a plurality
of half-housings 9, 10. Each half-housing 9 of the first
conveyor 7 is facing and synchronised, in use, with a
respective half-housing 10 of the second conveyor 8 in
such a way as to form a housing 12 for receiving a re-
spective packet 2.

[0021] The half-housings 9, 10 of each conveyor 7, 8
are formed by a plurality of wedges 11 integral with the
respective belts 17, 18. More specifically, each half-hous-
ing 9, 10 of the conveyors 7, 8 is formed by a pair of
wedges 11 adjacent to each other.

[0022] The wedges 11 are made of a thermally insu-
lating material. More specifically, the wedges 11 are
made of rubber or the like.

[0023] The wedges 11 can preferably have, according
to an embodiment not illustrated, a substantially trape-
zoidal profile, so as to facilitate the introduction of the
packets 2 in the respective housings 12 upon entry into
the dryer 1.

[0024] The dryer 1 comprises heating means 13, po-
sitioned inside each conveyor 7, 8 and designed to gen-
erate the heat necessary for drying the packets 2, and
more specifically the glue interposed between the flaps,
not illustrated, of opposite faces 2a of the packets 2 po-
sitioned in contact with the conveyors 7, 8.

[0025] Preferably, the heating means 13 extend sub-
stantially for the entire length of the transport and drying
section 4, and comprise atleast one electrical resistance
14.

[0026] According to a first embodiment, the heating
means 13 comprise a single electrical resistance 14
which extends substantially for the entire length of the
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transport and drying section 4.

[0027] According to a further embodiment, the heating
means 13 comprise a plurality of electrical resistances
14, positioned side by side in succession for forming a
setof electrical resistances 14 which extend substantially
for the entire length of the transport and drying section 4.
[0028] Each half-housing 9, 10 is equipped, at a re-
spective lower end 9a, 10a, with a plate 16 made of con-
ductive material, designed to transfer to the packets 2,
by conduction, the heat generated by the heating means
13. Preferably, the plates 16 are made of aluminium or
an aluminium alloy. The plates 16 are connected to the
belts 17, 18 of the conveyors 7, 8, for example, by at least
one screw (not shown).

[0029] The plates 16 come into contact, in use, with
two opposite faces 2a of the packets 2 to be dried, have
dimensions at least equal to the dimensions of the faces
2a, and their contact with the faces 2a of the packets 2
is made through respective heating faces 16a having pro-
files which match with respective profiles of the faces 2a.
[0030] According to a possible embodiment, the pro-
files of the surfaces 16a are curved towards the inside
of the conveying channel of the packets 2, formed by the
conveyors 7 and 8.

[0031] In use, each packet 2 leaving the first station 5
is introduced inside a respective housing 12 formed by
the conveyors 7, 8 of the dryer 1.

[0032] Next, the packet 2 to be dried is retained and
transported by the conveyors 7, 8 from the first infeed
station 5 to the second outfeed station 6.

[0033] During transport, the packet 2 is heated at the
faces 2a positioned in contact with the respective ends
9a, 10a of the half-housings 9, 10 forming the housings
12 of respective packets 2. The faces 2a of the packet 2
are positioned, in particular, in direct contact with the con-
ductive plates 16 integral with the end 9a, 10a of the half-
housings 9, 10, the plates 16 transferring to the packet
2, by conduction, the heat generated by the heating
means 13 positioned inside each conveyor 7, 8.

[0034] The packet 2 therefore undergoes, from the first
infeed station 5 to the second outfeed station 6, a pro-
gressive heating of the faces 2a in contact with the plates
16, in such a way as to dry the glue interposed between
the flaps forming the faces 2a of the packet 2.

[0035] The invention described above allows an effi-
cient closing of the faces 2a of the packet 2 to be per-
formed, reducing the overall dimensions of the dryer 1.
[0036] Moreover, the use of conductive plates 16 op-
timises the transfer of the heat from the heating means
13 to the packet 2.

[0037] Atthe same time, the dryer 1 described above
requires a relatively small quantity of heat, and therefore
allows a saving to be made from an energy point of view
and prevents the risk of burning the faces 2a of the pack-
ets 2 to be dried.

[0038] Lastly, the dryer 1 has alow structural complex-
ity, which translates into low production costs, and it can
also be implemented in existing dryers.
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Claims

1. A dryer of packets in a line for packaging tobacco
products comprising atleast one section (4) for trans-
porting packets (2) from a first (5) to a second (6)
station of the packaging line (3); the section (4) being
formed by a first belt conveyor (7) and by a second
belt conveyor (8), each having respective active por-
tions (17a, 18a) of belt (17, 18), facing each other
and spaced at a sufficient distance for allowing the
packets (2) to be retained during the transport; the
dryer (1) also comprising heating means (13), posi-
tioned inside each conveyor (7, 8) and designed to
generate the heat necessary for drying the packets
(2); characterised in that each conveyor (7, 8) has
ontherespective belt (17, 18) a plurality of half-hous-
ings (9, 10); each half-housing (9) of the first con-
veyor (7) facing and synchronised, in use, with a re-
spective half-housing (10) of the second conveyor
(8) for forming a housing (12) for receiving a respec-
tive packet (2); and each half-housing (9, 10) being
equipped, at a respective lower end (9a, 10a), with
a plate (16) made of conductive material, designed
to transfer to the packages (2), by conduction, the
heat generated by the heating means (13).

2. The dryer according to claim 1, characterised in
that the heating means (13) extend substantially for
the entire length of the transport section (4).

3. The dryer according to claim 1 or 2, characterised
in that the heating means (13) comprise atleast one
electrical resistance (14).

4. Thedryeraccordingto anyone ofclaims 1to 3, char-
acterised in that the half-housings (9, 10) of each
conveyor (7, 8) are formed by a plurality of wedges
(11) integral with the respective belts (17, 18) of each
conveyor (7, 8).

5. The dryer according to claim 4, characterised in
that each half-housing (9, 10) of the conveyors (7,
8) is formed by a pair of wedges (11) adjacent to
each other.

6. The dryer according to any one of the preceding
claims, characterised in that the transport and dry-
ing section (4) has a substantially horizontal path
and the active portions (17a, 18a) of the belts (17,
18) are rectilinear and parallel to each other.

7. The dryer according to any one of the preceding
claims is characterised in that the plates (16) are
made of aluminium or an aluminium alloy.
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