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(54) Image forming apparatus

(67)  An image forming apparatus includes a main
body (100) including a printing unit (110) for printing an
image on a recording medium (P) and a pickup roller
(131) for picking up the recording medium, a paper feed-
ing device (300), which includes an elevatable plate (330)
on which recording media are stackable and a pressure
member (331) for elastically pressing the plate towards

the pickup roller and is removably inserted into the main
body, and a variable guide unit (150), which is supported
by the main body, is fixed in a slope state to lower the
plate in a direction against the pickup roller when the
paper feeding device is withdrawn from the main body,
and moves to maintain a contact state with the plate due
to a rising state of the plate in a state in which the paper
feeding device is inserted into the main body.
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The Search Division considers that the present European patent application does not comply with the
requirements of unity of invention and relates to several inventions or groups of inventions, namely:

1. claims: 1-10

An image forming apparatus comprising a paper feeding
device, which comprises an elevatable plate on which
recording media are stackable and a pressure member for
elastically pressing the plate towards a pickup roller, and
is insertable into the main body of the apparatus; and a
variable guide unit, which is supported by the main body, is
fixed in a slope state so as to lower the plate in a
direction away from the pickup roller when the paper feeding
device is being withdrawn from the main body, and moves to
maintain a contact state with the plate when the paper
feeding device is inserted into the main body.

2. claim: 11

A printing apparatus having a variable guide unit rotatably
installed in a main body, including a paper feeding device
with a pickup roller and an elevatable plate, the variable
guide unit comprising: a variable guide member comprising a
sTope unit and a fixing member supported by the main body,
for fixing the variable guide member by coupling with the
variable guide member when the paper feeding device is
withdrawn from the main body and to move to a release
position for releasing the variable guide member by
decoupling from the variable guide member when the paper
feeding device is inserted into the main body.
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