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(54) Display stand with a built-in information system

(57) A display stand structure with a built-in informa-
tion system, characterized in that said display stand
structure comprises a display stand structure framework
including a plurality of pockets or trays for housing articles
such as writing instruments, each said article including
a bar code, said display stand structure further compris-
ing a multimedia interface including a display and a bar
code reading unit assembly coupled to a terminal there-
by, as an article is arranged near said bar code reading
unit, with the article bar code facing said bar code reading
unit, said unit sends a signal to said terminal thereby
causing the latter to show on said display information
related to said article.
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Description

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

[0001] The present invention relates to a display stand
with a built-in information system.
[0002] As it is known, display or exhibition stands or
pieces of furniture are conventionally used in stores for
displaying or exhibiting articles to make the latter well
visible while facilitating their access to the buyers.
[0003] From a store manager standpoint the display
stands must be easily installed and constructionally
strong and operatively flexible to be fitted to several en-
vironments and articles to be displayed, for rendering the
articles well visible and accessible.
[0004] It is also known to display writing articles, such
as ball pens and the like, in display stands including sev-
eral displaying sections to receive articles of different
technical features.
[0005] In general, prior display stands comprise bar-
code labels showing, for each article, the price and some
technical features, as well as the writing instrument tip
size, ink color and the like.
[0006] Because of the small area of an information la-
bel, technical information displayed on said labels must
by necessarily limited.
[0007] Moreover, to update the information labels, as
the articles being displayed change, it is a very difficult
problem to be solved.
[0008] Some selling points, of store and the like ar-
rangements, provide their clients with different pattern
documents related to the articles being sold.
[0009] In some cases, selling information may be
achieved through video monitor arrangements, which are
operated by the clients entering an article dedicated
code, which is a rather complex operation affected by
errors since the article codes comprise a plurality of al-
phanumeric signs.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[0010] Accordingly, the aim of the present invention is
to provide such a display stand structure the operation
of which is much more simple and intuitive than that of a
prior display structure.
[0011] Within the above mentioned aim, a main object
of the invention is to provide such a display stand struc-
ture adapted to set off the exhibited articles through an
efficient article information system.
[0012] Another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide such a display stand structure adapted to quickly
and easily display dedicated information patterns for
each article being exhibited for selling.
[0013] Another object of the present invention is to pro-
vide such a display stand structure allowing a store man-
ager to update, in a real time, all information related to
the exhibited articles.
[0014] Yet another object of the present invention is to

provide such a display stand structure facilitating and
stimulating an article selection by a consumer.
[0015] Yet another object of the present invention is to
provide such a display stand structure allowing a buyer
to select a target pen or other article, to allow him/her to
evaluate in a truly realistic manner the article character-
istics.
[0016] Yet another object of the present invention is to
provide such a display stand structure which, owing to
its specifically designed constructional features is very
reliable and safe in operation.
[0017] According to one aspect of the present inven-
tion, the above mentioned aim and objects, as well as
yet other objects, which will become more apparent here-
inafter, are achieved by a display stand structure with a
built-in information system, characterized in that said dis-
play stand structure comprises a framework including a
plurality of pockets or trays for receiving articles such as
writing instruments and the like.
[0018] Each said article comprises a bar code, and the
display stand structure comprises a multimedia interface
consisting of a display and a bar code reader unit coupled
to an information terminal.
[0019] Thus, as an article is arranged near the bar code
reading unit, with the article bar code facing the bar code
reading unit, said unit will send a detecting signal to the
terminal, to cause the latter to show on a display all in-
formation related to the article.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0020] Further characteristics and advantages of the
present invention will become more apparent hereinafter
from the following disclosure of a preferred, though not
exclusive, embodiment of the invention which is illustrat-
ed, by way of an indicative, but not limitative, example in
the accompanying drawings, where:

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the display stand
structure according to the present invention; and
Figure 2 is a further perspective view, on an enlarged
scale, showing in a detailed manner the stand mul-
timedia interface display.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODI-
MENTS

[0021] With reference to the number references of the
above mentioned figures, the display stand structure,
with a built-in information system, according to the
present invention, which is generally indicated by the ref-
erence number 1, comprises a framework 2 including a
plurality of framework pockets or trays 3, designed for
receiving herein writing instruments such as, for exam-
ple, ball pens 4.
[0022] Each said writing instrument 4 comprises a bar
code 5, of a type universally applied to articles to be sold.
[0023] According to the present invention, the display
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stand structure 1 comprises a multimedia interface,
which advantageously includes a display 6 and a bar
code reading unit 7 coupled to a terminal, enclosed in
the framework and not visible from outside.
[0024] Said terminal may comprise a conventional PC
and all necessary information or may be coupled to a
network with a plurality of information holding remote
units.
[0025] According to the present invention, as an article
4 is arranged near the bar code reading unit 7, with the
bar code 5 of the article 4 facing the bar code reading
unit 7, said unit will send a detecting signal to the terminal
to show on its display 6 all information related to said
article 4.
[0026] Said information may be of any desired type,
such as visual and sound information and further com-
prising, in addition to the article technical characteristics,
additional information such as, for example, video, pic-
ture or image information indicating, for example, the use
of a selected article.
[0027] For example, said display may show not only
digital data related to the thickness of the line drawn by
a pen, but also use practical examples.
[0028] Advantageously, the display 6 consists of a so-
called "touch screen" display, that is a touch sensible
screen allowing a user to communicate with the terminal
unit.
[0029] It has been found that the invention fully
achieves the intended aim and objects.
[0030] In fact, the invention has provided a display
stand structure including a built-in information system
displaying all information related to the exhibited article.
[0031] The information system bar code reading unit,
according to the present invention, allows a consumer to
achieve on the display proper information, without com-
pelling him/her to enter codes or search further informa-
tion on complex information lists.
[0032] In practicing the invention, the used materials,
as well as the contingent size and shapes can be any,
depending on requirements.

Claims

1. A display stand structure with a built-in information
system, characterized in that said display stand
structure comprises a display stand structure frame-
work including a plurality of pockets or trays for hous-
ing articles such as writing instruments, each said
article including a bar code, said display stand struc-
ture further comprising a multimedia interface includ-
ing a display and a bar code reading unit assembly
coupled to a terminal thereby, as an article is ar-
ranged near said bar code reading unit, with the ar-
ticle bar code facing said bar code reading unit, said
unit sends a signal to said terminal thereby causing
the latter to show on said display information related
to said article.

2. A display stand structure, according to claim 1, char-
acterized in that said terminal comprises a PC and
either stores therein all necessary information, or is
coupled to an information network with information
storing remote units.

3. A display stand structure, according to claim 1, char-
acterized in that said information is a visual or sound
information and comprises, in addition to article tech-
nical characteristics, auxiliary information such as
video, picture or image information showing a use
of a selected article.

4. A display stand structure, according to claim 1, char-
acterized in that said display is a touch screen dis-
play allowing a user to communicate with a terminal
unit.
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